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·MOO.EL .April Ashley 1 who married c1 peer's son after a sex­
change operation 1 is a MAN-and.always has been, a Divorc~ 
Court judge ruled yesterday in the first case of its kind to be 
heard in Britain. 

-an 
- "Mr iustice Ormrod- h imself a doctor~said: "She is not a woman 
fo r the purposes of m arriage. She 1S a· bfological rriare--and 'has~ been 
so since bir th." · 

~~S;~~ - ~pe;ation s m ight 
r elieve the distress of 
m en who thou gh t of 
the mselve s as " females 

bri~eg 
ho 

. imprisoned In m a le 
b odies ." 

B u t th e ope rations d id 
NOT ch a nge · their sex. 
That was fixed a t b irth . 

T he jud ge gran ted M r 
Arthur Corbett, heir to 
fo rmer Ch ief Scout Lord 
Rowallan, a decree of 
null ity a gainst 34-year:old 
M iss Ashley. 

HE claimed tha t she 
was s ti ll ·a man. 
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sex r elations ·with at lea st 
one ma n, using the artifi­
cial cavity.· 

In November, 1960, she 
met Mr Corbe tt. He was 
then 40, living with his 
wife and four children. 
but sexually unhappy and 
abnormal. · 

Mr Corbett said he had 
had sex with a la·rge num­
of women. 

But from a compara­
tively early age he had 
wa nted 'to . dress · up in 
fern a le clothes. 

He h ad said wlth con; 
side rable insigh!: "I didn't 

• 
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April Ashley as o successful . fashio n model ·before marrying peer's 
son Mr Arthur Corbett in_ Gibraltar in Se~tember, 1963. 

~ days suddenly le ft again. -: 

.1m 1ers n ti n "Tha t was the end or 
their re la t ionsh ip," said 
the judge. "They h ad 

'I AM PAYING 
-=DEARLY FOR -·~ been t ogether for no more · 

like wha t I sa w. You want permit ted to handle her than 14 day s." -
the fa ntasy to a •ea r right. breasts or any other pa r t A letter Miss Ashley 

r 

MY SIN_ OF 
It utte rly fa iled to appear -of her body. . . wrote afte r her return to 
right in my eye ,." London show e d that MARRYING YOU' Mr .Corbett a id that In December, 1961, he rea lity · had b roken in 
""" ~ ~""" " ~ ~ •.. d · "' " " bought:'! v~lh~ an§ a n ight- · u pon h e r . · - ~ I 
hl~er 0 · i~~~~1g m:,St1v~sh~Is club0 .cal!e.rfue-·.faca·~~0~d'a ="'sh'e --~-;ot~:- -: .. 1 am pay-
e ssent lly t ra n svestite at Marbella, Spain. He ing dearly for my sin of · 

THIS iS the tragic 
letter that April 
Ashley wrote to 
peer's son Mr 
A rt h u r Corbett 
after they parted. 

and Miss Ashley shared marryin g you." . IP ETTI NG - the villa but did not sleep The judge ·said that two 
together. court medical inspectors 
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B~t soon he develop ed 

the m rest of a man for 
a wo an. He said she' 
looked like and a cted like 
a wom n .· _ 

Hi~ lescription of that 
meetm m a London res­
taurant contained the .key 
to lhe . ~athe tic . story . · 

HE ~\NEW that she h a d 
undergone a sex - cha nae 
opera tidn : · "' 

HE W~S-mesmeri sed by 
_her. 

; HE SAIQ: " This was .so 
much 17\0re than I could 
~ver hope lo be. The real­
ity was far grea te r than 
my fa nt sy ." . · 

But i~ the three yea rs 
bef?re their marriage 
their re11· ti on sh ip w ent 110 
further han ki ssing and 
mild pet ing. · 

Mr c rbett wa s not 

In 1962 Miss Ashley, who had examined Miss 
who wa§ a successful Ashley reported , that 
model, told her story in there was no impediment 
considerable detail in the to sex ual intercourse. 
New~ . of the World. Most But a professor who 
o.f 1t seemed compara-. carried out a chromosome 
tively accurate. lest reported that all the 

After his wife's divorce . cells h~ examined were 

' 

I have thought 
and thought 

and not slept f o r 
days. But for all 
the pain and tor· 
ture on my mind I 
see only one thing 
very, very clear: 

decree became final in ·male. 
Ju ne, 1962, Mr Corbett 
repeatedly pressed Miss 
Ashley to marry him. 

SURGERY That is that I will 
not ever be coming 

The marriage was fixed 
for September 10, 1963 
but Miss Ashley continued 
to vacillate until that very 
morning. ' 

After the ceremony they 
returned t o Ma rbella . 
So m e sexual approach 
was made by Mi Corbett. · 
but Miss Ashley made an 
excuse: · 

She left for· London for 
drama school lessons, r e­
joined Mr . Corbett in 
Marbella and after three 

.. -./ 
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The judge said: "Her back to you. I don't 
outward appearance ·at know what I will 
fi t ·ght inc do, I don't know . rs s1 was conv - how I will live. But 
ingly feminine. But on 1 know 1 won't be 
closer and longer exam- back. 
ination in the witness box The last three 
it · was much less so ·· h 

" The' voice, manner, years have been t e 
gestures and attitude . be- longest, the unhap• 
ca me increasingly remin- piest, the most hor• 
iscent of the accomplished rible of my shor t '28 , years. In those 
female impersonator.' three years I have 

Medical evidence . was known you , , 
that her body looked more So you must un· . 

. like a woman's than a derstand t h a t 
· ma n's as a result of very although I don' t 

skilful surgery. · th bl 
But doctors agreed that put a ll e ame 

h · I al t on you, you do 
t e b10 ogic sex o an seem to have been 
individua! . was. fl.xed, at a terrible jinx on 
the la t est, at 'btrth - me. I am paying . 

Mr Justice Ormrod dearly fo r my sin 
said: " My conclusion is of marrying you • 

. that she is not a woman 
for the purposes af mar- I h o· P e one day 
ria ge, but is a biological you find 
male and nas been so happln·e~s • . 
since birlh."· ··' ,;-; '-' \P..-mi••-cmm::s:m111:1 
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