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A QUEZR WOMAN. :

FOR THINRTY YEARS DISGUISED AS A MAN—
SHE PERFORMS TIE MOST BERAVE AND |
DASHING ACTS AS A STAGE-DRIVER.

The Providence Press, with the in-
quiry, “Can any of our readers sapply |
tiie missing link as to her identity " re- |
prints this story, told by a Watonville
(Cal.) correspondent of the San Fraoeis-
¢o Call: *There is bardly acity or

. hamlet of the Pacifie coast that includes

-

among its citizens a few of the gold- |
hunters of the emly days, where at least |
one person cannot be found who will |
remember Charley Parkburst. For in |
the early days the gold hunters were, '
by rapidly suceceding gold discoveries,
drawn back to San Francisco as a head-
quarters, aud again distributed from it
to the wost recently found diggings, |

| in those same early days Charley Park- |

| end of the driver's seat when the fear-

| ceding eoaching. It was when the or-

harst was a stage-driver on the more |
important routes lading out from the
city.  Ae was in Lis day
ONE OF TIE MOST DEXTEROUS

and celebrated of the fumeuns California
drivers, ranking with Fess, Hank, Mook |
and George Govden, and it was an hour |
to be striven for to cccupy the spare

tess Charley Parkhurst held the reins of
a four or six-in-hand.  Califoruia coach-
ing had, avd has even yet, oue exciting

adjotant that was wanting in all pre-

gavized bands of highwaymen waylaid

he coaches, leaped to theleaders’ heads
1

| and over leveled shot guns, issned the

avim command made so often that it

| has ervstalized into the felonions for-
| mula of “throw down the box.” Drivers

of 4 }.!l!vgm'::fr_‘ temperament became
accustomed to these interruptions, ex-
pertly reckoned up the killing capacity
of the gon-tarrels leveled at them, ae
L""Illu.'li the inevitable, threw down the
treasure box and drove on.  Charley
Purkhurst was
G STRUNG,
and this was one regaivement of tho
driver of the early days Le never could
master,  Iie drove for awhile between
Stockton and Mariposa, and was once
stopped, and had Lo cut away the treas-
are-box to get Lis eoach and passenz-
ers clear.  Dut he did it even nnder the
“drop” of the rolibers’ five.arms, with
an ill grace, and he told the highway-
men that he would “bresk eaven with
them.” Ile wits as zood as his word,
for being subsequently stopped on a
return trip from Mariposato Stockton,
he watched his opportunity, and con-
temporancously turped his wild mus-
tunus and his wicked revolver loose,
and bronzht every thing through safe.
That his shootivg was to the mark was
subscquently ascertained by the confs.
sion of “Sugarioot,” a notorions Ligh-
wayman, who mortally wonnded, round
hi.-i.\r.'i)' to a minet's cabin in the hills,
and in articido mortis lold how he had
been shot by Chatley Parkharst, the
famons driver, in a desperale attempt,
with others, to stop the stagre.
CHARLEY PARKHURST

also afterward drove on the great stage
route from Oakland Lo San Juse, and
later and for a long time, he was “the
boss of the road” between San Joan and
Santa Cruoz, when San Fraoeiseo was
reached by way of San Juan. Bat Park-
hurst was of buth an energetic and thrif-
ty nature,and when rapid improvements
in the means of locomotion I‘t]v:_':xl.:h] |
coaches turther ont toward the (rontiers,
and msde the driving of them less profi-
table, it was not  sufficient for Lion that
hie was acknowledged as one ot three or
four crack whips of the coust. Ileres-
olutely abandoned driving and went to
furming,  For fifteen years he proseci
ted this calling, varying it in the winter
time Ly working iun the woods, where
he was known as one of the most skill-
ful and powerful of choppers and lum-
bermen,and were his services were very
highest wages.  Although, iv his stage-
coaching duys, he was

1AL FELLOW WELL MET
with migratory miners, and during the
snceeeding  years of his life as furmer
and lumberman he was  social and gen-
erons with his fullows, yet never in
tewperate, immoral or reckless, and the
sure result was  that Lis years of labor
had been rewarded with  a competency
of several thousands of dollars. For
several years post hie had been go severe-
! wilh rhenmatism as not only
to be unable to duv physical labor, bus
the malady had even resulted in partial
Deiveline and distortion of some of his
limbs. e was also attacked by a ean-
cer on his tongue, As the cowmbined
disenses heeame more aggressive the ge-
nisl Charley Parkburst became not mo-
rose, but less and legs communicative,
till of late be has conversed wiili no one
except on the ordivary topicsof the day.
Last Sunday, in a little cabin on the
Moss Rancheabout six miles from Wat-
sonville, Charley Parkharst, the famous
coachiman, the fearless fighter,the indus-
trious tarmer, and expert woodman.

DIED
of the cancer on his tongue. lle knew
that death was approaching, but be did
not relix the reticence of his later years
other than to express a few wishesus 1o
cerlain things to be done at his death.
Then, when the hundsof the kind friends
who had ministered to lus dying wants
came to Jay out the dead body of the
adveuturous Argonaut, a discovery was
made that was literally astounding.
Charley Parkhurst was a woman, The
discoveries of the successiul concealment
tor protracted periods of the female sex
under the disguise of the masculine are
not unfrequent, but the case of Charley
ParkBurst may fairly claim to rank as
by all odds the most astopishivg of them
ail. Thut a young woman should ae-
same the daogers of the voyage of 1846
to the then almost mythical California
—dangers over which bardly pioneers
still grow boastful—hasin it
SUFFICENT OF THE WONDERFUL.

That she should achieve distinction in
an occupstion above all professions
calling for the best physical qualities of
uerve, eoulness and endurance, and that
she should add to them the almost ro-
wantic personal bravery that enables
one to fight one's way throngh the am-
bush of an evemy, secems almost fabu- |
loas, sud that for thirty years she should |
be in constant aud intimate associstion
with men aod women, aud-toat her wrue |

sex shonld pever have been saspected,
aad that she should ﬁm}pkm L



' ly down to Ler death, without disclos-
ing by word or deed who she was, or-
why she had assumed man's dress and
responsibilities, are things that a reader
might be justified in doubtieg, if the
proof of their exact truth was oot abun-
dant and conclusive. On the greut regis.
ter of Banta Cruz county, for the ycar
1567, appears this entry: “Parkhurst,
Charles Durkee. 55 New Hampshire,
| farmer, Soquel,” where le then lived.
It is said by several who Kuew her in.
timately, that she came from Providence,
‘ROET
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