HUMAN CURIOS

Mary East

“A young fellow courted Mary Kast
rnd tor hitm she conceived the ant
Ikin{: but he, golng upon the highway.
was tried for rohbery and cast, but was
afterward transported.”

Ho writes ona of the contemporary
historlans of r ramarkabla woman, giv=
ng, In thess few |ines, the reason which
ay behind the strun Iife of MW‘
Tast The phrase, “going upon the high.
way.” It should ba remembered, meant
that the man in question became & hlﬂ -
way robhier, and “cast” was the oollo-
quinitsm then ourrent for helng con-
Jeminad to death !

SHortly after the convietlon of her |
aver, Mary Fast met atother girl who
hand wleo sulfervd from u serious disap-
lpomtmem wnd the two of them deters




mined to remain singla the rest of thelr
liven. But, In order to avold the oppro-
brium attached to being ‘‘old madds.'
they declded 1o poss as man and wife
—tossing o eoln to see which should
play the rola of “hushand.” The mals
part fell to Mary East, and the couple
gettled In the nsighborhood of Epping
Porest. whers, under the names of Mr.
and Mrs, James How, they leased a
small publie housa,
They later moved to London, and
“Jamea How'" took part in the publie 1re
of his locality, flling every parish ofMce
with the exception af constabls and
churchwarden.  “He” had heen named
for the latter office when o woman whom
Mary BEast had known In her youthtul
days commenced w system of carsfully
ca'vulated blackmoll whieh finally re-
sulted in a publle discovery of “James
How's' mex, but not until after Mnry
had Kept up the decoption rar thirty-
five years! Meanwhile, “Mrs. How”
had died and Mary East, resuming her
own name, ratired to the north of ¥ng-
land tn enjoy the substantial fortune
whieh sahe hnd made by poaing as & man
during the greater part of her life.
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