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Transition Support
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Permission is granted for the reprint in any
non-profit transgender publication of any original
article appearing in "Cross-Talk”, provided proper
credit is given to the author and source.
"Cross-Talk” is published monthly as an information
and entertainment resource for the transgendered
community.
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KYMBERLEIGH’S CLIPBOARD
ONLY A PROBLEM IF YOU LET IT ...

This past month, I found myself torn between the
journalistic duties of an editor and publisher and my
responsibilities as a leader in the transgendered
community. I received an editorial letter from a
reader who complained that the monthly "On The Scene”
nights at the Queen Mary had changed focus, from being
an evening at which both tke "old guard” could aingle
with newcomers who were taking their first hesitant
step irto the community, to a sexual battleground of
sorts where you couldn’t take two steps without a gay
male forcing unwanted attention on you. Vell, that
editorial does not appear in this month’'s "Cross-Talk".
I did, however, make certain the letter was read by
Robert, the owner of the Queen Mary ... which opened
the door to a dialogue between us regarding the
realities of our need for a "safe” place to meet versus
the facts of life where bars are concerned.
Any bar, be it gay, lesbian, straight, or any mixture
of the above, is going to attract people who are
looking for companionship. Vhether or not that
includes sex is always going to be up to the people
involved in the relaionship ... and that is not
something Robert can regulate, nor should we be asking
him to. But if someone approaches you at the Queen
Mary, makes advances that you find unwelcome, and
refuses to take "no"” for an answer, you CAN do
something about it. Go tell Robert you're having a
problem and he will do what he legally can. If you're
too shook up to talk to Robert alone, find me and ['1l1
go with you. Or tell Buddha, John, or Richard. Or get
Melisa to find someone to check out the problem.
Robert really does care about us. Vhere else would you
be escorted to your car when leaving? FNot at Peanuts,
that’'s for sure! FNot even at Club 22 or Palms ..
where at best we're only welcome in small groups ...
and certainly not in the mainstream.
Please help keep the Queen Mary safe for all of us.
we lose this valuable resource for our community, we
might once again become divided into disconnected
factions. WVe've come too far in the past couple of
years to let that happen now.
#ERREY

To the right of this column appears an article about
the formation of a new Tri-Ess chapter for the Los
Angeles area. Vhile I was obviously unaware of the
preliminary actions toward this vote when I wrote my
column last month (even Tri-Ess Board members don’'t
always xnow what's going on, it appears), [ did, as a
national Tri-Ess member, join in the unanimous vote to
form Lambda Alpha, and I will support the new chapter
by my presence each month, just as | had pledged to do
for Alpha last month. It is my hope that this will
make unnecessary the call to "heal old wounds" that [
had made in my column last month, and that the question
of past leadership difficulties in the old Alpha
chapter will not become an issue here. Please make
plans to join us September 8, whether you are a Tri-Ess
member or are just interested in finding out about it.

- EHRERS
As you know, the Valley Girls have always tried to find
something out of the ordinary to fill the odd fifth
Saturday that occurs four times a year. This month,
decided to try taking over a whole weekend, for those

that are it

Christ 1neh has put together a great weekend
trip for us, iIn Laughlin, Fevada. She's arranged a
$49.00 per night double occupancy room rate at Circus
Circus’ "Colorado Belle” hotel for the weekend of the
28th, z9th, and 30th. There are five restaurants on
the hotel grounds, plus breakfast, lunch and dinner
buffets ranging from $1.99 to $6.00 (depending on which
meal). WVe will also have access to all the casinos in
Laughlin (inexpensive trolleys are available to ferry
you between them) as well as the hotel’'s own casino

If

we

featuriag 21", craps, roulette, keno and slots ... and
evening entertainment at very reasonable prices. WVe're
told it's about a five hour drive from L.A., so if we

can leave in the early evening, we should be there and
checked in by midnight Friday, enjQy ourselves all day
Saturday, and leave late Sunday morning. For
information about the hotel'’'s accommodations, call them
directly at 1-800-458-9500. Call Christine to make

reservations and arrange for carpools at (213)

(CONTINUED, PAGE 19)
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LOCAL TRI-ESS MEMBERSHIP -
VOTES TO FORM NEU CHAPTER

(kmr)
problems

After considerable discussion about the image
created by the previous leadership of Alpha
Chapter, those members attending the August 4 meeting
voted to form a new Tri-Ess chapter, rather than expend
energy correcting past difficulties.

The new chapter, to be chartered 2s Lambda Alpha, is in
the process of contacting all Tri-Ess members in the
region to inform them of the new organization. It is
believed that many members had abandoned Alpha because
of problems with some of the chapter’'s past leaders.
For this reason, Lambda Alpha will also attempt to
contact many of the inactive Tri-Ess members in the Los
Angeles metropolitan area as well

Lambda Alpha will hold its first meeting Sept 8,
under t nce of interim leaders Janynehm and
Sharon H It will then adopt Alpha C s
old schedule oI meeting on the first Saturday of the
month.

Tri-Ess National Director Carol Beecroft, who was
present at the vote establishing the new chapter, said
that unless Alpha reestablishes itself within a three
month period, its charter would be revoked.

GENETIC FEMALE ARRESTED FOR
VIOLATING CITY RESTROOM LAV

(AP) == A genetic female has been arrested in Houston
for violation of a city ordinance prohibiting the use
of restrooms designated for the opposite sex.

Denise Vells, who was attending a George Strait concert
at the Summit Arena on July 8, entered the men’'s room
after the line at the women's room proved unbearably
long. Vhen she emerged, she was stopped by a police
officer, given a $200 fine, and escorted out of the
arena, abandoning the third row seat for which she hasd
paid a ticket broker $125.

Vells' sister, Valerie Davenport, who is also her
lawyer, says she has received nearly 60 offers from
women willing to testify on her behalf, saying that
they, too, have sought relief in the past by using the
“men’'s facilities. Davenport says she plans to argue
“"necessity as our first line of defense”, and will also
argue that her sister did not, in fact, violate the
ordinance.

Davenport's argument is based upon the specific wording
of Houston City Ordinance 72-904, which states "It
shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly and
intentionally enter any public restroom designated for
the exclusive use of the sex opposite to such person’'s
sex in a manner calculated to cause a disturbance.”
Vells claims she "wasn't disruptive”, and that she had
followed another woman (who was escorted by her male
date) into the men's room, cupped her hands like
blinders around her eyes as she passed the urinals and
entered stalls. She says that the other woman did
likewise, and that she was "embarrassed to death”.
status of the case of the other woman, who was also
cited and escorted from the building, was not
available.

Since 1985, Houston's plumbing codes for large
gathering places have required additional "sanitary
facilities” for women, correcting earlier problems that
resulted from theories that more men than women

~rsr

The

attended sporting events and conventions. However, the
Summit, built in 1975, 1s not subject to retrofit, and
according to Summit operations manager Henry Thomas,
men’' s restrooms redesignated as women’'s were
overcrowded as well on the night of the incident. "WVe

have no place to put them” when the facilities are
swamped, Thomas said.

Because Vells' case is based upon the specific wording
of the 1972 ordinance, dealing with intent, transgender
organizations both regionally and nationally are
watching the outcome with great interest.

{"Femme Forum'
story.]

provided additional material for this
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THE 6:00 T.U. NEUS

DAD MAKES DAUGHTER LIVE AS A BOY

("Sun"”) -- A youngster who was born with both male and
female sex organs was subjected to a life of abuse from
a drumher who insisted on having a son.

Nikki , Now a pretty 24-year-old woman, was
raise un because her father refused to listen to
experts who urged him to watch the hermaphrod 1d
to see which sex she most behaved like. Jimﬁ
was so determined to have a boy that he forc aun to
undergo shock treatments and hormone therapy, and
strapped down his breasts when they began to develop.
The confused kid attended school dressed as a boy,
where he was taunted because of his feminine traits.

"1 avoided games because [ didn’'t like changing in
front of the other boys. [ knew I didn't look the
same,"” recalls Nikki, who 1s presently saving money to
remove what remains of her male genitals.

Shaun tried to act as masculine as possible around the
house, enduring visits to a speech therapist i{n an
attempt to lower his girlish voice, daily hormone pills
coupled with tight t-shirts to bind his breasts, and
shock therapy from a psychologist while being forced to
view gay porn movies.

Nikki's nightmare finally ended at the age of 14 when
her father died. She now lives with her bodybuilder
boyfriend and works as a factory quality control
worker.

FI HAUNTED BY MARILYN’'S GHOST

("Sun”) -- Female impersonator Jimmy , whose exact
likeness to Marilyn Monroe when snugg nto a tight
sexy dress won him the starring role in a new
television special about her life, says he's haunted by

her ghost.
Vhile filming the special at the Roosev, otel in
Hollywood, where Marilyn often stayed, says he

was visited by her ghost while he was pu ng on his
makeup in preparation for a scene in which the image of
the late blonde star was to appear in one of her old
dressing-room mirrors. The TV crew in the basement
found that every time they zoomed in on the mirror, the
hotel’'s fire alarms went off and the elevators stopped
running, trapping Jimmy on the eighth-floor and,
"strangest of all, when they took (the alarm) off the
wall, they found (it) was broken. It should have been
incapable of ringing at all,” says hotel executive

Greene.

says the hotel incident is just one of many
nusual happenings connected with his eight-year-old
Marilyn act. Once, in Dallas, Joe DiMaggio, the former
husband of the famous legend, appeared on Ji 's
television screen as he was leaving the room to go on
stage. Her famous 1962 rendition of "Happy Birthday"
at President John F. Kennedy's birthday bash appeared

on his home TV on another occasion, while he was
reading about her life.
Nonetheless, Jimmy says that singing, acting, and

wiggling like Marilyn makes him feel like the
reincarnation of the sex goddess, even though he was
only three years old when she died.

FARMER OPTS FOR MINI & HALTER

("National Examiner”) =-- A Chinese farmer who has
walked around naked for the past 24 years was finally
convinced by his doctors to wear clothes ... and chose
2 miniskirt and halter top!

Jinya, who suffers from "clothesphobia”, actually

gan to shake and break out in a sweat at the mere
suggestion of dressing. Doctors say the rare condition
sometimes causes '"seizures and convulsions if the
patient is made to dress before he's ready.”
Yang Kelian., the psychiatrist who_spent

-
~4T.

13 years

zounseling the paranoid farmer, says is physically .
fit and has a strong heart. He says e turning _point
in his patient’s therapy came when he persuaded that

-

was unacceptable to attend National Day celebrations
in the nearby village in the buff.

"He wanted to attend the celebration so badly that he
agreed to try wearing clothes,” Dr. Kelian said. "But
only a miniskirt and a hal<ter top.” T doctor claims
that because the skirt was lighter on 's body than
trousers, there was sufficient air circulation to keep
the clothing from bothering kim. Kelian calls it "a
major breakthrough” in his patient’'s counselirng.

SEX-CHANGE WOMAN PREGNANT

("Globe"”) -- A woman who underwent sex-change surgery
13 years ago now claims she has been artifically
inseminated and is pregnant.

43-year-old Erika Vhite, whose first name was Ted
before her 1977 operation, told a nationwide cable TV
audience on WWOR's "9 Broadcast Plaza" that her
husband’'s sperm was used to impregnate a donated egg,
which was then surgically implanted in her abdominal
wall. She claims she was approached by a team of
doctors last year as a candidate for the unprecedented
operation because the surgeon who performed her
sex-change operation discovered she was born with "an
ovary and a half”.

Vhite told television viewers the experimental
operation was underwritten by the prestigious Chubb
Medical Fcundation, but a spokesman denies this. The
doctor she identified as having performed the
artificial insemination also denies any involvement.
Even the self-proclaimed mother-to-be's estranged
husband, Tony, claims no knowledge of his sperm being
used: "If she was impregnated, it wasn't by me.”

For her part, Erika says she’'s packed 37 pounds onto
her already stout 5'7", 144-pound frame during the
first seven months of her pregnancy, and claims to be
suffering "morning sickness, cramps, and backaches".

GAY MONK PRAYS FOR FEMALE BODY

("Sun") -= A gay monk in Australia has traded his brown
robe for a colorful skirt and blouse, and is now
praying to Go a sex change.

Brother Paul _. who now answers to the name Janine
Rose, says th ght years in the monastery has only
made his intense feelings to be a woman stronger. "I
knew I was gay when | entered,” the mixed-up monk says.
"1 thought joining a religious order was the answer."”
But the Society of St. Francis monastery turned out to
be full of homosexuals, and while Paul tried to
abstain, he became overwhelmed by the temptation.

While church officials paid for psychotherapy in an
attempt to end his overpowering urge to be a woman, he
ultimately decided.to leave the order and face the real
world as Janine.

But he hasn't yet come up with the cash needed for his
operation. Says the crossdressing ex-monk, "I pray to
God every night for help ... I plead that he will let
me become a woman."

