CROBB=TAL

THE TRANSGENDERED COMMUNITY'S NEWSLETTER

JUNE 1991
(ISSUE #25)

POST OFFICE TAKES RCTIGN AGAINST PHILIP SALEM RFFILIATE

(Van Nuys, CA) -- Postmaster Villiam Jackson, acting on a
complaint by “Cross-Talk", has issued a formal Prohibitory
Order against Real Swingers Connections of Las Vegas,
publishers of "TV Guy" magazine.

As previously reported in "Cross-Talk" (November 1990 and
January 1991), the nagazine in question is the latest home
for "Dr. Philip Salem", who is notorious far deceiving
unsuspecting members of the gender community. Salem has on
numerous occasions == including a column in *TV Guy” --
claimed to be a psycholo%xst trained in gender issues, '
although he is not 2 doctor. His ads in "TV Guy” feature his
'Ngrth American Transvestite/Transsexual Contact Service”
address. He has also published photographs of several people
without their gernxssxon, including
Quarterly” publisher Danielle Moran.

In the Prohibitory Order dated Aﬁrxl 19, 1991, Real
Svingers Connections was advised that their mailing was
considered to be "a pandering advertisement offerlng for
sale erotically arousing or sexually provocative mafter”,
and ordered them to cease all mailings to "Cross-Talk"s post
office box. Continued mailings in the face of this order
violate Title 39, U.S. Code, Section 3008.

Real Swingers Connections vas also ordered to remove
"Cross-Talk™ from its mailing lists and to cease the sale,
rental, exchange, or other transaction involving anx,lxsts
bearing it. [Kynberleigh Richardsl

Crossdressers

RENATSSANCE BOARD REVOKES
READING CHAPTER CHARTER

(Philadelghia PA) -- At its Jaquarx weeting, the national
board of the Renaissance Education ssociation voted
unanimously to revoke the charter of its chapter in Reading,
PA. The board also voted to take steps to ensure that
members who had paid dues to the Reading chapter receive the
full value of their nenbershig.

The group in Reading had not met far several months, and

the b nade numerous unsuccessful attempts to contact
Susan:-, the leader of the chapter, to determine the
statu group. The vote to disband the chapter came

after those numerous attempts went unanswered.
"Although we are disappointed that the Reading chapter had
to be disbanded, we acted so that the former members
continue in a state of limbo,* said Paula Jordan
-, national panagmg director of Renaissance. *The
0 disestablish the chapter also contained our gledge
to continue to provide the service those members paid for.
They will continue to receive the ‘Renaissance News' and the

(CONTINUED, PG. 3)

"UAR BETUEEN THE RLPHRS™ ENDS
UITH CHANGE OF LERDERSHIP

(Los Angeles) -- Recent developments have all but ended the
dxsgute between the two Tri-Ess chapters serving the
Southern California region. o

Tri-Ess national board member K¥nberlexgh Richards has
agreed to assume the presidency of Alpha chapter, allowing
Tri-Ess founder Virginia Prince to move into a
non-leadership rolein that chapter. Prince had been the
onl reuaxnxn? officer in Alpha after the bulk of its
Rem ershie opied to form the new chapter in August.

In light of Richards' actions, the new chatter voted at
its March 2 meeting to change its name from Lambda Alpha to
Signa Chi. The question of confusing names had created the
impression that there were two "Alpha" chapters, and had
been a major point of disagreeaent between the two factions.
~In announcing the leadership change in Alpha, Richards
indicated a need for the dispute to be settled by a
consensus of the Tri-Ess members in the region, and hoped
that her “taking the reins® would alleviate the personal
differences between the Sigma Chi membership and Prince that
had caused the sgélt.

Responding to her call for unitn, the Sigma Chi membership
voted to change their meeting night, effective in May, so as
not to conflict with Alpha meetings. ,

Prince, citing the fact that Alpha was the first TV group
in the country, as well as the flagship chapter of Tri-Ess,
applauded the diplomatic efforts on the part of all those
involved. She further expressed her hope that the combined
wembership of both cha?tgrs would now be able to create a
stronger presence for Tri-Ess in the regxon. Richards added
that Sigma Chi's recent actions would allow for each member
to individually decide which chapter or chapters to support.

Acting Sigma Chi president Janyne Cresap said sh
happy to *have this all behind us®. [ hristine-]

THIS ISSUE OF "CROSS-TALK" (#25) IS THE CORRECT
ISSUE TO FOLLOW THE FEBRUARY 1991 ISSUE (#24).

ALL SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRATION DATES AND ADVERTISING
CONTRACTS HAVE BEEN EXTENDED BY 3 MONTHS TO ADJUST
FOR THE LACK OF A MARCH, APRIL OR MAY ISSUE.

SUBSCRIBERS WHOSE LABEL IS MARKED WITH A & wWiLL
FIND THE "YELLOW PAGES" IN THIS MAILING.




TRANSSEXURL UINS LAUSUIT
RGAINST BOEING

(Seattle, WA) -- A male-to-female transsexual has won a

ruling in Superior Court here that gender dysphoria in a

disability re?uxri g accormodation by employers. The TS,
Jane Doe”, was fired bK Boeing from her

identified on { as :
job as a computer software engineer when she wore a string
to pink beads to work.

Doe began the sex-change grocess vith hornone treatments
in the sprxng of 1984. She testified that her supervisor at
Boeing had shown "understandlng' when she informed hin of
her condition in 1985, and that her co-workers had also
accepted and supported her. The company gave her a new
identification badge bearxngnthe new nase she had legally
adopted, and the U'S. Deparfment of Defense renewed her
security clearance. By this time, Doe had worked at Boeing
for seven years, receiving numerous certificates for “her
personal initiative, ingenuity, dependability, professional
ability and dedication®.

When Doe began the pre-operative phase of her sexual
transition, her physician instructed her to live as a female
for one Year, Although she was not specifically told to wear
female clothing, she felt "it would have been impossible for
ne to meet minimum medical standards if [ did not dress as a
female while I was at work”.

Doe notified her supervisor and co-vorkers in_advance of
changing her attire and explained the reasons. The
supervisor testified that in resgonse to the news Boeing
imposed certain restrictions on her, mainly "no skirts or
dresses” and no using the women's restrooms. He said that no
disruption or complaints from co-workers resulted, although
others testified that some employees were uncomfortable with
Doe's transformation, _ o

Doe complied with the restroom ban at first, driving a
half-nile to a public restroom when necessary. But as her
eaployer's and co-workers' acceptance of her situation
appeared to solidify, she would use the women's room "in
emergencies”. Her supervisor testified that he did not
notice which restroom she wvas using, but a male employee
conglaxned vhen he sav Doe leavin fhg vomen's room last
September. Boelng. which has no official dress code for its
eng;neers, then told Doe she could no longer wear feminine
atfire but told her supervisor to base his judgment of the
appropriateness of her dress on her total appearance, not on
any particular item of apearel. Boein? reiterated the
vomen's restroom ban and told Doe that the various
restrictions imposed on her would be lifted only after the
sex-change surgery.

Fifteen Boexna vorkers sent a letter to management
declaring that Doe's dismissal would be "an unfortunate and
inappropriate action”. They stated further that her thanges
in lifestyle and appearance were "her personal attempts fo
cope vith an uncommon, but genuine, inner conflict,
something the rest of us have not had to face', and that
*whether ue‘1nd1v1duallr approve of these changes is
irrelevant in the workplace. Her professional conduct and
competence have not changed ... (we) believe that those who
disagree misunderstand the situation and would change their
opinions if they knew (her) as we do." Nonetheless,
panagement fired Doe. _

The American Civil Liberties Union sued for Doe's
reinstatement, claiming that her condition constituted a
disability under Washington's anti-discrimination law, and
that Boeing had violated the requirement that employers
reasonably accommodate the sensorzé mental or ghysxcal
linitations of engloyees unless t { can shov that such
accommodation wou the conduct of
business.

In his ruling, Judge Frederick Rasmussen stated that the
case -- the first of its kind in the state of Vashington --
vas "about a unique human condition and a case about human
dlgnttz and the need to be reseectful of that". However,
vhile holding that Doe's condition is a disabilitz under
Vashington law, the judge also ruled that Boexn? as
reasonably acconmodated Doe. “ACLYV News")
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"QUANTUM LEAP™ ACTOR NAMED
MAN & UOMAN OF THE VEHR

(Beverly Hills, CA) -- Actor Scott Bakula, who has played
both men and women on the *Quantua Leap” television series,
vas named international man/woman of the year in
broadcasting by the Hollywood Radio and Television Society
Bakula picked up the honor at the group’'s annual
International Broadcasting Awards dinmer March 21 at the
Beverly Hilton. Among the female characters he has played in
the creative NBC series are: a secretary, a sother, a beauty
contestant and an unved pregnant teenager. ["Times"]

GENDER RLTERNATIVES LERGUE
OFFERS SUPPORT TO CONGRESSMEW

(Napa, CA) -- The Gender Alternatives League (GAL) has urged
President Bush to honor a request bx.lo aembers of Congress
who have asked him to sign an executive order rescinding the
?1litary's policy of banning gays from serving in the armed
orces.

While applauding the actions of Rep. Gerry Studds (D-MA),
an oggn Congressman, GAL's National Executive Director
Cynthia sald in her letter to the President that such
a revers 1d be discriminatory and objectionable to
other minorities who serve in the military although their
lifestyles are also banned. Howard pointed out that at least
3% of all military personnel are transgendered, and that at
least 90% of those are heterosexual.

In calling for a similar action b{ the President, Howard
has asked ?ender community organizations to begin a
letter-wriling campaign in support of lifting the ban in the
nilitary against transsexuals and crossdressers.

Among those si?qxng the request for Bush to eliminate the
1943 Pentaﬁon po 1c‘ vere Los Angeles Democrat Henry Vaxman
and Pat Schroeder (0-C0), a ranking member of the Armed
Services Committee. {Kyaberleigh Richards]

WOMANSPIRIT

consulting

Compassionate down-to-eath
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* women'’s health care

* stress and pain management
« personal empowerment

* sexual enhancement

by appointment: 8183484788
P.0. Box 25978, Los Angeles, CA 90025
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TRANSSEXUAL INMATE SETTLES
LAUSUTT UITH NEU YORK STATE

(Albany, NY) -- New York State has a?reed to pa{ a
transgendered inmate $25,000 to settle a lawsuit that
charged she was harassed and sexual assaulted by guards in
the men's prison where she was incarcerated. In addition,

she has been transferred to 's grison.

A repeat offender, Jackie -, 35, has been in and out
of several New York prisons. ing to a corrections
department spokesman, some of those sentences were served in
men's prisons and at least one was served in a women's

rison -- Bedford Hills, near New York City. Spokesman Jia
lateau said that the assx?nnents to different ?ender
grisons cawe because Farrell's arrest reports, furnished by
he New York City police, sometimes listed her as a man and

sometimes as a woman. She claims to have had a sex change
vhen she ¢ ars old.

In 1985._ vas sentenced to three and a half to
seven {ear son for robbery, her most recent offense.
At that time, corrections de officials sought an
independent deternination.of_',s gender, and had her
examined by a panel of unive dical and psychological
grofes51onals. Although she presents the appearance of a

emale, Flateau said, the experts determined that Farrell
vas nost suited for a male prison. She was incarc

the Clinton Correctional Facility. That was vhere

charged guards molested and harassed her and forced her to
have 'sex with thea. This formed the basis for her

Flateau said that transgendered inmates such as -
who have medical authorization can receive female H
at state expense. He also said that if officials determine
@rans?endered inmates are "victim-prone®, they can be placed
in voluntary or involuntary segregation to protect them from
other inmates.

["Renaissance News"l

IF YOU SEE AN ARTICLE IN A NEWSPAPER OR
MAGAZINE ABOUT TRANSGENDERED BEHAVIOR OR
FEATURING A MEMBER OF THE GENDER COMMUNITY,
PLEASE SEND IT IN!
“"CROSS-TALK"

P.0. BOX 944
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91365

TS FOUND MURDERED AT PHILLY
CONSTRUCTION SITE

(Philadelphia, PA) -- Three days before Christmas, the body
of a 26-year-old male-to-female transsexual vas discovered
in Center City Philadelphia. She had been stabbed several
times in the chest and stomach.

A security quard working for Thomas Jefferson University
Hospital discovered the body of Anna Francisco on the
norning of December 22 on a hospital construction site near
11th and Valnut Streets. ) ‘

Police say that Francisco was killed at or near the site.
They had no motive for the brutal murder nor suspects.

_ According to her friend Joanna Sylvester, Francisco worked
in the home health tare field and was studying to become a

nurse. She had Rlanned to undergo sex reassigneent sur?ery
vithin six months, Sylvester said. She lived with her family
in the Feltonville section of Phlladelghxa. '

"She vas a sweetheart -- gentle,” Sylvester said. "She
never hurt anyone. Her only mistake was being a
pre-operative transsexual. Why was she murdered? [ am sure
1t vas a crine of hate because of her true gender.®

A $1,500 reward has been of fered for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of those reseonsxble for
Francisco's murder. ["Renaissance News"]

RENAISSANCE CHAPTER ...

national board has officiallr asked the chapters in South
Jerse{, Lower Susquehanna Valley and Greater Philadelphia to
“adopt’ the former Reaqing sembers for the unexpired portion
of their gald nembersh E,

The South Jersey chapter has agreed to -‘s request ;
the other chapters have yet to act as of WS ting.
~ One of the problemns associated vith the disestablishment
is that there are no qelbershlﬁ
had paid dues to Reading and w
likely to occur again thanks to four-part seabership
form used b{ all the chapters, said. But the lack
of information about former Re bers makes it
difficult to provide services to them. She asked Reading
nembers to send whatever information they have about their
dues angent to the national office, and promised that every
effort will be made to treat those members fairly.

The board estinated that the Reading chagter_nulbered
about a dozen members. ["Renaissance News"l
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Malayna and Melisa present
"On The Scene Nite"
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12449 VENTURA BLVD,STUDIO CITY, CAUF,

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS: 9:00 € 11:00

FEMALE IMDERSONATION SHOW

Call for Reservations

THURSDAY € SUNDAY: 9:30 (818) 506-5619

WEDNESDAY,
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TRANSSEXURL ACTIVIST DIES
0F RIDS

(San Francisco) == Louis Graydon Sullivan, an author and
female~to-male transsexual, died March 2 at his home here
from the complications of A0S, He vas 39.

