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Renaissance National Moves In

Object: Improve Outreach

The Renaissance Education Association, Inc.,
has essentially operated from it’s phone machine,
it’s PO box and the homes of different members of
the board of directors for the past seven years. It
had to sublet space from the Philadelphia Chapter
for national board meetings. Files have been stored
all over the Delaware Valley and the Renaissance
Library has been living in a closet.

All that changed on June first when Renaissance
National moved into its new office. The office is
located at the Wayne Counseling Center, sharing
space with Dr.William Stayton. Stayton needed
more space for his reference books and by splitting
the rent with Renaissance, the space is affordable.

The first priority for the office is furniture. Beth
Marshall has found some items at area auctions and

these have been put in place. Renaissance is still
looking for shelving for the Renaissance Library.
During Greater Philadelphia Chapter meetings, the
office will be used as a library reading room.

Future plans for the office include having all
Renaissance mail sent there and having a phone
installed. Currently, the Renaissance phone is
connected to a voice mail system. No one answers it
and we lose a lot of people who will not leave a
number for us to call back. With a phone in the
office we will be able to schedule volunteers for
phone duty during certain hours and thus expand
our outreach capabilities.

Other uses may include face-to-face meetings
and interviews with media personnel.

Renaissance finally has a place to call home.

N.J. Gov. Whitman Meets M.O.T.G. Rep.

By Terry McCorkell, Co-director M.O.T.G.
Office of The Governor, The State House,
Trenton, New Jersey May 9, 1994

I had the honor of representing Renaissance
affiliate M.O.T.G. and the New Jersey Transgender
Community in an historic first meeting with New
Jersey’s Republican Governor, Christine Todd
Whitman. As part of a team of twenty-two represen-
tatives from the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgen-
der communities, we took part in a round table
conference with the Governor and her staff at her
office in the state capital of Trenton.

This meeting was initiated by the N.]. Lesbian
and Gay Coalition of which M.O.T.G. is an active
member. It was also facilitated in conjunction with
the Lesbian Issues Task Force of the N.J. Chapter
of the National Organization for Women (N.O.W.).
Every effort was made to present a group that
represented all the diverse elements of our
respective communities. Several organizers of this
meeting insisted, to their credit, that the transgen-
der community be included. Hence, M.O.T.G. was
contacted and involved from the early planning
stages.

Special emphasis was placed on five major areas
of concern that were brought to the direct attention
of Governor Whitman. They were: Civil Rights; Bias
Awareness; Youth Issues; Family Issues; and AIDS.
All of the representatives gave brief presentations
based on their particular areas of expertise.

My presentation spanned both Civil Rights and
Bias Awareness, and included a brief introduction to
the transgender community. I pointed out to the
Governor that we face discrimination on a basis
sinilar to the gay, lesbian. and bisexual communities,
yet we have no protection under the N.J. law. In
addition, I emphasized the fact that we are very
visible targets for those who would commit hate
crimes, yet we have very questionable protection
under N.J. law.

I explained that the core defining characteristic
of the transgender community is one of gender
identification rather than sexual orientation, and as a
consequence we are left without any civil rights or
bias crimes protection.

Governor Whitman asked me, “When you say

please turn to page 6
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Q Chapter & Affiliate Information #;

Chapters

Delaware

Renaissance Delaware Chapter:
meets second Saturday of each month.
Write for info to: PO Box 5656, Wil-
mington, DE 19808 or call 302-995-
1396.

New Jersey

South Jersey/Shore Area: Write Re-
naissance S], Box 189, Mays Landing, NJ
08330. Meets the first Saturday of the
month at the Atlantic Mental Health
Center, 2002 Black Horse Pike, McKee
City. Doors open at 7 p.m. Call 609-435-
5401 for details.

Pennszlvania

Greater Philadelphia area: Write
Renaissance GPC, Box 530, Bensalem,
PA 19020-0530. Meets third Saturday of
the month in King of Prussia. Doors
open 8 p.m. all year 'round. Call 610-
630-1437 for information.

Lower Susquehanna Valley: Write
Renaissance LSV, Box 2122 Harrisburg,
PA 17105. Meets on the first Saturday of
the month. Call 717-780-1LSV (1578)
for location and times.

Affiliates
Georgia

The American Educational Gender

Information Service (AEGIS), PO Box

33724, Decatur, GA 30033-0724 or call
404-939-0244. Information resources.

Louisiana

The Gulf Area Gender Alliance, PO
Box 870213, New Orleans, LA 70187-
1300. Local support group.

New Jersey

Monmouth/Ocean Trans-Gender,
(MOTG), write PO Box 8243, Red Bank,
NJ 07701 or call 908-219-9094.

New York

Metropolitan Gender Network
(MGN), write 561 Hudson St., Box 45,
New York, NY 10014, or call 201-794-
1665, Ext. 332. Local support group.

Start Your Own

Would you like to start a group in your area? If
so, we can help with our chapter/affiliate program.
Write to the Director of Outreach, Chapter Devel-
opment, Renaissance National, PO Box 60552,
King of Prussia, PA 19406 or call 610-630-1437 and
request our Community Outreach Bulletin No. 1.

