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RELIGION AND THE TRANSSEXUAL

Can The Church Change?
By: Sr. Mary Elizabeth n/SSE *

Recenly, a friend showed me a portion of an interview, that
ook place on the "700 Club". In this interview, Sy Rogers
discussed his "transsexual” experience. While I did not see the
entire mterview, what I did see prompts me to respond.

Mr. Rogers 18 very much on point when He speaks of God's
desire for us, i.2."Goed wants our lives to revolve around Him.
He wanits to be number one in our hearis, over our own wants
and desires.”

The caich-22, and I betieve Mr, Rogers addressed it very
well, are the demands placed on us following cur surrender 10
God; 2 new stendard of moral purity, a new kindness, a new
service, a new forgiveness, as He invites us into knowledge and
receives us it mystery, Our response requires muchcou e,
irusi, and commitment to accept newly perceived uruths neo
matter what the cost.

On the other hand, I believe Mr. Rogers may have erred in
part when he attempled to address the biological and psycho-
social issues related to transsexualism. He described the
transsexual as a "man made woman”. We are, in fact, all "man
made men, or man made women,” Also, cur assigned birth sex
is the result of nothing more than a physician's brief glance at
our genitals al birth.

Zoological, as well as cross-cultural studies have shown that
gender identification goes far beyond the reproductive function,
In fact, our identity as masculine or feminine is the end product
of the interaction between many moral, biological and social
variables.

Robert Oliver, M.D. pointed out in 1972 that moral
sanctic 1g by the medieval church exalted celibacy and virgin-
ity, and meted out cruel penalties to enforce its taboos. Rules of
procreativity evolved during this lime pericd abowt the nanire of
man and woman, a5 well as the basic principle that gonadal sex
serves as the only valid criterion in determining gender identity.

Gender assignment based only on sex
determining criteria being in accord
would be dicrous. As Oliver points out:
"a hermaphrodite’s identity would be
ambiguous and Joan of Arc would be
classified as a transvestite.

The moral aspects of gender identity came intv pxay because
of the radical remedies suggested for wealing Uranssexuals. The
threat Lo transsexuals, as Sister ints out is
thai: "sex, sexuality, and the idea of maleness and femaleness
become uninielligible, once they are divorced from the idea of
reproduction”.

The problem for society comes in defining proper or true
sex. Father Curren addressed this problem in an early letter to a
ranssexuai. The basic problem from the moral and ethical
viewpoint, is the question of determining the proper sex of the
individual,

Our confusion in differeniialing proper and true sex is hased
on several factors. First, sex can be defined by several biological
factors, i.e. chromosomes, gonads, extemnal genitalia, internal
reproductive organs, hormones, and secondary sex characieristics,
Also, there are sociological factors, i.e. sex of rearing vs
assurned sex. Gender assignment based only on sex determining
criterig being in accord would be hudicrous. As Oliver points out:
"a hermaphrodite's identity would be ambiguous and Jomm of Arc
would be classified as a transvestiie. Likewise, a simple major-
ity of agreeing factors would be grossly inaccurate, since this
would require each factor to have equal significance. The
chromosome test might place a person raised, charecterized, and
genitalized as a male in a classification of a female (psewdo-
hermaphrodite)”,

Second, sex aud gender have come i~ ™ (he same thing,
Charles (Virginia) Prince has argued, ....sever, that sex and
gender are not the same ““‘ng. He points out that we are born
into a society thatis highl, polarized and highly siereoryped, not
only inte male and female, but also int» man and woman, Man
and male, female and woman are con  ered synonymous. It is
argued that they are ingeparable, but this is not so. Sex and
gender are not the same thing. Money and Hampson have
shown this in their studies of pseudo-hermaphrodites, in Lhat
these children tend to grow up in their assigned sex rather than
their genetic sex,

sconﬁnmdonaaegz
Where Are We Now?