FROM BAL TO 6UY, TO BAL, TO GUY

("National Enquirer”) -- Jerry was born a woman
and since then has had not one but THREE sex
changes!
"My life must seem bizarre to many people,” admits the
Sl-year-old. Jerri, as she was then known, married a
handsome serviceman and had two daughters with him.
Then, deciding her marriage was a total lie, she
divorced, bas a series of affairs with other women
and men ... before having a third child in 1969.
Vhen her son was six months old, she started hormone
treatments, grew a beard, had her first operation and
changed her name to Jerry.
In October 1981, though, after a relationship with a
woman Jerry had hoped to marry broke up, he began
wondering if he had done the right thing twelve years
earlier: "] stared at my hairy body in the bathroom
r and asked myself 'Vhat have [ done?'”
began dressing as a woman again, stopped taking
hormones, underwent electrolysis and went on a
waiting list for breast implants.
But in April 1988, after her son died from a kidney
problem, Jerri, convinced that her son would have
received better care if she had been a man, decided she
would be more comfortable living as a male. A couple
of months ago, she legally changed her name back to
Jerry and restarted bi-weekly male hormone injectioms,.
has caused a regrowth of facial hair.
-'s doctors say he's the only documented case of
S ne who has completely changed sexual identity
three times for substantial periods of his life, but
this time he claims "] am a man for keeps.”

(MORE 6:00 T.V. NEWS ON PAGE 18)
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odds & ends ...
ODDS &% ENDS ...

odds & e 50 C
odds % ends NDe

ODDS & ENDS ...

IFGE is conducting a search for books, journals,
research material, reference material, instructional
material, and audiosvideo tapes for a gender cocmmunity
archive. WVelcome contributions will include
news letters (past and present), legal case histories,
news clippings, "how to" books, lecture transcripts, or
anything else of historical, academic, or literary
interest. Send any contributions to IFGE Library,
Box 367, Wayland MA 01778.

XXX XXX
Quote of the Month: "I had very long bair, which I
refused to cut. WVhen [ first came to New York, it came
down to my tits. I looked like Rita Hayworth.”
Richard Gere, reminiscing about ihis early days as an
actor. ("Fame')

P.O.

KXXXXX

If you've always wondered what line of work you could
get into where being transgendered wouldn't matter, try
selling Tupperware! At their recent convention at the
Long vention Center, one of the highlights was
Davids_ of North Hollywood, who says he does
"about his Tupperware parties in drag. He
appeared at the convention’s Saturday night costume
party wearing a '60s waitress outfit (with six layers
of crinoline under the skirt), with a turquoise wig, a
black-and-white zebra apron, red lipstick and black
high heels. He topped the whole ensemble off with a
gliant Doritos bag and told attendees his name was "Dora
Ritos”. ("L.A. Times)

g KEXXXX
The community’'s latest research project concerns the
possibility of EOE rights for crossdressers. If you
have either been hired, fired, or discriminated against
because of your crossdressing, a brief summary of the
circumstances is requested; 1if you are self-employed,
the researcher would like details of your own hiring
practices. All personal detail will be held in
confidence, and the researcher, Marilyn Cristi, asks
that you set conditions for further correspondence.
She may be contacted at P.0O. Box 33496, Cleveland OH
44133. - (" IFGE Update™”)

Long-time friend Elaineﬁ (of IXE) has begun
marketing a new creation designed for those with flat
hips who find padding uncomfortable to wear. The
"HipSlip” adds the appearance of 2 to 4 inches of
additional hip area measurement, without lumpy hip
pads. You can get additional information from
Geiger-CMC, 8105 VF Trail, Indianapolis IN 46214.

XEX XXX
Did you catch the episode of Tim Conway’s new "Funny
America” television show in which he dressed as a
waitress, complete with wig and red lipstick? Turns
out they filmed that segment at a Cincinnati
restaurant, where the local newspaper quoted a few of
the patrons served by "Patti”. One family said "Ve
thought something fishy was going on, but he was a
great waitress so we didn't say anything.” Another
lady, upon coming across "Ms.” Conway, said she thought
"0.K. [f that's the way he wants to dress, fine.”
¢’ Innerview”)

XXXKXX
If you shop at Forgotten Voman, the large-size womens’
fashion store in Beverly Hills, you’'re in good company.

ALL SPRING/SUMMER SHOES MUST GO!
Come carly for best sclection ®  All Sales Final ® No Layaways
OPEN: MONDAY-SATURDAY 10:00 - 5:00
706 South Hill Street #680, Los Angeles, CA 90014 ® (213) 622-8967

° °
o RUSHTON’S °
~ TALL GIRL SHOES 1‘( -
: _MOVING SALE!
: STARTS SATURDAY SEPTEMBER Ist :
° 2 WEEKS ONLY! °
: OPEN LABOR DAY! :
° °
° °
™ °
° °
™ °
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That's where Arnold Schwarzenegger bought the skirts he
wore in the movie "Total Recall”. The clerks are
reportedly still giggling about seeing the Hollywood
he-man shimmying around the dressing room in a micrec-
mini! <(”"National Examiner’®

KELEK X
Meanwhile, here in the Valley, Akeem Olajuwon. the
seven-foot-tall Houston Rockets’ center was shopping
for sport clothes lately. After extensive searching,
he found a tank top to fit his oversized frame at the
Camp Beverly Hills store in WVoodland Hills. But what
the clerks there didn't tell him is that his black,
scoop neck tank top is actually a tank dress! ("L.A.
Times™”)

ERTEXX .
17-year-old Paul W¥ilson of Hermann, Miszsouri, probably
wouldn’ t care about such mundane details as what gender
a piece of clothing was designed for. Vilson is the
first ever male winner in his state’'z 4-H Fashion

Revue, winning top honors with a double-treasted wocl
suit. Vonder if there’'s any significance in that
particular choice of style? (AP

KEXKK XK

Last month, we reported on the discovery of a Ken doll
dressed in Barbie's clothes. Turns out there was a
simple explanation: Toys R Us clerk Ron Zero has
confessed to redressing the doll, claiming the store’s
late-night stockers "always (do) crazy things like
that” including posing the dolls in such scenes as
Barbie spanking Ken, and hanging doils in the aisles.
Zero was fired after acknowledging his crossdressing
prank. ("Daily News”)

XX¥XXXX
British researchers claim they have found a "maleness”
gene in the course of their cancer research.
Scientists at the Imperial Cancer Research Fund
announced that according to their results, a specific
gene in the Y chromosome that tells the developing
fetus to form male sex organs may be lacking in some
"only partially masculinized"” people. Similar research
is being conducted at the Vhitehead Institute in
Massachusetts. (ETVC newsletter)

XXXXXX
After a few sessions with an electrologist, you might
begin to wonder 1f there isn't a quicker and easier way
to permanently remove facial hair. FNow plastic
surgeons have developed a technique as part of
reconstructive surgery for people born with severe
facial defects or burn victims that is now being tested
for use as elective cosmetic surgery.
The new procedure, essentially a face transplant,
replaces an individual’'s dermal and epidermal layers
with those from a donor. Because bone structure
determines facial appearance, the new procedure does
not alter one's looks; however, because testosterone
will stimulate the growth of hair in the new skin, the
procedure is only appropriate for post-operative
transsexuals. (IXE newsletter)

KXXKKXK
Jim Bridges, well-kXnown in the community both locally
and internationally for his cosmetic makeovers, has
enlisted financial backing for a new project of
interest. Jim has proposed a time-shared facility for
the community, to be located in Long Beach, with
private accommodations for those wishing to vacation in
Southern California "en femme”. The facilities will
also include day guest services and on-site
entertainment events that will be of interest to both
the traveler and the local community. Jim hopes to
have the club operational by this winter: for details,
send your name and address to The Club, P.0. Box 3156,
Lakewood CA 90711 and you will receive further
information on the project as it becomes available.

00 YOU HAVE PENPALS AROUND

THE U.§5. 7177
ASK THEM TO SUBSCRIBE TO
“CROSS-TALK" 111
SEND THEM A COPY_OF THE SUBSCRIPTION FORM
ON PAGE 17 ... DO IT TODAY!



ROGER’S NOTEBOOK #5t
STANDARDS OF CARE

Ph.D.

by Roger E. Peo,

One topic which is often questioned by transgendered
people are the "Harry Benjamin Standards.” Vhile
transsexuals are often more familiar with them than are
crossdressers, these standards apply to all persons
with gender discomfort. Just what are these standards
and how are they generally used?

First, some history. More than a decade ago,
clinicians who worked with transgendered persons formed
the Harry Benjamin International Gender Dysphoria
Association (HBIGDA). In the late 1970s members of
this professional organization decided that, due to the
invasive nature of the treatment of transsexualism, a
formalized set of minimal guidelines were necessary.
Such guidelines would provide uniform criteria to guide
clinicians working with transgendered persons. The
initial Standards of Care were published in 1980. They
are concerned with persons who are diagnosed as gender,
dysphoric. The "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders” published by the American Psychiatric
Association (DSM-III-R) has several categories of
gender dysphoria but the ones most closely connected
with these standards are those describing
transsexualism.

The Standards of Care are based upon significant
clinical experience with transsexual clients. They are
guidelines describing who should recommend hormone
treatment and genital reassignment surgery. In
addition, they describe under what conditions such
recommendations should be made. It is here that many
people object to the time limits. They feel that "my
situation is different” from all the other persons who
identify as transsexual, so exceptions should be made.
Usually this means shortening the time for "the real
life test” and/or the recommendation for hormone
therapy. .

I have told countless clients, "It is not possible to
be objective about your own situation.” The purposes
of the Standards of Care and the services of a
clinician are to prevent a person from taking
irrevocable steps which they can regret later. The
most difficult part of the whole process is making the
diagnosis of transsexual. It cannot be made quickly
even though the person emphatically states that they
are transsexual. | am sure many of you have heard the
"horror stories” of persons who have obtained genital
reassignment surgery and then discovered to their
dismay that it was not right for them. A careful
investigation into such cases will usually show that
the person and/or the clinician did not follow the
Standards of Care.

Genital reassignment surgery and even hormone therapy
are serious procedures which must be used cautiously.
Side effects are many and some are irreversible. While
there are always ways to circumvent the Standards of
Care, to do so exposes the person to unnecessary risks.
Experience of many transsexuals has validated this
conservative approach to be the safest.

[(If you have a topic you would like Dr. Peo tc write
about, or have a rebuttal, please write him directly at
4887, Poughkeepsie NY 12602 or call (914)
“ All communications are confidential. This
column may be reprinted in any non-profit
organization’'s newsletter so long as Dr.

address appear in the reprinted version.
must obtain written approval.)

Peo’'s name and
All others

(213) 629-2087
TOLL FREE (800) 359-2116

OPEN 7 DAYS
900 AM-9:00 PM

MAGS IINC
5TH AND MAIN
ADULT BOOKSTORE

World's Largest Selection
of TV/TS Publications
» Free Catalog Available ¢
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DR. JOHN BROUN IMPRISONED

(ATEC) -- Dr. John Ronald Brown of Chulia Vista has been
found guilty in San Diego of four counts of practicing
medicine without a license. He was sentenced to three
years in prison and ordered to pay $10,000 to a
30-year-old Orange County transsexual due to gross
negligence.

Brown has performed over 500 gender reassignment
surgeries in his 40 years of practice. He is well
known in the gender community but has always been the
subject of much controversy, with some of his former
patients swearing by him ... and others swearing at
him.

Brown's license was revoked in 1977 because of gross
negligence, and he was unsuccessful in a 1983 bid +to
regain it. In 1985 he was convicted in San Francisco
of practicing without a license for performing the same
kind of operations, and was at that time ordered not to
continue. Since that time, Brown has been practicing
in Mexico.

IMPERIAL COURT BEGINS
KIX REIGN

(kmr) -- Gregg and Charity were installad as Emperor
and Empress of the Imperial Court of tke San Fernando
Valley at the Coronation ceremony August 11. The
ceremony, which begins the XIX Reign of the Court, was
held at the Beverly Garland Hotel in Forth Hollywood,
and also included the awarding of $5,000 in
scholarships to §ay and lesbian college students, and
$1,500 to Virginia Uribe's "Project 10" for gay and
lesbian youth.

Two nights earlier, the Imperial Court of Denver hosted
a roast of the retiring monarchs, Emperor Howard and
Empress Julie. It was followed on Friday night by a
bus tour of Valley bars and nightclubs. to familiarize
visiting dignitaries from throughout the U.S. and
Canada with the local culture.

"CROSS-TALK" THE TRANSGENDERED COMMUNITY'S
FASTEST GROWING NEWSLETTER!
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OPINIONS & COMMENTS

UP ON MY SOAPBOX
THE ESSENTIAL EILEEN

by Eileen -

i’'ve been feeling very "existential” the last few
weeks. Oh, just the standard stuff: Who am i? WVhy am
i here? Vhere am i coming from? Vhere do i go from
here?

It's all tended to drive me toward writing a very
un-scapbox-like column.