& Resources {5 ‘@ €

Background Papers:

Background Papers are $1.25 each:

1. Myths & Misconceptions About
Crossdressing

2. Reasons for Male to Female
Crossdressing

3. PARTNERS: Spouses &
Significant Others

4. The Matter of Children

5. Annotated Bibliography

6. Telling the Children: A
Transsexual’s Point of View

7. AIDS/ HIV Safety and Ethics.

8. Understanding Transsexualism

Signil‘ic:ml Other Support

To network with other partners of trans-
gendered people contact Evelyn Kirkland,
PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa., 18940.

Pen Pal Prngl'am:

If you would like to correspond with
other people around the country con-
tact Pen Pals, care of Maryann Kirk-
land, PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa.,
18940. Maryann will put you on the Pen
Pal List and give you a copy of that list
so you may correspond with as many
new friends as you like.

TransParent Forum:

If you are transgendered and have
children, that makes you a TransParent.,
If you'd like to network with other
TransParents contact Elsa [, PO
Box 2122, Harrisburg, Pa., 17105, at-
tention: TransParent.

Renaissanceexs &

© 1994, Renaissance Education Asso-
ciation, Inc., PO Box 60552, King of
Prussia, Pa. 19406-0552, 610-630-
1437.

$2 per issue, $16 per year (12 issues).
Back issues are available for $2 per
copy plus $0.52 postage and handling.
Send check or M.O. to the above ad-
dress, attention: Beth Marshall.

Editor-in-Chief
Angela Gardner
Contributing Editors
Dina Amberle
JoAnn Roberts
Layout
Creative Design Services
Distribution
Beth & Rachel Marshall

Business Manager
Susan

- Articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the

editor are always welcome. Ideas for ar-
ticles and opinion pieces should be sent to
our editorial office care of Renaissance,
PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020-0330.
Complimentary and irate letters to the

_editor may be sent to the same address.

‘Renaissance l;,b‘ a 501[¢][3] non-profit orga-
. nization providing education and support
. to the transgender community and the

general public.

Events Calendar
July
2 Ren So. Jersey
6-10 SPICE-Chicago
9 GPC Atlantic City trip
9 LSV Meeting (due to holiday) -
video tape on SRS.
9 Ren Delaware: Angela Gardner -
Sex & the Single Crossdresser
16 Ren GPC - Native American TG
Rituals w/Alison Laing

August
6 Ren So. Jersey
6 Ren LSV - Ren Bookstore
17-21 ICTLEP Law Conf,, Houston
20 Ren GPC - Fashion & Style w/
JoAnn Roberts
27 Ren LSV-Annual Luau
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Well girls, the summer is sizzling
along. It’s another July of sun and fun.
If the comet that’s scheduled to smack
into Jupiter around the middle of this
month causes that gas giant of a planet
to ignite, maybe we’ll be one of those
lovely two sun systems. Think of the
tanning possibilities that presents.
Experts say that nothing may happen
when the comet hits but what do they
know? I'm stockpiling mascara and
hair spray just in case.

If we make it through the middle of
the month with a continuation of life-
as-we-know-it, then remember, the
hot months will wane all to quickly and
you'd better get your behind to the
beach for that Swimsuit Issue shot.
Last year we only had nine swimsuit
photos. I know we can beat that this
year even if it’s hard to get the photos
processed due to the global disaster.
So hit the beach, get that double tan
and get those pics in by December
first. That’s Swimsuit Issue, PO Box
530, Bensalem, PA, 19020.

SKIRTS ON CRUSADE

We got an interesting mass mailing
from Fort Lauderdale, Florida last
month. The hefty little packet con-
tained a letter, three copies of clip-
pings from the newspapers down there
and some photos cut out of fashion
catalogs. The letter was signed by a
thirteen and a half (remember when
you used to add “a half” to your age? I
subtract at least four years.) year old,
closet crossdresser named Michelle.
Michelle and some of her friends went
through an old issue of Tapestry and
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put together their mass mailing to
groups in the transgender community.
They are looking for our support in a
crusade to bring boy’s Skirt Days to a
high school near you.

This all got started when a student
responding to the men in skirts fad
wore one to school and was asked to go
home and change by administrators
who felt his attire would disrupt other
student’s studies. Were his legs that
good? Boys started a crusade to have
as many males as possible show up on
the next Thursday in skirts. Since the
school dress code bans mini skirts, the
boys wore long ones. The catalog
clippings Michelle included were to
illustrate what lengths the boys went to
in their protest costuming,

The kids want us organized cross-
dressers to get on the phone and call
stores to urge the buyers to carry the
skirts for boys that have started to
make fashion news. Michelle and her
friends, (who, according to her are not
crossdressers.) want to make men in
skirts strictly a fashion issue. Her
hidden agenda is, of course, then she
could wear her skirt to school and get
her satisfaction secretly. Ah hal