Sullivan gained videsgreaq notice last year for his book
"From Female to Male: The Life of Jack Bee Garland”, the
story of a turn-of-the-century female crossdresser vho
worked as a woman journalist 1n Stockton and San francisco
and later served as a male in the Spanish-American Var.

He vas the founder and director of FTM, the first and anly
international support group for female-to-male transsexuals.
Researchers have estimated that about ane in 50,000 females

is a transsexual, compared with about ane in 20,000 men who

nade the switch.

Sullivan vas a reqular speaker at the Institute for the
Advanced Study of Human Sexuality in San Francisco and a
frequent contributor to the national gay publication *The
Advocate”. He vas active in the San Francisco 6ay Historical
Society and vas also closely involved with ETVC, a 400-plus
nember transsexual and transvestite support group in San
Francisco. _ _

Sullivan is survived by his grandmother, mother, a _
brother, two sisters, and six nieces and nephews. A semorial
service was held March 15 at the Neptune Societ¥ .
Columbarium. Interment vas private, *Chronicle”]

[.F.6.E. UINS RAUSTRALIAN
"FREEDOM” RURRD

(Altona, Victoria, Australia) -- The International
Foundation for Gender Education has received the Elaine
Barrie Project's “Freedom Award® and certificate of
ap?recxatxon. , ) o

n a letter received November 20, Elaine Barrie inforsed
IFGE of their selection as recipient of the annual award for
1990. The presentation was made in absentia at EBP's annual
avards presentation night October 27.

In the letter, Elaine Barrie cited IFGE's "most
commendable efforts on behalf of all transpersons wherever
they aay be". [IFGE "Update”]

MAN UERRING DRESS FOUND SHOT
IN HDLLYUOOD

(Hollywood, CA) == A man vearing a dress vas found shot to
death on a street near Paramount Studios and detectives
believe he was killed elsewhere and then dumped in the
roadvay, authorities said.
The victim vas found on the pavement in the 400 block of
North Windsor Bouleyard about :3051 February 18, Detective
Ernie Basset said. The man, about 30, was dead at the scene
from multiple gunshot wounds, Basset said.
_ The victin carried no xdenllfxcatlon, He was later
identified through flngerprxpts. but his name vas vithheld
until relatives could be notified. ["Times"]

NEWS BRIEFS

"General Hospital”s Tiffany, actress Sharon U{att, vas the
life of the party in a gender-bending way. Attending a party
to celebrate the premiere of the late Andy Warhol's movie
biography, she abandoned her date in order to dance with the
nuserous Vs who were also on the quest list.

At a %arty for the release of 'Teen;ae Hutant Ninja Turtles
[I", there vas one ugl¥ nonent outside the tent when a
Turtle pulled off his foam rubber head to reveal a rather
sweaty woman. But in Holleood. where Lassie can be a boy, a
Ninja Turtle can be a gir

Brigham Young University's board of trustees have updated

the school’'s dress code -~ to the 1960's. Now students can

vear knee-length shorts, male students can wear austaches

(but not beards), and feeale students can wear slacks. But

gsn's ea;rxngs have been given a "no" vote. Maybe in another
years?

University of Illinois law professor Victor Stone has come
up with a gender-free system for referring to a person vhose
gender is “unknown or irrelevant”: For he and she,
substitute "e"; for his and her, "e’s"; for him and her,
‘en’, and for himself and herself, "emself”. The main
drawback is that use of these substitutes make the user
sound a little like Eliza Doolittle ...

UELL-KNOUN TS ENTERTRINER
FOUND MURDERED NERR NIGHTCLUB

(Memphis, TN) == Police have no motive for the November
aurder of a well-known transsexual entertainer. The body of
Michelle Maree was found not far from the Club Tiffany,
where she worked as a vaitress. o
While robbery is a possibility -- he;'gurse vas aissing
when her body was discovered -- some members of the city's
qay ;ouluniag speculate that since she was working in a
straight club, a patron may have gone off on a mufderous
rage when he discovered her true gender.
aree vas 40 xears_old and had lived as a voman for many
{ears. She won the Miss Gay Memphis crown in 1973, and for
the Rast two decades had performed in most of the gqg clubs
in the area and organized many benefits shows. A tribute and
benefit show was held after her death to raise money for
funeral expenses and to purchase a headstone.
["Renaissance News"]

NOU AVATLABLE BY MAIL ORDER!!

ONE OF AMERICA'S MOST RESPECTED
LINES OF SKIN CARE,; HAIR CARE,
AND NUTRITIONAL PRODUCTS ...
AVAILABLE TO THE GENDER COMMUNITY
BY MAIL ORDER

FOR THE FIRST TIME!!!

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOGS (REFUNDABLE WITH
FIRST ORDER) TO:
“"CROSS-TALK" - DEPT. N
P.0. BOX 9u4

WOODLAND HILLSy CA 913645

GET R FRIEND TO SUBSCRIBE,

GET ONE MONTH FREE FOR VYOU!
DETAILS ON PAGE 17

wriTe pirecT! tcWOMEN

WHO WISH TO MEET SHEMALES

No forwarding FEES ever!
$25.00 postpaid

SALMACIS WIMMIN’S GUIDE
P.O. Box 1604
Eugene, OR 97440-1604 USA
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THE HIGH COST OF DOING BUSINESS

by Kynberlei?h Richards
Editor & Publisher, "Cross-Talk"

I'a vritin? this on the last day of the IFGE convention.
Only trouble 1s, I'w 1n my office in Van Nuys, not in ay
hotel room in Denver. )

[ don't want to sound egotistical in saying this, but the
fact 1s that I am considered to be one of the nationmal
"leaders” in the gender community, due mainly to ay
membership on the Tri-Ess board of directors and ay being
the publisher of this newsletter. Yet I was absent from what
is generalll tonsidered to be the "working convention of
the comaunity -- the week in which the majority of our
business ?ets done.

And thaf upsets me, because I should have been there -- I
would have been there -- except for the expense.

I'n not %01n$hto restate the economic probleas ve've had
here of late. Those are obvious to anyone who has seen how
our gublication dates don't match the month on page 1. But
that's not even the major issue here. )

The cost of attending just one of the many conventions
that take glgce.each year is approximately equal to what the
cost of publishing “Cross-Talk" would be 1f it had five
times the subscribers it does. By the time you add airfare,
hotel room, registration and meals Qoge;her, you're in the
four-dxgxt range. And that's a prohibitive cost, even if
you're fortunate enough to have a decent income.

There are a number of people who, like myself, are
considered to be the “movers and shakers” in the community.
The ones that instantly come to mind are Merissa Sherrill
Lynn, Virginia Prin e Ellen Fairfax, JoAnn Roberts,

Kirk, J , Wendy Park endi Danielle
Karen Jani n -, Lee
Rene Naomi -, Eve
, Yvon .. well, get the ov many
people ¢™™™y yare ynable to attend IFGE, or if

they did attend did so at significant financial hardship?
['d bet over 75% fit into one category or the other.

It has often been said that as a community we seem to be
disjointed -- that the dlsgarate points of view expressed by
our national leaders seem to contradict each other, or at
the very least have significant differences between similar
statements. I have also heard it said that we never seem to
have enough cohesion to move forward on the important issues
of our community, such as civil rights, un1forn1t¥ of teras
in presenting our case to the public, and the conflictin
agendas between the different "neighborhoods® (TV, TS, Tk,
etc.) within the community. _

[ don't believe we'll ever resolve these issues and create
a unified gender community so long as we are unable to have
a real consensus among the Egople ve look to for Leadershie.
[f the "Coming Together/Working Together' conventions are to
really be our”annual opportunity to get the community's
business accomplished, then the conlunltg aust take steps to
ensure that the decision-makers can all be present.

[ propose that there be a fund set up at IFGE, that any
group or individual within the gender community can
contribute to, that would be specifically earmarked to cover
the expenses of our national leaders' attendance at the IFGE
convention, If a leader feels he or she can attend vithout
gersonal financial hardship, then I know that leader will

ake it upon himself or herself to leave the fund untouched.
OQur national leaders, by necessity, have a high degree of
poral responsxb111t¥ to the community, and I believe we
could rely upon that. But if part (or all) of a leader’s

(CONTINUED, NEXT PG.)

YOU ARE INVITED TC SEND YOUR OWN COMMENTARIES
OR RESPOND TO THOSE VIEWS ALREADY EXPRESSED.
"CROSS-TALK"
P.0. BOX 944
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91365

TAG. YOUYRE IT ...
ALL RIGHT, OUT OF THE CLOSET ...

by Anne -

The phrase 'nainstreaming transvestisn” has been ricochetin%
around the inside of my head lately. ['n not quite sure vha
[ mean by 1t, but it sounds good. ['Il tell you what it
doesn't mean, it doesn’t mean getting every quy and his
brother dressed up in crinolinés and lace. I'think what it
means Is what I've been advocating all along, taking
transvestism out of the dark recesses of the closet and
exposing it to the bright light of day. It means doing what
is necessary to bring acceptance and understanding to what
we are and do. .

Sounds all well and good, doesn't it? So, whera's the
probles? The problem is that transvestism is a term that
describes a behavior without differentiating cause. It used
to be that anyone who had a tonic-clonic seizure vas tersed
eﬁileptic. Now we say they have a seizure disorder, leaving
the cause open for exploration. [ can think of three causes
of tonic-clonic seizures right off the bat. So, how do we
di[{ergntlate the causes of transvestism, and does it really
natter?

Well, ves, it does matter. Because if we say ! is the
cause and J.Q. Public meets a TV who tells J.g._that Y is
the cause ... well, J.Q. becomes more confused instead of
less confused and that doesn’t helg our cause. So, let's be
honest, even the experts admit that there are several tyges
of transvestite. Look through the literature if you don
believe me. Pseudo-, true, Tetishistic to name three,
Experimental, four. So if we are going to try to "mainstream
transvestisa® ve're 901n? to have to make it clear that
there are indeeed several types. How do we differentiate?
Well, I think most of us know what category of TV we are.
Does it matter? Yes. Rightlg or wrongly, fair or not, some
forms of transvestism will have a much harder time gaining
acceptance than others; however, once one form is accepted
it vill be easier for the others to follow.

To put it bluntly, and this is my opinion, society will
have an easier time accepting those of us who have gender
focused need to crossdress than it will acceﬁtxng those vho
have a sex focused need to crossdress. In other words, those
of us who have a need to change gender roles from time to
tine will meet less resistance than those who crossdress to
achieve sexual gratification. Blame the Puritans, not me.
Americans have a lot of sexual hang-ups and if your sexual
grac;xce; are out side of "normal” limits ... well, qay

ash;ng is a pretty popular sport these days. See what I
mean’

So, what has all this to do vith "mainstreaming
transvestisn®? The old military axiom is, "Pick your
fights.” Decide where you have the best chance of winning
and focus your energies there. The more limited {our
resources, the more this holds true. And if you think about
it, if J.Q. is walking down the street and sees a couple of
Vs how is J.Q. goxng to know which t{%e they are (assuming,
of course, that both are dressed for the time and place)?
Well, there are other vays of telling, but not necessarily

how they're dressed.

The studies also seem to indicate that the fetishists are
a very small segment of the TV community (I read it
somevhere), and'that too makes a difference. A:{yay, let me
get back to the idea of "mainstreaming transvestisa”.

What are the issues likely to be in"our quest? Obviously
people are goxng to ask, "Why do you do that?® or 'Uhl would
anyone vant to do that?" "Are you ?ay?' *Do you want to
becone a woman?" You knov the drill. "No, I'm not gay
(unless you hapgen to be that too)." "No, you're thinking of
a transsexual, I'm a transvestite. There's a big difference.
I &ust play at being a voman sometimes.” "Why do I do it? If
[ knev that I'd be 3@ millionaire.” Oh, I'd just use the “Ve
all start out as female ... but in wy case, I think, the
masculinization process wasn't as ... thorough as it might
have been” explanation, As ['ve said before ... or perhaps I
only implied it, scientific explanations carry more weight

(CONTINUED, NEXT PG.)
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THE OMBUDSTRANM

DO WE HURT?
by Phaedra Kelly

[ found the recent ad for the Gender Alternatives League
hopeful. The observation on those “minorities” to have
achieved rights ahead of ours is true. I should add that the
women's and ﬁgy rovements borrowed heavxl{ and directly from
the true aythic, cultural and natural histories of

androgyn¥ vhile even then denying thes to sen and non-gays
-- who, 1f those histories are groperly inspected, should be
the natural first inheritors. I} belongs to Transgender. The
black and other colored movements are Now showing sxﬂns of
verx sl?vl‘ ggtt1n€ arqung . to t?e fﬁét that pative § gna ise
vas/is found&d in the dualism o ?e er in its priesthood,
which modern “civilized" people of color had rejected.

In that last trend lives one of our hopes for salvation,
because the rejection by those people of color was due
directly to their own (and our) persecutors’ alienation of
us from our inherent ancestoral roots (albeit that for some
born white those roots are more spiritual than physical).
That alienation changed us! Our world comaunity in this
"safe and civilized” world has taken the shape of not what
ve are but what what others would have us be and say we are,
even within organx;ed qroups that seem to turn comsercial or
become mothers” knitting meeting very quickly.

The wrong kind of socialization has happened. Instead of
having the independent courage of our convictions as a third
gender, our najorit¥ has wea l{ run to whatever high-profile
option it saw as offering sanc uarg. chopping and changing
as _each proved a weak straw to grab. ,

[t was natural the majority should identify with the gay
and women's movements, since both were unashamedly
impersonating us. Whereas most fail to see this fact, having
grown up schooled in the histories of our way of life, I
can't miss it, and find these born fesale or homosewxual
impersonators of our yax to be sinister and sick, for their
exploitation of our virtue while denying us our part in its

making.

Thug GAL looked hopeful -- until I read those four
overused words "I hurt no one”. Hogfeathers!!

