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LISTING WON BY GAY GROUPS
The Nev York Tiaes

NEW YORK - Beginning with its 1989-90 editions, the NYNEX Yellow Pages will be
reorganized to include a previously unpublished listing: gay and leshian
Serylcas,

Arguing that since they are out here, they should be in there, sembers of the
Gay and lesbian Alliance Against Defamation asked the NYNE! Corp. in 1987 to
establish a separate listing in the Yellow Pages for organizations that offer
specralized services for gay people.

NATIONAL GENDER NEWS
fenaissance News Val. 3, No.l

Eserald City's (Seattle) ladies are smarting from a “stink® over TV/TS use of
public vosen's restrooms. A citizen wrote to the city paper 3sking if she had
t0 tolerate a TV 1in the Ladies room. The nevspaper sought out counsel who
delivered the opinion that the Public Accommcdation lav did not extend to the
'prxvacr' of the restroom. Looks like the Mayor agrees. (Seattle has a lav that
rohibits discrimination agalnst TVs and TSs in Public Accommodations). Janice
an Cleve is not one to shirk a zooﬂ fight and she will pursue the issue vith
the city council and the Human Rights Coasission.
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calendar

P meetines
Mar 11

Mar 25

Regular meetings of the XX Club are
held the second and fourth saturdays of
the sonth at Christ Church Cathedral
45 Church Street, Hartford, CT, at 2 ok
sharp. (Located at the corner of Church
and Main Streets in the downtown area
across from 6. Fox.) If you believe you
are gender dysphoric, you are welcome
to visit and find out more about our
group and yourself. The XX Club is not
4 social organization, though wve do
socialize artter the aeetings with
munchies. We attempt to provide Eeer
suEpnrt and practical information about
making the gender transition, as well
as information for the Gender Identity
Clinic of New England, We are not a
transyestite group, There 1s no fee
not yet) to attend our meetings, but a
yearly subscription to this newsletter
vill assist in our outreach and
educational work. ALl other ascnetary
donations accepted cheerfully.

Saturday,
Saturday,

VIDEO TO BE SHOWN

A BSally Jessy iafhaei Show taped
earlier this year will be shown at the
seeting on March 1l. This shov features
three female-to-sale  transsexuals:
Nick, Steve and John. Also on the show
is Dr. Terrence Malloy, professor of
Urology at the Pennsylvania Hospital
who describes with visual aids the
latest techniques in phalloplasty as
perforaed br the surgeons at that
hospitai. F-to-M meabers of the XX Club
ady not want to aiss this video.

e hope to have the technical difficul-
ies vith the Geraldo shov tape with Sr,

BUSINESS

TREASURER’ $
REPORT

Balance - froa January $1152.74
INCONE:
Collections - meetings 17.23
Newsletter subscriptions 228.00
Brochure sales 84.50
IFBE sales 75.50
CDS sales 40.00
Donations 33.00
Savin?s interest 3.2
Total Income $485.47
EXPENSES:

Refreshaents 25.92
Newsietter 12.00
Postage 73,33
Supplies 43.12
CDS purchase 50.00
J2CP Eur:hise 125.00
Bank Fee an)

Total Expenses  $342.09

Net Income for February $143.38

Balance - end of February $1296.12

TIP CHANGES ADDRESS
by John Prowett

The Tramssexaals in Prisop Program
(TIP) has amoved from Little Rock,
Arkansas to Meamphis, Tennessee. TIP has
a listing of many /TS sisters behind
bars  who  seek friendship  and
correspondence from TVs and TSs on the
outside. Write us for a listing, please
include a donation to cover the cost of
reproduction and postage, contact:

Nr. John Provett
TIP (Transsexuals In Prison)

Mary Elizabeth on the ftopic of Helghxs Office
transsexxuals in prison fixed for 1373 Sipes
shoving in April. Nemphis, TN 38127
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EDITORIAL

Picture this, Europe, tens of thousands of !ears ago. Hanr
of the peice*ul. agrarian based communities live in peacfu

bliss. Their gods are from nature thel also vorship the
duality of a male/female deity. Al s liss, contentaent.
The eating of animal flesh is a supplesent to a Erilarilv
vegetarian diet. Without warning, hoards of war like fribes
sweep down from the north; the peaceful people are crushed,
enslaved and taught new things, like the worship of male
deities.