Well, it’s a great idea. I'm all for
young men doing anything that will
improve their world view. As Michelle
points out, long hair on men was
accepted, earrings for guys have
become much more common and I
even saw a young grunge rock type in a
kilt walking down a center city Phila-
delphia street. (I thought my mid-calf,
floral print was much nicer than his
tartan pattern.) As Bob Dylan said,”the
times, they are a-changin’.” However,
I'm not sure I believe in 13%year old
Michelle the closet CD. Some of the
phrasing in her letter is a little too
sophisticated and how they got a “old
issue of Tapestry” is glossed over
rather quickly. I have a vision of a sixty
eight year old, retired crossdresser
with lots of time on his hands seeing
the articles about boys in skirts and
getting inspired. I see his plot to enlist
support groups around the country
with a sentimental plea from cute little
“Michelle”. Well, what are you waiting
for? Get on the phone and tell the
boy’s department that your son wants

to know if he’ll be able to get the
popular boys skirts there when the big
back to school sales start. Maybe
fashion pressure can change the world.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Doctor Melanie Erin Spritz, a pre-
op, M-F, transexual sent us a copy of
some pages of the AAPHR Reporter
dealing with that organization’s
controversy over changing their name.
The AAPHR is a professional group
for gay and lesbian physicians and
apparently at this time their name does
not reflect that. Doctor Spritz is the
only transgendered member (of the
Phila. affiliate) and she feels that the
group’s name should include “trans-
gendered” as well as lesbian and gay.

Shades of the Stonewall 25 contro-
versy! I have no idea what Doctor
Spritz’s sexual orientation is but, it
seems to me that if she is a lesbian
then the group would relate to her on
that basis. If she is interested in men
sexually, then she shouldn’t be a
member of a gay physician’s group
since she’s a straight woman.

I have no idea what the initials
AAPHR stand for,(I've half way
figured out AAP but HR has me
stumped.) but if they are going to
admit transgendered members then I
think they should add that word to
their name. They are due to vote on
the name change in September and if
Doctor Spritz keeps us informed, we’ll
pass it along.

LET THE TV BEWARE

Stella [l sent a page from the
Washington-Baltimore edition of TV
Guide. In the classified section under
the Videos/Movies listing there is an ad
for Michael Salem’s Boutique. He’s
selling videos in this one. The ad leads
off with Mrs. Doubtfire for $18.88 plus
$3.50 shipping and handling. Tootsie is
touted for $14.99 plus $3.50 for
shipping and handling. (I've always
wondered what makes “handling”
different from “shipping.”) Then,
having got your attention with those
deals, Mike shifts into high gear with

his own video, How To Impersonate A

continued next page



News Beat...

Woman. It’s regularly $60.00 but now
you can get it for only $29.99 plus, you
guessed, $3.50 shipping and handling.
Be still my heart!

Last time I checked on things like
this there were video stores in most
every neighborhood that would rent
you a copy of Tootsie for around a
dollar a day. Mrs. Doubtfire was
available at one local drugstore chain
for around twenty dollars with a mail
in rebate of ten dollars. No shipping
and handling. If people are so worried
that someone will think they are a TV
when they go into the local Block-
buster Video to rent Tootsie or Mrs. D.
then I guess they really do need
Michael Salem’s mail order services.
Why would you waste the money
otherwise?

I haven’t seen Salem’s own video so
I can’t really comment on it, but if you
need a video to give you tips on
crossdressing, shop around. You don’t
have to order the first video you see.
Ask for brochures and ask other people
in the community for their opinion
before you pay the “regular price”
plus, all together girls: SHIPPING
AND HANDLING!

AND IT’S HYPO-ALLERGENIC

Many members of the transgender
community fall prey to mail order rip
offs because of that good ol’ paranoia
that most of us have developed over
the years. “Oh my God! What if they
figure out this pink nightie in size 18 is
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for me?” After a while some of us
develop a “who cares” attitude, some
of us come up with devious ways to
obtain our feminine necessities and
some of us keep on getting ripped off.

One of the hardest things to buy is
makeup. Those with the who cares
attitude will make their purchases with
a minimum of sweating. Those who are
following the devious route will throw
that bottle of foundation or lipstick in
with a huge order of groceries or stuff
at the drugstore. They’ll clutch a list.
Some will go so far as to mumble loud
enough for the clerk to hear, “I hope I
got everything on HER list.” Then of
course the TV who keeps getting
ripped off will buy her makeup in
industrial sized containers with
industrial size prices from unscrupu-
lous mail order outfits.

There is an alternative. Go to a
makeup counter that carries a brand
you are interested in. Bring a flattering
photo of yourself en femme. Be honest
with the woman at the counter. (It
helps to pick an older woman. They've
seen it all.) Tell her the makeup is for
you and show her your photo so she
will take you seriously. If you don’t act
strange and you are up front with
them, most cosmetics sales women will
be glad to assist you. As we've said
before in News & Views, our money is
just as green as the next persons.

Recently a woman named Martha
Robertson called us to get more
information on crossdressers. She
works at the Clinique counter in the
Montgomeryville John Wanamaker
store. I sent her some of our material
and she said that she would welcome

Since 1969!

crossdressers at her counter. Stop
being afraid girls. Go see Martha or
the cosmetic sales woman of your
choice, today.

EVENTS, EVENTS

Where will the fashionable cross-
dresser be found this summer and fall?
Let’s stroll through some of the events
that make the phrase, “All dressed up
and no where to go” outdated.