Part of what got me into this mood where the pair of
letters Kymberleigh received from a dissatisfied
subscriber. One of the complaints was directed at
another contributor’s article on passing in public.
The correspondent didn't seem to think that the
material was relevant, since (s)>he neither dressed "to
fool anyone”, nor thought, apparently, that any of
"Cross-Talk"s readers were capable of such.

As 1 was saying, it caused me to loock inside and try to
sort out what it all might mean ... and whether my
feelings might be similar to those of anyone else in
our Community.

Similarly, an occasiocnal stray inguiry about where my
head was at, or from what philosophical base i reason,
started me wondering if it would be appropriate to
write a background piece.

Thanks, once again, to Anne m. for making the
first move and nudging me out O imidity.

Starting at the beginning, i am one of those souls
whose earliest memories, about age four, involve an
awareness of my feminine inclinations. Like many
others in our community, my feminine element developed
sporadically during my growth to adulthood, as the
pressures of academia, social life, and learning
several trades consumed my energies.

i am married, in a union which has survived more than
21 years, to a spouse who fairly typically ... 1is
reluctantly supportive.

Ve both consider ourselves to be Christian, in the
original sense of the term.

Ve have children. It is believed that they do not know
about my feminine component.

Politically, i find myself most nearly in agreement
with the Libertarian philosophy. As a result, You may
safely assume that i do not generally favor applying
the force of civil law to my religious convictions. 1
do believe that the state has every right to act in
RESOLUTION; in fact, much of what is a matter of law
now, actually belongs in the realm of the former.

i do not have an opinion on EVERY subject, and those i

(CONTINUED, PAGE 14)
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THE NEED FOR A NEW TERM

by Kymberleigh Richards
Editor & Publisher, "Cross-Talk”

I recently had the opportunity to speak before a
graduate class in human sexuality at Cal State Long
Beach on transgendered behavior. I found the students
(as | expected Masters' candidates to be) articulate,
with intelligent Questions and very little ignorance.
But I must admit to having difficulty with one question
put to me that evening:

"WVhat do you call yourself?”

That is a difficult question for me because I don't
really identify anymore with either "TV* or "TS" ...
the best-known terms in the transgendered community. I
don't believe that [ am a "transvestite” anymore, since
I live full-time as Kym. Nor do [ consider the word
"transsexual” a valid description for myself, since
that implies orientation toward sex reassignment
surgery. (Vhile I realize that both Benjamin and
Docter have in the past used terms such as "secondary
transsexual” to describe a TS who is not surgically
inclined, [ disagree with that concept.)

Many in the community subscribe tc the use of Virginia
Prince’s word "transgenderist” to identify an
individual who chooses to live fuil-time in a gender
role opposite to their physical sex. [ believe,
however, that EVERYONE in our community no matter

TAG, YOU’RE IT ...
ROLE MODELS

Julian Bond hosts a show called "ABF” which deals with
issues of the Black community of this country. I was
flipping through the channels when [ stopped to watch
this show. They (Mr. Bond and his guests) were
discussing the reasons that the prison population is so
disproportionately black compared to the general
population. In large part the cause was due to a lack
of positive role models for young black men, or perhaps
I should say boys (not intended in the pejorative).
This got me thinking about our community. Vhat role
models do we have? WVho was the first person you
remember that was openly crossdressed? The operative

word here is 'openly’. I would have to say ... and
whoever said hindsight is 20/20 {s crazy ... the first
person was Jim Bailey, the "illusionist”. Most of us

would probably have some similar answer, some
professional female impersonator. If not Jim Bailey
then perhaps Charles Pierce. WVho, specifically, is not
terribly important, it is what they do that bears
significance.

But, wait a minute, these role models are men. Ve know
that, they make a point of letting us know. It's part
of their act.

Vho are our positive role models?

Virginia Prince? Merissa Sherrill Lynn? Christine
Jorgensen? Renee Richards? Sheila Kirk?

Vhy not Mariette Pathy Allen? Gloria Steinem? NMorgan
Fairchild? Elizabeth Taylor? Sandra Day O’Connor?

My role models, Anne’'s role models, have always been
women. Now, don't get me wrong, there are members of
out community that I admire for having the courage to
be openly what they are, and "damn the torpedoces”. But
it is not the Anne part of me that admires them.
Because we are dealing with something of a split
identity, perhaps-it is appropriate that we have two
sets of ideals. One set teaches us what women are, the
other teaches us what we can do.

But.

It seems to me that many members of our community deal
only with one set of role models. And depending on who
you are talking about that set can be one or the other.
Personally I find those without female role models
distasteful, and those without male role models.
disconnected from reality.

Do we use role models only for the superficial? Do we
only care about women so we can copy how they dress

(CONTINUED, PAGE 19)

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND YOUR OWN COMMENTARIES
OR RESPOND TO THOSE VIEWS ALREADY EXPRESSED.
"CROSS-TALK"
P.0. BOX 944
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91365

which of the infinite points in the spectrum of
transgendered behavior he or she most closely
identifies with ... is a transgenderist. It is grossly
unfair to use this term to describe only one narrow
part of the whole spectrum.

I also considered using the word "androgyne”, but that
doesn’t do the job either, since it implies having
gender characteristics that make it unclear whether the
individual in question is male or female ... and I
definitely look like a girl these days!

I thought about, but discarded such compléx phrases as
"non-surgical transsexual” and "full-time
transvestite”, since they don't really answer the
question. Instead, the phrasing leads to a more
complicated series of questions to more clearly.define
what I am. I have concluded that there is a need for a
new term to properly describe someone who lives
full-time with a gender role opposite to his or her
physical sex.

I talked with Anne Blackwood about this neoclogic
dilemma. She suggested a word, rooted in Latin <(as
"transvestite” 1s); "transvitae" , translated as

(CONTINUED, PAGE 20)
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THE URY OF THE UEREUOMAN

by Phaedra Kelly

Androgyny, from two Greek words meaning man (andro) and
woman (gyne) was the earliest recorded term from a
settled race for what we call today transgender. Even
earlier nomads and tribalists had terms for it such as
e La Ha (Coccopa Indian) and Heemahnah (Apachianata
tribes), the term Berdaches presumed to be of either
old French or Spanish origin and a slang term for
whore, was applied by the Conquistadors on their
meeting Native American transgendered.

There are as many ancient terms for vampires and
werewolves. All the variants on shapechanging, be they
to/from animal or across the gender borders can be
found, in the roots of all the races and faiths of the
world where ever there is humanity the two kinds of
shapechanger exist side by side.

Given which fact, it is not so unusual that they should
share some characteristics and similarities, even
overlay some of their method. Their histories touch
each other closely, as they touch all things between
them. Yet seldom is a comparison consciously
undertaken.

Ve live now in a society which blinds itself to its own
ignorances with a superficial sophism and technocratic
mystique. In our so-called civilized world, minorities
are feared and reviled more than ever before. Vhere
once persecution had a blatant motive in superstitionms,
and punishment for difference was swift and emphatic,
the fear of now is unstated and ignored in itself with
the result, that difference is punished by isolation
and within an illusory freeness to be, a genocidal
suffocation by conveniently and often hypocritically
elastic mores.
In democracy, another old Greek word which for its
egalitarian suggestion, in probability, was inspired by
the human dualism of androgyny, each individual has a
right to opinion. But there is no onus put upon the
individual to rationalize that opinion.

Most critics, be they of the modern human vampire, or
of transgender will premise their critique with "I
think ." which, for anybody needing to answer ought
to be the core of the challenge, when the remainder of
the critic’'s statement reveals that they don’'t think.
At best, they grunt their way through a series of
poorly coordinated brain motor functions index 1inked
to a limited series of value judgements. But for being
at the unfortunate end of this kind of "thought"” daily,
if only through a media centered on undermining all we
believe and hold dear, such minorities as ours are
obliged every moment to think, and think deeply.

In challenging our own cognition and monitoring our
behavior patterns, we share (the vampire and the
werewoman) a whole separate pantheism closer to that
eclectic one beloved of ancestral tribal Shamans, and
an awareness of the properties, uses and applications
of time and sSpace akin to Quantum theory.

The vampire seeks to live forever through death, the
androgyne succeeds in living a natural span as a
cyclical contlnuum, defying death and age, through life
itself.

IF YOUR BOYSELF WEARS GLASSES

YOUR GIRLSELF NEEDS THEMTOO.

GIVE HER THE CONSIDERATION A LADY DESERVES
GET HER A PAIR OF BEAUTIFUL FEMININE GLASSES.

We offer complete op tical service
at reasonabie prices. Over 300 styles

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

ASK FOR ELLIOTT AND SAY THAT YOU ARE A
FRIEND OF KYMBERLEIGH.

We have private fitting rooms and are Mrmm
of the needs of TVs. No

REGAL OPTICIANS
2402 W. 6tH ST.. Los ANGELES

(213) 382-7606

A prepubescent child, despite what Freud liked to call
polymorphous perversity or the naive physical
experimenting of an infant, is an asexual and looks,
thinks and behaves in a dual fashion. No matter the
haphazard experimentation of social science of late, an
infant is an androgyne quite naturally. At the otker
end of the human scale of age, the post menopausal
elderly achieve {(or relearn) a methodical dualism of
thought and action, a justice and wisdom, and also take
on a dual look; many old men could be mistaken for old
women and vice versa in their looks.

Only the middle aged suffer a frenetic urgency to
identify themselves as one thing or another, only the
middle years invented sexuality, and all the worst
weaponry of the sex war.

These may be reasons why it is those beyond infancy and
before elderly, who rape children, grannies, animals
and each other while protesting their age groups' own
actions, and who round on the transgendered and the
vampire for, in their two different ways, transcending
that hectic barrier of a midlife. They, while denying
the dualism documented as native to all humans, and the
majority of other species too, simultaneously envy it
in others.

Vhat was once penis envy, then vaginal envy,
what in truth, it always was, androgyny envy. Everyone
would like a holiday in someone else's body, and those
who can construct it from their own mind, soul and body
despite, and often because of the hardships others make
for them for it, have acquired a sensual "je ne sais
quoi” outshining that of ordinary mortal man or woman.
both vampires and transgenderists can charm
anybody/thing, of any age or gender. As importantly,
but less obviously accepted, both can remain aloof to
the charms of others if they so choose. True
independence in an illusory self deceiving world, is
poorly rewarded.

In the seventies I began to look into the depth and
width of androgyny envy in society, beginning with the
most obvious effect of the cause, murder. An extreme
behavior which reveals in detail what happened in a
mind, and because most murderers are caught and all are
reviled, 1s seldom as readily denied by media and
society.

After half a decade of collecting, collating and
examining information on all types of murder, ! was
forced to accept (against a scientific integrity which
feared it was too swift and easy a finding) that all
murder is in some way originated by and related to a
human terror of inner, personal polarity of gender
identity (i.e., androgyny envy).

Looking at the mythic vampire, whose soul is not their
own but in the keeping of the Christian’'s Devil, it
would seem that by being the undead they have
effectively abandoned the other self, and become a kind
of monist. But escapism like that would be expected,
once the myth became the property of a Judeo-Christian
pantheism, in which there is good and evil and all
people are thought to be born inately evil with

(CONTINUED, PAGE 20)

has become
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THE MAKEUP MIRROR

SOLVINGE A "HAIRY" PROBLEM

by Valerie

Before you can achieve the best look possible with
makeup, all facial hair should completely be removed.
This may sometimes irritate the skin, especially when
it is sensitive and you must shave really close.

Try using a water soluble cleansing cream or gel and

rinse with warm water. If you must shave often, and
use an electric shaver, alternate between it and a
manual razor. (Ed. Note: As recommended in the June

"Odds & Ends” column, the "Sensor” cartridge-type razor
and "Edge with Lanolin” shave cream tend to give good
results with little irritation.)

Some tips for a more effective and more comfortable
shave with a manual razor:

Keep your razor clean and wipe with rubbing alcochol
before use. Also, allow your shaving cream or gel to
soften the beard for about two minutes before you
shave.

Start at the the cheeks and work your way down without
stroking each area with your razor more than twice.
Rinse with warm water, then with cold. (To help
conserve water, fill the washbasin before you start and
use that water supply for dampening the skin pre-shave
cream and for clearing your razor during the shaving
process. Then you won’'t feel so guilty using more
water to rinse twice!)

Aftershaves tend to be loaded with perfumes. These
irritate the skin, so use witch hazel or other mild
astringent instead. Follow this with a moisturizer ...
pat it on; rubbing is too harsh on the skin!

Use powdered alum or a mud mask to stop bleeding on
small cuts. Be sure to use alcohol on your skin before
using tweezers to pull out ingrown hairs!

(By the way, 1f you drive a lot or are otherwise out in
the sun a lot during the day, a sunscreen 1is very
important to keeping your face soft and healthy.
Coopertone makes an excellent SPF 45 that is both
waterproof and hypoallergenic.)