I see too much of "we don’t hurt anyane” coming from
people who, observing how they are persecuted and abused,
form 'self-helg qroups” and ;ounselln? organizations. For
vhat? Is it not as much to hide away from the chance of
"hurting” others by our existence as to hide from the hurt
itself? Forget who began the hurt first. Ve 00 hurt athers
because we ARE human == and because other humans_cannot
handle hurt and pain vell either, they hurt us. For the sost
ggrt,,lt is the psychic/mental pain felt by those too weak

think for themselves, causing them to hara us physically,
but it's just as real.

Have you ever observed the ponderous progress of a zealous
saffron-robed Zen Buddhist monk? Trying to walk carefully,
and filtering his food not against impurity but to avoid
killing macrobiotic life? Such meek atonement is admirable
-~ but “that's all it is, atonement, because to exist at all
he had first, when his father drained seventy glands of
fluid to fertilize and egq and initiate his conception, to
rob his own father of somé days of life; then for the next
nine months to rob his mother of some more time alive; and
finally, upon fracturing the air with his first cry, surder
a nillion or nore little unseen lives. Ve cannot aove
vithout killing == indeed, mass murdering -- because all
organic carbon-based life kills species of all other organic
carbon-base life simply by the act of living.

A denial of this is as foolish as to retreat into
immobility, but the human thing to do is to realize that
life and death are not as ve have been led to believe --
dividers, twinned only as destroyers, causes of pain, two
different and apart world -- but are the duality of the
nonist continuum of existence as a whole. Life and death are
the one thing, and only human conscience has the power to

(CONTINUED, NEXT PG.)

UP OM MY SOAFBOX

REALIZING DREAMS WITH DIFFICULTY

by Eileen -

Happilz,,it vould seem that the dream of Merissa gherrill
Lynn 1§ in serious danger of coming to fruition. After three
*Coming Together® conventions -- but not wuch more
togetherness than before -- there are signs that her message
is gettxng through. Yet, it amazes me hov videl¥ the message
is misread -- or is it i who doesn’t understand?

At the risk of bexng branded as a 'na¥-saYer', i aust
adnit that, contrary to many of the official pronouncements
from the Tri-Ess leadership, i'm not quite ready to throw
ayself into the arms of our "gay/lesbian” associates. Sorry
folks, but i still think that we ARE different, with
divergent outlooks and goals. . ,

Yes, it was this very writer who spoke up in Merissa's
seninar at the Houston Hollda{ En-Fenme supgortxng the
notion of working to?ether vith other eleaents of the TV/TS
Communities through focusing on the similarities.
Nevertheless, i an not now, nor ever will be, content to be
asgoicated, in the public mind, with the g/1 community.

The main problem I have with nuch of the recent
conciliatory rhetoric is that it is based on deliberately
ignoring some very obvious differences in lifestyle,
anbitions, and responsibilities. In short, we may be on the
sane train, but we're not ticketed for the same stogs.

None of the above should be interpreted to wean that i do
not suppart the just aspirations of those who do not fit the
"specs” of the heterosexual transgendered. As a libertarian,
1 am connitted to the notion that while an{one‘s human
rights are subject to abrogation, the rights of the everyone
else remain at risk.

Finally, i feel there is danger all around in glqssin?.
over the differences and pretendxng that "they're just like
us" or vice-versa. Such an agproac léaves the potential for
friction still in Elace. Ve truly need to get beyond the
concept of "DIFFERENT equals BAD". Until we stop working so
hard at trying to conjure up 7?01nts-1n-conlon' and start
VALUING our differences, ve will not make much progress
tovard enforcing the human rights of either community.

KYMBERLEIGH'S CLIPBOARD ...

expenses need to be covered in order for that individual to
attend, then we as a community need to ensure that the
coverage is available,

[ an not endorsing the use of such a fund for the
attendance of the more "fun® conventions (Be All, Texas "T",
California Dreamin’, Fantasia Fair), nor do I feel such a
fund should be used to cover Tri-Ess board members' costs of
attendxn% the "Holiday En Feame®, where that board's annual
meeting takes place (although [ feel Tri-Ess should set up a
similar fund for that purpose). But I do believe such a fund
is necessary, so that the community's business can be
g{fectxvely handled by the people we trust most to handle
it.

TAG, YOU'RE IT ...

than emotional outbursts. At least they validate our
position and are harder to dismiss or ignore.

But what do we have to do to "sainstrean transvestisa?
Oh, must I beat a dead horse? (There's an inside joke
there.) Go back and reread the previous fifteen coluans.
Take a cue for GLAAD. Take a cue from B'nai Brith. It's all
there. Now get off your butts and act.

(Comments and criticisms may be sent to: Anne i
P.0. Box 1251, Beverly Hills, CA 90213-1251. -

“CROSS-TALK"
THE TRANSGENDERED COMMUNITY’S
FASTEST GROWING NEWSLETTER



Uax POPULI

STOP BEATING UP ON US
by Divinity

Reading "The Apathy of the Community” (Kyaberleigh's
Clipboard, January 1991), I can understand the frustration
and resentnent that motivated the comments. As a very new
nember to the “out’ crossdre591n?,connunit , | sincerely
believe that much of the answer lies elsavhers in the same
issue.

For example, 'Toward Open and Boon Cospanions” very
clearly addresses one, if not the sxn?le a0st important,
negative about being a crossdresser. fear. Are we going to
IOSf the lov o[ a garen}. spouse, friend, euplgyer, fellow
enp 0{ees, et al? Many of us are concernad about the
nainstream's reaction to our going public -- not without
foundation, as we all know. _ _

['ve only told one person who is a close friend that I
crossdress. She is supportive to the degree that a casual
friend can be. I yearn to reveal this side of = to OK
closest and dearest friend, but [ hesitate. How vill he
react? Will we no longer be able to do our "male bonding”
rituals that have been such an integral part of our
friendship for so many years? I honéstly do not know, and
cannot gquess-timate his response.

In the same issue ve have articles about the correct
labels. Police apathy. Crimes against TVs. Confusion about
vhat a particularly confused individual's "true® sex is or
isn't. A nun hiding from the law in the U.S. Aray as a sale.
Rosanna Arquette’s brother might be hurting his acting
career because of his drq? queen routines. The incredible
high cost of belng tvo different people with two separate
vardrobes. Wendy Farker's contlnulng examination of what is

d wrong with the entire gender comsunity. Cynthia
- telling us ve are silly teenage girls pla¥1ngeat
™ An angry comaentary about the demeaning of t

conlunltK br nale TV stri "Unsolved Mysteries”.
Phaedra Kelly vs. Germnp. in a non-title bout. "How
To" articles.

No wonder there are so many thousands of confused
TVs/Ths/COs/whatevers out there who refuse to come out of
the closet, let alone out on the town with a bunch of ather
people they may have reason to fear! Even those of us who
are out don't seem to be able to agree on why we are out or
vhat to call ourselves.

And there is AIDS. While I am not at all ?ay or bi, I most
assuredly am a crossdresser. And damn glad [ am. However,
there are those in our community who are gay or bi, and AIDS
is a very real concern. [ don't recall who said it, but [
did hear an opinion that ventured the o etting AIDS
are better than winning ry. Any I

My comment to you, Ms. and Mr. , is mot to
be so angry with us. [ » unable to come to the
?ueen Harg from mid-December through the second week of

anuary, because I was in Arizona for the‘holxda{s. However,
what with family functions, shopping, office parties, and
the fact that late December is a time of year when people
are immersed in a million-and-one projects, it is entirely

"Cross-Talk" is publishad monthly as an information and
entertainment resource for the gender community. For
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aropable that a Christmas party vould fail in our community.

ddxtlonallr, the holiday season is a time of pain and
depression for TVs, gays, and even "normies”. A great deal
of pain and depression. o A

To those of you who have difficulty labelling Yourselves,
ny suggestlon 15 to label yourself * appr'! Be glad that you
are out, even if only at home, or in small intimate groups,
or at the QM. If we can be supportive, we will. [f you can
let us know your confusions and frustrations, do so. But
vhen you come out, have fun. If it can’t be fun, why bother?

To Kym and Richard, lxghten up. I'm sorry that {our
parties didn’'t do as well as you had expected, but like all
voman, ve girls are fickle. That the QM and "Cross-Talk"® are
there for us is greatly appreciated by all of us ...
re%ardless of whether or not we spend any money with you.
Indeed, the QM seems to be doing a faxrlx good_amount of
business on the nights I am there, and *Cross-Talk" is
apparently doing better than ever. So things must be looking

up.

pI hope so, because [ sure as hall do not want to read
another editorial admonishing me or my new friends to get
off our asses. Let's instead address the issue of how to
bring more TVs out of the closet, instead of beating up on
the ones who are already doing all that e can.

THE OMBUDSTRAN ...

see them apart. .

This may be a blessing or a curse, but other species, whoa
hunanltr vith all its testing is arrogant enough to assume
have little or no cougarable nind to ours, seea to have one
advantage; an instinctual acceptance, even knowledge of the
lav of physics that matter cannot be created or destroyed,
onl{ changed. This, short of conclusive evidence to the
con rarK, ought to follow for psYch;c natter; i.e., the
nind, the soul, and the inner polarity of gender identity

d, t 1, and th ylarity of gender identit
that is the construct of our being as transgendered. This
vas all deliberated first by Shamans some nanx centuries
aﬁo, who sav what we are as living evidence of it, as a sign
that through true dualism comes forth true monism. And so
you see the virtue first seen not by our minorities’

rajority, but by women and gays and soon by racial
ninoritles.

Each before us has fashioned its little clique on this,
and each before us has come to believe of itself that they
have finished with dualltz and that it is time éo look
forward to their monist gender/life continuun. Each now
continues to deny that he had or have anx part of that, and
their exgulsxon of us, its core, ought alone to be enough
sign that they are deluding theamselves. The monist
gender/lee continuue is a million years out of their reach,

ecause the mess the world has gotten into through human
behavior has gotten worse, not better, sxnce'the{ began
their high minded plans for their personal liberty and

(CONTINUED, PG. 23)
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MAKEUP: A FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH

by Valerie -

Vould you like to look ten to tuent¥ ears youn?er? Vell,
first of all you need to be at leas years old (1?!) ...
but over 50 is a more ideal age to try for a look twenty
years youn?er.

When apﬁ ying eye nakeuﬁ and rouge or blush, think of the
word UP. Dark eyeshadow that extends beyond the eye, 1f not
apElxed in an ugyard direction, vill drag the eyes down and
nake them look tired and saggy. Blush should start halfway
to the middle of your face and extend ugvard into the
hairline above the ear. And just by arching the outer
three-four ths of your eyebrows, you can craate a perky, aore
youthful look.

But what if your skin is saggy and everything kind of
droogs? The old solution was by using surgical tape to
create a kind of temporary "face 1ifi". Now there's a
quicker, easier to use version which accomplishes the same
result. It's a band that pulls your skin up and back,
fitting neatl{ underneath your wig. The band only takes
seconds to put on, althou?. {ou can still use surgical tape
and then use the band to Tift the eXebrqus and skin even
more. These "face lift bands" come in five sizes; if ¥ou
have trouble finding them where you live, contact me for
nore information. .

Also, if your skin is droopy, chances are your lips are
too. To change the downturned lines these lips create,
sinply line your upper lip a little fuller than usual and
OON'T go all the way to the corners. Leave a fraction of an
inch on both sides and drop the color sharell into the
inside lig,.rather than tagering thinner at the ends. Make
sure the thickest part of the lower lip is in the center,
and connect to the corners where the upper lip color ends.
Fill in the "faked" lipline rather than the natural one.

Starting next month, "The Hakeug Mirror* will answer
readers’ questions about makeup. Send them to me at the
address below, or if you live in Southern California, give
ne a call at the shop.

CHAIR> TO WEAR,> ‘WIGS
1716 Andreo Avenue, Torrance, CA 90501

« High Quality Wigs
» Home Delivery Service
» Private Appointments Available

Also Featuring: Joe Blasco Cosmetics

Valerie Driscoll 213/320-5015

A unique and private salon
—specializing in one service—
removing undesirable body

hair from fastidious
Tvs and TSs

WAXING

- BY
GLORIA

Legs—Thighs—Arms

Follicologist—Cosmetologist Underarms—Chest—Back
25 Years Experience Stomach—Bikini line—and
any other area where you have
818-343-9039 unwarted hair.
By Appointment

18016 Ventura Bivd. Encino, CA 91316

FASHION NOTEBOOK

WHAT COLORS ARE RIGHT FOR YOU?

e -
TR ac er Associatio let
(Part 1 of 2) n newsletter)

In selecting fashions a woman sust consider styling, size,
fit and color. Of these, color coordination may be the most
isportant .

all have our favorite colors and conception of what
constitutes feminine colors, so we tend to select clothing
in these colors. Not too 1nfre9uent1y. vhen trying something
on we wonder why it just doesn’t seem to be right.

It is a fallacy that only certain colors are feminine. All
colors can be feminine. What is 1n€ortant is to coordinate
the color of our clothes to the color of our skin, hair and
eyes. =~

_Coordination success also depends on the color of the
light of the environment in which we make our observation.
Some of these factors we cannot control, but hagpily. nature
has coordinated our body features so that all that 1s left
to do is deternine what colors best suit us and surround
?grﬁilxzs with color coordinated clothing and the proper

ing.

ﬂov does one color code clothin% to skin, hair and eye
Eolor? Ugl!. as you might quess, there are nan¥ nore

experts” in the field of color coding with different
opinions than there are colors in the rainbow. But many
agree that everyone can be categorizad into four color
ayoups. And since nature was responsible for the

istribution, it is only natural to assign each group to
each of the four seasons: Summer, Autumn, Vinter and Spring.

In discussing color coding it is my intention to present a
simplified con?osxtg of the experts with whom I have had
some contact. The first step ve can take in siaplifying
color coding is to eliminate the Spring group. In ny
experience Very few wonen (and no aen) may be classified as
Springs. It seems that if someone looks horrible in the
colors of Summer, Autuan and Vinter, then they must be a
Spring. (They generally look bad in Spring co{ors. too.) The

(CONTINUED, PG. 24)

CHARTING THE LEGAL JUNGLE

What are the legal risks of crassdressing? When is it advisable to
ottain a court-ordered name change? Can you get veterans’
benefits toward sex reassignment? What about Medicaid and
Medicare? How do you go about having your Social Security card
and your driver’s license altered? These and scores of other
puzzlers that plague the transsexual in transition are answered with
brevity and lucidity in an amazingly useful little paperback by Sr.
Mary Elizabeth, SSE.