Let's Eo back even further, to a tise when vomen wvere held
in high estees hr the men, vho weren’t even avare that it
vas their carnal coupling with the women that produced
progeny. Wosen folk are honored by the sen. Wosan is the
?1ver of life, the bearer of fruit and the cultivator of
ood plants. Man becomes the hunter, the destroyer, the
killer. He argues asong his own kind.

Man learns to compete vith the women by bringing home more
and more gase, he fiaﬁts for territory. This 1s what [ have
doe. Loot at »e. look at »y stremgth, »ay cusning, »y
prowess... Woman has slipped a fev notches in esieea and
social level. Men discover it is they who sake the vosen
pregnant. Man is the giver of [ife. Wosan becomes a
receptacle, second class to the =an, she is physically
veaker, meant to toil at tasks men consider beneath thea.
The sase thing happened in the Midle East a long time ago.

Enter nov, the Judaeo-Christian era. Man is now firaly
established as the ruling gender of the planet. He has long
ceased competing for resources with the female and deals
only with other aen. He asakes the laws, establishes
tradition, amasses soney, vealth and power. The concept of
an ail powerful male gendered god comes natural. Man blames
Eve, the original woman as the Ferpetrator of his downfall
in the eyes of Bod. (But that's another story...) Woman
will forever suffer the pain of childbirth and must bow
down to her master, aan. Why, because God said so, or
rather, that's what san said God said.

The Christians borrowed this evil Eve concept for their
creation story in Benesis, which is a patriarchial revision
of the earlier Middle Eastern creation ayths. According to
Hebrew tradition, Adaa’s first wife vas Lilith, vho refused
to subordinate herseif to Adas or the male Bod. She was
later turned into a demon to scare children at bedtime. In
earlier days, Lilith vas the primordial earth aother.

Let's return to 1989 and I'11 drop the other smeaker. A
nusber of leaders in the TV/TS community were really
really upset with the Toilet Traiming editorial rebutta
and the cartoon that ridiculed the physical appearance of
TVs (January Twenty Ninates). 1 heard rumors that some
believed [_was not in favor of a lav being passed
protecting TS people in public restrooss. So let's put the
rusors aside and ['11 set the record straight.

By opin;on: Transvestites should have no legal right to use
vosen's public restrooms. And...crossdressed pre-op N-F
transsexuals and non-crossdressed post-ops have no need for
protection under the law in public teilets. If one looks,
acts and talks like a woman from the vaist up, there is no
need for legal protection. Degree of physical beauty or
ugliness is not & factor. Transsexuals should be protected
against discrimination in such serious areas as employment,
housing, education and etc. This toilet issue among the TVs
is frivolous, a part of their ever increasing fea fantasy
trip and little more than a ruse o gain further
recognition and status in their hobDy-quest of expressing
their “femininify'. But nov it’s been dragged into public
viev, Transsexuals do not seek to be visible. Visibilty
destroys anonflity. Loss of anonymity tan be very qpsettxna
in anyone's life. Ask a TV if he's afraid of being foun

out. This is not a game as it is vith the TVs. This 1s life
and the pursuit of happiness and Noa's apple pie without
gender dysphoria.

Transvestites clain varyin?_ degrees of gender dysphoria,
ender dysfunction, conflict, euphoria or whatever.
hey're still guys dressing up in moasy's clothes. They're
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still guys vho can go home after a CD function or party and
return to their lucrative male jobs vith ail the assoriated
trapg:ngs and social status that go with having male
genitalia.

