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The hostility that broke out during the
Christopher Stroet Liberation Day Pa
rade could have been much wornse, As it
was, Ray “Sylvia™ Rivera, the mentally-
daturbed, destructive leader of Streot
Transvestites Action  Revolutionaries
(STAR), which on Sunday, June 24th,
consisted solely of Rivera and one con-
foderate, managed to cause constant
commotion and eventually succeeded in
kaying her hate trip on the annual gath-
oring of love in Washington Square Park,

Rivera forged shoad of the march at
1$nh Street and Seventh Avenue with
her one supporter and thair STAR ban-
ner. When Jean DeVente, the parade’s
grand marshall, told Rivera to get back
in lino, & squabble broke out halting the
parade, Rivera attacked DeVente, tore
the cdothing and bloodied the throats of
o other marshalls who came 10 her
ad

Finally, the polics intervensd, Many
members of the Committes wanted
John Psul Hudson, chairman of CSLD
Committoe, to give the officers the go-
shead to arrest Rivera. Hudson, being in
a politically sensitive situation nd per-
haps fearing that arresting Rivara would
mako Rivera o “martyr” and himself a
willain, ‘asked the officers 10 forego mak-
ing the arrest,

Then Rivera grabbed the glasses of
Walt Doran, a marcher, and throw them
10 the pavement breaking them in front
of the police, Mudson and several other
marshalls. Doran started demanding Ri-
vera be arrested and the police went in
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LAYING HATE TRIP on audience, oppresvion sickmess victim Ray (Syivis) Rivers shricke

hestf-hearted pursult until Hudson con-
vinced Doran not 10 have Rivora selzed,
Doran’s glasses cost $40,

Later, Rivera, wanting—as abways—to
be 2 “STAR."” tried 10 storm the stage,
She was rebuffed but kept trying, geth-
ing some supporters from the crowd
around her, A mini riot was in the proc-
o5 of developing backstage, A few peo-
ple even started throwing punches.

Then Hudson and the others bowed
10 pressure and allowed Rivers on the
stage when he proceeded to harangue
the crowd, calling them “motherfuck-

ers” and atacking them for being mid:
die-class, white and unconcerned about
o the thied workd, transvestite gays
who were thrown in jail for being prosti-
tutes and frequently raped while incar-
cerated,

Rivera reportedly works as a prosti-
tute hirreal! while in drag. Most of those
pay prisoners she spoke of earn thelr liv.
ing in the same manner, fooling male
customers a5 10 their resl sex while hav-
Ing quickie sax for a fow dollars,

Avera believes the gay liberstion
groups should endorse all this and also

be malitant about dermanding “the oper-
ation™ for all those who want 1o change
thair sox,

Rwvera's speoch set off a series of
sovakars, sach taking 1he othors 10 bk,
Jean O'Leary of Lesbian Feminist Liber
ation resd o statement attacking & cou-
ple of female impersonators who she
sid  impersonaed women  for  the
amuserrent of men “for entertainment
and profit.” O Leary was roundly booed
by the crowd, although the impersons-
0rs had received & wery Cool response,

Then Loe Brewster, haad of Queens
Liberation Front, attacked O"Leary and
the lesbians a3 & bunch of uptight
“bitches.” This sent the militant lesbi-
s in & frenzy,

But it was all still only the tip of 1he
iosberg. The fight had beon brewing for
months, even years, Rumors before the
parade had i1 that the radical lesbians
were going to pelt any drag queens with
g8,

In turn, Lee Browster said thot if
they did so, he was going %0 go 10 the
Human Rights Commission and chal
lengo the legality of the Lesbian-Femi-
nist Liberation Front having “‘women
only” socials and activities at the GAA
Firehouse,

Things never got that bad but
“fringe™ groups end & mental cass man-
aged 10 dampen a lot of spirits and ro-
mind those present that there is a lot of
sickness and much too much hate with-
in New York's small gay community,