Saturday, July ninth the Greater
Philadelphia Chapter flounces down to
the shore. The girls will descend on
the Brass Rail Lounge at Studio Six
between 9 and 10PM. Studio Six is a
gay complex at 12 south Mt. Vernon
Ave. and they have parking for up to
200 cars. That ought to take care of us
but where will the other patrons park?
The girls plan to start with Studio Six
but who knows where they’ll end up?
Look out Trump Plaza.

Don’t bring any dresses for this one.
July 6-10 at the Ramada O’Hare Hotel
in Chicago it’s SPICE 94 for the
spouses of crossdressers. Crossdressers
may attend but they are not allowed to
dress. Contact SPICE Director Linda
Peacock, PO Box 24031, Little Rock,
AR 72221.

Transgender attorneys, this ones for
you. Discuss fine points of the law and
exchange makeup tips at Transgen "94,
the 3rd Annual Transgender Law &
Policy Conference in Houston, Texas,
August 17-21. Contact Phyllis

Randolph Frye, Attorney, Executive
Director ICTLEP,h.
Houston, Texas 77035-5515. Counse-
lor, it’s about these briefs...

August twenty seventh it’s time for

Lee's Mardi Gras Ent., Inc.
Lee G. Brewster, President
Bookstore Boutique

565 10th Ave., 2nd Floor | 400 W. 14th St., 3rd fl
New York, N.Y. 10036
Both Stores Open Monday through Saturday!

Hours: 12 noon - 6 pm
(212) 947-7773

Hours: 11:30 - 6:30 pm
(212) 645-1888

New York, N.Y. 10014 -

Lady Reflexologist/Aroma Therapist

Will make you feel and look great!
Beauty — Health — Relaxation
Natural facials, foot massage,

scalp massage, bodissage

Powerful Fragrant Essential Oils
Boost circulation
Improve immune system
Calm nervous system
Alleviate painful feet

The Natural Way 215-734-2304




the LSV Luau. See crossdressers in
grass skirts! See giant roasted pigs! See
Angela Gardner do a lip sync number!
If I can get off my lazy butt and
rehearse something, If not, I guess it’ll
be selected readings from my column.
Zzzzrzz.... Contact Linda C. at LSV for
ticket info. 717-| D

Coming September 22-25 to a
Pocono resort not that near to you...
Paradise In The Poconos, the CDS
event that keeps ‘em coming back for
more. Call JoAnn Roberts at CDS,
(That's Creative Design Service, not
Renaissance) for information. The
CDS number is 610-640-9449. Call
before midnight tonight! Operators are
standing by.

September 27 to October 2 get high
on Southern Comfort. The Southern
Comfort Conference will be held in
Atlanta at a “gender friendly” hotel in
the north metro area. All the usual
suspects will be on hand and Doctor
Roberts will deliver the keynote
address. Their address is Southern
Comfort Conference, PO Box 77591,
Atlanta, GA 30357. Call them at 404-
875-5749.

October 4-7 is an event for all of
you fans of Maverick. You can play the
Jodie Foster part if your spouse will
dress up as the riverboat gambler on a
cruise down the historic Ohio River.
Yes, you'll depart from Pittsburgh, PA,
home of the Pittsburgh Pirates and the
Andy Warhol Museum, and cruise for
three days aboard the luxurious Delta
Queen. For details on this queenly
cruise contact Peggy Rudd, 1811
Crutchfield, Katy, Texas 77449 or give

‘em a holler at 713 | N

DONNA'S HAIR STUDIO 1 AND BOUTIQUE

.Tu. 9-5+W.-Th. 9-8 » Sa. 8-4
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181 SCOTCH RD » TRENTON * NJ 609-883-0002
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Traditionalists may wish to save
their cash for the 20th Annual Fantasia
Fair. It happens October 16-23 in
Provincetown, MA. That’s on the Cod
you know. I mean, the Cape. They
even go out whale watching in drag at
this event. Dermatologists make a
killing after the Fair treating all the
girls who did that real close shave two
times a day and clogged their pores
with foundation. Ouch. Contact the
fair’s director Alison Laing, PO Box
941, Southeastern, PA 19399-0941 for
a lovely brochure.

LET ME HAVE THE
LAST WORD

In the April issue Dina Amberle
carved up Cassie [JJjj with surgical
skill. Cassie is a member of Emerald
City and she wrote a little article about
her experiences at the Fall Harvest
Festival in the Emerald City newslet-
ter. I would like to see a word count on
the number of times she used the word
“I” in the piece. It read like a tribute to
Miss i}, God’s gift to the trans-
gendered community. Just a touch on
the self involved side? Yes.

Now, I'll be the first to admit that I
have been there myself. (Actually I still
am but I have the good sense not to
make too many claims about how swell
I am in print.) Most of us have been.
When I read Dina’s column I thought
Cassie had it coming and I wondered if
we would get a response. We did. A
member of Emerald City wrote to
defend Cassie but, they did not want
News & Views to publish the letter.
What'’s the point? I love to print letters
to the Editor. Especially letters that

don’t agree with something we’ve said.
That’s what we're here for. To inform
you, to get you riled up and to get
dialogue started. Like oatmeal, it’s the
right thing to do.