Remember, hair growth starts well below the surface
layer of the skin so you may still have a dark shadow
after shaving. Next month, I'll discuss how to conceal
that shadow properly.

-8-

FASHION NOTEBOUK
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NEW! NEW!
TUCK-AWAY GENDER CHANGER

(POUCH & THONG PANTY)
TOTALLY CONCEALS YOUR MALENESS.
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THE ELEMENTS OF STYLE

(from "Beauty Handbook")

There's a new approach to fashion now. Less is more,
individual style is the key. Clean and uncluttered in
fluid shapes, the latest designs play up your
femininity without being too overt

NEV AGE LOOKS: Spirituality is the driving force
behind this major fashion trend. The start of a new
decade has indeed triggered a whole new sSensibility
that is, without a doubt, reflected by the freshest
fashions. Vhite, for instance, is the newest no-color
color to emerge onto the sStyle scene. Symbolic of
purity and new beginnings, snowy ivory and all of its
counterparts like ecru and beige, capture the feeling
of freedom that abounds, while emphasizing the return
to all that is natural.

PEEK-A-BOO: The latest way to wear white is in sheer
shirts and crocheted sweaters. Lace is also back in
vogue. FNo longer relegated to elegant evenings, this
ultra-feminine fabric is making a comeback in shirts
and blouses as well as skirts. Black is also top
priority in the latest look of see-through. Adding
drama and a touch of elegance, dusky tones bring out
the sexy side of these current fashions. If the shirt
is slightly opaque, the sweater knitted with room for a
view, wear a camisole, bustier or tank top underneath.
Vhile fashion borders on the sensuous, there’s no need
to make a public display of your hidden assets.
ATTENTION, PLEASE: Making a major impact now ...
nautical inspired jackets, shirts and pants in a lineup
of navy blues and whites. Embellished with braid and
brass buttons, the military-style jacket moves from the
office to lunch dates with ease; creamy trousers add
the right amount of color contrast. T-shirts done up
in French sailor stripes and crisp white blouses also
command attention.

SUITS AND SUCH: Valking shorts, worn with color-
complementary hose or none whatsoever, lend a working
alternative to skirts when paired with a long jacket
that reaches to your fingertip. Skirts are also a key
component now ... the hippest variety ride high on the
thigh, revealing lots of leg. Colors go the gamut in
the suit story, ranging from pale blues to rich’ plums,
from black and white to subtle earth tonmes.

GOING GRAPHIC: Vhile prints are always powerful, dcts
and stripes add graphic relief to the warm weather
selection. Polka dots look fresh on sheer chiffon
dresses and blouses. Stripes ... pin-thin or wide
awnings ... liven up pants, T-shirts and man-tailored
blouses.

COLOR PERFECT: FNeutrals, in a palette of rosy pinks,
beiges and creams, are one of the newsiest color
stories now. WVarm earth tones are also central to
style, reflecting the high interest in global
consciousness and fashion influences from the 70’s.
Black and white is, of course, always right, while
blue, in all shades from powder to marine, is one oI
the most directional colors to date.

ADD-ORS: Vith style so spare, elegant accessories are
accenting everything now. Pearls in all lengths and
sizes are winding ’'round wrists and necks: earrings
dangle long, to the shoulder. Handbags, particularly
handle bags, constructed like the old-fashioned purse
from the ’'60’'s, also enhance fashion's new attitude of
femininity.

Gender
EXPRESSIONS
gonder darwinism - title VIl - stundords of care

- pychapmbokagy - voodoo gesdersamics -
surgery on demand with no apologies

single copy $5.95 Electronic Media ARTS
six issue subscription $30.00 PO Box 150
check/money order to: Concord NH 03302-0150
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THE GENDER COMMUNITY:

A POLITICA
DISC

SCHISMS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY

Goals of the Nineties should include repairing, once
and for all, the divisive schism of mistrust and
discomfort that exists among several groups that have
essentially the same overall political and social
goals; goals of economic freedom and choice of
lifestyles. The three groups consist of the Gay
community, the Cross Dressing community, and the
Transsexual community. There has been an "uneasy
alliance” that has traditionally existed between these
groups. The TS resented the TV for not being as public
with their desired expression of femininity and not
experiencing the social ostracism and the job
discrimination that a TS suffers, sometimes finding
herself in a newly created economic "pink ghetto”. On
the other hand, strictly heterosexual TV groups have
been somewhat exclusive and discriminatory towards
Gays, Bisexuals, and suspicious of the TS and his or
her needs in their newly acquired role of the opposite
sex. The Gay community as a whole have felt that their
tastes and goals were entirely different than that of
the Gender community. After identifying gender
preferences long ago and working hard to overcome
society’'s unjust discrimination by coalescing political
power in the Seventies and Eighties, Gays perhaps feel
that the Gender community is not of their concern.

They have only recently worked out some divisive
differences within their own community involving some
opposing goals of Gay men and Gay women

A major goal of the 90’s should be: How to bring
together the visible "T" community with the invisible
"T" community. Valt Kelly’s Pogo once said, "Ve have
met the enemy and he is us”. There are two major
problems here, namely apathetic detachment and dogmatic

infighting.
There is a kind of malaise by many in this invisible
community regarding Gender community involvement. The

social crossdresser will go out for a weekend adventure
in the safe haven of a social club, perhaps quietly
resentful of the almost certain scorn of the general
public, but too fearful or unconcerned to do anything
to change those views. WVith this attitude so
prevalent, the question I pose today is: Does the
"Community” we so casually refer to even exist or is it
merely wishful thinking on our part? Are we just a
collection of individuals focusing on our own selfish
goals or do we have a larger altruistic agenda?

Then of course there is the question of bringing
together the visible community, with all its petty
bickering and disruptive philosophic posturing. How
can we hope to educate the general public as to who we
really are with so much energy wasted on infighting
among splinter groups? The public regards us with a
good deal of suspicion based on archaic stereotypes
promoted by media, mistrust, and misinformation.

How will we reach great numbers of unhappy, isolated
pecple making their own lonely discovery of true gender
expression? Vithout access to support groups or
knowledge of educated professionals, many are so
consumed by guilt or shame they begin to consider
suicide as a serious alternative, especially among

< Katherine's Kreations
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Haute Couture or
Wardbrobe Basics
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Comfortable, private fittings
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teenagers. In 1989, the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services task force on youth suicide estimated
that Gay teenagers may comprise as much as 30% of the
total number of youth suicides. [ feel that gender
related issues are often lumped in with this figure.
Don't we have an obligation to those people as well as
ourselves? -

The conflict that exists among various groups leads to
lots of siily finger pointing in an "US vs THEM’
attitude. IFGE is a solution for the 90's in that it
is trying to find a common ground among Gays,
Crossdressers, and Transsexuals to present a united
front on issues of mutual concern.

One such example of polarizing and ideclogical semantic
time wasters is the "label” game. One gender group has
recently complained that IFGE couldn't speak for the
transsexual because it was run by, quote, "Male
Crossdressers”. This kind of short sighted ignorance
overlooks a built-in irony in the community. "Male
Crossdressers” will be visible a lot longer than
transsexuals because it 1s the transsexual’s main goal
to be absorbed into society and disappear, often
attempting to erase all previous history.

In either case, we need to help each other and it is
precisely this kind of dissention that impedes helping
others in coming out. Vho is there to help and offer
peer group support? QOutside of the need for the
professional counseling community, there is also a need
in the 90's to address issues related to the legal
rights of the community and to work to erase a public
stigma concerning this particular "mode of expression”.
Ve should expect that most post-op TS's will eventually
disappear from our ranks because of their intended

(CONTINUED, PAGE 14)
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
EVENTS CALENDAR

.
2

U

VALLEY GIRLS EVENTS:

Sat., Sep. 22 - House Party at Mykee's house in the
Hollywood Hills, 7 PM___ 222 Call

Kymberlei 18) or Mykee
at (213 to arrange
carpools. some refreshments to

share, please!

Fri., Sep. 28 - Veekend in Laughlin,
Sep. 30).
Clipboard”.

27 - Halloween Party (tentative).
and location TBA.

Sat., Nov. 24 - House Party at Mykee's.

listing for details.

Every Sat. - Informal "after-hours" social at

Sitton's, Tujunga & Magnolia in North
Hollywood, starting at 2 AM.

("The Valley Girls” is a socially-oriented transgender

group promoting friendship through socializing; in

addition to scheduling our own events, we support the
activities of other organizations throughout Southern

California.)

NV (through Sun.,
Details in "Kymberleigh's
Sat., Oct. Details

See Sep. 22

OTHER LOS ANGELES AREA EVENTS:

Sat., Sep. 8 - Marlayna & Melisa's "On The Scene”
night at the Queen Mary, 10 PM - 2 AM.
Theme: '"Ladies In Red”.
Sat., Sep. 15 - P.P.0.C.'s "Las Vegas Night".
(714) 779-9013 for information.
Sun., Sep. 16 - Sunday Afternocon "Tea” Dance, 4 - 7 PN,
at the Queen Mary. Admission $2 at the
door: Proceeds benefit Pioneer Home
AIDS hospice.
Fri., Sep. 21 - "Girls' Night Out” dance party,
9 PM - 1 AM, 13201 Saticoy St., North
Hollywood.
Sat., Sep. 22 - Marlayna & Melisa’'s "Fantasy Fashions”
night at the Queen Mary, 10 PM - 2 AM.
Fri., Sep. 28 - Tasha & Marlayna's "Cherchez La Femme
Night”, 10 PM - 2 AM, at Act One, 8612
Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove.
9 - 21st Annual "Universal Ball”, at the
Mayflower Ballroom in Inglewood.
Ticket information TBA.
Sun., Dec. 23 - Southern California Christmas Dinner,
4 - 7 PM, at the Queen Mary (sponscred
by "Cross-Talx”). Details TBA.

Call

Fri., Nov.

FATIONAL EVENTS:

Sept. 20-23: "Paradise in the Poconos” weekend:
Vrite Creative Design Services,

P.0. Box 1263. King of Prusszia PA
319406 for information.

"Fantasia Fair”: Vrite P.0O. Box 11254,
Lincolnia Station, Alexandria VA 22312
for details, or call Kymberleigh for a
brochure.

"Fall Harvest Veekend and Moonshadow
Ball": Vrite CAF, P.0O. Box 4092,
Overland Park KS for information.
Tri-Ess "Holiday En Femme"” national
convention, Houston TX: Details were
included in the latest issue of the
"Femme Mirror”: if you did not receive
yours, write ‘ane EZllen Fairfax at
P.0. Box 1105, Alief.TX 77411-1105.

Nov. 14-18:

Third Annual “"Texas 'T' Party”,
sponsored by 3oulton & Park Society.
Vrite P.0O. Box 169652, San Antonio TX
78280, or call (512) 657-2540 for info.
I.F.G.E. "Coming Together” convention,

Denver CQ, sponsored by Gender Identity
Center. Details from P.0. Box 367,
Vayland MA 01778,

"California Dreamin’” weekend,
co-sponscred by "Cross-Talk” and
P.P.0.C., at the Burbank Holiday Inn.
Details TBA.

May 1-5:

ON-GOING LOCAL SUPPORT GROUPS:

Androgyny meets every Tuesday.
(213) 467-8317.

Crossdressers Heterosexual Intersocial Club (CHIC)
meets on the second Saturday of each month. For
security reasons, only members may attend. Vrite.for
membership information to P.0. Box 562, Duarte 91010.
Lambda Alpha Chapter, Tri-Ess meets on the first
Saturday of each month. The next meeting will be held
on September & to avoid conflicts with the Labor Day
weekend. Call ¢818) 303-3858 for time and location.
Pansocial Center workshop, rap and social is held on
the first Saturday of each month. For directions, call
(818) 989-3700 or <(213) 873-3700.

Powder Puffs Of California (P.P.0.C.) meets on the
third Saturday of each month. For details call

(714> 779-9013.

For details call

OTHER SUPPORT GROUPS (NATIONAL):

Beta Chi Chapter Tri-Ess, Mississippi:
Boulton & Park Society, San Antonioc TX:
Chi Chapter Tri-Ess, Chicago:

Chicago Gender Society:

Cross-Port, Cincinnati OH:

Delta Omega Chapter Tri-Ess, Dallas:
ETVC, San Francisco:

Gender Identity Center, Denver:

Heart of Texas Gender Alliance, Austina:
NVGA, Portland OR:

Renaissance, Philadelphia:

Sacramento Gender Association:

Tiffany Club, Boston:

TGIC, Albany FY:

(601) 982-7678
(512) 657-2540
(708) 364-9514
(312) 434-5445
(513) 851-6174
(817> 261-3253
(415) 763-3959
(303) 458-5378
(512) 892-6454
(503> 774-8463
(215) 640-9449
(916> 362-8131
(508) 358-2305
(518) 436-4513

LOCAL NIGHTCLUBS & BARS:

"Queen Mary”, 12449 Ventura Blvd., Studio City, is open
every night except Mondays. A female impersonator
revue is featured in the front lounge Wednesdays
through Sundays. Socialize with the local TG community
in the back bar. "Buffalo Fridays"”, after 7pm, feature
a complimentary buffalo wings buffet.