By: Wendi Pierce

Recently, I was both a guest and a speaker at Arizona State
Liniversity. This was in conjunction with Virginia Prince, who
was inviled to speak at ASU by the Arizona gender community
groups, in comjunction with the ASU sociology department. 1,
and 2 number of other members of our Arizona groups, had
spoken to the studenis at ASU many times befare, but this time
was a little different. We were not directly in the limelight most
of the time and this gave me a chance o step back and observe
the forest instead of the trees for a change.

Virginia is a forceful speaker, and she has pat answers to
almost all the possible comments and questions regarding her
now legendary theme, that sex and gender are not the same, and
that males and females have both masc  ne and ferninine sides.

We were her supporting cast so 10 speak, our presence at the
lectures gave her prese ition credence to the concept that it is
possible, even here in a predominantly conservative and
noticeably "red neck" state such as Arizona, peo : are
discovering that there can be a choice as to one'’s gender idemnity.
We in our groups are proof that gender preferemce, and an
associated lifestyle can be opposile of biclogical sex.

This concept is what our community is based cn. We may be
transvestites, transgenderists, or transsexuals but this one
common thread brings us all wogether. For some, the pathway to

{continued on page 2)
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More on Y 'here Are We .....
gender identity will forever remain cloudy and riddled with
pitfalls. For othern, it is easier to traverse. Some feel that they
were born into the wrong biologic body. For others, entering
into the realm of the opposite gender is an escape from pressures
and frusmrations in the other life. For still others, the "femaphile”
syndrome is the reason of choice. Our reagone for pursuing a
cross-gender lifestyle, either part time of full time are as many
and varied ar our mumbers.

As many before me have said, at ane time we all felt we were
alone, We were the only gnes, We had no one to turn to. Then
one day we found that Lhere were others, even organized groups
that shared our secrets and desires. Then we began to learn of
national organizations, of conventions, of large numbers of
individuals, some very public and open about cross-gender
behavior.

Today, it is not uncommon to turn on a nationally broadcast
Lelevision program and see several cross-gender individuals, in
full dress (so to speak), openly discussing their cross-gender
desires and lifestyles. Even Lhe United Siates congress is
discussing the rights af cross-gender individuals. Municipalities
are starting to recognize the rights of our commumity, and we are
winning some bagic respect from law enforcement in general,

"The battle for our rights to pursue
a cross-gender lifestyle has not
been won. We merely have made our
presence known and society is now
aware that we exist.”

Don't get me wrong, the battle for our rights to pu~—e a
cross-gender lifestyle has not been won, We merely have ...ade
our pregence known and society is now aware that we exist.
Uncle Bert and aunt Mary nill can be heard saying, "Will you
look at that, it's just not natural, there really gick!" We may
never be able to make uncle Bert or aumt ! ry understand, but
they may someday meet one of us, or find owt that cousin Frank
is one of us. Hopefully, they then may find ot that we do not
wish to "infect” them or change their lifestyle. We merely are
seeking tolerance, and in time, acceptance that we are citizens
and deserve (he same rights of self expressiom that they have
taken for granted for many years.

The blacks, the gays, and farther back, many ethnic
minprities were shunned by society in general, You might say
that this is not a fair comparison, twt wouldn't you agree that
the desires of these groups were initialfy just to be accepted for
what they were, not be ridiculed, shunned, threaened, called
derogalory names, and at times, even physically abused. Even if
you are a "post-op” TS, 2n years down the road, 1 would
imagine that there are people, possibly employers, peers, ot
customers that you feel, would not look favorably on you if they
kmew your background. In another light, take the TV that fears
for his job, the loss of respect of family and friends, or the
breakup of a4 marriage if found oul. These are the pressures we all
face as cross-gender individuals,