At a recent Twenty Clud meeting, the subjects of toilets
and IFBE were discussed. Here are sosme excerpts from that
meeting: °TVs shouldn't have legal access to wvomen's
toilets®, *Many laws are ineffective®, *There is no need
for a lav ?emmng T5s legal access to public toilets®

"TVs and T8s are different...", “People ([vomenl wan

privacy (from menl...*, "TVs are attracted to the feminine
disension of their personalities and this leads %o an
unrealistic and glorified display of femininity®, “The main
difference between TVs and TSs is that unlike transvestisa,
transsexualisa is not a continuua®. In regards to IFGE, the
comsents wvere: "You will never win everYnael over 1601'.
*Conventions...they won't change the world in a hundred
yea{:', "Those with a mission tend to live in a dream
vorld®,

Canon Jones said, “The transvestite is gender conflicted
while the transsexual is gender dysphoric.® Someone else
added that most TVs make no effort to 'fea' up their acts.
All their masculinity shows through the glamorized glitz of
their aakeup and vigs.

It vas pointed out that while [FBE is a such needed and
worthwhile organization, the persons 1in charge are
?reuca1aant1y mnale crossdressers vwith a few T6s or wanna-be
9s thrown in. The; harbor sale attifudes and pred{udices.
It 1s a man's vorld, even alon? the hundreds of V/CD/TS
groups scattered around the country. Some TVs treat TSs the
same way they treat vomen, like second class chattel.

The IFGE convention is not cheap. Most TS people can't
afford the high prices, but the guys can, just like they
can afford crates of makeup, hundreds of dresses and dozens
of vigs. Many TSs are effectively barred from attending by
virtue of economics. Most of the Yrugrans offered at the
convention are geared and tastefully qa:kaged to cater to
the transvestite. A fev smart wvosen like J. L. MWhite of
NYC, have seized the opportunity to exploit the TV
comsunity vith such fare as scarf tying 10! and a 50 minute
Aloe Vera facial and reflexology session. At a dollar a
minute, that’s a good Efoflt margin. All this is carefully
planned to appeal to "the vosan vithin® the aan. Good for
you Jolynne. Get thes in their pocketbooks.

IFGE vas quick to honor Charles (Virginia) Prince by the
coveted Virginia Prince award. Coveted by whoa? Certainly
not the T5s. Hey IFBE, how come there's no Christine
Jorgensen awvard for the most nutstandlng and/or hirduorki:ﬂ
transsexual in a pseudo documentary with a Moog synthesiz
susic soundtrack?

IFGE was a dreas. It is nov reality, It is designed to
serve a wide range of people through education and
outreach. There are many hardworking pecple at IFGE
headquarters and in various towns and cities across the
nation. These are some of the leaders.

There are no leaders in the transsexual community because
of the nature of the beast. It isn't a continuum, resesber?
We come and go, discover and vanish, conquer and fade auar.
We have no substance, no clout, no politcal pull, at least,
not as transsexuals., As a people, we eagerl eabrace
sainsiream society. The transsexval bhas too rnng been
carried on the coatails of the CD community. Lip service?
Perhaps, I really don't kmow what to call it. [ do know
one thing, I think it's high tise some of us in the
transsexual community made our feelings and voices heard in
the CD community.

We're just a tiny grouﬂ of people fating a comson probles
of wvhatever intensity Nature happens to lay on us. We're
not special, ve don’t vant fancy labels or fame, ve don’
vant pity either. All ve vant is compassion, :nJirst;ndxng
and a chance to be what we are without others telling us
hov to live our lives,
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THE XX CLUB
REPLY TO WBZ
Dear Mr. Bergeron,

On May 235th, 1988, the gquests on your television progras
vere Sister Mary Elizabeth from California, Mr. David
Naxvell from Chicago, and the Reverend Camon Clinton R.
Jones from Hartford, (T., director of the Gender Identity
Clinic of New Enqiand. The subject for discussion was
transsexvalise. A nusber of Twenty Club seabers were in
your studio audience, and a video tape vas asade of the
progras to be shown a couple of weeks later at our club
aeeting.

Everyone who vieved your program thought it was well done
and presented the Ernh eas of gender dysphoria and
transsexualisa in an honest, sincere and straight forvard
l:?ne;. All of us at the Twenty Club sincerely lauded your
efforts.

On Wednesday, January 4th, 1989, you did a progras on
gender confusion. Your guests were a New York City
salpractice lavyer, a forser Male-to-Fesale tramssexual, a
post-operative emale-to-Male  transsexwal, and a
representative of the Outreach Institute of Boston. This
program vas taped and shown at our January 14th meeting.

