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4 WILD WOMAN'S STORY.,

On a low chair in a cell in the jail at
Honesdale, Pa., July 10th, 1576, sat a most

kled, sun-burned face, small head crowned
with thick, shaggy gray hair, that lell
down over and almest concealed the black
est and sbarpest of eyes ; n slender body,
clothed in secaut and shabby female garb,
and lower limwbs encased in taltered trom-
sers. This was the ocenpant of the eell—
Lucy Ann Lobdell, nee Slater, better known
thereabouts as “the fe@ule huuter of Long
Eddy."’

Abont forty-five years ago a family nam.
ed Lobdeil hved in Delaware counly, N.
Y., at what is new the village of Long Ed-
dy on the Delaware river and Erie railway,
thien sparsely setiled. Lumbering wasthe
muin business of Lhe settlers of the vicini-
ty. The Lobdells dwelt in a eabin 1 the
woods, where adaughter, the subjeet)of our
sketehy, was borns  From the time this
child was old enongh to walk she was a
great favorite among the handy woodelinp-
pers aud vaftsmen, They ofien took her
off to the logging eamp and kept ber thera
for days at a time, and she early became
innred to the hardships of their life. The
lombermen in those days were all good
hunters, and always earried their rifles with
them. Before Lucy Acn was 8 yemrs old
they bad taught er the use of the vitle, and
sbe soon becawe as good a shot as there
was in the settlement. At the age of 12
she could out-shoot any of the men, and
bandied the ax with the enxe of an old
chopper. Before she had resched the age
of 16 she had killed numerous deer, and an
absenee of two or thivee days alone in the
woods was for her not an aueommem thing.
She once killed a fall sized pantler, and
the Yide of the animal is now in the pos-
session of an ex-Sheilt of Wayne county,
Pennsyivania. Notwinhstanding her mas
culine tastes, Lucy Anu’s name, as a givl
aod woman, was free loom reproach, 1The
bLreath of slander pever reached her, wnd
she could have had her choice of a husband
from the most exemplary young men inthe
vicinity. Buat she had no ineclinations o
mary, and she rejected all offers,

A rafisman namwed Harry Slater came
into the settlement about 1850, e formed
the acqoaintance of Laecy Ann, and to the
surprise of everybody they were married.
Siater had proposed 1o Lucy Avn,.aud she
told him that they would shoot at a mark
with rifles, and if Dbe beat her shots she
would marry him, if not she would remmnin
with ber punrents.  The wial of skill touk
place and Slater xas victorious.

Slater proved a worthless scapegince,
and neglected and abused his wife. A
year after they were married Mrs. Slates
gave birth w a daaghter. Belore the
child was two weeks old Slater deserted
both wife and child, leaving them in desti-
tute circnmstances.  Slater never teturmed,
but was oceasionally heard of 10 New Yook
eity, and on the Hudson river, & worihiless,
drunken vagabond.

The sorrowing wife went back to her
pavents, and after two years speui in ef-
forts to get aling asd maintain berself
respectably by dong woman’s work, but
with poor soceess, sbie huid aside the ap
parel of her sex, donued men’s elothivg,
and taking her rifle, went intu the woods
to eprn a living for bevself aud ehild.

For vight or ten years she roamed the
forests of Sallivan and Delawiare connties
in New Ymk, and Wayve and Pike, in
Pennsylvania, and spent two years in
Mecker connty, Minnessota,

She had cabins in vamions plaees, and
would visit the old home aboat onece a year,
and only appented in the setilements and
villages tnv sell her game aud furs and 1o
procure ammani jon,

On one of her visits to her ehild, when it
was nbout four years old, her parents com-
plived of having s eare on “heit hands.
She, therefore, tovk it away, and plaeced it
inthe Delbi poor bouse, and lelt ber old
= amping ground for New York and theree
ap the Hudson viver—still in men’s apparel
-—and, strange to say, passed and repassed
her husbund on the Hadson River Railvond
without being reeognized by him, ber dis-
guise wWus s complete,

From Albany she passed west over the

Minnesota, and says shie tanght thiee sing-
ing schonls on the way, lo provide means
of teansporiagion,

She bad a £75 rifle, and spent her first
winter /1555-0 with another person, hoth
i male attice, on the old Kandiyohi town.
site, on the nocth of the Kandiyaohi lakes,

They 1wo were employed to yoside on
and thos Bold possession of the mew (owy
| site, by the Minseapolis propiferors.  Her
Ceompasion speot the winer winh her, bt
never for a moment suspected that be was
wintering with a woman,

At times when provisions fell short, they
were compelied w0 live on sguirtels Tor
their meat.