"Club 22", 4882 Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood, is
open seven nights a week, catering to the lesbian
community; however, crossdressers (in small groups) are
well-received. Happy Hour 3-7pm daily; Live DJ Friday,
Saturday and Sunday nights; Complimentary buffet Sunday
afternoon & evening.

"Peanute”, 7969 Santa Monica Blvd., Vest Hollywood, is
open to crossdressers on Friday, Saturday, and Monday
nights (featuring a drag revue on Fridays and Mondays).
Live DJ all nights.

"Palms"”, 8572 Santa Monica Blvd., Vest Hollywood, is
primarily a lesbian bar, but crossdressers ‘and other
lifestyles) are also welcomed seven nights a week. Live
DJ on Friday & Saturday nights.

"Library", 2815 E. Main St., Ventura, is open to the
gay, lesbian, and transgendered lifestyles on
Saturdays, Sundays, and Thursdays. Live DI

"0il Can Harry's", 11502 Ventura Blvd., Studio City, is
open to all lifestyles on Saturday nights. featuring
dancing and other activities.




THE BEARDED LADY

SENDING A DISCREET MESSAGE
by Ricky gunt A

I saw another one today. I was driving along a country
road and over there on the left, by the well Xkept
farmhouse was another of those rather weird examples of
modern art known as the "Moonie”. Have you ever seen a
moonie? No, I am not talking about some earnest and
well scrubbed youth in the airport lounge selling
flowers for the Korean Messiah, but rather the mushroom
shaped and gaily painted depiction of someone’'s legs
and nether regions that are sprouting on lawns all over
like, well like mushrooms. Perhaps these decorations
have not made it to your part of the world yet, but It
Is Only A Matter Of Time. (Read that pretentiously, as
befits the Capitals.) From a distance a Moonie looks
like an overgrown mushroom sprouting on the lawn after
a night's rain in the heat of summer, but as you
approach near enough to make out the detail it resolves
into the classic Moon Position as seen out the rear
window of a 'S5 Chevy after the prom and before the
cops return the offender to his parents’ custody. A
uniquely American art form to say the least.

But why, you might ask, am [ describing Modern American
art when you expected a dissertation on transvestism
and the ramifications thereof? Vell, keep your panties
on and I will endeavor to explain. You see, the
mushroom outline of a moonie is most pronounced when
the figure is wearing a skirt, so there are many
moonies out there with brightly colored skirts exposing
various amounts of slip and panties.

I suppose it depends on how liberated (or kinky) you
are as to how much you want your moonie to let it all
hang out. But while the moonie that inspired this
dissertation had only a modicum of exposed white frills
and no evidence of more private undergarments in view,
it had markedly hairy legs and combat boots. That's
what [ said a skirt, hairy legs and combat boots.
Just why is an obviously prosperous farmhouse in the
middle of nowhere sporting such an ornament on the
front lawn? Vhy not a pair of pink flamingos or a lawn
jockey? I might expect a duck with counter-rotating
propellers for wings or even a plaster deer, but hairy
legs and combat boots below a skirt?

Then it hit me. Remember a while back when there was a
bit of controversy about finding a discrete logo that
would identify the bearer as one of your sisters
without trumpeting the message to the world? I, along
with many others, was a bit leery about anything like
that because it would inevitably become public
knowledge and the glaring light of day would enter our
unwilling closets. Sure [ would like to know my
sisters, but a P.0. box is safer. I had a devil of a
time not stopping to ask, but I feel sure that one of
my sisters must live there, and she had solved the

(CONTINUED, PAGE 19)

We Carry:

Dresses, Skirts,
Lingerie, Shoes,
Wwigs,
Beard Cover,
Make-Up,
Garter Belts,
Waist Chinchers,
Corsets,

o CLASSIC PUMPS ¢
® STAGE PUMPS o
Maids Uniforms,

SIZES 9 to 14 Breast Forms,

RED & BLACK LEATHER Bras,
OR PATENT LEATHER Nylon Hose,

5" or 6" HEELS Pantyhose

(Crotchless &
Just $95.00 inciudes S & H
Calitornia residents add 6%% sales tax (ianerlsem

Phone orders with M/C or Visa

MANY OTHER STYLES OF
SHOES IN STOCK!

» MAKE-UP .
LESSONS
By Appointment
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NATIONAL PUBLICATION REVIEW

“TRANSVESTIA" REPRINTS ANNOUNCED

CHANGE OF OWNERS AT "GEN X"
"FEMANINE" /" LADYLIKE"/"TAPESTRY"

by Kymberleigh Richards
Vell-read (but overworked) Editor

One of the best publications (and probably the first)
in the history of the transgendered community was
Virginia Prince’s "Transvestia”. Back issues of this
ploneering magazine are prized possessions for many,
and their contents are so timeless that they are
rereadable indefinitely. Sandy Thomas has obtained the
copyrights to all 100 issues, and plans to create a new
fiction series by reprinting stories from the older
issues. Along with the copyrights came hundreds of
back issues of the original magazines, which Sandy is
selling for $7.00 an issue (5 for $30.00), plus 31.00
per book shipping (up to a $4.00 maximum). The issues
she has available are #78, 79, 88 through 93, and 95
through 98. She suggests listing second choices when
ordering as supplies of some issues are limited.
Sandy has also acquired the copyrights to the old
Transvestia/Chevalier fiction series, and is in the
process of retypesetting the stories for eventual
republication.

{L==>>
In a move designed to strengthen "Gender Expressions”
as a source of information to the community, Janet Lynn
Christon’s Electronic Media ARTS has assumed production
and distribution of the magazine, replacing Siobhan
Donovan and Bisley Enterprises.
Christon will continue as editor in chief of GenX, and
has also engaged the services of a new printer to solve
the difficulties in production quality evident in the
past. She also plans to introduce a pre-paid reader
service card in the next issue.
All existing GenX subscriptions will be honored, as
will all advertising contracts.

{L==>>
I have to'hand it to Tania Volen. Vhen she announced a
companion newspaper for "The Transvestian” a couple of
years ago, [ was a bit skeptical that she could tone
down the overtly sexual content enough to create a
significantly different publication. Well, the ninth
issue of "Femanine” arrived around the first of the
month, and I am IMPRESSED.
In "Femanine”, | see a cleaner set of personal ads,
with tasteful photos, well-written, discreet copy, and
a fairly well-organized layout in which it is not
difficult to figure out what paragraph goes with which
picture.
The latest issue also includes a number of articles,
most of which try to address issues and concerns within
the TG community. [ refer specifically to Patricia
Vodjowski's column (discussing hormones) and Denise

(CONTINUED, PAGE 22)

Lydia’s TV Fashions
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CALL (818) 9957195
FOR CATALOG (SEND $5.00)3

13837 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 2
Sherman QOaks, California 91423

Store Hours:
Monday through Friday - 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday - 11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
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CONSIDERING A WIFE'S ACCEPTANCE
by R 1
oy rosain @

Although this is a personal commentary, and not
research based, [ present it in the hopes of gathering
comments and ideas from other wives and couples.

WVhat is it that can make-a wife who has felt accepting
and positive about the influence of crossdressing on
her lJusband, move to the point of a negative attitude?
I am an educated person with a background in sexuality
issues, family problems and counselling. My husband’'s
expression of his crossdressing was initially seen as
positive to his self-esteem and to our relationship.

It was hoped that sharing of intimate feelings and
open communication would strengthen our relationship,
and it did at first

It is true that I did not have all positive feelings
and my husband in his "femme"” persona did take some
getting used to. I came to feel comfortable being with
Robyn and to grow to love her as [ loved my husband.
This was the start of a relationship with my "best girl
friend”. I enjoyed shopping for her and seeing her joy
at trying on feminine apparel. [ get a kick out of
sharing items from my wardrobe with her. I welcomed
her into my bed at times and found her a source of
nurturing and comfort at times.

This may all sound like a crossdresser's dream. Vhat
then soured my feelings? Slowly, and at times not so
slowly, this girlfriend that I invited into my life
took over. She wanted to do my cooking, mother my
children and even share my role in bed. Hanging in my
husband’'s closet are Robyn's clothes and his male
clothes; in my closet are only female clothing. [ do
not have another identity or role to play. Xy best
friend not only wants to share my life, but to take
over my roles, clothing and my husband. You might
occasionally really enjoy sharing your home and family
with a friend you love, but if she came in and took
over what you saw as your roles and rights, would you
feel like inviting her back?

A person whose self-identity is threatened is bound to
feel negative. My expression of this negativity is
seen as a threat to my husband’s crossdressing and his
self identity. This closes off the paths of good
communication. So the problem of self identity is
driving us apart not leading us into a more open
and intimate relationship. It is very difficult to get
out of this spiral. Since we both feel threatened,
this leads to a kind of verbal shoving match.

I wonder how other wives feel about this. Is there
room for expression of the husband's feminine side and
for the wife to retain her identity as the primary
woman in the marriage?

. WVhile this article was being scanned, Cynthia
's wife, Toni, took the opportunity to read it
a ad her own comments to share:]

No, there isn't. Not unless the crossdresser is very
careful to acknowledge the wife's role as the primary
woman and then to follow through in actions to prove
that that is how he perceives her. Sadly, that rarely
happens I would dare suggest that’'s a damn cold day
in hell when it occurs. And if you wonder why wives

(CONTINUED, PAGE 20)

A unique and private salon
—specializing in one service—
removing undesirable body

hair from fastidious
TVs and TSs

Legs—Thighs—Arms
Underarms—Chest—Back
Stomach—Bikini line—and

any other area where you have
unwanted hair.

WAXING

BY
GLORIA

Follicologist—Cosmetologist
25 Years Experience
818-343-9039
By Appointmenmt

18016 VENTURA BLVD., ENCINO, CA 91316
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GENDER ALTERNATIVES LERAGUE -
ANNOUNCES FORMATION

(kmr) -- Claiming that nder cemmunity is "rsady
for a change”, Cynthia - has announced the
formation of a new organ on to be called the 2nder
Alternatives League (GAL).

GAL's main purpose, according to , will be *o
promote freedom of gender expression. JShe proposes o
do this through educational and political activism, and
to try to bring all members of the community together,
regardless of labels or lifestyle differences. GAL
also intends to join forces with any other groups
trying to achieve the same or similar goals.

GAL's first announced project will be to remove *ke

labels of "mental illness"” and "abnormal” the
DSM-1I1I-R and other medical references.
maintains it is the resultant stigma tha d the

exclusion of transgenderism from protection under
recent civil rights legislation.
After publication of a lengthy edit in the Tri-Ess
national magazine " Femme leror".pﬂ says she has
started to receive letters of sup - d monetary
contributions from the community. Skhe has called for a
member of each transgendered organization to become a

f GAL's board of directors.

may be contacted at P.0O. Box 2392, Napa CA

., or by telephoning (707) 257-1973. A commentary
on GAL's philosophies will appear in next month's "Vox
Populi” column.

FROM SANDY THOMAS

[TCTv ricTion cLassics ) |

MAQAZINE
Yol 718

“NEAR MISS”

Noei's mother wanted a daughier.
tarl ondy hard a son  She had an dea

ASANDY THOMAS

PUBUCAIION

SEND A S.A.S.E. FOR LIST OF AVAILABLE TITLES.
PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:

{ ] GOING A BROAD 7.00 NEW
| | DRESSED TO DANCE 7.00 NEW
{ ] FLIGIT OF FANCY 7.00 NEW
[ 1 NEARDMISS #18 7.00 NEW

First class mail shipping- 1.00 per book, (3.00 maximum)
Total order -AMOUNT ENCLOSED
Make checks payable to: SANDY TIIOMAS ADV..

P.O. Box 1327, STUDIO CITY, CA 91614

Mailing Name

Address

City
1 am over 21

State
arsold. Sign.............

Zip
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FULLING NO_PUNCHLINES GENDER QUESTION OVERSHADOUS
WE HAVE GOOD NEWS, AND BAD NEWS UEST HOLLYUOOD ASSEMBLY RACE

(from "Trans News")

("Renaissance FNews"”) -- Is Elizabeth g. a

cand idate for the Republican nomination r the 45th
State Assembly District, a woman, a transsexual, or a
transvestite?