LEGAL ASPECTS OF TRANSSEXUALISM is an updated and
expanded version of an earlier edition. The 1990 edition is neatly
printed in pamphlet form. Within the space of its 108 pages, author
Sr. Mary Elizabeth, of the Sisters of St. Elizabeth of Hungary,
manages to tackle most of the legal questions you're likely to ask,
and the answers she gives are based on thorough, documented
research.

I recommend this booklet without hesitation to every person who
starts out on the transsexual route, as well as to all crossdressers
who go public or plan to. It is available from J2CP Information
Services @ P.O. Box 184 @ San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693-0184 for
$11.00, ($10.00 + $1.00 postage and handling).

You'll be pleased to have it with you all the way to the operating
table.




THE GENDER COMMUNITY:

A POLITI
I
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Vendy Parker
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SPECIFIC GOALS IN THE 1990'S .

Vhere ve are going in the Nineties encompasses involvement,
increased commitment, and an understanding kind of network
that can bring us together to discuss important issues.
General issue§ such as political and Gender community
involverent, specific issues like peer.groug pressure from
within the community that push people into hormones or
reassignment surgery before they are ready.

It is also important to be mindful that we create a new
kind of closet in which people hide in social groups rather
than relate to the rest of socxet¥. ¥e need to address the
topic of the tension that exists from disparate goals among
v, T6, TS, and Gag communities. A kind of healing and
unders@andln% can be vorked out by getting in touch with our
nurturing and loving feminine side. We should work toward a
realization that no matter how You think people perceive
you, or how well you look that looks are not everything. Ve
need to fight against the male oriented thinking of Madison
Avenue's version of what women should look like. Ve should
understand that 99% of passing is attitude and, in the
Nineties, we should have a more relaxed and confident
attitude. Let's not get sidetracked by the intoxitating
atnosphere of living in a false alternative existence in
which there is a real vorld and a fantasy feame world. One
of the goals that I feel we should address in the Ninaties
is a "coming together® of the best of both sides of your
personality in a unified and successfully integrated,
relaxed portrayal to socxetr.

Stepping through the looking ?Lass. you often see the
reverse image of yourself. As Alice, don't become a lost
soul floatxn?.zn onderland, but embrace the flip side of
¥our'persona ity vithout denying your grevious history and

ts impact on ‘our future plans. For those who make a life
commitment by transitioning, it's not enough to purge your
previous life by destrotxng photos and facts concerning You
as a human being prior to transition. Instead, learn to love
who you are as a person, which means coming to grips with
vho You vere as a person. The notion of créating “new
Beop e" in some God-like manner has been written about from

ygealian to Or. Frankenstein. None of us have the
omnipotent %over of a deity to create new life. Ve do have
the option to alter it in an acceptably coafortable fora.

There is a tendency in our community to take ourselves too
seriously with a 8yarded_ab111ty to laugh at ourselves in
life situations. VUith blinders on, we sometimes vallow in
self-effacing pity as to hov things might have been if we
had been born into the right circumstance. When life hands_
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ou lemons, don't just make lemonade, make pink lesonade. In

e Nineties, we want to put the buck passing, finger
pointing, shifting of responsibility past us and as "adult
children® wove on to accepting responsibility about where we
are 1n life. We can go ahead with a sense of pride and doing
the best we can to educate the public about who we are in a
non-judgenental fashion. o .

['a not sugaestxng that this vill be easy, crossing the
gender line. Reaction of the gemeral public to crossing the
gender line seems to go against the very gra;n of original

irthright and, to some, contradicts the basic division of
nature. It is therefore understandable that to the
unenlightened, uneducated, and non-expansive thinkers on the
planet that this phenomenon brings about a knee-jerk
resgonse that can range from quiet disqust to outright
violent reactions. It's ug to us to change those atfitudes
about gender choice for all of our sake.

It seems that anytime a celebrity has ever brxefl{ touched
on the subject of gender, it is radical enough for thea to
be branded for life. It's funny hat after thousands of
television shows, Phil Donahue is best remembered as the quy
vho wore the "dress”. Film director Sidney Pollock has a
long and distinguished filn career, but the press refers to
hin'as "Tootsie’s" Sidney Pollock. Milton Berle has been
doing comedy burlesque for half a century, but for sost, his
campy drag come instantly to mind. Pushing the gender
envelope to the limits seems to call for more patient
unders andlng from friends and relatives than revealing to
loved ones that you are Gay or perhaps a convicted
ax-nurderer. '

Instead of making hand-wringing apologies to friends and
loved ones, who should be pleased for our happiness, we
should be proud of wvho we are without apology. I'm not
suggesting jeopardizing jobs, careers, and relationships,
bu enllg tened, loving ﬁeopie are not threatened by those
vho are different from themselves. On the contrary, for the
aost part, they welcome varlet‘ as the spice of life. I've
vondered about people of the “Morton Downey Audience”
variety who turn violently hostile at the mere notion that
there are folks who are different from themselves. How
arrogant thex nust be to assume everyone should be like
themselves. As the Bible points out, who among us is so
perfect that they have the right to judge an{ong. let alone
In a sarcastic or deprecating manner? By what right does

(CONTINUED, PG. 23)

HELP!

. Is Here From CDS

Coping With Crossdressing—Too often, awoman is expected to
simply accept her partner’s crossdressing without understanding
the behavior or the issues involved. JoAnn Roberts looks at
crossdressing from both sides of the relationship and discusses the
problems that arise for both partners. She suggests ways in which
to positively deal with the behavior.

Available Now - $10.00 postpaid

Write: CDS, PO Box 1263, King of Prussia, Pa. 19406




ROGER’S NOTEEOOK #57
TALK SHOWS: HELP OR HYPE?
by Roger E. Peo, Ph.D.

I recently was asked to appear on a television talk show.
The topic was crossdressers and their wives/partners. Since
[ want to support women who are in a relationship with a
crossdresser, I thou%ht this would be a good oppartunity to
tell the public about the issues that face sany of these
vomen. [ could not have been more vron%< If it had not been
for nr vife (who was in the audience) the viewers would have
been left with a verxounreal picture of such relationships.

The focus of the show vas a real vedding vhere both the
bride and groom wore (identical)_wedding dresses. This is a
fantasy fof many crossdressers. There have been other
variations on this marriage scene. For example, the bride
wore the tuxedo and the gqroom vore the wedding ?ovn. In
addition to the couBle o were to be married, there were
twvo other couples. Une couple had been married for many
years and the other couple has been dating for about six
months. All three of the women on the show were (or said
they were) uholeheartedlz in favor of their partner's
crossdressing. Most of the audience questions were either
about the reasons why a man would crossdress or asking why
these women would want to be in a relationship with a man
who wears women's clothes. ‘ .

There were v1rtuall¥ no negative questions. None of the
women voiced an‘ problems or"difficulties they had about the
crossdressing. In sum, a very positive image vas presented.
When my vife sav the direction of the program, she addressed
a question to me. "Are these tyglgal relationships?* she
wanted to know. This gave me a brief opportunxtg to explain
that the naioritz_of such relationships had probleas.
Un;gqtunate y, this was lost in the excitement of the
vedding.

Late? I reflected on this show, and others like it. I
vondered if they helped or hurt the image of the %ender
community. Many crossdressers (and their partners) vho go on
such shows are in unusual situations. Often they are "out of
the closet” with little to lose if their friends, coworkers
aTdtggxghbors discover the man’'s desire to wear vomen’s
clothing.

[ suggest that perhaps the only poesitive thing about such
shows 15 the contact number that usuall¥ appears at the end
of the shov. Othervise, the image that is presented is one
that misleads more than it helps. Can you imagine the
feelings of some woman who is strugglxng vith the issues
raised by her partner's crossdressing when she sees this
show? She will most certalnl{ vonder why she is not as
accepting as those women on that stage. She may see herself
as somehow flawed because her feelings are so different. The
crossdresser who views the show may use it as a vay of
trying to gain acceptance bx saying, "If that voman can
accept this, why can't ¥ou?

So the show gets the fanfare but the people I am concerned
about may be hurt in the process. This 1s not to arque that
ve shouldn't continue appearing on such shows. This wedding
vas unusual. While it was very meaningful for the couple
involved it did little to educate the public about the
crit%cal relationship issues that crossdressing of ten
creates.

{If you have something you would like Dr. Peo to write about
or have a rebuttal sen .0. Box 4887, Poughkaepsie,
NY 12602 or call (914) ALl conmunications are
confidential. This col reprinted in any non-profit
organxzatxon's newsletter so long as Or. Peo’s name and
address appear in the regrxnted yersion. All others aust
obtain written approval.

QUICK QUUlE:.Hichael York, who impersonated Marlene Oietrich
in the television mini-series *Night of the Fox", spent days
trying on wigs and clothes, and valking up and down in the
vardrobe trailer to ggt used to high heels. His first
comment upon seeing himself in drag? "Oh, my God!"
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REACHING THOSE WHO NEED SUPPORT

by Linda §.
(from “Th® Dixie Belle", Sigma Epsilon Chapter Tri-Ess)

[ feel that we have made great strides in helping many CDs

to come out of the closet and fulfill their feminine needs.

Ve offer love and friendship and support, as well as great

fellowship. We are continuing to reach outside of the

crossgender community to educate and bring more )
understanding to the world about our members and in doing
so, alleviate the fear that lack of knowledge brings.

However, I am concerned by our apparent inability to reach
out to more wives. Those of you who reqularly attend meeting
know that usually there are only three“or four wives in
attendance, and it is always the same wives. This does not
sean that we are the only supportive wives, because [
personally know of many who support, but cannot or will not,
for whatever reason, come to t neetlngs. And there are
aany wives who are not supportive, or who would like to be
but are frightened.

Hov can ve reach them? It is a very difficult thing to do
because we cannot force them to acceqt their husband’s
needs, nor to understand why. The only course of action that
[ can think of is twofold: ,

1. We must offer their husbands a safe, supportive
atmosphere in which to express their inner feminine
selves. By qoxng this it is likely that their inner
pressures will De reduced, and perhaps their resulting
calmness and serenity will become apparent to their
wives as a positive change. ) )

2. Ve nust try by gentle means to educate wives. Many wives
are willing to participate from afar by reading our
newsletter, or reading letters their husbands receive
from other crossdressers. Therefore we need to make sure
that the material provided in newsletters and
correspondence and other chapter material is appropriate
and useful for helping significant others learn.

Ve need to stress the positives of crossdressing, the

sharing and friendships that develop. Ve need to try to clam

the understandable fears they may have and concentrate on

showing the beauty of the person within. The person within
is always the same, whether dressed en femme or non-femme --
the inner self does not change. The clothes simply help to
focus and project an aspect of that self that is not often
shared. A crossdresser is simply expressing a need within
himself to get in touch with a more feminine part of himself
and the very real feelings and emotions associated with
those traits which have often been dee l¥ suppressed.

Although these needs may seea different from other men's

needs, and the outward manifestation of those needs may

apfear very different from standard male behavior, I cannot
believe it is wrong. If we listen to many modern
psychiatrists and psycholoﬁisgs they sug%gst that most men
need to get in closer touch with the emotions that it is not

considered manly to express. ' .

If a woman loves the inner man,then she is loving the
vhole gerson..whether she realizes it or not. To be able to
share the entire gerson is, in my nind, a privilege which I
do not take lightly.

[Editor's Note: Lindaol is the President of the Si%ua
Epsilon Chapter, one o™ only two wives to share tha

distinction.]
To nm{ﬂc\mﬁlct

"Nine Secaeta t:bféﬁfnifi'?eafictéan” ;
pCAAanal two Lanﬁyth- char
¢an invitation t.om'ain A.S5. [ nationwidel
Send your bixthdate, name and address
with a $/0.00 check oxr order to:\
Jﬂll{l: Senbnez;e Baox 423 San Yoase, Ca 95/09\




MATIOMAL PUELICATION REVIEUW
“GENX" PUBLISHES PARODY ISSUE

After over six months of apparent inactivity, "Gender
Expressions® has resurfaced ... sort of. *Lamé Expressions”
apgears to be a parody, with faked ads for the community's
well-known national events, Sandy Thomas, Creative Design
Services, and Vernon's Specialties, a review colusn sisilar
to our own (in which we are plaXfuily referred to as
"Ctotch-Talk“)L and various articles paking fun at such
thlngs as the “Be All You Can Stand Weekend”, *"The One
Minute Support Group”, and the "Harvey Bendamind Double
Standards of Care”.

Hovever, not onl¥ is it possible to read some truth
between the lines (as with all good satire), there is one
prece that especially reads moré like fact than fiction;

Joe N. Robots" commentary on the lack of activism by the TV
community regarding civil rights (which was also reprinted
under her real byline of JoAnn Roberts in the March
"Renaissance News").

I'a not actuqll{ certain if GenX is plamnin e its
normal format in the future, or if Janet Lynn-:has
other plans in mind. The back cover contained ™
"Human Expressions” magazine, and that ad definitely did not
read like satire. .

Stay tuned for further details.

NE! AITLES F%OH SANDY I%&HAS: A "prequel” to the books
XC anglng ows'_an anging Vows Too" has been published
by Sandy Thomas. "Virgin Vows® takes Randy back to when he
was 16 years old and his twin sister conspires to have their
annual excture taken wearing identical gron gowns. Does she
succeed? Ha¥be even convincé Randy to attend a prom while
apgroprxate dressed? You'll have to read for yourself.
andy's other nev title is "Woman's Work®, which is the

story of how a boy living on a farm_is forced to live as a
?1rl as a condition of his parole. The story is told mainly

ron the perspective of his best friend, back home fros
college == who finds himself unavoidably in the middle of
the situation.