And lastly, I have to apologize to
our Delaware Chapter. In last month’s
column I mentioned their new
meeting site and gave a contact
address for info. Michelle [
pointed out, just after the issue went in
the mail, that the address I gave was
wrong. Oops. The correct address for
the Delaware Chapter is on page two.

And now, a quote from that popular
quipster, Anonymous; “Every time
history repeats itself, the price goes
up.” That’s it folks. See ya AC. That’s

“After the Comet.” g

(Ed.Note: Ms. Gardner used “T”
32 times in the preceding column.)
TASK FORCE SEEKS
VOLUNTEERS
If you would like to help the Phila-
delphia Lesbian and Gay Task Force
in their fight for full civil and human
rights for gays and lesbians maybe
you'd like to give them some of your
time. The Task Force is in search of
a team of skilled volunteers to sup-
port special projects and to provide
“ administrative assistance. If you are
interested in joining the Task Force

“team call Rita Adessa, 215-772-2000
for more information.
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SELMA BLAKER

Wig Service Shop

Specializing in the Sales and Service
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat.

609-428-8448

Barclay Towers




Whitman...

‘gender identification’ not being
covered by the law against discrimina-
tion, by that do you mean it is because
the language is not specific?”

“That’s correct, Governor.”

The Governor listened attentively
to all speakers and expressed her
appreciation to the participants.

To her credit, Gov. Whitman has
frequently called for an end to intoler-
ance and discrimination of any kind.
When she ran for office, she expressed
support for the lesbian and gay
community in general. She reaffirmed
her stance against bigotry at our
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meeting, taking immediate steps to set
up a meeting with the State Attorney
General and representatives of our
communities to implement state wide
police sensitivity training.

In addition, she tasked the Director
of Community & Governmental
Relations to act as our ongoing liaison
with the governor’s office. Most
importantly, Governor Whitman
expressed a sincere willingness to work
with all of us and to use us as a valu-
able resource for the state

The lesbian, gay, and bisexual
communities have had meetings with
previous N.]. governors, as well as
with other state and federal represen-
tatives. As far as I know, this was not

only the first time a N.J. Governor has
met a real, live, transgendered person,
it was also the first time that our
community has been involved in such a
meeting as a full partner. This speaks
well about the sincere support that the
transgender community receives from
the gay, lesbian, and bisexual activists
inN.J.

I wish to acknowledge this support
and express appreciation to all the
various groups represented at this
meeting especially: The N.J. Lesbian
and Gay Coalition; The Lesbian Issues
Task Force of NOW; The Log Cabin
Club (Republicans); and others. May
we do together what we could not do

separately. g

Chinese Transsexuals Seek Recognition

by Phaedra Kelly

The transsexuals of the Peoples
Republic of China are attempting to
gain official recognition. Homosexual-
ity was decriminalized in China
sometime ago but transgendered
people were not legislated for or,
specifically against and so they remain
in limbo and at risk.

Also endangered by this cloudy
legal situation are the clinicians at No.
3 Hospital in Beijing where sexual
reassignment surgery began in 1984.
In 1992 the hospital performed the
first, revolutionary, complete genital
transplant surgery by exchanging a
man and woman’s genitals. Since 1992
four more operations have been
completed with only one case of tissue
rejection.

In order to encourage legal reform
for transsexuals the hospital has

worked with China’s University of
Cinema to produce a documentary
film. The film is to be shown in
theaters throughout China as well as
on Chinese television. Due to the legal
status of transsexuals, most were not
keen on appearing in the film. Fortu-
nately, I had arrived in China in March
to investigate the genital exchange
surgery and was recruited to portray a
western TS seeking surgery. I was
filmed at the hospital being inter-
viewed by China’s leading surgeon,
Prof. Dr. Xia and later at the Silk
Market and the Great Wall. The film
was to have been released in June.

The doctors at the hospital have
been put in touch with their colleagues
in the west through the IGTA and the
clinic has agreed to act as a conduit for
exchanges between transgendered
people in the east and west.

In other news from China, Dr.
Chaunmin Wang is researching a book
on international transsexual law. He is
in need of any and all data relating to
the legal status of transsexuals. Any
copies of legal cases, reforms, policies,
papers or essays should be sent to Dr.
Chuanmin Wang, M.D., Plastic
Surgery Research Centre, No. 3
Hospital, Beijing Medical University,
Beijing 100083, Peoples Republic of
China. It may take Dr. Wang a while
to get back to you but you are most
certainly assured of a reply as the
Chinese are very polite, grateful and
responsive.

(Ed.Note: Michelle [} sent us a
copy of the June 1993 issue of Life
magazine that mentions the genital

exchange of Wang and Hou. The

How To Avoid The Dry Cleaning Blues s, ziia.i: pum

Since the summer season is here it’s
definitely time to put away your winter
wardrobe and deal with those cute
little dresses and rompers that have
been hanging around in the closet for
the past six months. What's first?
Getting it cleaned of course. Here’s

how not to get taken to the cleaners,
by the dry cleaners. Just a few things to
remember when you’re looking for a
good, reputable dry cleaner.