Now you may ask, "So what, what can I do?” Plenty! First
of all, support of local organizations with active owreach
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programs should be high on your list. This includes paying
ducs, providing & helping hand when needed, helping with
mailings, providing a meeling place, becoming active in the
outreach programs, contacting merchents, ali will help. On a
larger scale, letier wriling Lo congressmen (or women) in support
of gender related legislation, voting for persons whao have taken a
positive stand in gender related issues, should be on your list.
Also, supporting national organizations such as Tri-Ess or IFGE
both monetarily and otherwise is desirable. National organ-
izatons pack a much larger clout, be it political, educational, or
just psychological than individuals ever could hope 1o have,
National organizations or possibly federntions of local and
regional organizations can make a positive difference in public
opinion,

[ hope, in our lifetimes, that we will succeed in gaining the
capability 1o express our desired gender as we see fit. However,
we should be proud and happy that we have found we are not
alome, that others ¢ e our eross-gender desires and that there has
been progress, possibly in part due to our own efforis.

Until next month, "GO FOR T,

Transsexuals Continued..

Third, the controversy that surmoundg the term transsexual,
Meyer has peinted out, is that the issues become even more
confused because the term lranssexualism has come 1o
encompass a variety of conditions. Under other circumstances,
extremely effeminate homosexuality, transvestism (particularly
conscience ridden transvestism), schizoid or border line
personality disorders, polymorphous pern e psychopathy, as
wetl as individuals who merely have manuested lifelong cross-
gender drives have beer diagmosed ag transsexual. The point is
that the label transsexuat’ hag come 10 cover such a ‘multitude of
sins’ that all one knows when the term appears in the literamre
is that the patient has presenied himself requesting sex
reagsignment surgery, has labelled himself as transsexual, and
the phyrician has accepted that self diagnosis.

If we cannot separate, nor define, sex and gender, how can
we differentiate transsexualism from the multitude of psycho-
pathologies that exist in our cornplex society? Also, if trained
and highly educated medical and scientific personnel camot agree
an how to define sex and gender, how can we expect lay persons
such as Mr. Rogers or the show's host to define them?

They seek out self help groups where
untrained, often self diagnosed pseudo-
transsexuals, will make them “queen for a
ciayﬂ'

I have spent the past 13 years working with pseudo-

transsexuals & ranssexuals, and I have met very few trans-
sexuals. I ha  1et thousands of very confused, emotionally
disabled pscud  nssexuals, each secking to  eviate Lheir pain

any suffering through self diagnosis and the fanasy that they are
a woman trapped in a man's body, These individuals reject
psychotherapy, seeing their problem as physical and the solution
as surgical, not psychiatric.

(continued on next page)
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"Why not try to see things from a different
angle?” Accept the differences. Oftentimes there is more than
one way to get Lhe same job done. In this case the job is getting
through the life the happiest way you can.

"Your life is a sham till you cam say..] am
what I am." Don't deny yourself your chance and your
ireedom 10 live the way you want 10,

"T am what 1 1 1+ 1 what ~ am 1 ds no
excuses." Don't apologize for who you are if you wve who
you are. Just because you may be different. if you are
comfortable with yourself be proud and show it.

"I deal my own deck, sometimes the ace,
sometimes the deuces. You conirol your own life, make
decisions, and live with the changes you've made. No one is
perfect, we all make mistakes. Ultimately though, the only one
who can decide what is best for you is you.

"It's onme life, apd there's no retarn and no
deposit." We are not here on this earth very long, so why not
enjoy the time we do have and not waste thase precious
momentis? When the chance comes, don't let it pass you by , so
that you find yourself looking backward n unfuifilled regret.

"Life's not worth a damn till you cam say, "Hey
world, I am what I am". Finding out who you are, geiling
in touch with all aspects of your being brings that inmer peace
and self conientment that we all need. Your life will have been
significant indeed when you become comfortable wilh yourself.

The words of this song and - -~ others in "La Cage” have
application to everyone, and [th___ _is is one of the reacons for
its immense popularity . Il you lisien to them, they cannot halp

but affect you, stimulate you, and fortify you.
Alpha Zeta MonthliMeeting
By: Terri
Alpha Zeta will hold its monthly meeting on Saturday, October
15, at 8:00 P.M. at a location to be announced. Maps will be

gvided for members, A~ usuali this mcetinﬁ will be a BYOB.
Alpha Zeta Update
By: Terri h

The September meeting was held at Cindy's house. In
auendance were Terri, Erika, Monica, Angela, Sheliy, Cindy,
Rosalind and Phyllis, Dee and Sandy. We were joined by
Christine, atiending her first meeting on a look-sce basis and
adding a new accent to our group.

