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ILL TAKE MANHAT TAN

It'sSpring! WhoDolHate?

A Wi seene™ fram BROTHERS 1IN 1 Eat In=0e hem<skinfligks

BY VITO A. RUSSO

ell, It's Spring. The govern-
ment s crambing down
around what's his name's
ears, Intro 475 has been
defeated for a third time
In the New York City Council, plans are
well under way for the Fourth Ansun
March, people are already
throwing parties oni Fim Island, Christo-
pber Street looks like bargain day at Saks,
the era of hizzoner Mayor John V. Lind-
sy is coming to a close, hundreds of gay

Asother Spring filled with Joves and
Bates. We love Tommy Tune this Spring
for his breakthrough portrayal of an un-
stereotyped gay man In a musical com-
edy, Seesaw; Bon Verveo of Pippin for a
New York Times intorview in which be
volunteers opimions sbout guy people
which couldn't be dragged out of some
9y actors with a forceps; Arthur Bell for
his dynamite article on Intro 475 In the
Voice; Franklin Roosevelt Underwood at
the plano Ia Walter's Apartment for his
superd new lyrics (o Cole Porter's “Any-
thing Goes™ (“A limp wrist today s a st
today'); John Psyl Hodsonm for spear
beading the Gay Pride Masch this year
and fighting Stomehlll Publishers Iike &
tiger; Jim Owles and Chuck Choset for
getting on the ballot and reaching out to
thelr people; Walter Keat for his many

Never Married—a meal cliff-banger. Just
mother season i the of' Big Apphe.
Aren't you giad you don't live in Chicken
Pack, ldaho?

I've decided that this s my Ode to
Spring Isve, The beginning of the year
wnpup. Heve you any idee how many
things are happeniag here right now? This
wis the woek my mother called me and
said “1 watched that Press Comference for
Intro 475 on the news last night. Where
wore you? Area’t you supposed (o be at
those things?™ After explaining that I do
have Lo work sometimes | ssid “OK Mom,
I'll see you soon™ “Scon? I'l we you
Sunday at the George Washington Bridge.
Aren't you holding hands?" This was the
wook that the telephone rang ln a Village
oy bar and It was the bartender’s mother
asking if her son had been arrested at City
Hall and did he need any bail money. It
was the week when the news came that
Intro 475 was defeated again by ooe vote
and gay people, In Mt of anger, called
thelr parents lomg distance and -
nouncéd 1AL ey Seew gay and not hid.

kind: to the gay community; Jean
De Vente for bandling the GAA Cabarets
with gmace and a touch of fury; Amle
Kantrowitz, Nath Rockhill and Bruce
Voeller for telling Jack Paar where to got
off; Sylvia Rivera for her leatherlined
lungs and spiked beels; LAl Tomlin for
coming out In The New York Times;
Jerry Fitzpatrick for trying to wake up
the bar people in New York—and ssc
oseding and Michaol Maye for getting
bounced as bead of the Uniformed Fire-
fighters Association

This Spring we hate Alleon Rysn for
taking » ride In traffic Instoad of playing
In it; Michael DeMarco, Stanley Simon,
Joseph Ribustello and Bugene M. P
for voting agalnst Intro 475 and Thomas
Manton for mot even having the courage
10 make up his mind; Ronadd Heagan for
mying that the Watergate burglars aren't
really criminals, jast people who tried too
hard to reedect the Prevident: Willlam F.
Buckley on general principless David Sess
kind for being stupid; Jesm Gordon of
After Dark magazine for being intolersnt;
Judith Criat for the phrase “Timp-wristed
‘Pouny men™; siraight people whp prety’

wre that Intro 475 Caided bot fall you
when you ask them to write to the City
Councll and gay people who don't even
care enough to know what's goisg on,
thinking they o free If they re allowed to
hide in a bar

We also Jove and hate some films,

In Peter Bogdanovich's Paper Moon,
Ryan O'Neal fimally makes his contribu
tos to the art of acting: his nine yearold
daughter Tatus, Paper Moow, set in Kan-
was during the Depression, Is a deceptively
funny Mim about » crooked bible sales
man sumed Moses Pray who stops at the
funeeal of a loose woman acquaintance
and Inherits Addle, hor daughter. His task
Is 1o get the ¢hild to her sunt In St Jo
sph, Misoord, His plan to blackmall one
of hor mother's old boyfriends with the
child backfires when he discovers Addie
0 be a bigger crook than be ls—and much
better at It

