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Feminist Bookstore News 

FEATURING a free opening night perfor
mance; a keynote on "mainstreaming queer 
lit/queering the mainstream;" and two days of 
workshops, panels, and readings. 

Red Jordan Arobateau, Enrique Asis, 
Thom Bean, Ricardo Bracho, Pat Califia, Justin 
Chin, Harriet Dodge, DramaDIVAS, Katherine 
Forrest, Kleya Forte-Escamilla, Odilia Galvan

Rodriguez, Jewelle Gomez, Lisa Kahaleole Hall, 
James Earl Hardy, Bert Herrman, Tim Horing, 

Joan Jett Blakk, Fenton Johnson, Jonathan Katz, 
Kris Kovick, Miriam Kroneberg, Chris 

Lombardi, Phyllis Lyon, Mabel Maney, Victoria 
Lena Manyarrows, Meredith Maran, Mara 
Math, Del Martin, Rondo Mieczkowski, Jill 
Posener, Steven Saylor, Robert Shepard, 
Shyam Selvadurai, Wickie Stamps, Susan 

Stryker, Te Toca la Tinta, Michelle Tea, Carla 
Trujillo, Karen Tulchinsky, David Tuller, Chea 

Villanueva, Jacqueline Woodson & others 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
Sundays at Seven: Choice Words from A 
Different Light's Gay Writers Series 
published by Alamo Square Press and A 
Different Light, $12 pb., ISBN 1-886360-01-4 
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domination by foreign investors. These guidelines 
specify that investors in the cultural industries, 
including bookselling and publishing, cannot set up 
shop in Canada unless Canadians have a majority 
voting interest as well as effective operating control. 

Although the Borders venture was set up with a 
voting majority of Canadian board members, Indus
try Canada's Investment Review Division, according 
to government sources, was deeply concerned that, 
with Borders' centralized electronic inventory control 
and sales system, Canadian control could not be ade
quately realized. 

Booksellers and the Canadian Bookselling 
Association, as well as a number of publishers, had 
expressed concern about the effects of an active 
Borders chain in Canada. Booksellers, of course, 
were concerned about unfair competition. Publish
ers expressed concern that the chain, with its 
U.S.-based centralized ordering system, would pur
chase U.S. editions from U.S. publishers, rather 
than from the Canadian publishers who hold the 
Canadian rights. Both expressed concern about the 
chain's potential lack of interest in promoting 
Canadian-published writers and books once initial 
scrutiny had passed. 

Heather Reisman, who was to have served as 
chair of Borders' Canadian venture, confirmed that 
plans for the chain's expansion into Canada were 
quashed in late January. Industry Canada's stand also 
appears to have negative implications for other for
eign retailers such as Barnes & Noble, Tower Records, 
and British-based Virgin Records. 

The first proposed Borders superstore would 
have been 50,000 square feet and would have dedi
cated 10% of that space to Canadian books. By 
comparison, the average Canadian independent 
bookstore has 2,000 square feet of space. 

Industry Canada has also launched a review of 
Tower Records, which recently opened a superstore 
in Toronto, after Canadian booksellers complained 
that the retailer devoted about 1,600 square feet to 
books. The government has requested that Tower 
reduce its book sales. Tower officials seem to have 
opened shop without attending to Canadian regula
tions regarding ownership and control of 
culturally-based businesses. 

(See also "Canadian Content," on page 41.) 
-Info from The Globe and Mail O 
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