Terri's announcements included the Phoenix Little Theater's
performance of "La Cage Aux Follies” during the last week of
the month and an announcement of Virginia Prince's coming.
She also discussed the Holiday En Femme, which will be held
November 16-20 in Chicage. All members interested in
attending should waich their maiiboxes for further information
and regisuration forms. The group also voted 1o have a
Halloween party al the next Alpha Zela meeting on Saturday,
October 15, Erika wes delcgated the task of finding a suitable
locatien. Albeit sixigen days premature, we can have a lot of
fun with this if we all cooperate.

The theme of our program was "Making a Better You,” and
fecanred a masterful makeover of our own Cindy by Francisco
from Hair in Motion. Alas, no cameras were rolling to caplare
this transformation, but Cindy will always remember the
experience. Francisco also shared many makeup lips such as
contouring and shading, picking appropriate colors, and
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differences in daytime/night time makeup, At the same time, in

another room, we were given a demonstration in electolysis by

Pat from Hair Free, who allowed us to experience mini

ireatments for ourselves. We wish to thank boih Pat and

Francisco for their time and ex

Transsexualism lln The Court

Dear Editor," Alpha Zeta & A Rose News”,
Recently, the issue of my being a cross-dresser and pre-op
ranssexual arose in the Arizona Supreme Coun. The case was in
regard to custody and visitation rights which I had with my
children. The court ruled that my crosadressing and tranasexual
lifestyle were not an issue significant enough to cancel either
custody or visitation a8 defined by a previous miling. This
previous ruling was the dissolution of the marriage. In part, the
court said, "this Court fails to find the exizsience of continuing
and/or significant changes in the circumstances present at the
date of the last order”™ Some key factors in this decision as
discussed during the court proceedings were:

1)"anticipation of the other side", i.e. Lhe fears and phobias of
my ex-wife were not a significant issue m this case,

2)"unknown circumstances”, i.e. the judge said that surgery at
this time is only speculation.

3)"a history of crossdressing prior to dissolution”. My
crossdressing was not a secret and known to my ex-wife
throughout our marriage.

Although I won this ruling, two things should be remembered:

1) having surgery could bring this issue back up in court.

2) this decision was in the lower court sysiem.

I hope that this information might be helpful to others who are

in Ihe same situation a3 I am, and I was happy that the court felt

that my lifestyle and gender preference was not a datermining
issue wilh respect to my relationship with my children.

Yours
o
JoAnn Roberts Replies #*

During the month, this newsletter received a response from
JoAnn Roberts, to last month's editorial view by Dianc |l
Diane's editorial was titled "Another Soapbox”, and was a
response 1o an editorial that JoAnn had placed on an east coast
computer bulletin board. In the letter it was obvious JoAnn
wanted to have a last word of sorts. She denied attacking any
specific groups, and she stated that she is not attempting to build
a platform.

Her comments thent could be summarized by saying that she
was surprised at the controversy that had evolved and that she felt
that the issues were obviously very sensitive. She then called for
an open discussion of the Tri-Ess policies in question.

Her closing comments were; "let me say that regardless of
my philosophical difference of opinion with this particular Tri-
Ess policy, I have the highest regard for the Tri-Ess members I
have met personafly and at no time have I made disparaging
blanket statemenis about Tri-Ess members in general”

* It ir the feeling by both Alpha Zeta and A Rose thar this
episode of frictior between members of our community be
ended, Therefore, this mewslelter does noi chovse to print
JoAnn's response, but will attempt 10 convey 1o our readers
around the coumtry the mair pointt JoAar was atiempting io
make, without the additional emotional comrments.