Vhen becoming a lady, there is good news and bad news:

G : :
;2: ﬁnc::—:;.a urse xa—:]]).luneﬂ;:r find That's the transgender mystery facing officials in Vest
P anything ever again Hollywood, with both Bob Davis, her GOP opponent, and
You get to wear heels You have farther to fall Tom Larkin, co-chair of ian and Gay Republican
You get to sit and relax There is always a line Task Force claiming th“ orjat least was
when you pee -an. Larkin charges Alan
You can wear a skirt Pants are more practical . é?ter beco 13‘“; 1“ th “ng
You can have a great hair It will take you 1% hours . 1 : S O sy B the
style to get ready nmid-1980's, ed a local synagogue in drag.
You can grow long nails You will live in constant He's been-qu calling the candidate "a six-foort,
fear of breaking one four-inch transvestite.”
You will get taken out It's "unladylike” to eat "Basically, we're ‘'outing’ her,"” Davis said, using the
to dinner so much term that describes the practice of forcing gays and
You can wear lipstick You will never find your lesbians out of the closet. "She's a person who is
shade definitely trying to harm gay people, who's got this
Men will open doors They will pinch your bottom (gender) condition and certainly took advantage of the
for you "as you go through o do with one's body as one wishes.”
You get to grow boobs You will get elbowed <(ouch) has refused to respond directly to the charges
You get to be a ditz It won't matter rom Davis and Larkin. But she did say that she was
You won't have to shave You will have to shave sorry about the "gender-bashing attack” that is an

everywhere else attempt "to make sexuality an issue.” She added that

your face
she supported "bread and butter” gay rights issues.

FOR SALE:
HAIR> TO WEAR, ‘WIGS

STy R T L HIBH-HER T VERS 1716 Andreo Avenue, Torrance, CA 90501
KNEE-LENGTH LEATHER SKIRT '"9"0‘:;8'"18"2'9'
SIZE 18/20 .vvevuw... $35. « Home Delivery Service
» Private Appointments Available
CALL KYMBERLEIGH RICHARDS 3 (£18) (NN Aliso Featiring: Joe Blasco Cosmetics

Vaoleric IR 213/320-5015

THE SORORITY GIRLS
INVITE YOUu!

What: GIRLS'NIGHT OUT

TV/TS DANCE PARTY THIS SPACE IN *CROSS-TALK®
For: TV's,TS' & Friends COULD BE YOURS FOR LESS THAN

(Ladies & Gentlemen) $10.00 PER MONTH

when: 3Td Friday, Every Month CALL (B18) 742-7459 FOR DETAILS
Sept 21, Oct 19, Nov 16,
Dec 21, Jan 18, Feb 13,

Where: 13201 Saticoy St.
North Hollywood, Calif.

Tania
S 200 Main St.
Admission: $7.00 per person Tennent, N.J.
201-920-3400
Top 40 music, FREE SODAS, BYOB, . Publol:hcr

Changing room, huge dance hall,
discrete location, safe area,
lots of parking - lot & street

The TRANSVESTIAN
(12 issues — $20.00)

FEMANINE

Information: (213) 660 - 0400 (12 issues — $30.00)
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by KAREN ANN
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GENDER COMMUNITY ... CONT'D

split with the past. Therefore, the "Male
Crossdresser” will naturally fall into long term
leadership positions except for the few brave post-op
souls who choose to remain visible and committed to
common long range goals of the community.

If we are to become a community, we have to be a group
of caring individuals working toward a common goal.
Vhat we have now could be more closely described as a
collection of cliques, factions, and personality cults.
A goal in the 90's is to focus all that energy to try
to eliminate prejudice and ignorance in the general
population.

{This article is based upon a speech Vendy Parker gave
at the 1990 IFGE "Coming Together” convention, and is
being presented in monthly installments. KNext month's
segment will discuss cooperation & pride and the issues
of homophobia.l

THE OUTREACH INSTITUTE v
Presents E,“
THE 16th ANNUAL FANTASIA FAIR

When: OCTOBER 12-21,
Where: PROVINCETOWN, MASS

ANNOUNCES
FANTASIA FAIR'S SPECIAL WEEKEND PROGRAMS
"RELEASING THE WOMAN WITHIN"
October 12- 14

Friday: - Welcome Registration » Welcome Cocktail Party
Saturday: « Orientation « *Going Public® Lancheon
« The Beauty Fair » Encounters Workshop

‘Wherein our staff using the "County Fair Approach” will heip
you develop an individual personal guide to your best makep

and hair styling as well as moch more.

«  Ladies Night Cocktail Pty & Supper + Evening House Party

Sunday: + Church Program * Farewell Breakfast
"FUN EN FEMME WEEKEND"
OCTOBER 19-21

Friday: * Welcome Registration « Fantasy Ball
Saturday: = Luncheon Seminar « Kite Fly Picnic

= Fashion Fair + Encounters Workshop

‘Wherein our staff using the "County Fair Approach” will help
you develop an individual personal guide to your best wardrobe
selection and much more.

Awards Cocktail Party & Banquet + Evening House Party
Church Program * Farewell Rreakfast

WEEKEND RATES
SINGLE; $250 DOUBLE: $240
COUPLES $425
APARTMENT $495

COME TO THE FAIR
AN EXPERIENCE TO REMEMBER

Write FANTASIA FAIR.LINCOLNIA STATION, POB 11254, ALEXANDRIA. VA 22312

Sunday:

)
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SOAPBOX ... CONT'D

do have are subject to revision ... given sufficient
contrary evidence. Furthermore, i have been known to
quite willingly share my opinions with AFYONE imprudent
enough to ask.

My view of crossdressing teeters between it being an
artform ... and being a crutch, with which a person may
more comfortably express such personality elements as
soclety considers appropriate only for the opposite
gender. 1 concede that other motivations are possible:
i just bhaven't found, as yet, a need *to deal with them.
Vhile i love fantasies, 1 don't think it does our
Community any favors to indiscriminately meld them into.
the realities with which we must deal. 1 perceive my
mission ... 1if such can be said to exist to be that
of pointing out where i think that such commingling has
taken place.

My hope is for a world wherein everyone feels secure
enough that no one need feel that they must hide a
portion of their being out of fear of persecution. 1
seek to promote a social environment in which each
person may appear and act as masculine or feminine, or
any blend of the two, as they feel 1is appropriate for
themselves.

May 1t quickly become so.

P.S. Ordinarily, the "late breaking news"” blurb at the
end of my August column would have been saved for an
April issue. However, in view of the governmental
maneuvering to lump us into the same classification as
child molesters, rapists, and other sociopaths as
exempt from the protections of the recently passed
hand icapped rights bill ... added to the spate of
attempts to restrict citizens' access to a variety of
products, e.g. spray paints ... it seemed an
appropriate opportunity for satire.

For the benefit of those who might have taken it at
face value, let me backpedal a little; so far as we
know ... up to the time of this writing ... no one with
any real authority in any state or Federal agency has
made any sSerious proposal to regulate heel heights for
women's shoes.

There is a serious side to this. The fact that
something like this hasn't all ready happened doesn’'t
mean that it can't. There are individuals who, if they
could wield such power, would do just what was stated,
or worse. Ve have as much reason to be vigilant in
guarding against encroachments upon our liberties as
any one else does. Moreover, we will just as gurely
suffer, if we fail to do so. One last thought ... if
someone else's liberties can be infringed, so can our
own.

RRE YOU READING A FRIEND'S
COPY OF "CROSS-TALK® 777

WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE YOURSELF 2727
SEE PAGE 17 FOR DETAILS
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BE YOUR OUN PHOTOGRAPHER

CONCLUSIGN

by Christie -
(from "Fiesta!"” newsletter)

In choosing the outfit ycu will be wearing, you should
strive to maxe every pose the very best you can.
extremely frustrating whez the picture 2f you in a
thrown together, wrinkled. raggedy looking outfit tu
out to be tie only one in which your face looks iika a
Hollywood starlet.

To get proper focus, ['ve found that propping a pillcw
up where you will be sitting, ar a chair where ycu will
be standing. and focusing on this will do the tric
It is quite aggravating <5 shoot a whole roll and e
to find out that you're =2cthing but a grey blob while
the wall bezind is crystal clear.

Some cameras will even allow the use of a prneumatic
cable release in conjunction with the camera's timer.
In this way vou get all tX2 time you want to primp and
pose. Then. when ready, 2ive the pneumatic bulb a
sSqueeze and =oss it out of the scene. Voila! You n:cow
have 10 seccnds to put on your best seductive lock.
There are aiso infrared Zevices availatvle, that allcw
remote triggering on the <imer

Vhen choosizg the locaticn of your photo session, trv
to find a nice, attractive area of the room. You want
to have something behind wou to avoid a monotonous
blank appearance, but on the other hand, if the
background :is tcoo busy, i: will distract from the
portrait.

Don’'t be afraid to try diZferent areas of your house or
apartment. Move around! Get shots in all sorts of
positions ... sitting, standing, laying down, whatever
your mood suggests. Relax!! There is no sense
shooting an antire roll o yourself in the same seatad
position. Put on your favorite music. Dance a lit:ile.
Try on all scrts of different outfits. Get into your
fantasy life ... be all sorts of different women .. be
a businesswcman, a coed. a rich bitch, a hooker. Have
a couple of stiff drinks or some smoke. anything to set
you relaxed and feeling like a lady. Remember. no
matter how zood you look, if you are nct really feeling
your feminizity, you are not projecting it. Passins in
front of a camera is just as hard as passing in a
shopping mall ... the camera doesn’'t lie.

A few words -n processing Many photo companies are
fully automated nowadays especially the big chains:

so0 the charnces are good tlat no one will ever see ycur
photos. There is, however, a chance tkat an

“inquisitive” clerk may c2 occasion peex. If you ars
concerned atout privacy, uise a faxe name when you taze
your film iz to the drugesiore cor Fotomat. They den':=

care as long as you have wour ticket sTtub.

You may be wise to avoid the mail order "discretion
assured” prccessing services advertised in some TV
magazines. 7hile most of these are prchably
legitimate, 2hotos sent 2 some 2X thes2 peoprle
been known <2 turn up sme very surcrising o
A third alternative woulé be to do your own pro
Black and wtite film developing and printing is
simple procsz3iure and can e gotten intc without
investment. <Camera stcres can provide 2ooks on

(CCNTINUED, PAGE 20)

International Foundation for Gender Education,
TV/TS Tapestry Journal
Sorving the Craxsdrexsing/Trarcsexual Comeracdty since 1973
LF.G.E isa non-profit tax -exempt orgar ch rely with and in suppont
of organizations serving the CO/TS C y through rep conven-
tions, referraks h, and public edy
The TVITS Tapestry Journal s intended tobe our community’s house organ”. It is a tasteful.

Single Copy $10.00 Subscripton $40.00 ($50.00 1st dass & Canada)
With this ad $10.00 of a regular Tapestry subsaiption will be rebated to:

THE VALLEY GIRLS

LF.G.E., P.O. Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778 (617) 894-8340
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HEY, BRBY!
by Jennifer '

(from "Cactus Flower”)

Imagine yourself all dressed up in casual manner going
out in public and just minding your own business at a
shopping mall or outside for a pleasant stroll. You
are not being read, hassled, heckled and everything
seems to be going OK and then all of a sudden some guy
appears next to you and says "Hey Baby!"”

This is one of those situations for those of us who
either pass well or just have the ability to contend
with it. There will be times when those love-starved,
over-testosteroned men will keep pursuing us
attempting to add another notch on their gun or a
tropay on their mantle. To these folk a simple "no”
will not do in their eyes. As they continue chasing
after our skirts, no matter how flattering it may seem,
it can be quite an annoyance. Our options are to
either withdraw, isolate ourselves, stay within a
"safe"” environment or face the situation as any other
genetic female would.

['ve had to concoct all sorts of lies and excuses to
remove these horny wolves from me. Sometimes [ may
even feel guilty having to resort to such tactics just
to be left alone so [ can go about my business. But
self-preservation prevails and my own safety has higher
priority. I've learned from others’' experience that if
I were to tell the truth about what [ am it would just
cause me a lot more problems, so an excuse is a much
easier and safer way out of the situation.

['ve had to resort to a lot of creative thinking and am

(CONTINUED, PAGE 21)

I.F.6.E. RELEASES DBETAILS Uf
1991 CONVENTION

" IFGE Update"”) -- The International Foundation for
Gender Education has announced full details for the
1991 "Coming Together” convention, to be hosted by the
Gender Identity Center of Denver.

The convention will be held from Monday, April 8
through Sunday, April 14, at the Regency Hotel in
Denver. Special rates have been arranged with the
hotel, beginning Friday, April 5 continuing until the
day after the convention. The additional days are
designed to accommodate those who wish to arrive early
and stay late.

The fee for full convention registration has been set
at $230.00 per person or $390.00 per couple. In
addition, three-day, two-day, and per diem registration
fees have been set. Discounts are also being offered
for early registration.

Convention sites have also been announced by IFGE for
the 1992 convention (San Antonio TX, hosted by Boulton
& Park Society, Heart of Texas Gender Association, and
the Delta Omega & Tau Chi Chapters of Tri-Ess) and for
1993 (Philadelphia, hosted by Renaissance Education
Association). Specific dates will be announced after
the 1991 convention.

For registration information, write IFGE "Coming
Together” at P.0O. Box 367, Vayland MA 01778.

n
!