As ve have told you in previous coluans, Sandx acquired
the rights several months ago to republish the Chevalier
fiction line, as well as the fiction from “Transvestia®
nagazine. [ have had the opggrtuni;ylto see three of the
books in this new "Transvestia Revisited" series, and !'s
impressed. "It’'s ALl In The Family" and *He ... Crossed The
Line” have been out of print for many years. "Family” is the
story of how one boy's dressing in skiris to show the girls
at school how to dress results in his garents‘ keeping hin
that vay all summer, and "Crossed” is the tale of a young
cougle vho can only find an apartmnent that rents to vomen.
Another title in this series, "Chris to Chrissie®,
originally agpeared in two parts ("Transvestia® #89 & 90),
and is the story of one boy's freshwan initiation and his
mother's insistence on keeping him in skirts.

Sandy has also reprinted "Unique Conceptf,'originallz
released in large-format_two years ago, pairing it with the
short story "From Flood To Skirts”. The new story tells how
one man's masquerade to fool his girlfriend's parents,
coupled with a flood in his apartment, results in his having
to return to his job as a woman.

LADY%IKE 52 HOT OFF THE PR;%S; The latest edition of

reative es;?n ervices agsh1E publication features a
pair of profiles; onegof veteran FI Bridget Nickels, and one
of Florida TV Stella jf. ‘Ladzllke' also contains an article
on the history of wig® and the story of how one teenager
discovered female impersonation at a small Mexican bookstore
(complete with classic photos from the magazine he purchased
there in the_earl{ '60s). As always, there are also numerous
photographs in both black and white and color of *Ladylike"s
readers. [ recognized at least a half-dozen of my personal
correspondents!

"EN FEMME" #23 ARRIVES ... AND ARRIVES _.. AND AR L Ve
inexplicably received three copies of the newest issue,

NEW! NEW!
TUCK-AWAY GENDER CHANGER

(POUCH & THONG PANTY)
TOTALLY CONCEALS YOUR MALENESS.

ENABLES YOU TO WEAR TIGHT SKIRTS, SLINKY
DRESSES, EVEN LEOTARDS WITHOUT DETECTION.
ADJUSTS TO FIT EVERY SIZE BODY. VERY STURDY.
HOLDS You TIGHTLY BUT COMFORTABLY ALL DAY
AND EVENING. NO EMBARRASSING SLIPPAGE EVER.
DIRECTIONS INCLUDED. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
OR YOUR MONEY BACK. o
$20.00 prLus $1.00 sHIPPING.

ORDER DIRECT FROM:

T. DANIELS & CoO.

DEPT. CKT

861 N. ALEXANDRIA AVE.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90029

Patent pending,

Helping my big sisters' metamorphosis over the past
nine years, I understand the joy, the triumph and
the frustration you experience along the way.

I am the only Electrologist in L.A. using the 32
multiple needle method, which has proven especially
effective and comfortable in the removal of coarse
facial hair.

My salon is gay owned and operated, providing a
supportive environment to serve the many needs of
the TV/TS community with pride.

)/ MARY'S

Electrolysis & Facial

* Waxing
y/ (213) 651-0202/656-0913
B iacs tatt o s Cana

vhich included an article on how to make shopping foraKour
femme self a lot less nerve-wracking, a report on Sar

Luiz's informal study of vhat men really think about TVs and
T8s, great advice on hov to make it on your first job as a
voman, and -- as promised == the return of the En Femme
personals section! ) ) ]

“En Femme” Fiction Magazine #5 is also out, with two
stories: "Crossdresser 2020 A.0.", the accounting of how
advanced medical science makes life easier for crossdressers
who are goxng to live full time; and "Gender Blend Rock 'N'
Roll”, hov the mother of a tven@y-year-old groupie changes
the life of her rock star boyfriend, for keaps.

1.F.6.E. OFFERS NEW PUBLICATION ON HORMONES: Responding to
vor[dwide demand for hormonal information, *Hormonas” by
Sheila Kirk, M.D. has been published by I.F.G.E. This
comprehensive publication provides an understanding of
hornonal therapy used by gender-conflicted persons, and is
designed both for those erther receiving or conteupl;tin?
therapy as well as medical and mental health ?rofessxona s
or those simply lookxna for basic knowledge. It is priced at
$8.00 per copy, order %017 through the "Tapestry” F.0. bax.
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PULLING NO PUNCHLINES
DEAR BOBBIE SUE

(from Indiana Crossdressers Society newsletter)

Dear Bobbie Sue! )

1 look just fine when I am out in public, but as soon as I

open m{ mouth, everyone knows that I am a boy. What do Kou

suggest? Sincerely, Deep Throat

Dear Deep Throat:

Vith a s ueid name like Deep Throat, how do you expect

ggople‘to ake you seriously? The first thing that you need
do 1s to use a different name, something more

appropriate. Here are some ideas: Billie Sue, Bobbie Jo,

Scarlet, Lady Bird or Bessie (depending on your complexion).

Dear Bobbie Sue:
[ have always wanted to be a girl, but I am iust too big! In
four inch heels, I stand well over seven feet, and everyone
looks at me! | vexah over Zlouﬁounds, and when dressed, ay
neasurements are S0, 42, 42. What can [ do? .

) Bear Hugs, Magilla
Dear Magilla:
Your proportions are way out of line. No wonder that
ever{one stares! You need to send off for a Frederick's
catalogue, then order a padded girdle so that your hips
match your bust. After putting on the girdle and a skirt,
around five inches above your knees, don your favorite
angora sweater and heels and look in the mirror at the
earvelous transformation. One piece of advice: Be sure to
T?ar ? slip over your girdle so that no one will notice the

nes!

Dear Bobbie Sue:
[ have been in the closet for over forty years, and now I
vant to come out. But I am concerned about my wife's
reaction, the reaction of my children and the reaction of my
grandchildren. What can I do to just be me? )
Love, Granny from Ohio
Dear Granny:
You are rlght‘ You are too old to make a fool out of
ourself. You should have come out thirty years ago, and now
{hat you have made your bed I quess that you will have to
sleep in It. Here's I{ advice: Get into football and beer on
SundaY after church. Let's face it, you are over the hill
and all that you can do nov is to be the best granddad that
Kou can be. I know that this advice sounds cruel, but you
ave to think about the kids! If gou had kept yourself in
Zour skirt, you never would have been in this mess. Do you
now uh{ Columbus, Ohio does not have a professional
{oo%bal tean? Because if they did, Cleveland would want one
00!

Dear Bobbie Sue.
[ attend a mainline church in southern Indiana. [ am on the
Bored of Directors. I finally made an appointment with the
ninister, and [ showed hin some of the pictures that were
taken of me. He asked me to come to his house this evening!
Vhat should I do? How should I dress? )
Prayerfully, Cute in Red
Dear Cute inRed: _ _
Oumamy! You've got him right where you want himn. Make him
take you out to one of the restaurants in Louisville. And
send ne some pictures! ) )
(P'S.)Be sure to order the most expensive thing on the
nenu.

HELPFUL HINT: If you have recently gotten your ears pierced
anB,EﬁeK are slov to heal, try using an eye dropper to
squirt hydrogen geroxxde through the holes every night. You
night also try clean each post with hydrogen peroxide and
usé an antibiotic cream on the posts before inserting. And
if zour skin shows sign of metal allerqy, you'll find that
nickel posts are the mnost comon of fender
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FOLK FESTIVALS: A CD EVENT?

by Ricky.

S0 you just got all dressed u? and have nowhere to go. Sure,
Kou could try the shopping mall again, but that's only a few
ours. Wouldn't 1t be wonderful to spend a weskend en femae?
But the next TV weekend 1s months away and besides, it's
halfway across the country and Kou can't afford it anyway.

[ have a sug?est1on for you then. I am as obsessed wit
folk wusic as | am with dresses, and all through the sumaer
nonths there are folk festivals scattered around the
country. When folkies converge on one ﬁiece of ground for a
veekend of music sonethlsg remarkable happens. An instant
caring community forms and you can let the kids run free
while you brouse,anong the music and crafts or just simply
engoy {ourself vithoul any pressure or hassle.

ay the words "Falk Husic ang nost Eeaple think of ¥nody
Guthrie or Peter, Paul & Mary. But folk susic is such sore
than that. In a.fypxcal festival you will find a bluegrass
band, someone singing the blues, a bit of '20s or '305 jazz,
an entire area devoted to the kids, close-harmony Gospel on
Sunday mornings, bawdy songs around the campfire, Irish
tenors, Brltxsh'dr;nkxn? songs in 95 part harmony, French
love songs, a Yiddish klezmet band, a Scottish piper or 2
Canadian fiddler. In short, if there is not a long cord vith
an amplifier on the end you'll find it somewhere.

For the TV there are several advantages. Since it is the
last refuge of the hippie look, long hair, flowing skirts
and ruffled blouses are in, even if ‘we can't join'in the
bra-less look. It's outdoors and there are no dress codes,
so you have a wide choice of clothing to wear. The only
problem is makeup. Since we can't very vell go without it
vould take some care; heavy makeup would be noticeably out
o{ g%@ce unless backed up vith suitably ostentatious
clothing.

Hany ?estivals have booths of striking and original
jevelry, clothing and oddaments that are mostly made by hand
and sxlgl{ cannot be found elseware. You could staz at a
notel, but as most festivals are held in the ogen h
camping on site or nearby and dressing private ;
tent of rooe is easy. The avallab111t{_of portable toilets,
vhile not the most wonderful of inventions, eliminates that
vexlng probles of which door to go thry when nature calls.

Most important, folkies are thé original laid back crowd,
and there is such an open and friendlY feeling that even if
you are read it will most likely result in some friendly and
curious conversation with nobody eettxn excited. The cost
for the weekend usualy runs less than $30 per ?erson and
kids 12 and under are usually free. Most have food at
reasonable prices or you can bring your own. Most festivals
ban or restrict alcohol to desx%nated areas; these are very
definitely falil¥,oriented evenfs. _

So how do you find one of these festivals in {our area?
The best va¥ is to send $3.75 + postage (call it $4.50) to
Sing Out!, 125 E. 3rd St., Bethlehea PA 18015 and ask for
their issue with the festival listings. You could even be a
big spender and send $15.00 for a su crigtion, it's a ?ood
deal. So widen your horizons and get out to see the world.

‘there is
in your

The Society for the Second Self

«++ for heterosexual
crossdressers and
their families ...

Tri-Ess Sorority
P.O. Box 194, Tulare CA 93275
[——0—""\"\b. . — —
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HOLLYW00D HONCHOS ATTEND BOAT BASH IN ORAG. Some of the most
powerful men 1n showbiz kicked off the New Year by putting
on wigs, dresses, heels and makeup for an outrageous party
in the Caribbean.

The gender-bender bash aboard a luxury yacht drew such
power Brokers as Quincy Jones and MTV-founder Bob Pittman,
as two-thirds of the Pointer Sisters in natchlng Lycra
outfits. Madonna's old flame, disc jockey Jellybean Benitez,
vas the conpletln% aember of the trio.

The costume par { with a twist was hosted by advertising
biggie Charles Saatchi, who wore "a little black cocktail
dress, black net stockings, and a rhinestone handbag”,
according to one attendeé. The party had two rules: One,
nobody got on the yacht who wasn’t in drag, and two, nobody
got on carrying a camera. .

An insider confides that New York adman Jay Chiat -- who
was described as "smart and matronly® in a natchln? white
hat and dress -- is reportedly furious that word of the
party had leaked out. ["Star"]

FROM BEST MAN TO MAID QF HONOR: Nosey neighbors in North
Raucesby, England gossiped for weeks aboul Roger Hall's
newlywed vifée being seen in the company of Roger's best
friend David Lavender while he vas at work -- so he angrtly
told the town %059195 the truth: Vife Rebecca was teaching
the best man at their yeddxn? how to be a girl!

Although the revelation silenced gossips, who thought the
two vere having an affair, community pressure has forced
David to ?1ve up his teaching job, and he plans to move to
London before having his sex change, . )

Says Roger, "Rebecca has spent fours teaching David how to
do his nails, put on makeup, and assorted other feminine
things. She has also taken him to stores to buy things like
bras, undoes and dresses.” . )

David gave in to long-time feminine feelings after he vas
best man"at the Halls' wedding last year. ("Sun"]

EVERYONE CALLS HIM "LORD LIPSTICK": The queen's nephew has
shocked British royals by wearing lipstick and kisgina drag
queens. Hell-raiser Lord David Linley celebrated his Z9th
birthday wearing a long, glittering caftan at a wild London
g;rty. attended by drag queens from a nearby club and
isexual rock singer Elton John. . .

When she learned of his bizarre behavior, Queen Elizabeth
screamed "this is an outrage” at Linley, adding that "we're
at war and everyone is calling you Lord Lipstick!".

Linley, 13th in line to the British throne, danced vith
and kissed his crossdressed guests as two aipals socialite
Susannah Constantine and model Nicole Formby, looked on in
stunned amazement. According to another guest, "even the
vaiters were wearing blonde wigs and women's clot.he?'él o

L] oel

NEW KID WANTS TO BE "NEV GIRL ON THE BLOCK": The lead singer
of the pop group New Kids Un The Block has 1nformed his
bandggfes that he intends to have a sex thange "as soon as
possible”.

According to a close friend of 20 year-old Jordan Knight,
the teen idol confided that "he felt as if there was a woman
trapped inside him, and that sooner or later he had to let
that woman out or he'd go crazy.” _

The other members of the group took it as a persomal
affront, and Donnie Uahlberg reportedly had to be restrained
from attacking Kni?ht when he told them. "What do you think
you're doing?” Vahlberg is said to have yelled at hi.

You're going to destroy us with your stupid vhims!”

Hanagers for the s ergroue are also concerned about what
would happen if Knight went through with his sex change. A
spokesman says "the qroup would cease to exist withoutl him”,
an allusion to his appeal among teenaged qirls.

