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The open hand holds more love than the closed fist.  We all know 
this, but when transgendered behavior is introduced within a marriage 
or committed relationship, most of us are inclined to fight back.  
Recently I met a group of women who chose to open their hearts to 
love rather than retaliation.  The demonstration of their love had a far-
reaching effect, not only to themselves and their relationships, but to 
1400 other people who were to observe their unconditional love in 
action during the days to follow. 
 

It all began when these women joined their husbands on the 
Seventh Annual Dig ty Cruise Seventh Annual Dignity Cruise to Bermuda in September.  Each 
woman felt their husband deserved an opportunity to enjoy fine 
dining, pampered service, sightseeing and 
shopping while fully dressed as a woman.  
Each wife knew the emotional pleasure their 
husband would experience when pictures were 
made with the captain of a luxury cruise ship, 
when waiters in in tuxedos helped with their 
chair, and when the doormen called her 
"Lady".  Each woman knew the potential 
enrichment for their relationship.  What they 
did not expect was the wave of acceptance 
from the other passengers on board, and the 
most tremendous outreach opportunity of their 
lives. 
 

Acceptance was not evident on the first 
day.  In fact most people didn't even notice we 
were there.  Perhaps it was because the other 
passengers were feeling the ultimate pleasure 
for themselves.  They were too caught up in 
the atmosphere to notice a small group of very tall women.  A few 
may have wondered if the Canadian Women's Basketball Team was 
on board. 
 

I believe we began to be noticed soon after Carol, Babs, Jody and 
Char bought a horse to be entered in the races later in the week.  I use 
the word "horse" loosely, since she was only a stick pony without 
even a hint of a costume.  Very soon the pony had a name, 
PRICILLA, QLJEEN of the SEAS, which she wore proudly wherever 
she went, and she went EVER RE!  Very soon thereafter she also had 
a costume, and what a costume it was!  Everyone noticed the 
glamorous horse with long, brunette hair, the red shoes with four-inch 
heels attached to wooden legs by ankle straps, and a pair of sunshades 
to protect her delicate eyes.  Carol made sure Pricilla was usually 
"fashionably late. 
 

The waiters really got into the spirit of pricilla.  I heard one 
waiter whisper, "by golly, if a horse can wear a wig and sun shades, I 
can too!" He transcended an initial shyness, and came boldly to our 
tables.  "Could I try on Pricilla's wig?" Permission was granted, 
despite the fact that Pricillia seemed a bit annoyed.  Some even swear 
they heard a faint, "NEIGH", Translated "NO!" in English.  The 
waiter took the wig anyway and smiled broadly as he served our food, 
long dark hair flowing.  We never knew if the waiter was among the 
10% of men who have an interest in exploring the feminine, thought 
the idea was a funny joke, or actually wanted to participate in the 
camaraderie he had observed at our tables. 

 
By then the positive mood had begun to spread.  Several other 

waiters came to our tables and asked, "How many wigs can you round up 
for the wait staff" As you might expect, there were several available, so 
the next night the passengers experienced the parade of Baked Alaska 
carried by waiters with beautiful hair.  Most managed to keep the hair 
away from the flames! 
 

Meanwhile at the other end of the dining room there were two other 
groups- the staff from a dental office and a golf team. The two groups 
began to affectionately call us "the group having all the fun." They also 
noticed that we were the group bonded by a rare form of unconditional 
love! 
 

The next day the golf team was searching frantically for us.  They 
had an urgent request and time was running out!  It seems one of the 
wives in the dental group had a birthday the next day.  Her husband 
mused, "what if I dress as a woman and surprise her?  What better gift 
could I give her?  She will see that I am not afraid to express my softer 
side." He didn't expect what happened next!  When he was half way 
between a masculine and a feminine persona, a second member of the 

group asked to have a transformation also. 
 
The mood was set, and the plans were made, 
Just a few minutes after dinner began the two 
men entered the room, each dressed to the 
nines, both wearing broad smiles, and one 
caring a beautiful birthday cake with an 
undisclosed number of flaming candles.  Our 
group was already in place In a circle around 
the table, ready to sing, "Happy Birthday." The 
crowd joined in with laughter when the husband 
of the birthday girl pushed his right sleeves up 
to show a tattoo which had been painted on to 
his muscular upper arm.  His message came 
through loud and clear." Hey you guys out 
there!  I am all man, but it is ok to show a softer 
side." 
 