First of all you should feel comfort-
able when you walk in the door. You
hope they won’t look at you funny

couple also exchanged names and
wardrobes.)

when you show up with an armload of
femme wear. (Ed. Note: You will have
to deal in your own way with questions

about how she got that much makeup
on the collar. “Well, she really likes to

continued on page 12
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Guess Who’s Had
A Makeover?

]é W{I({gé/z‘ L’ﬂd’

Art & Hlusion: A Guide to 67(0—.5'&#6&&1@3 Srd Edition, is now avaclable.
Volume 1: Face & Hairy, $15. Volume 2: Fashion & Jtyle, §75. Each volume
is 40 full size pages with scads of brand new art, plus photos. Also, Coping With Crossdressing, $12
The Cross & The Crossdresser, $10 » And lots more including the best video publications available
anywhere. Write or call for a free catalog today. CDS, serving your needs since 1985.

Creative Design Services
PO Box 61263, King of Prussia, PA 19406-1263
Call 61026409449 for VISA & M/C orders.




I've noticed a disconcerting trend in
my last two columns. I'm agreeing with
too many of the articles I read in other
newsletters. One of the joys of writing
this monthly epistle is finding some-
thing stupid or wrong-headed — and
tearing into it.

But where are the Cassie -’,
the Joan -’s, or the person
who writes the copy of the Vernon’s
Specialties catalog? I'm seeing far too
much common sense and intriguing
opinions in other newsletters. They've
been making me say ‘yes, I agree with
that idea,” or using them as a jumping-
off point for my own ideas on the same
topic.

So to all the poohbabs, the arbiters
of what the rest of us should be doing
or thinking, the overinflated egoists,
and the hopelessly dead wrong
essayists out there in newsletter-land,
please resume writing your negative
opinion pieces, your ‘I looked so good
in the straight bar’ reminiscences, and
the ‘don’t do this because it reflects
poorly on the transgendered commu-
nity” editorials. Lord knows, I need the
material - and a good laugh.

UH-OH! THEY’RE USING THE
‘F» WORD

The Crystal Chronicle is a newslet-
ter out of the Crystal Club in Colum-
bus OH. Their lead article in April’s
issue was titled ‘Because It's Fun!!!’

A lot of groups all over the country
talk about enjoying themselves but
sometimes when you read the meat of
the newsletters it’s all about political
wrangling, controversies of one sort or
another, personal hard-luck stories, or
pseudo-scientific rationalizations for
our behavior. It’s refreshing to see
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someone come out and use the ‘F’
word as a motivational, inspirational
factor for crossdressing,

Author and editor Adrianne [}
may not speak for everyone but I think
for many of us crossdressing is a fun
activity in the same vein as other time
and money-consuming hobbies. As
Adrianne writes, “Forget about
complex neuro-connections, genetic
heredity, disregard that inner need to
be whole — let’s be blatantly obvious
and primitively honest. We crossdress
because it’s fun.”

I think we’ve been trying so hard to
convince ourselves and the outside
world what we do is normal that we’ve
glommed onto psychobabble to
describe the motivations and make it
sound more palatable. What's wrong
with doing something just because...
you like it? I think that sounds a hell of
a lot more ‘normal’ than telling the
world we’re driven by some indescrib-
able compulsion. And it’s nice to see
someone brave enough to make it a
page one article.

DID IT, DONE IT, BEEN
THERE

The ETVC group in San Francisco
has a page one story in their newslet-
ter, The Channel, about the IRS
granting them official non-profit tax-
exempt status, The closing paragraph
of the article states, “This is a historic
moment for ETVC and for the entire
transgender community.”

Pardon me, ladies, but at the risk of
blowing our own horn here in Phila-
delphia, Renaissance has had IRS non-
profit tax exempt status for five years.
In fact, our founders decided at the
outset to seek IRS non-profit status to

indicate the legitimacy of the organiza-
tion from the get-go.

As with a lot of things in this
country, history was made first in
Philadelphia.

JUMPING OFF OUR HIGH
HORSE

Veronica [ had a very interest-
ing opinion on the controversy sur-
rounding the exclusion of ‘Transgen-
dered’ from the Stonewall 25
proclamation title. And if you think I
was dissin” ETVC in the previous item,
I'wasn’t. Veronica’s opinion piece was
featured in the same issue of The
Channel.

While so many in our community
are indignant about the politicking
behind the exclusion of “TG’, she
reminds us that the Stonewall celebra-
tion is first and foremost a gay celebra-
tion. While the original Stonewall
incident was spurred by the fighting
spirit of the drag queens, these gals
were gay first, transgenderist (if they
would even use that term themselves)
second. Veronica says that although
she would rather have had TG’
included in the document title, “I don’t
think we're in a position to DEMAND
inclusion in the title.”

Veronica goes on to say that so
many heterosexual crossdressers go out
of their way to tell the world they
aren’t gay that it is hypocritical now to
be dismayed at not riding on their
coattails for equal rights. Further,
many of us frequent gay establish-
ments because of the tolerance shown
by people who've paid dues to get as
far as they have - yet we like to
distance ourselves from the gay
community when it serves our public
relations strategies in promoting
hetero crossdressing.