Though you werz open ainded and displayed an honest atteapt
for truth, two of the guests were inappropriate and did
sore to misinfors and hurt the true plight of gender
dysphoric persons than to educate the general public.

Brian, the former N-F transserual, was not representative
of the hundreds of true tramssexuals vho seek release from
their pain through tounselin1: horaone therapy and surge[y.
Brian vas indeed, someone who nearly did the wrong thin
for all the wrong reasons. He made it clear that he did no
feel like a vomsan trapped in a man's body, but atteapted to
escape from his homosexuality by living out a fantasy in an
isagined lifestyle that would grant his attention and
greater acceptance. This vas not gender confusion at all.

More disturbing were the words of Dr. Wachsean, quite an

unfortunate choice for a amedical professional, who in his

volcanic manner, made it quite clear he vas against all of

this transsexval business. He stated that no insurance

company will pay for the sex-reassigneant surgery and that

;:t:s antzilega procedure in many states. He was wrong on
counts,

While the sex-reassignaent sur?ery is not perforsed in all
states, there are a nuaber of reasons for this, such as
lack of qualified surgeons, questions th; sose) over the
validity over such surgery, the concern of public reaction
and pressures from various groups. Transsexuals are not
psychotic persons who have their bodies sutilated. In this
tase, Dr. Wachsman ais-uses the term mutilation since he
¥as ohvlousIJ emotionally distraught. The aesthetic
appearance and physical functioning of amost transsexuals’
reconstructed genitals are more than well received to saI
the least. Having their anatomical sex aatch their interma

gender identity is a much sought after goal that uswally

ring tresendous esotional relief,

There is quite an arduous path to be folloved by the
genuinely afflicted transsexwal person. While sose
individuals may fool some of the doctors sose of the tise,
they usually end up by fooling thesselves as well and live
to regret it later., A more knovledgeable medical
professional would have better educated the vieving
audience than the likes of Dr. Wachsaan.

"he Twventy Club lauds your attespts to bring educational
rograssing to the Boston area, and ve do realize however,
.t may be difficult at times to present all sides in an
equal and fair light.

Sincerely,
Meabers of the Tventy Club

. e e e e ———————————

FEATURES

(EDITOR'S NOTE...We thank the members of the Twenty Club
who submitted letters for our reply to Tom Bergeron. A copr
of this nevsletter vill be sent to MNr. Bergeron a
Television station WBI in Boston.)

BRUSSELS UPDATE
Februari 6, 1989
Dear Miss Rebecca 0. and Veronica Brown,

Thank znu so such for your greetin?s. I am really too late
to wish you a Herrn Christmas but | guess 1t is still time
to wish you both a happy, healthy and active year 89.

[ am pleased to be informed about your activities with the
XX Club. The pictures (you sent of yourseives) are quite
vell and iapressive.

Everthing in Brussels is fine except that I work a little
too much!! T still vork with Dr. Mrs. Lambert - she helps
se a great deal.

Saint-Joseph is still working but there will be some
changes. We merged with a larger hospital, close to Saint-
Joseph and we vill move there in a few months or years...
in a wing still to be built! Saint-Joseph will he later
devoted to the care of elderly people.

In Septeaber, I plan to go to the States in order to attend
the neetln? of the Harry Benjamin Association but this time
[ do not plan to stop in the east coast.

Thank you again for your news and sincerely yours.

Docteur Michel Seghers
Bruxelles

(Our best wvishes to Dr. Seghers and the staff at Saint-
Joseph Hospital. Veronica and I celebrated our third re-
birthday in Deceaber.)

BRUSSELS UPDATE 2...

In the sumser of 1983, a pre-op transsexual who was working
as a nurse in a hospi%al, called a hospital in Philadelphia
to inquire about the cost of the sex-reassignment surgery.
She was told the cost vas $6000 for the surgery and $6000
for a week in the hospital. When she asked why such a high
cost for seven days hospital care, she was fold, "If you
don't like 1it, go somevhere else!® Well she went to
Brussels and spent $1800.

Last month, one of our club meabers related a story about
talling a «clinic in Virginia about the reassigneent
surgerg. She vas told the price was $6000 for the surgery
and $1300 a day for a sonth's stay in the hospital.

