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By DOROTHY :\lAN'NERS 

HOLLY\VOOD - Sat in a 
. t• • ~. th proJec ion room ,,.a.c • .;ng • e 

rough cut of the first sex· 
change shocker to reach the 
screen . "Christine."-the 
other is "!'\fyra Breckinridge." 

Fri .. 1\lar. !'!. 1970 

Ed\\'ard S1nall's filn1 based 
on the life of Christine 
Jorgensen. the ex-GJ \\'ho She is the pretty blonde 
under\\·ent an 0 p e r a t i 0 n mother of a f amilv of four 
changing his sex fron1 ntale boys and one daughter. They 
to female, is guaranteed t\°> gi,·e the impression of belon~· 
rattle the back teeth or ing to President Nixon's silent 
\ 'icu·crs. But the script and 1najority. Nice people. 

I think n1ostly I !eel surprise 
that n1v son \Vbo is such a • 
fine athlete t champion S\\'int· 
mer an1ong other sports) 
couid brinf;? su c h un­
derstanding to a role so far 
remo\'ed fron1 his O\\'O life. 
I an1. - touched. I think he 
is a ,·rry gcod actor.'' she 
said \\'ith pride. eyes still \vet. 

~lor~ t h o u g h t s on 
"Christine": Sn1art casting on 
the part or Eddie Small and 
Rapper to cast e\·en the bigger 
rol<'s ,,·i1h unfamiliar faces -

the direction of Jr\·ing Rapper :\ll though the an1azjng 
handlt>s the sensational sub. performance given by their 
ject as engrossing ('ase history sont. e\'en to the clinical close. 
jn nledical annals. It is a ups of breast development on including t\\'O extraordinarily 
far S\\'itch from the jazzed his body follO\\'ing the opera· good actors. Rod ~fcCary. 
up treatnl<'nt Gore \'idal and tion. I couldn't help bein:? con- playing the par! of the 
!\lat- \\'csi \\'ill bring to scious of the presence of the hon1osexual, Jess .. .\nd Quinn 
•·)tyra." Proof of this point parents. R d k · . · 
is that "Christine" goes forth When the lights \\·ent up, c e ·er. an 1 n t ere st 1 n g 
to theatres next n1onth \\'ith there \\·ere tears in ~Irs. Gregory Peck type playing the I 
an "R" rating . . ~nd not the Hansen's eyes. Her husband top magazine ,,·riter <..-overing : 
•·X" actually expected by \\'as ob\'iously shaken. \\'hen Christine·s case . .. 
Uniied :\rtists and Smal1. I spoke to them. con· ~toss ~tabrv's c Io the s. 

But to me. one of a dozen gratulating thcn1 on the designed for· the \VOmen in 
"·itnesses at the special performance of their next to the cast.. Joan Tompkins. 
screening of "Christine." eldest son. she said quietly. Ellen Clark. and Christine 
n1uch of the drama centered .. It is the first time \\·e have (after female transition) are 
in the projection room. Sitting seen John's picture. It is an all-mid calf. the length \Yorn 
behind me were the parents emotional experience for Dad in the fashion \VOrld at the 
of John Hansen, the 18-year- and me." time of Christine Jorgensen's 
old blond boy and '"discovery" ''A shocking one?" inquired transformatioa. Designer 
making his screen debut in Irving Rapper. ~tabrv's clothes look ne\v and 
the starring role of Christine. "Not exsctly. John had Jonguette. particularly a stun· 

The Hansen Srs. are charm· prepared us for many of the ning black dress \\"Orn by 
Jng. )'outhful "folks . ., He is SC'enes so \\'e \\'ere pretty well )·oung Hansen . 
a prosperous insurance man. a\vare of what ,,.e \\'Ould see. 
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