In her closing paragraph, Veronica
writes that she “cannot support the
demand for transgenderists to share
the glory of a victory until our major
representative organizations embrace
completely and without restrictions the
warriors who fought the battle.” That
about says it all. And says it extremely
well, Veronica.



HOOKERS OVERRUN
HOUSTON (I THINK)

The Gulf Coast Transgender
Community is a group in Houston, TX.
In their newsletter they had a dress
code reminder for their members. “We
require everyone to dress appropri-
ately for the occasion. While a lot of us
have a hooker fantasy to live out,
remember the place for this...” Then,
later on in the newsletter, a gal named
Jo Anne Roberts (no, not our JoAnn)
touts a new place to go with one
caveat. “Please make sure you are
dressed appropriately (no hookers,
please).” Columnist Jackie Evelyn
I 2kes a more subtle point in
discussing a trip to Galveston. “It also
helps if you dress appropriately as well
as conducting yourself in your most
ladylike manner.”

Wow, they must have some hot
babes down there on the Gulf Coast of
Texas if it takes three reminders in one
newsletter to keep those girls in line.
But I kid my Houston girlfriends.

Actually they are my new best
friends because also in Jackie [ s
column she has this interesting nugget:
“I will be bringing the GCTC copy of
‘Renaissance News & Views’ to the
May meeting. I commend to your
attention the “Vis a Vis’ column by
Dina Amberle.”

I don’t care if they do dress like a
bunch of streetwalking tarts down
there in Houston. If they like my
column, they're aces in my book.

NO FOOLING

Paula [l wrote a nice piece
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in the Cross-Port Innerview newsletter
out of Cincinnati, Ohio. She related a
story about her sister asking whether
Paula tried to fool people into believ-
ing she was a woman when she was out
crossdressed.

Thinking about it, Paula answered
that “no, I only try to look my best.
The only people I've tried to fool are
my life-long acquaintances. I tried to
fool them into believing that I was
John Wayne.”

She goes on to recount some brief
anecdotes about overcompensating
with macho behavior, pretending to
like sports on TV, and trying to act
‘cool” with the ‘in” crowd.

Paula’s essay dealt with her personal
reflections on how she hid her femi-
nine side so as to fool her friends into
thinking she was ‘one of the guys’. But
it also points out the universality of
role-playing in the human species.
How many times have we noticed
someone putting on a show of either
machismo, know-it-all wisdom,
insincere commiseration... you name it
and someone (maybe each of us) has
turned it into a performance to fool
others into seeing something that
wasn’t really there.

I'm not advocating all of us go out
and try to fool people into believing
we're real women. In most instances,
we couldn’t fool anyone who wasn’t
extremely myopic anyway. But if non-
crossdressers would examine them-
selves, they would see that in their
‘normal’ behaviors they often try to
fool others by creating an image other
than who they truly are. Then maybe

A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE

P-FLAG is a national group for the
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays. The Phila. P-FLAG Chapter’s
newsletter had an item written by
Laura Siegel, a mother of a gay man in
San Francisco. In it she wrote about
the first time she marched in a gay
pride parade with the P-FLAG
contingent. She tells of her son
spotting his parents in the parade and
excitedly pointing them out to his
friends as they marched by. Other gay
and lesbian onlookers applauded the
P-FLAG group when they came by.
“Thank you. It should be my mom and
dad” yelled one person. It was a warm
moment because Mrs. Siegel realized
then that she was marching not only
for her own son but for all the sons and
daughters whose parents weren’t there
for them.

It’s safe to say that most parents
would prefer that their sons or daugh-
ters were not gay, lesbian, or transgen-
dered. Some get over it, accept them
as they are, and keep loving them.

Laura Siegel's story illustrated how
love and pride works on both sides of
the parent-child relationship. And
points out the desolation in those
relationships when the parents reject
their own out of fear or shame.

The P-FLAG newsletter also
carried a transcript of Tom Hanks’
acceptance speech for his Best Actor
Oscar for the AIDS drama Philadel-
phia. I don’t remember much about
the Academy Awards ceremony except

continued on page 12
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“If homosexuality were normal, God
would have created Adam and Bruce.”
Anita Bryant
- o e
The alternative lifestyle communities
were handed a number of setbacks in the
past few months. In particular, the gay/
lesbian community seems to be losing
ground after a decade of progress. For
example, I mentioned that the state Su-
preme Court of Hawaii had issued a
“show cause” order to the state for de-
nying a marriage certificate to two men.
The Hawaiian House of Representatives
has moved to counteract that court rul-
ing with a measure that argues the state
has a “compelling interest” in denying
same-sex marriages.
- e -
Meanwhile in Atlanta, officials there are
trying to smooth out the wrinkles in the
1996 Olympic Volleyball competition.
Actually, the volleyballers are innocent
bystanders. The volleyball competition
was set to take place in conservative
Cobb County. The county commission-
ers, last August, passed a resolution that
the “life style advocated by the gay com-
munity” was “incompatible with the
standards to which this community sub-
scribes.” Gay groups have been cam-
paigning since then for a boycott of the
Olympic games. After some of the gay
groups disrupted a few of the pre-Olym-
pic events and made it clear they would
do so for the actual Olympics, the At-
lanta Committee for the Olympic Games
has been seeking a compromise solution.
- e e o
In Austin, Texas, a city ruling that per-
mitted health benefits for Domestic
Partners was overturned. The focus of
the campaign to reverse the policy was
gay/lesbian relationships.
- e >
Do you get the hint here people? If the
gays and lesbians are under attack, so are
we. What are you going to do about it?
If you haven’t a clue, then I strongly sug-
gest you get your pretty little butt over
to the 3rd International Conference on

Transgender Law & Employment
Policy, August 17 — 21. Contact Phyllis
Frye at 71 .