In the summer of 1857 she appeaved in
Manaunah, bonrding a shiort time o a place,
doing clivres, chopping wood, haming,
washing dishes, ete, for her board. She
was homely st anyvibing, avd thoss with
whom she was acquuinted seemed to enjoy
her comproy—her male appavel often re-
quiring her to sleep in close proximity with
olhers of the mwle gender—bmt with 1o
tdiseretions and with no suspicions that
slie was other than what appesred on the
surface,

She ever seemed well pleased with her
digguise, and the difficnlty that would nat-
urally interpose in resuming, without loss
of character, her nataml and approprinte
rainment, probably induced her to comtinue
the deceprioms  She elaimed to have as
sumed this disguise originnlly, in ovder 2o
better get away from home without detec-
tion from a dranken busband.

She hnd bat liitle money; was a splendid
hunter, and was offensive to none, and as
before remurked. was good company, and
a “hiala fellow well met”" with allthe young
people in the neighborlivod, committing no
indiseretions,

In the summer of 1858, by pure accident,
“Satan, with the aid of original sin,” dis
eovered and exposed her sex. The blus
covde of Conneeticut was consaited and the
law was invoked to purge the community
of the scavndal,

The compty attorney, Wm. Richards.
now of the ety of New Yok, filed an in-
formation nexinst Mres. Slarer before Joln
Robeon, Eeq , J. P., then eontesting the
Jurisdietion of this county with J. B. At
kinson, Esq., as Joadge of the only couart
we had, alieging “tonfwheress, one Lob-
dell, being a woman, falsely mles a
man, to the great seandal of the communi
¥, and against the peace and dignity of

of Miuvesota,”” and asked that
It with acoording to law, that so
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singular Jooking person. A round, wrin- | prisoner, and A. C. Smitk as counsel.

Cential New Yook, avd Gunlly taroed apin l

pernicions an example might not be re-

ated in this land of steady habits, U, S,
Villie, a young lawyer from Virginia, then
residing at Forest City, appearved for the

The plea of pot goilty was interposed,
and the legal evidence to prove the neces-
sary fact could not easily be oblained and
was Jeft in doubt, and 1the court, after tak-
ingr the case under advisement, finally roled
that the right of femules to wear the pants
had been recognized from the time of Jus-
tinian, and 1hat the doctrine was too well
settled to be upset in the ease at bar, and
Mrs. Slater was therefure dischavged.

This dencnement had the effect to dis-
credit ber in the setilement, sabjecting her
to insult from the viecions on every hand.
Shie became deranged pending the proceed.
ings, 2nd, as it were, an outeast in society
—an objeet of commiserntion and sympa-
thy, and soon thereafter a public charge.

- On recovering from the mental shoek, she
expressed a willlngness to return to her
family and friends, but had no means save
Lier rifle, and nobody in the ssttlement was
able to purchase that,

Mrs. Slater was finully sent home at the
expense of Meeker county, under the di-
rection of Captain A. D. Pierce, then of
Manannah.

Soon therenfter Captain Pierce received
a letter from Mrs. Slater’s parents, thank-
ing bim and the econnty most heartily for
their kinduoess in returning her to ber
friends.

In 1559 she again appeared on her old
stamping ground, *“the basket,”” and still
in female attive,

She would at times recount bher ex-
peviense in the forest, and asserted that in
the sight yems she had killed one hundred
and finy deer, eleven bears, and numerons
wildeats and foxes, besides trapping hun-
dreds of mink and orther far-bearing ani
male. She had hawd to hand eontests
with both wounded deer and bear, as ngly
seams wnd sears npon her biddy amply tes-
tfied. Fortwo or three years after her I

|
|

retarn she led a mendicant st of life
through the valley, and floally entered the
poorbouse at Delhi, to ahich she had sent i
her child several years previonsly, This

child, bowever. had some time before been |
taken ont of the institution by a farmer of