THANKS FOR READING “CROSS-TALK

NEW REGIONAL

As part of "Cross-Talk"s expansion into the national
community, the "Yellow Pages" has been redesigned to
become a totally regional resource guide.

The new "Southern California Yellow Pages” will be
published twice a year, in March and September.
Subscribers with any previous version of the "Yellow
Pages” will find it accurate through next spring,
provided all updates were added (the September edition
will contain only those resources that have appeared
either in the April edition, or in the June and July
issues of "Cross-Talk").

Those subscribers with a "*" code after their number
(on the top line of the mailing label) will
automatically receive the new edition of the "Yellow
Pages” later this month. Subscribers in Southern
California will have the option of adding the new
version to their subscription at their next renewal.
The March 1991 edition will be made available to
existing subscribers (non-"X") at a nominal cost.

"YELLOW

"PAGES™ MAKES DEBUT

The redesigned "Yellow Pages” lists only businesses in
the Southern California area that welcome the
transgendered community as customers. If you are in
need of sources outside the Los Angeles Metropolitan
area, we suggest the CROSSDRESSERS INTERNATIONAL
SHOPPING GUIDE, available from John Moran
Photo-Graphix, Dept. CT, P.0. Box 7217, Burbank CA
91510, for $7.50 (plus $3.00 postage & handling).
Fational mail-order sources are listed in the GUIDE TO
VOMER’S FASHION CATALOGS, available from Blue Swan
Communications, P.0O. Box 9925-B, San Diego CA 92109,
for $7.95 (including postage).

In the meantime, if you aren't already a "Cross-Talk"
subscriber, you can use the form below to correct that
oversight. You can also order the "Yellow Pages” with
your new subscription ... which has the additional
benefit of not having to worry about most of what we
Just said.

"Cross—-Talk” CONFIDENTIAL SUBSCRIBER INFORMATION FORM

Mailing Name

Femme Name

Mailing Address

City

State ______ Zip

I am ordering:

"Cross—-Talk”
P.0O. Box 944
Woodland Hills,

Mail to:

CA 91365

[l "Cross—-Talk” subscription ($18/yr.)
(1] "Southern California Yellow Pages”
{1 ”"Best of Cross-Talk, Volume 1”

$2/yr.H
(35

(Please make check or money order payable to Kymberleigh Richarde.»
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TS ACCUSED OF RAPING GIRLFRIEND

("National Examiner”) -- A handicapped hairdresser says
she was raped by her girlfriend ... a busty brunette
she didn’'t know was a pre-operative transsexual.

"l really thought my friend Andrea was a girl,” the

33-year-old victim told police in Miami. "1 never
suspected for one minute that her breasts were fake,
that she wore a padded bra.” But the long-haired,

31-year-old transsexual swears her ex-gal pal knew all
along that she was still a2 male undergoing therapy and
hormone treatments.

Andrea Reynolds claims her accuser made sexual demands
under threat of public revelation of the truth about
her pending sex change. But her alleged victim sticks
to a story in which her "girlfriend” fondled her, then
tore off her clothes and "got on top of me.”

Reynolds was found guilty of attempted sexual battery
and faces a four years-to-life prison sentence.

TOP MODEL REVEALS HER BOYHOOD

¢("Sun")> —-- A beautiful model who has travelled the
world to appear in exotic photo shoots has returned to
her homeland of South Africa for a stretch of
relaxation ... having reached the pinnacle of her

mode ling career after overcoming the obstacle of having
been born a boy.

24-year-old Lauren Shipton says she would have never
taken the career path she has, except for the
sex-change operation she had at the age of 17. Before
then, the sexy blonde says, she "had a lot of
girlfriends ... we used to go around painting our
nails, putting on makeup, and doing feminine things
together.” She says that even from an early age,
people reacted to her as a girl, which made her more
determined to become a woman as she grew older.
Post-surgery, she moved to Los Angeles and joined a
modeling agency. Shortly thereafter, fashion spreads
for the French and Mexican editions of '"Vogue” shot her
to the top of the cutthroat modelling business.

Lauren says most of her boyfriends have never suspected
that she had ever been anything but a woman.

REMEMBER,
"CROSS-TALKT

IS YOUR NEWSLETTER ...

IF YOU SEE AN ARTICLE IN A NEWSPAPER OR
MAGAZINE ABOUT TRANSGENDERISM, OR FEATURING
A MEMBER OF THE 76 COMMUNITY, SEND [T T0:
P.0O. BOX <2uy
WOODLAND HILLSs CA 921365
THANK Ygu !'!!

w " “Vernons Specialties, Inc.
/ Yourone-stopplaceioshop. Bymailorinperson.
We stock everything you need tocreate the ullimate infemininity
*Clothing-Sizes410261/2
eLeather&LatexClothing, Etc.
*Professional MakeupLessons
*Shoes-10W1o 14WW,31/2to6"Heel
*Wigs-Jewelry-His & HerExoticLingerie
*AdultNovelties-Videos - Books-Magazines

Send$15lorlatestcatalogs

Monday-Saturday « 9:30 AM-5 PM+Wednesday & Friday+9.30 AM-8 PM
Private Appointments *Anytime

386-CT MoodyStreete Waitham. MA 02154-5260 +(617)894-1744
WE'RENOT #1 YOUARE

Ma:lOrder Specialists Spanmng theGlobe Cateringt othe NeedsofEveryone!

NRIL TIPS

(from "Girl Talk™)

{Disclaimer: The following is neither an advertisement
nor a recommendation, merely my experience with a
product. Should you elect to try it and find yourself
allergic, or have any unfavorable results, [ take no
responsibility or accept any liability ...1

I must share with you a success story that [ have found
through trial and error over the last five years. That
is... keeping your nails on! This article may not
apply to all of us, as [ don’t profess to be an expert
in nail care. I don't own a manicure shop (although
sometimes secretly wish [ did ...), and I don't work
for the company whose product I'm going to tell you
about. I just know enough of you who ['ve seen
crawling around on the floor looking for a nail; or
pushing on your nails periodically so that they don't
pop off.

This information also may not apply to you ladies who

unfortunately have natural nails that are too large to

accommodate over-the-counter products such as Lee or

Vet 'N WVild.

I also have a selfish reason for relating this

information, and that is ... it seems fewer and fewer

stores are carrying the product. Vhat product, you
say? Joneé Long Nails adhesive.

For those of you not familiar with it, Joneé is not an

instant glue so it may take a little more time to

apply, but on the upside, it takes a lot less time to
take off which sometimes is VERY important.

Let us assume you just purchased a new set of nails:

1. First of all... don’'t even think of using the tabs
that come with them... just throw them away. If ~
anyone has had success with them, YOU can write an
article!

2. The best glue in the world won’t keep a nail on 1if
the nail itself doesn't fit your natural nail. I
know you would like to put them on in the car just
outside the store, but don't. Take some time to
file them so that they fit. Or, if the have too
much of a curve, take that curve out by placing the
nails in hot water to soften, then remove and hold
in a flattened position until they cool. Fails
that don’t fit are not only more prone to popping
off, but are uncomfortable, and can sometimes be -
quite painful if worn overnight.

3. The theory that if you let your natural nails grow
a little longer to give the glue more surface area
is a fallacy and actually works against you.
Closely clipped nails hold the fake ones (nails)
best, as there is less interference at the end of
your natural nail, allowing the press-on to lay
snugly and the glue to be most effective.

4. Once you have each nail fitted to the designated
finger, lay them out in a line in front of you

(CONTINUED, PAGE 21)
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KYM'S CLIPBOARD ... CONT'D

92%5-2372. (There is also a combined airfare/hotel fare
available from either LAX or Burbank Airport via |
StatesWest Airlines. Call me if you want details.)
Advance payment is not required. but we have to let the
hotel know by the 13th how many are coming, sSo please
decide soon.

L2 22 2.2
As I write this column, it is becoming obvious that
thic iscsue of “"Cross-Talk" wil: be arriving in your
mailboxes late. There are several reasons why this has
happened.
First, we had difficulty once again with the sScanmner
that translates our longer articles into computer text,
and that caused a delay in finishing this month's news
file.
Second, I have in the past had to use personal funds to
make up the difference in publishing and mailing costs
that have often exceeded the income from subscriptions
and advertising. Unfortunately., August was a "slow”
month and my personal finances were also stretched to
cover a short period of unemployment this past month.
Vith our new national marketing efforts, 1 expect that
I will not have to make up the difference in the
future.
Third, in order to more efficiently control mailing
costs (we have three times as many pages as we did a
year ago, and that extra weight has increased postage
substantially), "Cross-Talk" is now being sent under a
discounted rate requiring extensive advance preparation
of each month's mailing. This has required additional
time for me to reorganize the mailing list to Postal
Service guidelines.
I'm back on track now, though, and this delay should be
a one-time occurrence. <(Lucky it all happened at
once!)

#ERRRE
Because of the regulations regarding our new postage
rate, 1t will become necessary for some "Cross-Talk"
policies regarding subscription processing to change.
Subscription renewals not received by the third weekend
of each month may be subject to a delay due to a
requirement that the entire month’'s mailing be sent at
the same time. This means that if your renewal is
received after the mailing has gone out, we will have
to wait until the next month's mailing to continue your
subscription.
PLEASE! Renew your subscription promptly. I have
included a sample label in this issue which explains
how to determine when your subscription is scheduled to
end. Take note of the date on your label, and be
prepared for the renewal notice!
The same requirement on the timing of a mailing applies
to address changes where the Postal Service has not
been notified of your new address. Please let me know
as far in advance when you are moving, SO there is no
delay or interruption in your subscription!
Thanks for your help - --
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TAG, YOU'RE IT ... CONT'D

(sly dig: I doubt it). I guess that depends.
dress up just to dress up, or do you dress up to
express a different aspect of your character? If it's
the former, well

Let's take a leap to another perspective. Who are the
general public’'s role models for transvestism? Jim
Bailey? Charles Pierce? No. The public doesn’'t
necessarily associate female impersonators with
transvestism. And of course the public is not a
monolithic slab with only one view. But, | dare say 1if
you were to ask randomly for definitions of
transvestite, yow’'d get a descripticn of a drag queen.
Oh, maybe not so much now as ten years ago. Donahue
and Geraldo have had some impact (Gasp!) (Il seen about
them hermaphadorts on Donahue, but [ never seen one up
live). I think the prevailing sentiment (though it's
hard to tell from "the land of make believe”) is that
anyone (read: man) who wants to be castrated (actually
or symbolically) must be queer (I'll admit to odd).

Of course that mentality ignores the fact that
testicles are useless with out ovaries to play with.
Well, I won't go off on that tangent.

WVhat the hell am [ getting at? OK, I'll tell you.
There are two levels at which we must choose role
models: 1., Personally, and 2., Publicly. Vho we
choose for ourselves effects ... and is effected by
how we perceive ourselves. Vho we choose for the
public effects how they will perceive us. For
instance, if we personally choose Angelyne, well 3
interesting choice, but not.very mainstream and rather
trashy, but if instead we choose Jane Pauley ... you
see what [I'm saying. Same thing applies to our public
choice.

Consider this too, if every woman you met was a
prostitute what kind of image would you have of them?
If the public only encounters drag queens ...7? Maybe
we ought not let that happen.

{Anne q. founder of TAG (Transvestite Ac-tlon
Group), may reached at P.0. Box 1251, Beverly Hills
CA 90291.1

Do you

BEARDED LADY ... CONT'D

dilemma with a logo that would never be penetrated.
After all, there are no standards set for moonies, and
it seems the more bizarre the image the better the
chance the artist has of selling it. So who is gonna
notice one more crazy moonie, I ask you?

It seems appropriate too. since a lot of us enjoy the
clothes and, for one reason or another can't shave our
legs or don't have the time to do more than quickly
slip on a bra and dress for a half an hour once in a
while. This is especially true when the doorbell rings
unexpectedly. [f there is a more unsettling period of
time than the high speed strip and redressing before
you can answer it, I would like to know about it. You
don’'t need knee length leather boots with 5" heels to
make it any more exciting do you? So those of you who
want to let our portion of the world know what is
hidden in your closet, run down to the lumber yard for
a sheet of plywood, get out the paint brush and all
that leftover paint in the basement, and get cracking.
And don't forget the hairy legs and combat boots.

LOOK!

New Titles From CDS
Arnt & lllusion Companion — Folow-on volume to the most
successful guide to crossing the gender line.

Fluff the Bunny — A delightful story about gender differences. A
great way to tell the kids. Aduits too.

COMING — Transsexual’s Survival Guide

Send check or M.O. to: CDS, PO Box 1263
King of Prussia, PA 19506

48 pages - $8.00

40 pages - $6.00




WAY OF THE WEREWOMAN ... CONT'D

potential for good.
in the earliest Shamanic faiths there was no evil as
such; all people were born not only good, but as a
relation to all other nature, and there were things,
spirits, which intervened or inconvenienced, but which
could be beaten by endurance and common sense. If they
overtook a human, however, that person could become the
victim of them.

it was not thought that anybody in their right mind
would choose to become a vampire. The human (even to a
Shaman, Dracula himself) would be seen as the victim,
not the originator of the loss of their own soul. They
had made a mistake, or been stupid, or become mad, but
had not directly transgressed to give up life -
voluntarily and were not without salvation.