["News Extra"]

(_TV FICTION CLASSICS | 6 Wﬂomv v

—— { FICTION |

v - |
“WOMAN'S WORK™ “VIRGIN VOWS"

Ly namma ey on e trars
N e ke cus et Ny s
a1 -y v

1

PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:

WOMAN'S WORK #21 7.00  NEW
”vmauvowscrvu 7.00  NEW
NEW [ ] THAT'A GIRL #20 7.00  NEW
SELECTIONS EVERY f gmrégﬁgows Too ;13 :x
MONTH E EXCHANGING VOWS 7.00  NEW
NEAR MISS 7.00
[ ] SKIRT FOR A FLIRT 7.00
Send for free brochure. {1 GOING A BROAD 7.00 ‘
Send order to: E nnzs::n TO DANCE 1g [
MAD 7.
SANDY THOMAS {1 GOING TOTHE BALL L
P.O. Box 1327 } ﬁ";‘gﬂ‘g AR ree
NOT ENOUGH GIRLS 7.00 \
e { SCHOOLING IN SKIRTS 7.00 3
CA 91614-0327 [} UKEMOTHER LKESON 700 |
7.
Al mail sent first [ ] ROOM FOR A CHANGE 7.00 }
i i = CHEERLEADERMASCOT  7.00 i
class in plain en E MISS-ING PASSPORT 7.00 ‘
velope. { ] MODEL HUSBAND 7.00
First class mai shipping- 1.00 per book, (4.00 maximum) |
FAST SERVICE! Total order -AMOUNT ENCLOSED
ASK ABOUTTHE | Make check payable to: SANDY THOMAS ADV. !
“TVIA” SERIES! s
City State Zp_
1 am over 21 years old. CT 1
9 J

Jégyme Thomsr, PLD.
Cowrielisg)Corsulictions

By Apposdment (213) 829-994S

MY WORST DATE -- SHE WAS A HE: Mitchell Spicer thought he
vas having the best date in his life = until his date's dad
lnterrugted just vhen they wvere going to kiss goodnight, and
Mitchell found out his girl was a quy! )

) Splcer, 35, met 3 beautiful salesgirl nased Linda in a
jeve r{ store while shopgxng for his mother's birthday
present. "She was about 5'6" and had a great fiqure,* Spicer
recalls. “She mentioned that she didn't have a goyfriend',
s0 he asked her out.

After an evening of dinner, drinks and dancing, he took
his dreae date home, only to have her father come out on the
porch just before their goodnight kiss and said *Roger,
you'd better come in and'get to0 sleep. You have to §§ at
vork early tomorrov.”

Linda turned pale and explained that she vas planning to
have a sex-change operation soon, adding that sﬁe would love
to see hin again. Not only didn't Sgicer date her again, he
avoided shopping at the mall where Roger/Linda workéd for
years afterward. ["National Enquirer”]
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THE ADVENTURES OF KAREN

by KAREN ANN MICHAELS

dl—\u.z KAREN'S SPEBTR MAS GREATY WHO 1S T7
- A FEW IAWS AT THE

THE Cookne
TELETHAN, THE VIBWNG PURLIC

NO, IT'S JUSTIN HOFFLAND Fom 1
™e MaviE SeoTESIE!

HAS YET TO TROP THESTATION

You ¥now, We Y ARLENEGETS |

CAUED YOouR JEALOTS wWHEN |

OFFACE, BUT YouR| SHE TALKS |

| WAS ON LEXATION PUEuusr"HUNG 'n? @Kwss SHE
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BY BILL- JORNSON

TVE GOT AN IDEA
DEAR. LETY SHARE NOT

OUR DEEPEST, DARKEST SUCH A
SECRET WITH EACH Goon...

OKAY !

D LETS PROMISE NOT
TO HOLD IT AGAINST
EACH OTHER, OKAY

Tl GO FIRST:
1.% RIGHT AFTER WE. mﬁ% oF
? TUNOT.. - | | WERE MARRIED, HONOR?

HAD AN AFFAR

YEAR-REMEMBER 35IGHS B0oY DO I FEEL IS 1 OF COURSE. WHAT

o roees  Zea” || e ceme Y ||lmEtne o RrZEs
o] IVE ,

oF You. CONSCIENCE. {Vgﬁ? Jinrewm mez MY

International Foundation for Gender Education,
TV/TS Tapestry Journal
. Sorving the Crond exsing/TPoncenud Camnmunity gince 1978
LF.G.E is a non-profit ta gar orking cooperatively with and in support
of organ: ing the CD/TS Community through rep jon, communicab
tions, referrals, outreach, and public aducation.
The TUTS TapmtryJousnad is intended to be our community's house organ”. [t is a tasteful,

Singe Copy $10.00 Subscatpon $40.00 ($50.00 Ist dass & Canada)

LF.G.E,P.0.Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778 (617) 894-8340

Good Neighbors Thrift Store
2700 W. Magnolia, Burbank, CA 91505
(818) 566-7701

4 (B A B oA N

Good Neighbors Inc. Is a nonproftt organization which
raises money fo support hospice and health care
programs for people with AIDS.
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—THE SEXCHANGERS —

“1 couldn’t decide whether 1
wanted large or small implants.”

" THE FEMME SIDE" by Vickie R

"1°d feel much more comsfortable out dressed if
the waiter would stop calling us "gentiemen!”
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"Perfectly Normal", publicized as a magical comedy about 2
perfectly normal quy persuaded by an extraordinary frisnd to
act upon his dreams, is eerfectly average ... extept for
yhen the dreamer (Michael Riley), stages an spera scene in
which, draped in "Norma® finery, sings a dust in a perfacily
ordinary, male voice. No wonder it nevar gets off the
ground!

"The Silence of the Lambs", the nev fils bassd on the Thaosas
Harris bestseller, has a "killer TV* glot. The serial killer
is fashioning a "girl suit® for himself using the dead wosen
for ?arts. Why? Because he thinks he is a tramssexual sut is
unable to convince the needed psychiatrists in arder to
attain hormones, surgery, etc.

Sylvester Stallone and Arnold Schwarzenegger are set io
appear in drag in the upcoming movie "Oparation Pipeline®,
as undercover cogs who dress as women in the line of duty.
Rumor has it that Sly and Arnold have even anrolled in a
chara school to make themselves even more enticing!

John Candy, who donned drag nanz tines in "SCTV" as well as
in the movies "Who's Harry Crumb?" and *Arsed And
Dangerous”, appears in a qedding dress frequently in the
course of the movie "Nothing Bul Trouble”. Candy's
character, a "Twin Peaks"-type strange sheriff, aakes the
lives of visiting tourists Chevy Chase and Demi Moore
niserable. We don’t know why the bridalwear, though ...

Please velcume our newest contributors to the comics page.

Lén . ("The Sex-Changers”) wvas one of the founding

nember® of Seahorse Vicloria in Melbourne, Australia. She
has served as its President in 1987-88, and subsequently vas
its newsletter editor until last year. The cartoons running
in "Cross-Talk" are from the series which ran in that

newslett ween 1985 and 1990,
Vickie_ ("The Femme Side") is one of the gender

communi t st-known lawyers. She is one of the founders
and current newsletter editor for Long Island Femae
Expression (LIFE) in New York, A{@hough as an attorney, she
should know better, her contributions’to *Cross-Talk"
consist of cartoons that she has plagerized from mainstream

public and written new captions for.
L.J. ("Lori the Gender Bender®) is a 1ong-tiue
renber der Puffs of Orange County and long-fime

"Cross-Talk" subscriber.

IF YOUR BOYSELF WEARS GLASSES

YOUR GIRLSELF NEEDS THEM TOO.

GIVE HER THE CONSIDERATION A LADY DESERVES
GET HER A PAIR OF BEAUTIFUL FEMININE GLASSES.

We offer complete optical service
at reasonadle prices. Over 300 styles

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

ASK FOR ELLIOTT AND SAY THAT YOU ARE A
FRIEND OF KYMBERLEIGH.

We have private fitting rooms and are understanding
of the needs of TVs. No or {

REGAL OPTICIANS
2402 W. 6TH ST.. Los ANGELES

(213) 382-7606




EVIDENCE OF A FEMININE PASTLIFE

by Vendi -

When [ vas a ‘oung boy of seven, I found a girl's plastic
bracelet in the road. You know, one of thosé that snap
together. It wvas soiled and scratched, dented and cheap. But
when [ lifted it from the pavement it seesed to sparkle and
?leap. I ran home with it clutched in ay hand with a sagical
eeling in my heart. I rushed into my roos where no one”
could See me, and fastened it around my wrist. Although it
was dull, it appeared to shine like real exgensive pearls
surrounded in an aura of iridescent light. I became
tantalized and enchanted, yet mysteriously bewildered by AZ
attraction to this feminine object. While I admired the cute
bracelet my sleeve fell back to the elbow to expose the
snooth stn of my almost hairless ara, "This looks grettl .
[ said aloud. It had seemed so natural and so familiar, that
somehow [ knew [ had worn pearls before. But I knew I hadn't
at that young age. or at least not in this lifetime.
Remembering that day today releases fresh thoughts of
those joyful experiences when [ first wore an item that
belonged to the op6051te‘sex: [ never felt ashased b{ that:
as a matter of fact, my imagination had created beautiful
images in my mind. [ saw n¥ bare ars in a sheer ivory white
sleeve with an adorable ruffled cuff. The bracelet around gy
wrist with the darlln? sheer sleeve and tulle cuff bewitched
ne so 1ntensel¥ that T was driven to see and feel this in
reality. So a few days later [ invaded .X sister's closet
and snatched a long sleeved blouse with those gretty cuffs
from its hanger and took it back to my room. There, I
removed ny shirt and slipped into the white blouse, and

This is the revised "Cross-Talk" subscription fora, showing

our current rates. You may use it to.

13 Begin a new subscription

31 Renew or extend your current subscription

%3 Add the "Southern California Yellow Pages® to your
subscription, if ¥ou live_in the Los Angeles area

1% Order "The Best of Cross-Talk"

You may also copy this fora and send it to a friend who

does not subscribe to "Cross-Talk". If you do, please put
your four-digit subscriber nuaber (froa the upeer left
corner of the mailing label) in the brackets. You will then
receive a one-month extension of your subscription when your
friend subscribes.

"Cross—-Talk”

Mailing Name

retrieved the plastic bracelet from where I had it hid, and
again fastened it around my wrist. The thrill was one that
we all have experienced at one time or another. And I
vondered where this electrxfyxng rush emanated from that was
so sensational and addictive. [t shot from my loins ue into
my heart chakra. But when I saw myself in the eirror the
wood faded. [ looked so ageer in_a little girl's blouse with
ny bo;'s blue jeans on. Ch yes! The fabric of the blouse vas
50 soft and de ightful, and it also felt strangely familiar,
almost like I had been a girl before. A
Further I was compelled by an unexplainable force, like a
guppetger had once again quided me into sy sister’s closet.
his time [ grabbed her favorite Easter frock from the
hanger, and skipped back to p{ rooe with it. My heart banged
so fard [ could almost hear its drumming beat. When I
slipped the satiny lavender lace dress over sy head, I was
overvhelmed with ecstasy, not onl{ betause of the sevual
stinulation that vas nev for me at that young age, but by
how ordinary and normal [ had felt in the lovely dress, and
like I had vorn a dress like this before. Growing up as
"Valerie® [ became extremely enthralled and intimate with
everything that's feminine, so I acquired a secret
collection of jewelry, dresses and other %xrlxsh itens.
Because it was painful and frustrated se to hold these
feelings inside, I created imaginary friends and actually
got so desperate as to steal a Barbie doll from a local
(CONTINUED, PG. 25)
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COMING QUT

by Cynthia n.-
(from “The Pi Delta Chi Educational Association)

S0 ¥9u vant to come out of the closet? Yours can be the
confines of ¥our home, or the confines of a group. But the
closet that [ refer to is that effort to den¥ the part of
your personality that needs to be expressed femininely. No
doubt you're fxghtxng the "great debate” within ¥ourse1f.
Why am I doing this? Why do [ enjoy doing this? The debate
probably consists of things like fear, confusion, and
perhaps a little paranoia. Relax. Evergone who has come out
of the closet to accept this part of themselves has faced
these emotions. o

First, the need to feel feminine is not an illness. The
nedical comnunxtz has not established a definitive cause for
this behavior,; however, the latest medical oelnlon suggests
that Kou probably didn't brzng this on yourself. Rather,
trough chemical processes tha be?an in the womb, a gattern
has Deen established in you that is lifelong. Regardless of
}he cause, one thing is clear: There is no recognizable

Second, this is not a perversion. If anything, the
perversion is the quilt, self-loathing, self-abuse and
self-destructiveness that we use to deny ourselves the right
to develop this part of our personality. The perversion is
also the isolation and substance abuse that we use to cover
up the confusion. Anything that denies the spirit and
prevents personal growth perverts. )

[t's time that ¥ouAexplore the positive and rid yourself
of the negative. It is far more healthy to fulfill the need
to feel feminine rather than to suggress it. By conln? out,
by accepting yourself, you CELEBRATE THE SELF. You will
begin the process of learning to accept ¥ourse1f and will
feel ﬁood about being Yqu. Remember, as far as we knov, you
only have one life to live here on earth. To live that life
in a R051t1ve manner is HEALTHY. To enjoy it will brxng out
all the good thin?s that you deserve. You will learn step by
step, day b{ day (remember, Rome wasn't built in a day!),
Hopefully, this will bring an inner peace because you will
have decided, once and for all, to end the war wagzng inside
gou. After all, if you're fighting yourself, can there ever

e a winner?

Now that we've established that you are not sick or
?erverted. let's address that big, bad old paranoia and

ear.

Certainly we all have to be careful vith our lifesttles.
But with a little planning, we can alleviate most of the
fear and paranoia. Here are three ideas that might help you
come out in a safe an sane manner.

1. RENT A POST OFFICE BOX. For less than $50.00 a year, you
can rent a box to receive all your mailings.

2. SEND FOR CATALOGS. You can buy everything you need from
tatalogs. They're also great to give You ideas as to the
current fashion. Remember vhen you call to place an order!
The companies only care about the green of your money, not

our gender.
5. JaIN A GROUP. Only though a grouﬁ can you further Kgur
education. Through a groug you can share vith people that
have traveled the samé path in life. Don’t worry, you won't
be judged, you will be helped.

So accept yourself fully, end the debate and embrace that
Eart of yourself that you've been fighting. Then live your

ife day by day, exploring all your emotions.