The lovest cost American surgery is presently around $9200
and the grices go upvards from there. We have recently
learned of four other surgeons in Belgium who perfora the
SRS, plus a doctor in Sveden and one in Switzerland.

Inforsation received from a social wvorker at the Belgische
Genderstichting has praised one of the surgeons. We 2xpect
to receive additional information about the other three.

If you vish the names and addresses of these surgeons, send
us a self addressed staaped business size envelope.

If you are ready, or soon will be, for sex reassignaent
surgery, use this information for your benefit. If you are
not ready at this time, do not impose your curiosity upon
our staff as all inquiries take time and money to answer.
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LET’S TALK

by Joan -

Lately there's been a lot of discussion about TV's versus
18's, and the defunctions thereef. So, in an honest effort
to clear up all this aisunderstanding once and for all, I
offer up to you the folloving.

(1) The Console TV

This is the basic smcdel. This one alvays stays in the home.
As 1t is so unwieldy, it is assured of good reception only
in this stable environsent.

{2} The Portable TV

This is, by far, the aost nusmerous model ioday, or so it
seens. 1his one loves to fravel anywhere - to the shore, to
the amountains, absolutely anyvhere! And, although Ehis
aodel 1s easy fo take along, its reception is not always
that good, except amongst close friends who accept 1ts
shortcoaings.

(3) The Black % #hite TV

This amcdel is most common nowadays as a portable. Akthuu?h
very wiiling fto ftravel most anywhere, if suffers seversly
from being so "black and vhite about everything®.

(4) The Color TV

This sodel by far, is the most popular of all. Whether in a
tonsole model for at home use only, or in a convenient
gortahie the color TV is by far the best and the
rightesk. Its vibrant colors and versatility are only
surpassed by its big sister, the Cable-Ready TV. Often,
they are aistaken for one another as they appear to be so
much alike, at first glance. Its only after looking at
their inner workings that the subtle differences hecome
obyious.

(3) The Cable-Ready TV

This 1s the one whose reception is usually the best,
because everything has been done to guarantee it. This fine
reception is due to definifion and clarity as wvell as
superior color control. Volume and tomal quality is
virtually undetectable from the real thing by laymen. If
all phases are in adjustaent, the Cable-Ready 1V (also
known as a TS) is as close to reality as is possible given
the *state-of-the-art’.

So! There you have it! Everthing you've ever really vanted
to know about TV's and T57s, but had been truly hesitant to
ask of anyone, even... Geralde Rivera... or Sally Jessy
Raphael... or dprah Winfrey... or Phil Donahue!

P.S. By the way Phil honey, the outfit a few weeks ago was
Just darling, but you rea[ly aust do something with your
nair and your sakeup! And those shoes!!! Hell, honestiy:!!

Hayue, Marlo will help you dear! Show her a few of your old
*TV" shows, then who knovs...

Mayoe next year we'll be watching "The Phyilis Donahue
Show"! Hey hon, we all had to start somewhers!

NOTICE
The severe lack of
planning on your part
does not constitute

an emergency on my part

by Michelle Hunt, R.N.

Dear Michelle: [ live in a small town filled with rednecks
vho don’t understand tramssexvalisa. My neighbors are
saking ay life aiserable. Do you know of any place in the
vorld that I can move to where I vill be accepted? V.5.

Dear V.5.: You wvouldn’t believe how many requests such as
yours end up in my mailbox every amonth. Unfortunately, I
don't know of ANY place that you can amove to where people
will accept you as a female unless you actually look and
act the part. Beiieve se, it is auch amore 1mportant to look
like a female from the waist up than from the waist down.
dhatever you do, don't amake ihe amistake of having SRS
before, rather than after, you have the rest of your ACT
together,

(Reprinted with permission of the author from ihe February
1988 issue of the TRANSSEXUAL VOICE.)

ASK NOT WHAT
THE TWENTY CLUB
CAN DO FOR YOU...

ASK WHAT YOou
CAN DO FOR THE
THE TWENTY CLUB.

