An Extraordipary Case.
An English paper contains an account of a
remmarkable case of bigamy, which recently
came belore the petty sessiong of Upton-on-
Severn. The account is as follows: “The

accused bigamist is one John Curtis, a laborer,
of the villaze of Strensham, (the reueat of the
poet Butler,) and he stands charged with hav-
ing married a second wife during the existence
of the first, whose maiden name was Anna
Maria Wilkins, and whom he married at Trens-
ham 1n 1835.  Curtis and his wife lived toge-
ther until the year 1840, when they came toa
mutuai agree nent to separate. Upon this sep-
aration taking place, the wife, who was a mas-
culine character, determined to “change her
condition” otherwise, and forthwith she assum
ed the male atiire, and proceeded immediately
ito an adjoining county, (Staftordshire,) where
she engaged with a farmer as a day laborer, and
actually worked in the fields, and occasionally
cuided the ploughshare. She then became the
“man-servant” of a gentleman, and, bhaving
the appearance of a ‘“hrisk young man,” she
attiacted the atention of her master’s honse-
maid, and they two appeared to be on terms
likely to lead to commutation 1n marrage. [t
was supposed by some parties that these two
fellow-servants were more Intimate than virtu-
ous, and the honsemaid was severely taken to
task by her relatives upon that subject, and
some abinse fell to the share of the seeming man.

The two were much annoyed by the scan-
dal, and at length the banns were put up, and
they were actually married, and hvedtovether as
mman and wife, as every hody thought, for some
years, the secret of the supposed hushand’s sex
berng undivaleged. At length, however, the
housemaid, tired of her female hushand, mar-
ried a real man, and removed to a distant part
of the country, while the heroine of our history
remaived in Staffordshire. [n the mean time,
her real hushand Curtis, tired of a single life, re-
sclved to marry again, and, having paid his ad-
dresses to a woman in his parvish, the clergy-
man, the Rev. Dr. Groves, incumbent of Tren-
sham, was applied to, but verv properly re-
fused to marry the couple until be had some
proof of the death of Curtis's first wife. Car-
tis made another appheation for the fulfilment
of a castom peculiar to the pari=h of Trensham
viz: to have the church-bell tolled as for the
death ot the missing wife. This, however, was
a'so refused; upon wh.ch. Curtisand his bride-
expectant repaired to Worcester, where they
were married.  The fact was very shortly al-
terwar's conveyed to the earsof his real wife
i Staffordshire, upon which she assumed her
female attire, had Curtis taken nto custody.
and appeared to prosecute him for bigamy.
The magistrates, having heard the case, com-
mitted Curtis for trial.




