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New Howard Theater the Scene of g

Moet Brilliant Array of Noted Stage
Polk, Educators and Leading Chtl«
zens, Who Plan to Erect Monumen§
to the Lato George Walker,

By OLIVER RANDOLPH.

Washington.—Strange as it
sound, yet it is true that ome of the
most stubborn obstacles that the Negro
in music and drama has had to ovems
come was a strongly intrenched preju-
dice agninst Negro professional stage
people that dominated the cultured and
refined members of his own race. But
the Negro artists in music and drama
bhave now at last the “heart and hand”
of the better class of their own people
A most striking {llustration of this
fact was demonstrated recently when
the Hackley-Coleridge-Taylor-Dumas-
Aldridge-Walker-Cole Dramatic club
of this city presented for two nights
at the new Howard theater a most re-
markable and historic musical and dra-
matic entertainment which was par
ticipated in by some of the most cele
brated colored artists.

The entertainment, which drew
crowded houses both nights, was called
“the George Walker memortal,” and
the proceeds are to be applied to a
fund to erect a sultable monument to

the late George Walker, “america’s
greatest straight comedian and most
necentul ploneer of the Negro profes-
On the stage as participators
w-'o the leadlug colored professional
artists in music and drama as well as
‘ leaders in education, in the professions
'and in other high walks of life. There
was Alda Overton Walker, the fore-
' most colored woman on the American
stage today. There was Mrs. Mary
Ohmb Terrell, uoted lecturer and ed-
nentor. schooled in the best universi-
,ﬂel of America and Europe, and J.
| Rosamond Johnson, celebrated musical
Iw':mm)o-er. partner in the well known
' Cole and Johnson team.
r Mrs. A. M. Curtis, famed as the head
‘directress of the exhibit at the James-
’town exposition, wife of Dr. A. M.
Clll'dl. the noted surgeon, who is presi-
dcnt of the National Medical associa-
tion; Mrs. Robert H. Pelham, former
director of music in Howard univer-
sity, the wife of Robert H. Pelham,
newspaper man and census official}
Tutt and Whitney, clever comedians,
who have starred together and won
national fame; Clarence Cameron
White, famous concert violinist, who
has studied the “king of instruments”
under masters in this country and
abroad; Andrew Tribble, known far
and wide as the Negro Julian Bttinge;
Troy, the sweet tenor; Guy, who gives
promise of being a tragedian, and
many others. .

Never before had such a brilllant ar
ray of professional amateur and non-
professional talent been presented to
an audience at the nation’s capital.
And the chief credit gees to young R.
G. Doggett, a junior college student
in Howard university. He is president
of the club, under whose auspices the
memorial was got up. It was his mind
that concelved the mammoth project

The program was indeed unique and
intensely interesting. The progress of
the Negro on the stage was emphasized
ot only in the remarks of the speak-
ers, but by the splendid performances
of the professtonal and amateur art-
fsts. The program in detall was as
follows:

Remarks by the president of the club,
R. G. Doggett; Introduction of Mrs. Ter-
by Mrs. Robert Pelham; “George
IM the Man,” Mrs. Mary Chureh

hrt 2.-One act playlet by R. G. Doc-
gott, Alda O. Walker, Mrs. A. M. Curtis
and Mrs. Robert Pelham, ‘“Evolution of
Muste;” cast: Hostess, Mrs A M
Curtis, president of the Johnson Study
club, Mrs. Robert Pelham Rutler, W
Tedringion; guests Mosdunes Alfred
Lewls, Charles West. Clharies Picket, 8a
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dh Holly. Mary Church lerrell, Misses

Incidental musical features:

- ** Clarence Cameron
te; reading, "“O Black and Unkuown

audl" Mrs. Robert Pelham; “Sometimes

Feel Like a Motherless Child,” Jeter

‘Iﬂn‘ trio; plantation melodies, “Massa

In De Cold Ground” and “Carry Me Eack

to Old Virginia,” R. G. Doggett; folk songs

“Let Us Cheer the Weary Traveler,” Miss

Pdna T. Gordon; “Bonbon Buddy,” Mas-

ter Merrill Curtis; J. Rosamond Johmson,

iano solos and voeal solos; “That's Why
Call Me Shine,” Master

Guy;

Edna

.

Barrington
m Lovers,” Miss

Part 3.—Dramatio reading, “Fra Gilaca-
mo,” Nathaniel Guy; singing and danol 3
specialty, Misses Thompson and Gee; ten- -

relude to
rdon.
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or solo, Henry Troy; imitations of Alb
Overton Walker, little Alda Overton
Walker Vaugn; specialty, SBalem Whitney
and Homer Tutt; specialty, Andrew Trib-
ble; specialty, Alda Overton Walker, as-
sisted by local belles and beaus. The
Lyric orchestra was conducted for this
special oocasion by Mr. James Reese
Europe, president and conductor of the
tamous Symphony orchestra of New York
city.

With the funds they have already
secured and with the funds that will
come through the contribution of those
interested this club not only. proposes
to erect a monument to the late come-
dian, but also to have two paintings
of Walker made by a noted colored
artist in Paris—one of the paintings
to be of Walker in street dress, which
will be hung in the new Carnegle li-
brary at Howard university; the other
to be of Walker in his celebrated pose
as “Bonbon Buddy, the Chocolate
Drop,” which will be presented to the
Frogs’ club, the famous meeting place
of colored professional stage pgople in
New York city.

Beginning of the Negro on the Stage.

What may be termed the remnals
sance of the Negro stage began with
the phenomenal success of Willlams
and Walker in the production of “In
Dahomey” about eight years ago.
Since that remarkable company made
decided “hits” playing to the aristocra-
cy of this country and the king and
queen and the royalty in general of
England the Negro on the American
stage has made great progress. “Iv
Dahomey,” “Abyssinia” and ‘“Bandan
na Land” the great plays of the great
Willlams-Walker company are but
milestones that mark the progress of
the black artists.

Young Negroes of a high degree of
Intelligence; some of college training,
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have given serlous thought and -tuly,
to the stage, thereby producing nnt.
class performers as well as creditable
dramatic writers. In music the pro-
fessional Negro has also brought a
large measure of intelligence and in-
dustry to his work. The leading pro-
fesslonal Negro musiclans have studied |
under celebrated masters, some of
them having finished their musical edu- |
cation abroad under the direction of
the old world masters.

Anniversary of Westminster Lodge.

The twenty-seventh anniversary cel-
ebration of Westminster lodge, No.
2408, Grand United Order of Odd INI-!
lows, in Providence, R. L., on Thursday
evening, June 22, was in every respect
splendidly carried out. District Grand
Master Willam H. James of Massa-
chusetts was given a grand reception.
District Grand Master Townsend D.
Solomon was guest of honor.