SUBSCRIBE NOW
TO TWENTY MINUTES
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LETTERS

TO-THE-EDITOR

A G Eoe
<X CLUB
POB H0LA0
SPFLD, MA
o138

Dear Veronica,

In your reply to Janice Van Cleve's Letter to the Editor
(January '89 Tuenty Minutes) you made some statesents
:og:ernxng the nature of transvestisa that I would like to
address.

§1) "Medical literature defines transvestisa as a sexual
geviation.” What literature and when vas it Fuhlxsheq?.The
current Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, Third Edition-
Revised, (DSN-III-R) has replaced “transvestisa® as a
psychological diagnosis with “transvestic fetishisa®, which
1s an entirely different probles. Transvesiisa, per se, is
not 3 sexual deviation, which 1s pot the sase as saying it is
not sexual or erotic or pleasurable.

#2) "Do TVs have sex with each other?" [ am certain that soame
TVs do have sex with other TVs, so what? Sexual preference
and transvestisa are not directly linked just as sexual
preference and transsexualisa are not directly linked.

§31) *Virginia Prince has spent a lifetime trying to de-sex
and de-eroticize transvestisa...® Yes, and there is still a
Flat Earth Society as well, but neither of them holds a
defensible position in light of all the data and information
currently available. To be sure, there 1is asexual
crossdressing, but, simply stated, transvestites crossdress
for pleasare, erotic and/or psycﬁolag::al, and that is a
docusented fact. In fact, according to Dr. Richard Docter in
his current book Transvestifes and Transsexsals, the sexual
pleasure of crossdressing is a necessary '1ngraJ1&nt'_1u the
developaent of transvestisa. Those of us who tan think for
ourselves and have read the literature are not bun;ng what
Virginia has been selling. I knov what I feel and what I do,
vhen crossdressed, and choose not to make apologies for
ayself. What is important to knov is that not evef! episode
of ay crossdressing is erotic. I choose when I do it for fun
and when-1 do it for pleasure. When I'm out in the public
eye, it's not for erotic pleasure.

#4) “What's it going to be... 'Sexual Minority' or 'Asexual
Crossdressing'. Sexual minority status is not the sole
purviev of lesbians and gays. There are many different kinds
of sexual minorities, but some are more visible than others.
Most “deviations” are nov termed paraphilias and involve
either unconsenting participation (e.g. frottage, flashing,
etc.) or self-inflicted harm (e.g. auto-ashyxophilia). I have
some very dear and close female friends vho are into serious
S¥M and who would also take great offense at being called
deviates, I do not fully understand how the‘ derive Eleasure
from their practice, just as they do not fully understand how
[ derive aine from crossdressing, but ve all understand that
our differences make us minorities on that Great Bell Curve
of Life. At the risk of being trite, let me say you're mixing
apples and oranges.

I suspect that when it comes to the subject of Trans-
sexualisa, you are very vell read and very knowledgeable, and
I also suspect (you allude to it on the front_gage of the
issue) that you are not well versed when it comes to
Transvestisa. In the future, please do not *Tar & Feather®
transvestites using porular literature and delaifquqs as your
reference sources; it doesa’t help your othervise valid
criticisas.

Sincerely yours,

JoAnn Roberts S

The Renaissance Education Association, PA

LET.T-ERS

Dear JoAnn,

#1) “Most wvriters on the subject refer to transvestisa as a
sexual deviation..." from The Transsexual Phenosenon, by Dr.
Harry Benjamin, chapter 2, page 24, second paragraph. I must
confess to being a oit devious, just a coy ploy, Dr. Benjamin
continues, “...sometimes a perversion. It is not necessarily
either one.” See hov easy it is for anyone to quote out of
context and find passages written by our chosen gurus to back
up our own opinions or feelings?

#2) To claim status as a sexual minority means having sex
vith other sembers of your minority. Yet, the public image
most often stressed on television shows 1s that wmost
crossdressers are heterosexual, happily wmarried males. It
seeas that the seabers of this group don’t vant the taint of
homosexuality. Aha, but I suspect this group must be Virginia
Prince's TRI-ESS people. Yes, good old TRI-ESS, an exclusive
men's club for heteros only, and all others keep out thank
you very auch. And what's wrong with that? They have the
right to set up rules to benefit their aembers, just as the
Twenty Club cannot serve TVs.