- s -
I mentioned the Diagnostic and Statis-
tical Manual of Mental Disorders,
Fourth Edition last month and that book
was not forthcoming without some con-
troversy itself. Ever hear of “Self-Defeat-
ing Personality Disorder?” It was one of
the proposed categories for DSM-IV,
but it was not included in the final ver-
sion. SDPD categorizes people who
bring misfortune on themselves because
of unconscious motives. The disorder
was listed in the Appendix of the DSM-
III-R. SDPD was not included in DSM-
IV because it would seem to add insult
to injury by diagnosing a client’s prob-
lems as self-inflicted. Hmmm. Too bad
they didn’t keep it in. I know a few
people who fit this label to a T.
- e e >

Biologically speaking, there would be a
lot to gain politically if science could
show that sexual orientation and gender
identification were genetically pro-
grammed. That’s the premise of an ar-
ticle in the May issue of Scientific
American by neuroanatamist Simon
LeVay and biological chemist Dean
Hamer. LeVay is also the author of the
book The Sexual Brain. LeVay and
Hamer postulate that homosexuality, at
least in males, is carried by a gene on the
X chromosome. In other words, it’s
passed on by your mother. Countering
the arguments of LeVay and Hamer in
the same issue is Wm. Byne, M.D.,
Ph.D. Byne says that even if there are
genetic and neuroanatomical links to
sexual orientation that does not prove
these differences cause homosexuality.
This is an area of research that is closely
watched by both right and left politi-
cians, If a genetic link is established, then
Human and Civil Rights should not be
denied on the basis of sexual orientation.
But the sword cuts both ways. If a gene
is identified, there are those who would
want to try gene-therapy to “correct” the

10

aberration. Science is blind. Thanks to
Sharon Ann Stuart for sending me cop-
ies of the articles.

- e -
While we’re dabbling in genetics and the
like, let’s try to dispel another myth: tes-
tosterone is the private hormone of
males. Not so according to an article in
the May 3 New York Times. As women’s
health issues reach the forefront of re-
search, more information about the role
of both testosterone and estrogen are
being revealed. Some physicians now
believe that a small amount of testoster-
one is essential to women'’s health. Doc-
tors in Britain and Australia are likely to
include small amounts of the “male”
hormone to post-menopausal women on
estrogen replacement therapy. It turns
out that ovaries make a small amount of
testosterone and it is believed this is nec-
essary to maintain muscle and bone mass
as well as fuel sex drive. This research
holds some consequence for post-op
M-t-F transsexuals who may not be re-
ceiving any testosterone from their body.
According to ancther Times report on
May 10, testosterone may actually pro-
tect males from heart attacks. The study,
performed at Roosevelt-St. Luke’s Hos-
pital in Manhattan, found a surprising
correlation between a decrease in test-
osterone levels in aging males and coro-
nary artery disease. The correlation was
deemed “highly significant in statistical
terms.” So, guess what the leading cause
of death is for post-op M-t-F TSs?

- e >
My very good friend and ardent sup-
porter of the transgender community
Vernon, of Vernon’s Specialities had a
mild heart attack in May. Vernon hadn’t
felt too good for a few days and when the
attack hit, it floored him. He recovered
sufficiently to drive himself to the hos-
pital where he remained for several days
while they did a “Roto-Rooter” on his
arteries. When I spoke with him, he was
at home and ordered to rest and recu-
perate for two weeks. By the time you
read this, he’ll be back to work.



Luau Il

The Renaissance Lower Susquehanna Valley Chapter
Cordially Invites You To Our

1994 Luau

Saturday, August 27, At The Sheraton Inn Harrisburg

Located on Union Deposit Road at the intersection of Interstate 83

Cash bar beginning at 7:00 PM 1n our own Banquet arca
followed by Buffet dining with your choice of

Three Entrees
Vegetables, Salads
Desserts and Beverage

At 9:00 PM A fabulous entertainment spectacular featuring
A multi-talented assemblage of beautiful women in a wide ranging mixture
of song, comment, merriment and fashion. A must see and hear!

LUAU PARTY REGISTRATION FORM

Yes! I am planning to attend the 1994 Renaissance LSV Luau. Please reserve places
forme at $ each. in the name of

Total amount enclosed $

$35 If paid by May 13 1994
$37 If paid by Juh 13, 1994
$40 If paid by August 13, 1994

Please mail check or money to: Renaissance LSV, P.O. Box 2122 Harrisburg, PA
17103-2122 or return at a LSV Renaissance meeting. No tickets will be sent - your name

will be on a list at the door. Attendees wishing to reserve rooms at the Sheraton should
call (717) 361-2800
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