
OUR GIRL 
·ay JEFF EDWARDS and POLLY HEPBURN 

A MOTHER of three has walked out on her husband 
to live with a girl who was their lodger. 

N unusual semi ~ 
dozen women, who ~ere 

once men, gathered in Syd­
ney recently for Australia's 
first public seminar on trans­
sexuals. Roberta Perkins, who 
was born male, estimated that 
2000 trans·sexuals live in Aus­
tralian , 200 of whom have 
had sex change operations. 
This represents one of e 
highest levels per· capita e 
world, "she" said. So 
plJts ~ dampener on the m 
tbt all Australian men are 
ihe macho type. 

Middle.,aged Dianne Chapman has fallen for 21-ye~r-old 
Jackie Adnams, who insists on being called Ian followmg a JILTED JOHN : "Kicked out 

sex-change operation. 
The affair has rocked 

their village of Finchamp­
stead, ,Berkshire, and 
husband John says : " I 
don't know whether to 
lau~h or cry, it's so way 
out. 

"You nevex expect 
your wife to run off with 
someone like that, do 
YoU?" 
, Mr Chapman, a 45-
year - old bus driver, 
found out about Dianne 
when, he says, he caught . 
her in bed with Jackie. 
He added: 

' Lm~~n~ th!as f:~~; 
om, but I wasn't sure 

~M~ 
The last' thing a man 

thinks f_f is his wife hav­
·ni:i an af'fad"r Mth another 
woman. 

FURIOUS 
But one evenin.g I went 

to my sports club for a 
drink with some friends 
and got back ea'l"lier than 
usual. . 

I went upstaus to our 
lledroom a•nd / found . the 
door wars Locked. I realised 
Dianne had someone m 
there. h d I was furiO'lls , aind bas· e 
it open I couldn't believe 
my eyes. She wa15 in bed 
with Jacldie. 

I just reeled back down 
th-e stairs and sat there 
thrwgh the night coo1n­
~. 

:rhen Jackie came down 
at ft nothinl! had hap-
.,,..__....:.l . -ft.d. walk~d 011t_ I 
reaHJe I should have do!!e 

any real m~n wooJd 

JACKIE: "Laughing stock" 

have and grabbed her by 
the net:k. 

Looking back, I can s'ee 
ho w 1t d eveloped. Son'\e 

nlgbts Dl.~.nM would StaY 
late at the youth club with 
Jackie. 

Now I know what the.Y 
were really uo to . But if 
that wasn't bad ~nough, 
Jackie then moved m. 

1 was kicked out of my 
own bed room and had to 
sleep in a spare bed. 
Neither of them would 
even speak to me. I begged 
Dianne to come to -
her senses, to stop ~ 
this stupid affair. 

Later Dianne and Jackie 
moved out and now live .in 
a caravan at Three Mile 
Cross. near Reading. 

But the couple are plan­
ning to move into a bun­
galow near Mr Chapman's 
home and open ii pQ~; 
omce. 

. He said : " I certainly 
don't want them to start 
that. post office. That ... -vould 
really be rubbing my nose 
ln lt. 

" It would be bad enough 

if Dianne had run off with 
another man, but she ran 
off with another woman-:­
at least that's what Jackie 
was at the time. 

"Now ' she's hid an 
operation. and is calling 
herself lan. I don't know 
what she is. 

"As far as I'm concerned 
she's an · it' wh-0 has 
twisted my wife's mind. 

" She has some strange 
hold over her. If that could 
be broken I'm sure Dianne 
would see sense and come 
home. 

"That Jackie was a 
laughing stock in the vil-
lage, She never wor~ 
women's clothes and her 
hair was cut short like a 
man's. 

" All the men would 
nudge each other when 
she went past and say 
things like. ·Well what is 
it then?'" 

~II- Chaomar., father o: 
hteJia, 19. St<?phe~. !7. and 
e•i;ht-vear-?ld Dh1ll1p. ~n­
no plans fvr a d1v.orce 
after 19 years of marriage. 

PYJAMAS 
He said: " The ball is in 

her court. If she wants to 
come back, then I'll t~~e 
her with O'J?,en arms but 1t s 
up to her. 

_Jackie's father said ~t 
the garage be TUl!G In 
Finchampstead: " I admit 
u1.y dt:tu.sn~cr 1~ nuw .u.ay 
son and a much better 
person for it. 

Litt e boy with 
Nigel Hawkes's article on 

tihe • conditioning' of young 
children tQ play 5ex roles 

(Sunday Plus, last week) in-
terested me. 

Last year I asked my four 
year-old sop. what he would 
like for Christmas. He re­
plied unhesitatingly 'A doll's 
pra1!1 , and a boy doll to go 
m lt. Further questioning 
would not shake him. 

I sought a second-band 
pram among families I knew. 
The reaction among the 
males ranged from outright 
disapproval to unbelieving 
hilarity. 

'You can't possibly gl.ve a 
boy a pram,' or' You'll make 
him a Jaughing stock• or 
'That's one sure way to tum 
him into a ~aging poofter! 

In nhe end I bought a new 
pram in a shop where a navy 
version was pressed~ on me 
as being ' more discreet for 
a boy.' 

The doll was more diffi­
cult. 

Cheap dolls are 
sally female : curly loc 
rosebup lips, dewy ch 
etc. the end I bou ht ne 

thought 

which had ma•ny clothes an 
was less obviously girly tha 
most. 

I ~~(f ~tl~ ~M~~M 1 
~lond curls and told my so 
its name was George. 
~he pram and George wen 

an instant success, and GeorgE 
was tenderly dressed un 
dressed, put in and out ~f hi 
pram, scolded and cuddled. 

Then, alas, we were sud 
denly informed that the pram 
could only be used indoors. 
George could not go outside 
Why ? ·'All the children in 
the street laugh at me be­
cause they say prams are 
girls' toys.' 

In general, I wonder 
ma.ny boys are bought 
How many girls are 
guns? 

~1. 

hoy! 
reveals i 
saucy secret 

MUM Norma Addison got 
quite a shock when she 
was mending her daugh-

_,, .... mM 11et aaaE11-
rn~·(1 s~r~i was.I!~ -a -~little 
somethinj;? extra tha t 
didn't be.long to a lady ! 

M: g~ -t:·~~'::.~~? !~:.~isl~~-!~ 
bits. ~ 

"It was such an innocenc-
Iooking dolly. I j ~ s t 
didn't expect anything 
like that. Somebody a bit 
prudish could f;(et angry 
i.boUt it." 
M~ Addison, of Ingle­

bol'Qugh Way Leyla.rui 
~cs, said her f r­
~e.tr-old daughter C 
tiae. thinks the sex- _ p 
doll is a great joke. 