Damascus township. Wayne eonnty, Penn-

sylvania, pamed David Foitman, aud
given n home at Lis house,

In the spring of 1865 a young woman |
was let off an Evie rail way passenger train
at Basket station, or Long Eddy. She
coula not pay her fare any further, and
said she had no particular point 10 which
she wis going, She gave her namo n%
Mrs. Wilson, amd said shie had been desert.
ed by her hushand ar Jersey City, where |
she had been living for some mouths. He |
was an employe of the Frie Railway Com- ,
puny. and had eloped with the danghterof |
the Iady with whom they bonided. Mrs,
Wiison sanid that she was the danghter of |
highly respectable parents named Penry,
of Lyun, Mass., and that she had run away
from home and marvied James Wilson, her
purents having opposed the mach. The
station agent and others at Basket station
kindly affered to make up a pmse for the
unfortanate woman, and send her back to |
ber parents, but shea declived the offer,
sayiag she was ashamed to mee: them, and |
did not wish them to know of her where-
abours, She was in feeble healih, and
feaving that she might become a burden on
strangers, she went to Delli and entered |
the poor house,

Luey Anu Slater was still an inmate of
the almhouse, and a singular attachment
sprang uap between her and the newcomer,
Mi=. Wilson, probably owing to the sim-
Hlarity of the eauses whicl had forced them
to become punpers. The following year
both of them left the county house, and |
vothing was bheard of ecither of them for |
IWo yenrs,
~ In the summer of 1868 a party of fisher-
men diseovered two sirange persins living
in a eave in_ Barrett township, Monme
comnuty, Pa. They were a mau and a wo-
man.  Soon there appeared in one of the
villages a tall, ganot man, carrying a rifle
amd deading a hall grown bear cub by a
string tied about his neck. The man was
Lest headed, and his elithing was torn and
dirty., Aceomupanying him was n woaman
abhout 25 years of age, shalibily diessed,
bot giving evidenes of more intelligence |
than the man, who exlled himself 1he Rev.
Joseph Lobdell, and said that the woman
was his wifr.  As they walked about the
man  delivered noisy  and  mesningless
“sermons,”” declaring that be was a prophe:
of the new dispessation, and that the bear
Lad been sent him by the Lovd to gaard
him in the wildemess.  For two years these
vagrants wandered sboot that portion of
the country, Hving in caves and sabsisting
on roots, berries, and game killed by :he
man. Ar jast they were sirested and
lodged in juil at Stroudsburg, *here they
were kept severni weeks.  Wihile in jail
the discovery was made that they belonsed
o Delaware connty, New Yok, and thither
they were sent. This pretended man and
wife were Lucy Awn Slater and Mis Wil
son, who had been leading this vagabond
life for four years,

In the meantime Mary Ann Slater, the
danghter of Loey Aun, whio had been taken
from the Dellu almshonse in 1830 or 1860,
had foood an excellent home, and had
grown up to be an intelligent and attract-
ive young woman. A youug man named
Stone lived near by with his widowed
mother, whom he sapported. Fls Joved
Mary Ann, and being 2 woithy and prom-
ising youth, the foster father of the girl
S1W N0 resson to u!upusu-ll. mateh between
her and the widow's son,

The widow, however, was so strongly set
agninst the son manyivg the yoong lady
that the whole neighiborhood wondered, A
mamber of yorrg men in the neighborlioond
were jenjous of Stone, and one dark night
they waylaid Mmry Ann. The sntrage
drove her almest jusane, but Stone’s affee-
tion was ondiministed,  1e still pressed
his elnim for ber hand. At length, when
their marriage seemed ecortain Mis. Stome
vevealed n state of affdirs which full; ne-
conmnted for her opposition,  She told her
son that she was not a widow, and that
Henmy Siater was his futher as well as the
father of Mary Ann.

Luey Aon Slacer and Mrs, Wilson again
left the Delhi poorhonse, ausd have ever
sinee been living in cavesand eabins mihe
woods., The former is at times eutirely
deranged. Al last winter they lived in a
eave ten miles from Honesdale, bat they
divide their time between Monroe county
and this. Luoey Ano wandered in*o the
village the other day, and out of mmw1
decency she was arrested.
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