#1) Hov does onme differentiate between a TV who is
crossdrassed for erotic kicks and one who is enjoying
gsythologi:al pleasure? Do we give each one about to enter
he women's room a short arm inspection and measure the
ampunt of blood gorged erectile tissue with a set of vernier
calipers? MWe now have all the more reason to keep
crossdressed nmales out of the vomen’s room. An erotically
stisulated TV has no business in a tiny, cramped rcoa where
neapers of the opposite sex are dropping their panties or
ad justing their bra straps in front of the airror,

#4) Funny thing how you and Janice Van Cleve both took issue
against me and the Tapestry Journal. Yet neither of you spoke
out against sy references to Dr. Benjamin's work. I get the
impression that you vant me to only Euote from vritings that
concur with your personal beliefs and value systeas. S0, let
me quote directly from the Transsexual Phenomenon, chapter 2,
last page. 'The f{ransvestite has a social probles. The
transsexual has a gender probles. The homosexsal has 3 sexual
problea.” [ see nothing in reference to transvestites havin
p;g%lens with gender or sex. But ah yes, nothing is black an
white.

What began as & strong posture against giving aen legal
access to the vosen's room has degenerated into a philosophy
struggle for domination and increased male power asong the
various factions in the TV/CD community. Everyone with
ilagined self—inrortanca vants a bigger piece of the pie,
vants their local or regional group to be top dog, and to be
recognized as the undisputed [eader in gender circles. Look
at me! Look at how vise and strong I am. Look at how much our
group has ;roun! Look at how important we are! My daddy can
:h%p o:r tagdr. My group is better than your group' Ya-tata-
ata-tata-tata...

Golly gee, do you people need IFGE more than ever now. I can
imagine how the sparks are gonna fI{ in San Francisco in
April, what with all the diverse philosophies prasent, cans
of voras and boxes of dynamite lying around. And u;Eh.all
that’s been written about toilets, Tapestry and Virginia
Prince, geesh, I shudder to think... And some TV groups claia
to indulge in their hphhr vith good taste and dignity? Isn't
that a contradiction in teras? Too bad I won't be there, But
I'n just a poor working (TS) girl, In fact, if it hadn't been
for a friend (TV) to subsidize two thirds of ay trip last
ear, I wouldn't have made it to Chicago. 1 ain’% got a
housand bucks to spare. A grand, that's a little aore than
ten percent of amy yearly net.

It doesn't satter vho is more or less versed in what field of
knouledge. That isn’t the issue here. What is at issue, is
that it's a man's vorld, even asong the transvestites.

Editor




LETTERS

Dear Editor,

On the front page of the January issue of Twenty Minates you
asked for some gripes TSs have about TVs. I won't have man
as lonE as I don’t go to a TV/TS group meeting. It is jus
some stupid little digs. I used the club dressing room once
and that vas the second time I visited. For the next two
years, [ dressed at home. After ay sur?ery I vas informed !
could no longer use this male retreat! It vas alaost a remark
that said "you are a vosan nov" and the person (TV) looked
down on ae. (DOUBLE STANDARD).

Another time a TS and I vere discussing her vork, a TV came
over to sit at our table and in a positive vay said, °I aa
sitting here now, and I don't want to hear you talk about
horsones, surgery or real breasts!" I hrouqh out a photo
albus once and a remark wvas made "I don’t wvant to see
pictures of your surgery’. The albua contained scenic photos
of places in Belgium.

When one TV remarked that they did not believe I dressed 1001
of the tise, another TV piped up and sefporteq ay vords. “Oh
es, ['ve seen Abby in broad daylight walking along Main
Etreet in a Nev Haapshire town® The¥ are believers now. A TV
vants nnderstanding and acceptance from the public. But they
do not try to understand a T5. When 1 announced 1 had .Y
doctor, plane ticket, passport and funds for sy surgery,
had four or five TVs try to talk se out of it. To thea I vas
a TV. They didn't believe ae uniil [ showved them letiers of
approval fros three psychologists. They never noticed the TS
in mse. Hy sKouse was told by a TV's vife to have me get a
man's short hair cut! Of course the ear piercing had remarks!
You know ihe ones. "You have to wear studs for six weeks.
Someone will see them. Nov my husband will vant to pierce his
gars.” Of course other remarks as *Why electrolysis, a close
shave vill do." In two years they never noticed!