Addie and Moses have s hell of a great
tme, teaveling around Kansas together,
swindling people into buying bibles sup-
posedly order by thelr deceased loved
omes. 1t's the oldest trick ia the book and
Addie catches on at once. The kid is se-
perh. She hoodwinks salesladies out of
$20 bills, smokes Bhe a pro, carries her
cigarelies and money around In 8 cigar
box amd wriles gushy lettees to
“Frankey” Roosevelt whoe she obvicus
Iy adores. In sbort, sha's the brains of the
outfit. When Moses takes up with a camd
val floozy named Trixle Delight and her
black mald Imogene, Addie plots to get
back her rightful place in the front seat of
the car with devastating timing and style,
Always present in ber performance is the
sense of dread of reaching St. Joseph, Mo.
and having to settle down and becose 3
Bttle girl. Her acting is 50 good It's discon-
certing. You keep waiting for ber to fall
on her face but she's a natural. It's more
than just a cute child performance, Of
course we all ressember Patty Duke, so
maybe it's better to wait awhile before
giving her the Sarah Siddons Award,

Tatum O'Neal's performance finally
betrays the film, however. You eventually
readize that her fashiness makes up for
the lack of subst It's | q
tal. Not inconsequential in the way for-
ties comedies were; they had that fulfill.
ing sense of poetic justice that kept the
umile oo your face for a2 woek, When this
one ends you just say “oh.”

It's a groat series of vignettes, though,
and » hell of 2 10t better than most things
playing now. You'll love Madeline Kahin
s Trixle Delight, all tits and ass, always
stopping the car to go “winky tink." The
part of Imogene, her maid, ks played to
perfection by P.J. Johnson, whose timing
Is Mawless (I trded to push ber out a win-
dow In L1 Rock once™). As for Ryan
O'Neal, be weans'this mustache in it and
it looks very nice. . .

Here Comes Everybody, which | hope s
still 3t the Festival Theatre by the time
you tead this, b an Interssting snd valva
ble experience. The documentary feature
which weas fird shown at the Whitney
Mugeus last year, focuses on a three-day
oncounter sewdon at Esalin hutitute In

Bigur e

without making value judgments about
Encounter Sessbons. Fintly, you must
consider that like the Loud Family on
NET's An Americen Family, these people
knew that they were being photographoed
and can't fully be wid to have been
caught unawares. That's a basic problem
of documentary flimmaking No matter
what emotions we see In them, we e
siting in a theatre and they are the show,
There's no way to escape that. The aclion
8 w0 very interesting, however, that we
et caught up in It and find ouneives re-
lating 1o them 2s they asv trying to relato
to sach other. It's only when you calch
yoursel! that you sy “Hey, wait 2 min-
ute; | didn’t sign up for thin™

Many fascinating things happen; some
ugly, some & Hul and all ubtimately
very revealing A mam and & woman
who've been married for s shart tme can-
not bring themselves (o be opes By
one Including each other. An extroverted
woman named Janie is goaded by the
group Into admitting her cover-up hostill-
tes and fimally sayh what she really feels
an overweight named Betty verbalizes her
wow of los and frustration at belng too
fat and not having a child to look after, A
Y man named Stin ks confronted by a
simight guy and through an amaszing
sories of chanpes, is forced (o defend him-
wlf and his lifestyle, though tired of do-
Ing just that, | fell mysell reacting to the
same things he did, being scared when he
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The Berena-h e in “Wisked Wi ed. "
wis and relleved when be was.

1 don't know thsg people have to go to
Esalin to be hooest with each other but
wmeing Here Comes Everybody might
make thets more aware of the concept of
bonesty and do something about it right
here,

Wicked, Wicked Is what we used o call &
camp and & hall. It's the film you love o
hate—the best plece of shit In town. It ks
shot In Duo-Vidon, & pew process by
which you se¢ two imtages, Mide by side on
the mme screer T provides for endless
possibilities, most of which are explored
to death. Liteeally.

It 8¢ stoey ‘of w piychopathic killer
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