NATIONAL EVENTS % CONVENTIONS

We Want Everyone in 91!
Ninth Annual "Be All You Want To Be"
Cleveland Marriott - June 5-9, 1991

There will be something great for everyone in the CD/TS community.
So. plan now to treat yourself to the freshest "Be AN" of them all!

¢ Unique "cluster group” seminar schedule featuring new
seminar topics, speakers, information and motivation.

* Entertainment & Enjoyment ¢ Sisterhood & Brotherhood

JOIN OUR “Secret Stiletto™ SAVINGS PLAN!
Starting today, put just $15 a week in an old high
heel. By next June, youl be well heeled and lots of
your expenses for the "Be All" will be covered!

SPONSORS: PARADISE CLUB/CLEVELAND, CHI CHAPTER/CHICAGO,
TRANSPITT/PITTSBURGH, CROSSROADS/DETROIT.

Be Al You Want To Be
P.O. Box 5124, Willowick, OH 44095

Southeastern
Regional Conference
Presents

For information write: Linda Peacock
Sigma Epsilon
P. 0. Box 7241
Tallahassee, F1. 32314-7241

Box 368
Boston, MA 02215

o)
QW Mass.
<\9§ek
Q<®" " For more information
A write:
\99 Fantasia Fair
3 MR Kenmore Station,
%
Soes

GENDER-BENDER FACTOID: A surve‘aby the American Orthopedic
oot and Ankle Society shows that 88% of women surveyed wore
shoes that were at least a size too small. But the
discrepanc{ vas not found to be so much in the length, but
in the width. The average respondent said her shoe size vas
an 88, but when measured, her foot was an 8C. The ‘
difficulty, say the researchers, is that the heel vidth is
too broad 1n C-width shoes, and the shoes end up slipping
off the back of the women's feet.
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THIS SPACE IN "CROSS-TALK®
COULD BE YOURS FOR LESS THAN
YOU MIGHT THINK!

CALL (818) 776-83503 FOR DETAILS




Custom artwork by Fagan is
now available directly from
the artist. Have you ever
dreamed of having your own
portrait? Now it is possible.
We can work from your 5"x7"
(or larger) black and white or
color photographs.

An exclusive opportunity to
have the "look" that you’ve

always wanted in a piece of
original art.

Portraits and Drawings by comission:

*Fagan is now accepting personalized comissions for his
artwork. He can work from your 5"x7" or larger black and
white or color photograph. For portraits the photo must be clear
and feature a "full head” view. The artworks are presented on
white artists paper for the black and white or color drawings
and on artists canvas for the oil paintings. Allow 6 weeks from
the time your order is received. Drawing size is 12"x16",
painting size is 16"x24". Prices are as follows:

Black and White drawing $25.00 Shipping charges
are as follows:
Color pencil drawing $30.00
drawings $4.50
Oil painting (color) $50.00 | paintings $9.50

Please made check or money orders payable to JOHN FAGAN
and mail to: JOHN FAGAN, 19331 Newhaven Dr.,
Huntington Beach, CA. 92646 OR call: (714) 968-9124.

* We also have available a limited number of Fagan
"ORIGINALS" as seen in JM.P.G. and other publications.




CHANGING YOUR NAME:

by Amanda
(from the American Transsexual Education Center newsletter)

[Ed. Note: While the methods described in this article are
based on California law, those living in other states will
find the procedures similar.]

Common law is a_de facto method that seems to work well for
nost purposes. If vou are entering into transition -- that
15 to say, living full-tine as a member of your gender of
choice, you will shortly find that you will be needing a few
pieces of gender appropriate identification.

‘The most common piece of identification is the driver
license or state [.0. card. Thare is a relatively simple way
to go about doing this. Because peogle get married and
divorced all the time, most states have an apparatus in
place to expedite the process.

In California, DMV form 84-3 is a confidential medical
information authorization for change of name and gender
which can be picked up at an{ OMV office. This form calls
for a doctor’s signature, but I have seen it accepted with
the sx?nature of a social worker if the signatory is known
to thal DMV of fice. . ‘ _

Upon gresentatxon of this form you will be issued a new
driver license or I.0. card. It will be necessary for you to
appear in the office in your new gender so your photo can be

taken.

The catch (there is always a catch) is that you may be
asked for a picture 1.D. so as to demonstrate your identity
and thus prove that Kou are the person the forn refers to.

The simplest way which [ have found to achieve this is to
ﬁo to your public transportation coaﬁsn¥ and apply for a

andxtapggd bus pass. InL.A., the ssues a disabled
fare application which aust be signed by a doctor or social
vorker, but which requires no secondary piece of 1.0. to
accompany it. The nice thing about this method is that the
bus pass can be picked ug in a day or two, unlike the driver
license which takes six to eight weeks to arrive. )

Returning to the latter, I should mention that you will be
allowed to retain your old license even after you have
received the new one. [Ed. Note! This exemption to the “one
license to a person rule” only applies to transsexuals.
Transvestites and transgendersists mist still surrender_the
old license or [.D. card if they wish a change of name.] A
vord of warning: Don't go out with both pieces of
identification or you may find yourself charged with attengt
to defraud. One gender and one gender ONLY is all you should
have on you at any one time, and that should be consistent
with your gender of presentation. If you are still chanaing
back and farth, perhaps for work, keep each piece of I.U. In
the right wallet. _ .

Once you have gone through this, DMV will place your

Now
Three Issues
Each Year

OUR
SORORITY

THE HUMAN OUTREACH AND ACHIEVEMENT
INSTITUTE
1S PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT:

DUR SORORTT

WILL BE PUBLISHED THREE TIMES A YEAR FOR SUBSCRIBERS
NON-SUBSCRIBERS WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE OUR
ANNUAL GROUPS AND NATIONAL EVENTS ISSUE

D K 50 PN ) o 5 £ G 2 i —
Subscribe for $10 a year to : OUR SORORITY
POB 11254, Lincolnia Station, Alexandnia, VA., 22312
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THE COMMON LAY METHOD

records into a closed file which is not available for public
inspection. In this way, they protect your privacy. To get a
printout of your records for insurance or other purposes,

you vill need to go to a OMV office and gresent your 1.D. to
3 sgeervxsor who w1ll have the password to access your file.

With your new driver license or I.0. card, you can valk
over to the Social Security office and 3et the name changed
on their records as well as DEIH% issued a new card. This is
just a matter of fx;lxne out another form. This time {ou
w1ll not need an¥ signature besides your own. You will keep
the same number that you have always had so there is no need
to vorry about a loss of benefits. Your sex will not be
changed until after {ou have had SRS and gresent ther with a
letter from your doctor, but that information does not
apBear on your card anyway. . )

on't vorrK about paying taxes with ¥-2s in two different
names. The IRS doesn’t care what your name is as long as
your socital security account number is the same. )

Next, you will most likely want to open a bank account in
your nev name. This you may do with your new 1.0, just as
you have dome in the past, or you la{ vant to ?ut an AKA on
your existing account. If you elect to do the latter, you
vill be able to cash or deposit checks regardless of which
name they may be made out to. Nases on your checks may be
anything {ou vant ... either or both. You may wish to have
checks printed in two sets, one for hie and one for her. It
1s ug to you; whatever you think would work best far vou,
the bank will do. They just want your somey and really don't
care about gender issues. .

Credit cards na‘ be the easiest thing of all to change.
Vhat many people have done is to simply have the card
company issue a second card on your existing account, as
they would for a sgouse. In this way, once again you have a
credit card for both genders. How convenient. If you do not
use {our.male card and always pay your bills with chacks
grxn ed in the female name, in time you may want to change

he name ®Hn the account with a history of paysents in tha
new name alread¥ established. You then bypass any trouble
that t?e lack of a credit history for your nes name zay
resent.

; Once ¥ou have done these things, saybe also taken a class
at the local comnunity college ?ge@t:pg an 1.D. there alsal,
{ou are well on your wa{ to esta llshlng a paper trail that
he new person exist. Other thxngs nay De a phone book
lxstxng, a change with the utilily companies, and reteiv:ng
nail. After about a rear, you are who you now call yoursal
and the old you is almost gone.

[Next month! Changing your name through the courts.l}

V ‘Vemon},\‘pecuz[:ws. nc.
Yourone-stopplacetoshop. Bymailorinperson.

* Cbu"u = lhm &Flllig.IBSiz FAX your oraer’
'Lm«&tzexaumg&Awes:m
* Casmetics & Professional Makeup Lessons
*Shoes & Boaths - Sz 4 - 14WW | Heels to 6°
* Basics to Exotic Lingerie for Women and Men
* Corsetry - Wigs - Jewelry - Hosiery - Breast Forms
Something 4 every lifestyle - because we care /
Send $20 (U S Funds) for jatest c

Mon./Tues/Thurs. 10 am - 6 pm Wed & Fri Noon- 8pm Sat. 10am -5 pm

Special Assistance & Private AQOontmerts - Anytime.

386- CT Moody St., Waltham, Ma. 02154 (617)894-1744
WE'RENOT#1 YOU ARE
Mai Order Specialists Spanming the GlobeCateringto the NeedsofEveryone!




NATIONAL HOTLINES

[This list of telephone nuabers of local groups is provided
by "Cross-Talk” as a service to the gender community.]

Alpha Chapter Tri-Ess, Los An?eles:

Atlanta Educational Gender In

Beta Chi Chapter Tri-Ess, Mississippi:
Boulton & Park Society, San Antonio!
Chi Chagter Tri-Ess, Ehica 0.

Chi Del _

Chicago Gender Society:

Cross=Port, Cincinnati:

Cr¥sta1 Club, Central Ohio:

Delta Omega Chagter Tri-Ess, Dallas:
Educational TV Channel, San Francisco:
Enerald Cxt{, Seattle!

Gender Identity Center, Denver:

Hawaii Transgendered Outreach, Honolulu:

Heart of Texas Gender Alliance, Austin:
Hierarchy, Philadelphia:

Long I[sland Femme Expression, NY:

My Choice, Baltimore.

Neutral Corner, San Diego:

Northwest Gender Alliance, Portland:
Powder Puffs of Orange @ountg, Anaheinm;
Rainbow Gender Association, San Jose:
Renaissance, Philadelphia:

Renaissance LSV Chapter, Harrisburg PA:
Sacramento Gender Association:

St. Louis Gender Foundation:

Tau Chi Chagter Tri-Ess, Houston:
Tiffany Club, Boston:

Toronto Crossdressers Club, Canada:

Transgenderists Indeﬁendence Club, Albany:
gh:

Transpitt, Pittsbur

0. Service:

a Mu Chapter Tri-Egs, New York City:

(213) 876-614]
(404) 325-7055
(601) 982-7678
(512) 657-2540
(708) 364-9514

2) 892-6454
5) 425-5240
8) 446-6753
1) 732-4546
9) 236-1586
503) 774-8463
(714) 779-9013
(408) 984-4044
(215) 630-1437
(717) 780-1578
(916) 441-8379
(314) 567-8615
(713) 988-8064

o~~~ -~

)
; 436-4513

and

+ Sensuous clothing
in stock - szes 6-20

« Magazines, Books,

+ Evervthing vou need
to make vour preferred
image complete.

-

Bv Maul or in Person
For Canlogs call

« Lingerie. Corsets, (780 3N:6498
Gloves, Rubber, Or send $5.00 to:
Hosierv, Leather, Versale Fashions
and More P.O. Box 1051

Tusan, CA 92681

* E:gt:o:xghheeh Visat our Store at
- & in Vensatile Fashions
szes 6-14 1925 E. Lincoin Bivd.

Ansheim, CA 2805

Near St. College Blvd.

Store phone number:
(714) 776-1510

Videos

§QNOVATIVE CLOTHING OF THE NINETIES

~ Esabiancd (977 " ﬁ‘ii \
i

|
|

|

P
Ve

1680 N.

TAFT BUILDING,

SATURDAY,
9:00 PH -

UINE ST. -

CORNER OF HOLLYWOOD BLVD.

FREE ADMISSION
NO-HOST NON-ALCOHGLIC BAR
or B.Y.0.B.

CALL (213)

962-1676 FOR

JUNE 29
2:00 AN

#307-A

INFORMATION

GIRLS NIGHT OUT
TV/TS PARTY

AND OPEN HOUSE FOR THE NEW

BREAKTHROUGH BOUTIQUE
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MIRAGE BREAST FORMS
CAN HELP YOU TO “Be All You Want To Be”

Imagine a breast
form that
attaches to your
body so that they
not only look and
feel natural, but
you can wear
braless.

We also have:
Wigs

Lingerie

Magazines

How to books

Story books

And most products to help you feel complete.

For more information please send $5.00 to:
Mirage
Box 6678-F, Glendale, CA 91225-0678

GENDER-BENOER FACTOID: Pantyhose, as we all know, is light,
vara and supportive. L.M. Boyd, in his syndicated column,
quotes one officer of the law as thinking we'd be amazed if
we knew how many policemen wear pantyhose.

GENDER-BENDER FACTOID: According to the American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surqeons, there is a 76% increase in gressure on
the ball of a foot when walking in a shoe with a 3" heel.
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"CROSS-TALK" accepts articles for publication from both
subscribers and non-subscribers.

Pli?sg use the following quidelines when preparing your
articles:

3 If you have an IBM compatible computer, we can accept
erther 3X* diskettes or SY* disks (double-sided, double-
density). Please convert text files to ASCII format
before saving (this is sometimes called "text only” or
"thhout,fornattin?') and use the file extension *.00C"
when naeing the file.

¥ When creating files, please only use the "Return” or
“Enter® key at the end of paragraphs. Do not hit it at the
end of every line.

¥ If you are using any other type of comguterl word
processor, or typewriter, please submit articles already
printed out, scanner-ready (using a new ribbon if

ossible), single-spaced, with good contrast and without
andwritten cross-outs or inserts.

% Handwritten articles (legibly written or hand-printed) are
acceptable but should be subnitted as far in advance of
deadline as possible.

Send your contributions to:
"Cross-Talk”
P.0. Box 944
Woodland Hills, CA 91365

Deadline for articles is the third Saturday of the month
preceding issue date.

EUICK QUOTE. *It would be great to be both sexes.
eninate wen intrique me more than anything in the world.
[ see them as my alter egos. I think like a guy, but ['a

feminine. So I relate to feminine men.” -- Madonma, in
"Vanity Fair”



THE OMBUDSTRAN ...
damned all others.