Something magical began to happen.  A wave 
of support spread through the dinning room.  

Passengers stood to their feet to give give an ovation.  The staff turned on the 
music, and dancing broke out all across the huge room.  We felt the 
inhibitions drop like a giant thud clearly heard throughout the formal 
atmosphere.  The music in the air was not chamber music which on 
would expect in an environment in which the mood is set by candlelight 
and roses.  We found ourselves rocking to the sounds which screamed 
out, "Move away from stereotypes.  Join in the fun.  Life is too short for 
inhibitions!" Dancing continued between the tables, and smiles were 
broad and contagious. 
 

By then our group was tightly bonded to the dental office and the 
macho guys from the golf team. We even joined in when they bellowed, 
"Macho, macho, macho man!  " About this time a plan started to form.  
All three groups would come to dinner, in mass, dressed in toga. 
 

The next night, about an hour before dinner, we gathered in one of 
the cabins to get dressed in the flowing gowns made of white bed sheets 
borrowed from the cabin boys.  Observers watched our wives as they 
demonstrated love and support for their husbands.  Each of us made sure 
the robes were beautifully draped, all hair was in place under the 
headpiece, and no bra straps were showing on the bare shoulders. 
 

Then at the appointed time all three groups entered.  There were no 
distinct lines separating the transgendered from golfers and the dental 
staff. the groups had bonded, and we moved as one.  Once again the (Continued on page 4) 

PRICILLA 
QUEEN of the 
SEAS 
 

By Dr. Peggy Rudd 
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(Continued from page 3) Pricilla 
other people on board were moved as well, and the "ice" was broken.  
Laughter replaced the more subdued mood of formal dining, and support 
continued to grow. 
 

The following morning the Purser's office told us they had been 
swamped with requests from passengers in the first sitting to be changed 
to late sitting.  Word was out that the "neatest folks on board were in our 
group." 
 

Our experience reached a climax on the night of the talent show.  
Jody had entered a few days before.  What we did not know, however, 
was that the entertainers on board had given Jody an extra measure of 
coaching. Other contestants preceded her, and sang in average voices 
center stage, with little animation.  Then it happened!  Jody was 
announced by the Cruise Director, the curtain lifted, and Jody appeared 
like a beauty queen.  Standing within a beautiful back drop of stars, she 
gracefully moved before us. the stage crew released the smoky fog from 
beneath the floor as she began a sultry lip synch to full orchestration.  
She moved through the audience, gently stroking the bald heads she 
found within her path, and perched upon a lap or two. the crowd roared, 
and when the song had ended everyone was standing in a romantic voice 
of approval. 
 

At the conclusion of the act, Jody led everyone in "Happy 
Birthday" as one of the entertainers approached the front of the 
auditorium.  Our group gathered around as a tee shirt was presented to 
honor her special day, The inscription read, "I was born a boy, but I 
really want to be a girl!" Then the truth came out - When the entertainer 
joined the crew she had very short hair, so the other entertainers gave her 
a masculine name.  "So!" Jody explained.  "We have just made you an 
honorary member of the transgendered community.  " The entertainer 
blushed, the crowd roared, and everyone in our group felt a rare form of 
satisfaction and joy! 
 

A still silence fell over the crowd as Jody took her place center 
stage.  Her voice dropped into a mellow baritone as she spoke.  "As you 
already know, I am Jody but I am also John.  I am a man who was born 
with a very large feminine side, and I express the feminine side with 
clothing.  Our group would like to say, "Thank you," to all 1400 of you 
who have opened your hearts to us. You have accepted us and you 
 
have shown us that you are capable of moving beyond the social mores 
which sometimes control our lives.  We love you for this.  The group 
joins me in gratitude. 
 