Putting aside the true message of Christ, which is a
discipline worthy of respect, the modern Christian
bigots rabid self loathing makes it impossible for them
not to identify with another having given part of
themselves away, and thus they judge by their own inner
fears/desires. So while his victims in sequence may be
accepted as victims, Dracula the Christianized myth
becomes himself the Devil incarnate, one of the legion
of demi~devils in their complex catalogues of deities
fallen and other.

Vhat has not changed either in Biblical terms or within
all the post Gospel theology, is that God’'s Holy Angels
are pure, total androgynes, all things to all people,
as surely are the fallen angels of the Devil.

Humanity, made in God's image is likewise dual and from
the healing of two halves (nobody is 50/50 but for sake
of discussion) is born a confident true monism, or
oneness. The mother/father deity, in Hebrew Elohim,
evolves into the One Omnipotent, Jahweh. From self
stated separate identity, to healed continuum. But as
physical/mental/spiritual conscious animals we are both
blessed and cursed with free choice. I[t's our choice
which we should follow, and from the example of
attempts to side with one or another extreme it would
seem that all things in moderation and nothing to
excess shall be the way.

(TO BE CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE)

SIONAL SERVICES *
Make

DtyFlnc Everung Wear
ashion Jeweiry
Scarves

12457 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE # 207
STUDIO CITY, CA. 91604 .

(corner of Ventura and Whitsett, next
to the Queen Mary)

818-761-6650

ALL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 8 Y APPT. ONLY
(CALL FOR STORE HOURS)
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VOX POPULI ... CONT'D

cross-living. Thus, an individual such as myself would
be a "transvitate” a person who 2as crossed gender
lines as part of his/her lifestyle.

The only difficulty with this new wori is that it
sounds too much like "transvestite", which could create
more confusion than it salves. And with many in tke
community opting for "crassdresser” tc avoid the
negative connotation of <he Latin wor<d. [ sincerely
doubt that widespread use of "transvitate” would catch
on, unless the scientific and medical community were to
universally agree on the word.

Perhaps that is the answer. Perhaps it is the doctors,
the researchers, the scientists who will have to create
a new term to describe what is becoming more and more
the logical choice for many transgendered individuals
for whom neither surgical modificatior nor a dual
existence is the proper <ourse of action.

There will be those who say I'm overreacting ... that
using one of the longer phrases [ mentioned earlier is
the best solution. There will also be a significant
number who want to stubbornly clirg tc the use of
"transgenderist” instead. ignoring my argument about
the broader definition of that term more properly
applying. And besides, whenever somecne tries to coin
a phrase or term, there is always goitg to be
disagreement (just as there already is in the "TV’
versus "CD"” debate).

But still, the question remains.
myself?

Vhat do I call

S$.0. THERE! ... cont'0

are angry and sad, then consider what you just read.
They are mourning the loss of their roles, their
identities and their marriages. Vhen you marry a
waman, the basic agreement in the marriage so basic
that it isn't even acknowledged or verbalized ... is
that you will be the man, the husband., and that she
will be the woman, the wife. And whez you pre-empt
that and shove her out of her role, tken there is bound
to be some major upset. Vhat you have done when you
stop treating her as the wife, and stop being her
husband in all the nuances of the marriage
relationship, is that you have basically deleted the
original agreement and substituted sormething else in
its place ... and most often this is done unilaterally
on your part. She certainly didn’t agree to it!

Think about how you treat her now is that the same
way you acted when you were courting her and trying to
get her to agree to marry you? Did you tell her the
marriage was to be between "best girlfriends” ... or
were you acting like a man and trying to win her as a
man?

It takes a very strong and well balanced person to
withstand the kind of onslaught that crossdressing
brings to a relationship, to retain any kind of
personal dignity and integrity in the face of the most
intimate negation a woman can experience. And so, if
your wife accepts what you doo, or even acknowledges
and assists you, recognize that this acceptance comes
from a person strong enough to handle the blows to her
ego that you've dealt her. And if she loves you in
spite of it ... then learn this lesson about womanhood,
and what it really means to be female.

* mention this ad anc recerve 15% off all professional services dunng your first visit

YOUR OWN PHOTOGRAPHER ... CONT'D

processing, papers and chemicals. Flea markets are
good sources of used enlargers and darkroom equipment.
Most bathrcoms can be converted into short-term
darkrooms simply by taping black plastic over the
window and stuffing a towel under the iocor. Do-it-
yourself processing provides the advantage of privacy
with a greater degree of creative control, and a
significant cost savings after the initial {nvestment.
If approached in the right frame of =mind, a photo
session can be a marvelous time. It zives you a chance
to practice your feminine skills such as gestures,
mannerisms, makeup, appearance, walkizg in heels. etc.
And as a bonus, you wind up with some -ortra::s >f the
"girl within” that you’ll be proud to show ctf

[ This article originally appeared in 1381 in “:ze
newsletter o>f the Tiffany Club of New =Zngland




NAIL TIPS ... CONT'D

starting with the left pinkie across to the right.
Apply a moderate amount of Joneé to each fake

nail, starting at the left and work across the left
hand. <(Reverse the order if you are left handed.)
Of course, only apply the glue to where the nail
will come into contact with your own. Then apply a
iesser amount to your own nail in the same order.
Allow to sit for about 5-7 minutes until the glue
becomes tacky.

Yow you are ready to apply the nails. Start with
your left pinkie by picking up the nail by its tip
and squarely place it on your own, holding it down
with moderate pressure for about S5-10 seconds.
Repeat this procedure until your left hand is
complete. Now skip to the middle finger on your
right hand and apply nails tc the middle, ring and
pinkie. NOV go back and appiy the index finger and
thumb. This sequence allows you to handle the
nails easily and not get glue all over your hands
and everything else. Now doesn’'t that look pretty!
(Precautions: Don’t apply your nails before you are
dressed. Pantyhose are tough on nails and vice-versa;
as are bras, and tight buttons. Don’'t get your nails
wet for at least 2 hours after application. If my
hands need washing, I use a face cloth and wash them
with that rather than submerging them in water. Don’'t
apply hand lotion prior to applying your nails. Don't
11ft and try to re-apply if the nail doesn't fit

squarely; start over with that particular nail.)
7. This is probably one of the biggest advantages of
Joneé. To remove, merely bend the nail back and

forth to loosen the bond. After you remove each
nail, and PRIOR to removing the next one, remove
the glue with a round wooden toothpick by sticking
the glue with the point and twist. The glue will
cling to the toothpick and you can just wind it up
onto the toothpick. Do this immediately after
removing the nail from your finger as the glue
loses its elasticity qQuite quickly when it comes
into contact with the air. Use the glue that is on
the toothpick to remove any residue that is left on
your own nail. If all the glue doesn't come off
the fake nails, don't worry about it it will
come off next time your wear the nails with new
lue.
The gnly place I know where to purchase this product is
Sav-On Drugs; and it’'s not cheap ($1.89 for a 0.8 oz
tube) but it's worth it to me. I usually buy 4-6 tubes
at a time.

Coa You Come to Owe

Texes T Party?

A fun weekend for cross-dressers February 22-24 of 1991
and their friends. in San Antonio, Texas

Come for: Sonlton Park N
@ veekpnd to dress with the girls ” S y
propn i st el Son Ao, Texas 78280
f‘mmi. ” fym Hotine: (512) 657-2540

on the cutting edge <f
contemporary

Fiction! En femme
FICTION Magazine-
rublished sSix times a
vear, contains classy.,
original, thought-—
provoking fiction.

$7 .00 for a sample or
$30.00 for 6 issues
to: En Femme FTICTICON

Magezine, 1977 N.
Olden Ave., Suite 205,

Trenton, N.J.J o8618.
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HEY BABY!

constantly on my toes in an effort to handle all of
these situations. Last xonth alone ['ve had over sixty
dates offered, five marriage proposals and ten offers
for one night stands. I'm very surprised and flattered
to be receiving this kind of attention from so many
men. However, [ am not looking for or wanting any kind
of a relationship right now because my hands are full
dealing with me. I'm sure that most of these folks
wouldn’t understand that. So here are some of the
excuses ['ve had to resort to. They have worked for me
and you may be able to add them to your list:

¥ "['m a nun and have taken a vow of celibacy."

¥ "It's that time of the month, or ['m pregnant again.”
¥ Or, using a deep voice, "I'm a cop investigating rape
and molestations in this area.”

Or how about the old standby, "I'm married and have a
very jealous husband who is constantly watching my
every move and he's probably watching us right now."”
It's not comfortable having to be on the defensive all
the time. But [ also don't desire to be harmed, found
out in the desert or in an alley dead just because some
guy didn’'t understand the word no and found out I
wasn’t everything he expaected. As we all know, we have
to take care of ourselves and no one wants to encounter
an unpleasant situation. But it is situations like
this that make m€ realize what a "born” female must
endure.

CONT*D

X

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO "CROSS~TALK"™ ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME. SEE GUIDELINES ON PAGE 22 ...

Iy 2= HMmaE=m -




NAT'L PUBLICATION REVIEW ... CONT'D

Mason's commentary (on why TVs don’'t answer their
mail). There are also several book reviews, and the
usual assortment of fantasy-related stories that
Tania's publications are famous for.

CL==>>
"Ladylike” #7, freshly off the presses, proves that
JoAnn Roberts' commitment to producing a quality,
non-sexual magazine for the community is a realistic,

achievable goal. This latest ed features a
profile of L.I.F.E. member Mar , an interview
with British drag artist Dave y Phaedra Kelly,

also a contribuvtor to these pa on occasion), a
pictorial feature on the amazing transformations
possible with the right makeup and clothes, and a
report on our local "On The Scene Nite”. I found a
feature on one TV's hoodwinking of the press (hint: 1t
involved the use of a bridal gown) both astounding and
amusing! Also included are advice columns, a very
tasteful full-color photo spread of readers’ pictures,
and equally tasteful personal ads. <(Creative Design
Services, P.0. Box 1263, King of Prussia PA 19406)
=D
"Tapestry” #56 arrived just before deadline, containing
a report on the April "Coming Together” I[.F.G.E
convention, with over a dozen pages of photographs.
You will also find several editorials and articles,
some based on convention speeches and workshops, an
interesting plece of fiction created by a reader as
part of her psychology class work, and several of Dr.
Roger Peo’'s columns that preceded his joining the
"Cross-Talk"” pages. By the way, if you’'re REALLY into
tasteful personal ads, there are 46 pages’ worth of
them in this issue!

s B () |
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"CROSS-TALK" accepts articles for publication from béh
subscribers and non-subscribers.
Please use the following guidelines when preparing your
articles:
If you have an IBM compatible computer, we can accept
either 3%" diskettes or SX¥" disks (double-sided,
double-density). Please convert text files to ASCII
format before saving and use the file extension ".DOC"
when naming the file.
Ve can now also accept Apple Macintosh text files on
3%"” diskettes.
If you are using any other type of computer, word
processor, or typewriter, please submit articies
already printed gQut, scanner-ready {using a new ribbecn
if possible), double-spaced, with good contrast and
without handwritten cross-cuts or inserts.
Handwritten articles are acceptable but should be
submitted as far in advance of deadline as possible.

Send your contributions to:
"Cross-Talk"”
P.0. Box 944
Voodland Hills, CA 91365

Deadline for articles is the third Saturday of the
month preceding issue date.

DECIPHERING YOUR MAILING LABEL:

SUBSCRIBER #. PLEASE INCLUDE THIS NUMBER WHEN
WRITING TO US ABOUT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.

SPECIAL CODES. A * HERE INDICATES YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION INCLUDES THE SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA "YELLOW PAGES".

EXPIRATION DATE. THIS IS THE LAST ISSUE
YOU WILL RECEIVE BEFORE RENEWAL.
(ADVERTISERS: THIS IS THE FINAL MONTH

OF YOUR CURRENT AD CONTRACT.)
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KYMBERLEIGH RICHARDS
P.0. BOX %uy
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91365

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SEND US ANY ADDRESS CHANGES NO LATER
THAN THE THIRD WEEKEND OF THE MONTH PRECEDING THE FIRST
ISSUE THE ADDRESS CHANGE APPLIES TO.

ALSO, PLEASE REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
PROMPTLY SO THAT THERE WILL BE NO INTERRUPTION IN YOUR
MAILINGS.

T7i-Ess Sorority

ANNOUNCES
HOLIDAY BN FRYME FOR 1990

See Page 19 of your Summer Edition of The Femme Mirror
for registration details and a registration form.
Information also available from Tau Chi, PO Box 1105,
Alief, TX. 77411-1105.