Our obligation is not to grotgst that we hurt no one so
long as there are those that still fear, envt, and from that
hate us and hurt us. Rather, me must find out how, why and
who we hurt, and set about finstigointing that out to them,
since they, as auch as the najority of our minority, seee to
be involved in that closed loop of pain -- for the most part
unccnsciouslz. This demands that we be scrupulously true to
ourselves, which fortunately we are able to do, since ours
is not b{ half the mythic, 1llusory world that others would
have us think. )

Simply, it's 1ntegr1t¥ and discipline to be first true to
the inner being and to let it free on the outside through
the conscious control that clothing and naming provides, as
ve do, than to deny its existence and bury it deeply in some
hope of making the surface %ortion real as a lone sanol of
oneness (or monism). We do true dualism, they do false
monism. Ve come to a reunion with ourselves and each time
find our true monism in which both are Rarts of the whole.
The¥ lapse into a false dualism in which the denied other
self becomes their unconscious and jealous master/mistress.

Freud and Jung observed all this, and from where do you
think they got it? Us and the ancestoral Shamans. It is of
the past, present, and future all in one. It is the
sg;ce/tlne. life/death, man/woman continuum, and no one
; ing comes first for those who would truly be consciously

uman.

The rou?h vith the smooth is what liberty demands.
Equality is proven by that self-confidence. We have to show
gurgelzﬁs as husan beings, not aliens, and accept that we OO

urt others.

HAVE YOU ASKED A FRIEND TO
SUBSCRIBE TO "CROSS-TALK"?

GENDER-BENDER FACTOID: Among the memorabilia at the Roy
Ro?ers Fuseun 1n Victorville, CA is "Butterailk”, who was
Dale Evans’' mount for so many years. The horse, sho died in
1972, had something in common with the world's most famous
collie; like Lassie, she was a he.

HELPFUL HINT: If you're tall and heavn, go with big, bold
and bright Jewelr¥ and accessories; they™ll give vou an air
of style and confidence, as well as being in'proportion with
your whole image. Look for gwegpin? shawls, unusual tells
vith blg buckles and dramatic jewelry (large pins, cuff
bracelefs, long necklaces). Dainty accessaries will sake the
rest of you appear larger by contrast.

We Carry:

Dresses, Skirts,
Lingerie, Shoes,
Wigs,
Beard Cover,
Make-Up,

. Garter Bels,
Waist Chinchers,
Corsets,

e CLASSIC PUMPS ¢
e STAGE PUMPS ¢
Maids Uniforms,

SIZES 9 0 14 Breast Forms,

RED & BLACK LEATHER Bras,
OR PATENT LEATHER Nylon Hose,

5" or6"” HEELS Pantyhose

Crotchless &
Just $95.00 includes S& H (Ganer Belt)
Calilornia residents add 6% % sales tax

Phone orders with M/C or Visa

MANY OTHER STYLES OF
SHOES IN STOCK!

« MAKE-UP
LESSONS
By Appointment

THE GENDER COMMUNITY: A DISCUSSION ...

soneone stand in judgment and assume their way is the only
vay? What supreme arrogance and colossal egotism! Yet, most
of us do it in some small va¥ throughout our own life. This
is why there is such a need for coming together and
understanding the various elements in our comeunity.

You vant to be careful about revealing yourself if (ou
decide to go public because some become hostile, or at least
?a551vely a?gressxve, if they are confused. You upset their

rame of reference by telling them that black is white and
UR is down. A lot of folks become very defensive about this.
The same holds true if they perceive someone anatomically
aale their entire life, who suddenly declares hiwself female
as a gender choice. By confusing their frame of reference,
Eeople aren't able to peg you into a convenient slot and the
ind of defensive hostility, bigotry, or social ostracisa
that results can hara jobs, relationships, and the
tranquility of life in general. The solution is educating
the public to separate concepts of sex and gender as the
difference betwveen what's between Kour legs and what's
betwveen your ears. Our concept of how eeople viev themselves
is their business and there is no rightness or wrongness
attached to it, ) ) o

In the Nineties, if a young girl envisions herself as an
athlete or future U.S. president nowadays no one balks, but
the goung_bo‘ vho envisions hinself as a dressmaker is in
trouble right from the start in our nervous, homophobic
society. To educate the public takes time, effort, and a
desire to change things. )

H{ hope is that this article is provocative and
controversial enough to stimulate open discussion as to how
ve nl?ht further our goals. For the futurists among you,
speculate on the various dynamics of role expectations in
the future, a future in which women take on more
responsibility and equal pay. This is a sensible approach to
living. My hope is that the discussion will also include
conaon_?oals of the Gay, Lesbian, D&, TV, T, and TS
community and how we can all work together instead of
;orking at opposite ends, diluting the strength that we do

ave

Merissa has spoken of a long term goal in the Nineties to
encourage the ?rofe551ona1 corunity to have transvestisa
and transsexualism removed from the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. The Gay coalunltr
had themselves removed from the DSM and we hope that we'll
be off of the list as well. By doing this, we will help to
de-stigmatize our group.

[Next month: A summary of the series.]
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FASHION NOTEBOOK...

idea is that once zou are color coded to a seasonal group
then you can use the associated colors for that season as a
guide in selecting colors for your wardrobe.

Determining {our season may not be easy, but it can be
fun. You may already have an inkling of your season if you
have an extensive wardrobe and you can identify some of the
outfits as always looking good on you and dravlng
compliments from friends, while other outfits make you feel
uncomfortable without exactly knowing why.

Your clothes, ?articularly upeer body garments and hair,
provide a frame for your face. Your face, aided by makeup,
provides a frame for your eyes which should be the focal
point of your person. The eyes are usually the initial
contact point when encountering another person and the{
should be the focal point of contact during a conversation.

The color of your eyes should be Your nost dominant
feature in deteraining Lour seasonal group. Analyzing eye
color under natural light conditions 1s a good activity for
a small group. Have each person observe your eyes and write
down the impression of the color they see. You na‘ vant to
repeat this under different lighting conditions. Hopefully
you will ?et_a na:orxtr opinion.

The following eye colors are categorized according to
seasonal groups:
SUMMER AUTUMN VINTER
Light Blue Dark Brown Black
Clear Blue Hazel Deep Blue
Bluish Gray Amber Reddish Brown
Greenish Gray Pale Green Dark Green

In addition to eye color, your natural hair color may help
to determine your seasonal group. The following hair colors
are categorized according to seasonal groups:

SUMMER AUTUMN VINTER

Ash Blonde Reddish Brown Dark Brown
Strawberry Blonde Auburn Black
Silver Ash Brown i

Vhite
Frosted Blonde
This table can be used in reverse, once you have determined
your seasonal group, you can use the tab{e in selecting a
v1% color.

n

the conclusion of this article, we'll see what colors
look best for each seasonal group.
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EVIDENCE OF A FEMININE PASTLIFE ...

departwent store, She became my best friend who I would sake
clothes for and talk to about my probleas.

Proudly, I have never regretted this childhood of aine,
and have always considered” the plastic bracelet to be a gift
from an angel, who sent me of on a path to discover the life
[ nov live. Besides my clandestine desires to be a girl,
other curiosities had ripened, that I guess weren't txﬁxcal
for a teenage boy. [ was fascinated by the eerie and ihe
unknown, especia l{ events related to the cosmos, ancient
civilizations and the supernatural. At that time they all
seemed unrelated, but as I continued to dress up like a
girl, I became physically, mentally and spxrltuaIIY
sensitized. All my interests became interwoven as [ began to
sense the deeper meaning of my life. Soon [ had blossomed
into a talented artist and poet, much to the surprise of my
parents and myself. The colors, forms, and textures of I{
world became so intensely beautiful that I would cry at the
sight of a red rose or a kitten. At times I could hear what
others were thinking in ay aind. And when [ learned that
some ancient civilizations believed in life after death and
reincarnation, I also did. That was because since I was a
chxid, the emotions persisted that I had lived before as a
girl.

When the first man to walk the dusty surface of the moon
did so on my fifteenth birthday, I perceived this to be some
sort of an omen, and celebrated late that evening by
candlelight with my dolls and bracelet, sweetly dressed in

‘girlish delights. A month later I packed up I‘.favorxte
t xngs and ran avay from home. Then out of my delicate
identity of Valerie, "Janet® ea511{ surfaced because she vas
someone who had already existed within l{llnner-bexng.

Living as Janet out on the streets full-time wasn't always
fun. Because when I was discovered to be a male, [ was beat
up and rejected by close girl and boy friends. { had been
raped and abused in every way imaginable. And along this
sometines suffering road, [ always knew someone was watching
over me, ?uldlng ne from one experience to the next.

On sy 2Tst b1rthda{. *Vicky" enerﬁed from within me. She
had an inborn quest to answer all those questions I had
during my adolescence. This of course led to the study of
biology and ph{sics ... she researched geology and then
anthropolog¥. hen psygholog¥ letaehysxcs. astronony and
astrology.”I enrolled ina ¢ ty college as Vzgkr to shape ey
artistic abilities and learn some lxterarz skills. Hovever,
vhat finally led to a firm belief foundation vas the .
?ractice of antediluvian sorcer¥. Through ten years of this

somehow remained sane, yet all this wisdom became too much
for l{ feeble mind to cope with. [ withdrew from the )
gract ce and stud{ of books and became who I am now. VWendi

eabreeze, named to s¥|bollze a moving force and turbulence.
Yet I an calm, romantic and sometimes very ethereal. Valerie
lived to be sweet and to mature, Janet to escape and
experience, Vicky to learn and practice, and Vendi to love
and share. o o .
One probles I have in explaining hov the spiritual being
influences my personality and yours, is that we are all so
complex. The blologist in the lab declared we inherit our
identities through ONA passed from parent to child ... the
psychologist states that our adolescent environment,
experiences and parent dominance creates our adult
identities. The astrologer says that the planets and the sun
and moon dictates the fate of our character, and the
squltuallst teaches the doctrine of reincarnation and may
tlain that past life memories and idiosyncrasies can leap
into our consciousness. Within these four branches of
knovledge exist many truths and many misleading facts. For
an example, read the daily newspaper astrological coluan.
Most of what is written is so vague that it Could fit almost
anyone. However, because [ know |¥se1f (born on the cus? of
Cancer and Leo), I realize I really do have the personality
(sun sign) of both Cancer and Leo. [ cannot find any other
sign in the zodiac that is compatible with "my® character.
The much deeper wisdom behind astrology is the vibrational
patterns (music of the spheres) that reaches earth to
perneate our electromagnetic forms. Human biology studies

ERRATA

Ve have learned that two articles that appeared in recent
issues of "Cross-Talk" were fictitious in nature, but
presented as fact. Both appeared in the "Qdds & Ends”
column: In September, the report of a facial transplant
?rogedure; and in December, a report that the Arkansas
egislature had passed a lav forcing crossdressers to
undergo sex-reassignment sur?er . Both items had originally
appeared in the newsletter of the Indiana Crossdressers
Society (IXE). The author of the two news items, Elaine
Edvards, confessed to the hoax in the most recent IXE
nevsletter, explaxnlng that she had inserted them to prowe
her point, which was that information in gender communit
publications cannot be trusted to be factual. "Cross-Talk”,
vhile regrettan the reprint of these articles, condemns the
perpetration of this hoax b{ Ms. Edwards in order to lend
credence to a statement that could not have been proven by
previously existing circumstances.
Ve have also been advised that the article "Society and
Gender Alblgu1ty' which ap in the January "Cross-Talk®
vas not authored by Jaclyn of Neutral Corner, as
indicated in the byline. Th icle originally appeared in
the Tri-Ess national magazine “The Femme Mirror® i )
and was authored by “Cross-Talk" subscriber Andrea . Ve
regret the erroneous byline.
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our ph{Siological nakeup. The gractice of psychology, whith
recently has begun to be accepted as a medical science,
analyzes our personality characteristics
(a??ressxveness/passiveness, temperance, emotions,
self-control). .

In spite of all this knoqled?e ['ve accumulated, nothing
logically explains the magic of a sxngle plastic bracelet,
except for my belief that [ was a girl in a previous
lifetime, and I had cherished a real pearl bracelet with all
8y heart and soul. This faith has been the remedy for me to
:ugvxve and cope with the caustic and dangerous world of

oday.

Where one sees ugliness, [ see beauty. Where one sees
shame, I see pride. Where one sees veakness, | see strength.

Where someone searches, [ discover. Where one hoards, |

share. Where one hates, [ love. L
Remember, when you're in a dress you've found your spirit,
and your own feminine essence is elevated to new heights.
Even within this infinite circle of our lives. Having
vritten all this, I should tell you I once again wear a real

pearl bracelet around ay tiny wrist. I have and cherish a
gorgeous lavender lace ?own, and have finallz found
n

appiness with myself, friends, and lovers. And in sy nind's
eye [ can see you all, under the bright glow of your own

halo!
25



= ELLIOT ROGERS'

“OUTSTANDING ILLUSIONS...
HE’S GREAT!”

—PATRICIA ROBERTS,
LA. PRESS CLUB

“HAUNTING...BEAUTIFUL...
THE STARS ARE ALIVE”

—DIANE PRITCHARD,
CASTING CALL

“JIMMY JAMES SHOULD REST...
ELLIOT ROGERS IS FAR SUPERIOR”

—AMISTRESS JACQUELINE,
L.A. X-PRESS

“FABULOUS AND ENTERTAINING”

—KATEY SAGAL,
“MARRIED...

WITH CHILDREN”

‘1 THOUGHT HE WAS A WOMAN...
INCREDIBLE PERFORMANCE”

—KAREN BLACK,
MOVIE STAR

“THE ONLY QUEEN WHO WILL
FILL MY SLIPPERS”

—CRAIG RUSSELL,
STAR OF “OUTRAGEOUS”

ELLIOT ROGERS AS MARILYN MONROE

y

1
PERFORMING LIVE THE VOICES OF:
BETTE DAVIS — ETHEL MERMAN
CAROL CHANNING — JUDY GARLAND
SHIRLEY TEMPLE

...AND MORE!






