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LIVING IN THE WOODS A8 A NHUNTER
AND CLATMING T0O HAVE 4 WIFE
The Varied .\lllla-mrnlc ol Luey Ann Lohdell

~A Woamnn mhs Conld Fiah and Shoog—

Tenehing u Singing School und Convilng -

Life In the Forrests nud by the Sireamn

Nannowsnuna, N Y, Oct. 17.-In 1855 Luey
Ann Lohdoll, s dayugliter of A lumbnrman lving
ot Long Fddy, Delaware County, No Y., mareiod
& raftman by the nnme of Georga Slatar,  Shp
was about 20 years old,  Her liusband deserted
her n year after marciage, leaving her in dest|-
tate ciroumatances, with nbabe n fow weolis olld,
Ao had grown up among the hunters aod lam-
bormen of the upper Delnware, then buat litle
boltar than a wilderness, and conid shoot, flal,
and raft as well as any of them, Bhisunderstood
musie, and was o fair violinist. Thero woere fow
botter rifle shots in tho valley than sho was,
After her husband desorted her, her peopla
belng too noar ta support her, she placed her
baby in their care, put on malo attire, and
adoptod the 1ife of a hunter, For eight years
sho lived In the forests of Delawnre and Sullivan
Counties, N. Y., and those of Pike nnd Wayne,
{n Pennsylvanin. Ocenslonally she eame into
the settlements to sull gnme and ekins and buy
ammunition and supplies, At such timea she
would send a portion of the procesds of her gun
and traps to her parents, Bhe lived in eabins
sho erectad (n the woods, In 1804 she returned
home. Her life of exposure and privation had
made hor a pliysionl wrook, Ehe found that her
child had been plaoed in the Delaware County
poorhounse at Delhl during her absence. This
smbittered her mgninst her puronts. She re-
sumed women's clothing, nnd for months sha
ronmad about the valley, living on oharity, hoer
mind continunlly dwelling on hor wrongs,
Then she disnppenred ngain, About thattime
aman, giving the name of Joseph Lobdell, np-
penrsd o a villago in the central part of Wayna
County, He opened a singiog school, and
piayed the violin for dances, Oneof His young
Iaily pupils tell in love with him, and they were
sngaed to be married, The night belore the
wodding day the discovery was mndethat Joseph
Lobdall was a woman—nons other than Lucy
Ann Siator, " the Female Hunter of Long Eddy.”
A party of young men determined totar and
fenther her nod ride her onnrall. Shn wan
wirned of the danger, und sho {flad from the
vilinge, making her way to Delaware Connty,

Y. As it was ploin that ehie was zeadinlly
beooming insane, slin wns flnally thken in
chrrge iy the poor authoritivs, and placed in
tho almahouss near Dnihi,

I‘n tha apring of 1505 & preposacssing woman
about 26 {:‘l‘ll"l of sue nlighted from an Erie
train at Lordville station, She wus without
moanay, and too 11l to travel further. Bhasaid
that sha was the danughter of parents who lived
in a placs near Doston. Their nnme was Perry,
Bhe hnd married agninst their wishes and gone
to Jersey Uity o live with lisr husband, who
wis a rallrond smployee, Her busband had
run away and left her amooe strangers. Nhe
bad started in pursuit of him, but, haviog in-
sufMolent menns, and falling 1, had been
forced to stop at Tordvilie, She refused to be
Lmt to her home lﬁ Massnchusette, or to _hava

nr parenta notified of her situarion, and was
taken to the nlmahouse at Delhl, She wis evi-
dently n woman of good breeding and educa-
tion, At the poorhouse sha wns attended
during her iliness by Luecy Ano Siater. A
strange affection grew up between them. A
short time after the newonmer, who weot by her
malden nama of Marie Louiss Porry, hind roe-
eovered her health, she and Luey Ann left the
almshouss together. They were gone over two
years, and nothing was heard of them during
that time, Through a singulnr occurrence,

wy wers discovered in the summer of 1871,
liviog under most peculinr clreumstances,

uey Am; Binter's daughter Mary, who hnd
been taken from the almshouss and adopted by
a farmer, had been the vietim of a tereible ont-
rage, accounts of whivh, published in the local
papers, ware accompnaniod with re erences o
the strange baoita ol her mother, Thess ue-
gounts wern seen by certnin residents of Mon-
ros County, Pennsylvania, A lew weeks after-
ward Poormaster Hellar of Jaskson townehip,
that eaunty, appeared in Delaware County with
man and woman o ehinege. Ho snid that they
ad w?nnrmi in_the northern part of Monros
‘ounty in 1869, The man gave his name as the

Y. Jung‘l’n Isrnel Lobdell,  The woman
elnimed to be his wile, The man enrried nrifla,
and the eoupls Hved in eaves lo the woods,
When Lobdeli's pifle tailed to procure them sub-
sistence, they livedd on bereles and nuots and the
aharity of peopls in the lumber settiemants,
They wore nreestod us vagrants in 1871, snd
lodged in jall wt Stroudshnreg, While they wors
in all tho disoovery was made that the Hoy,
Josaph I. Lobdell was n woman., About that
time the arcountof the autrage at Cochiscton np-
poeared, The Monros County authoritios ware
thus plared op tho track of the singulnr coupive,
who wars the two women who had left the Deloi
nimahoose trgether,

hey wore returned to Delaware County and
laced in the Dullil almaliouas nealn, but el it
nafew months, Then until 1876 they ronined
around tha country, living In cabins and caves
in thm woods, and jusisting that they were man
andwifs, Thay went by _the name of Mr, and
ra. Joo Lobdell. In 1870 “Joo ' was plneed
p jall at Honesdnle as n vagrant, His wife,
writing with neplit stick and usiong vokeberry
wlee for lnk, drew up s petition to the Court of
ayne County. asking for the rolensa of ** her
husband, Joseph Lobdell, in consoquencs of his
lli‘L healtn. which compsited her constant care,”

o documont was n marval of neat prnman-
ahip aod corrsot composition, " Joa' wis re.
Iansod nand the petition plaesd among the court
flien, Boon niter “Jon ' was froe, the pair went
to Damnascus township, Warne County, oppo-
sito Narrowsburg, and bought i firm of o lew
nores, They lived there torether until a yenr
and n hall ngo, when Joo disnppearml, The

remalos ol ap unkpown person wers found in |

the woods ol Salllvan County, not fer from the
farm, some months altorwird, They weare hee
liavod to be those of the missing ' feninle
hunter.,” and waers buried ns such, The wifo
remained on the (arm, A low woeks ngo ne-
guaintances of Lucy Ann Slater'a wers aatotis
ﬂmd to st livr pUt in Ao nupearancs near

ng Eddy. Bhe wis dressod i tattored sult
ol man's olotlies, nnd was haopelessly Insnns,
Ahe becnme n eharge on the town, It wis
flonlly deeidod tosend her to an asyiam, On
Thursday Isst slie was iaken to tho Htate
Asylum ut Orill,