If there had been a dry eye in the crowd, they were no more. Slowly the 
crowd rose to their feet, wiped the tears from their eyes, and started to 
move toward us. The comments warmed our hearts.  Some said, "you 
taught us much about life." Others said, "When we get home we are 
going shopping for large sized dresses." 
 
The next day it was time to pack for home.  Pricilla, Queen of the Seas, 
was returned to the Drop room, but her red high heels and wig went back 
home with Jody and Char.  Oh! by the way.  Pricilla was not a winner, 
she only showed in the second race.  But let me tell you, our community 
was a winner. Many people will view us differently in the future.  This 
all happened because a group of women chose to share the experience 
with their husbands.  It is true!  The open hand holds more love than the 
closed fist. 
(Reprinted from the April 97 issue of The Femme Forum of the Tau -Chi 
Chapter) 

(Continued from page 1) Denise 

Holi y EnFemmeHoliday EnFemme 
The 98 Holiday EnFemme has been canceled. Seems the scheduled 
time and place were in conflict with an existing event ‘Fall Harvest” . 
My suggestion was to have a combined affair, sort of a “EnFemme 
Fall Harvest Holiday”...a gigantic affair in keeping with the Mall of 
America theme.......guess it didn’t float. 
Chi’s  next job at hosting it will be in 2001....can’t wait. 
 

M eting RoomMeeting Room 
Each month I attempt to announce the location of the upcoming 
meeting room. Be it the upper level room or the lower level room, I 
usually check with the hotel just prior to going to press so everyone 
will know what room we are in. Well, as you have noticed, this doesn’t 
always happen...Even thought the basement room costs more to rent 
than the first floor room, they offer it to us at the same price, however 
if they get a customer for that room they do bounce us. So that is why 
we sometimes find ourselves moved.... FYI, Our current cost for the 
room is $200 with additional charges of $69 each for the side rooms, 
plus tax..  
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Great Lakes Gender Leadership Council  
Activities Calendar 
FEBRUARY 1998 

                                                     
  

Weeks of February 7Weeks of February 7--2828  
Sat 2/7                 6:30 p.m.  CGS Social, ULTIMATE OZ (Upper Level) 7301 W. Roosevelt, Franklin Park 
Sat 2/7                 7:00 p.m. Gemini Gender Group Meeting in Milwaukee. 414-297-9328 
Tue 2/10             8:00 p.m. CGS Meeting, Stardust, 5688 N. Milwaukee 
Sat 2/14                    9:00 p.m. Sweetheart  Ball, ULTIMATE OZ  
Thurs2/19              7:30 - 8:30     Shake Your Booties, Beauties Class   (Lower level of Transformations) -  
                            Call to register 708-383-8338 
Sat 2/21Sat 2/21                8:00 p.m.8:00 p.m.                  ChiChi--Chapter meeting  ElmhursChapter meeting  Elmhurst , 1st nnual Qu en Of Hearts Pageantt , 1st Annual Queen Of Hearts Pageant 
Fri-Sun 2/ 20-22    Across the Fruited Plain Conference     UIC  - a discussion on gender issues 
Tue 2/24             8:00 p.m. CGS Social, Temptations 
Sat 2/28               7:00 p.m. T.O.N.I. meeting,   219-650-2142    E-Mail: toniltd@aol.com 
Sat 2/28               Chi Chapter Couples Group  Call 630-262-8707  for details. 
Weeks of March 1Weeks of March 1--1414 
Sat 3/14               7:00 p.m. Gemini Gender Group Meeting in Milwaukee. (Riki Wilchins) 414-297-9328 
 
Feb 26 - March 1 Texas Tea, San Antonio,  830-980-7788        E-Mail txtp@flash.net 
March 24-26       IFGE Convention “Crossing Borders”    Toronto, 781-899-2212               E-Mail:  XBorders98@aol.com 
April 30-May 3  California Dreaming   (714) 281-0271  E-Mail  PPOC@aol.com    http://www..flash.net/~dhome/cadreamin 
May  16               Chi Chapter SPRING FLING Dinner               E-Mail   Chitriess@aol.com 
July 15-19           S.P.I.C.E.  Atlanta                E-Mail: spice@tri-ess.com 
November 5-8    Fall Harvest, Minneapolis 
 
 