After surgery, one TV propositioned ay spouse with *So out
vith ae, she can't do you any good nov!

1've never remarked how some TVs get a little far fetched at
tises. Their tiiht leather pants show the sale organs pushed
out in front, the lov cut blouse showing a hairy muscular
chest. If they can't shave their legs or arms because of
their jobs, at least they could wear a long sleeved blouse
and pretty slacks. To wear 3 inch heals with hairy toes and
then walk like a farmer in a ploved field is kind of
husorous. But when one dressed tastefully, with a good
fesinine effect, and then dug into her handbag to bring out a
King Edward and 1it up, even [ had to laugh.

My point is that for over two years [ gave the seabers of the
group, both TVs and TSs, the understanding, friendship and
support and treated both equally well., But after my S.R.5. I
had a distinct feeling that I vas not as good as I vas before
and looked down on.

One last comsent, 1 have met a lot of sweet, kind and
friendly TVs also. And the nice ones outnuaber the others.

Love,
Abby Marie, NH

Dear VYeronica,

Your observation that there are probless of aisunderstanding
between 755 and TVs is undoubtecly true, but I's not sure
that airing a list of 'iripes' vill do amuch to solve the
problea. If seems to ae That any assessaent ve aake of TVs
will aiss the sark, and vice versa, unless ve understand that
their thing and our thing are entirely different and we
should not try judge one by the standards of the other,

When I he%an to come to grips with sy own terrifying
discovery that [ was not like other "sen® and came stuabling
out of ay closet, I fell into the aras of a sensitive, caring
and supportive group of TVs because they hapgeneJ to be
there. 1 still reseaber the night I arrived at their place.
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My feelings were akin to those of any other outsider coming
into this scene for the first time. It was at once both
fas:inatina and frightening and ay first instinct vas to turn
and run. But I Sti!!d because o l‘ oun overridin% need %o
encounter other "sales” who were able to present theaselves
as “"females' without fear or shame or apology, which
coincided vith my own fundasental need at the time.

During the next few years %1 regular visits with this group
began to have two effects, First, as time passed, they seesed
less outlandish. They hadn’t changud, but I began to see
beyond the odd assortment of costumes and found real people,
good people, and all too often, sad and hurting people, who
uer: %ften just as perplexed about their situation as the
rest of us.

The second thing that happened was that I learned that I vas
not a TV. Crossdressing vas not something I did because of a
compulsion, or the need to calm the jitters of ay "male*
bones, or because it was a fun fantasy. Crossdressing was
soletﬁing 1 did because | was born a3 male-child and so I
dressed in aale clothes because it was expected of me, But [
an very fond of many TVs. [ have no guarrel with them. They
do what they do because they have no cholce.

There are two very visible differences between TSs and TVs:
Wardrobe and passing. Neither of these is the sost iamportant
differsnce by any seans. All foo often TSs tend to dismiss
these differences with glib statements that their wardrobes
are absurd and they can't pass, unile our vardrobes are
sensible and ve can pass.

de have to stop thinking of TVs as absurd TSs. They are
transvestites and very fesinine clothes is what it is all
about for thes. Unlike us, they do not wear clothes because
they have fo wear sulethigg as they go about the daily
activities of their lives. Function, comfort and good taste
are not their concerns. They have a mysterious cospulsion to
experience a fesinine fantasy. The occasions that TVs have to
dress are usually limited, so that when they do, they tend to
pull out all the stops and go for it.

When a TV talks about “passing® they mean something very
different from vhat ve mean. We not only have to "pass®, we
have to becose involved in long tera and close rela ianships
vith everyday peoﬁle vho perceive and relate to us as vomsen.
It seems clear that the majority of TVs could not sustain
involvements as women in society, but the fact is that they
do not need or want to.

"Passing* for TVs ?enerally means that they have gone to a
restaurant or a sfore, were perhaps spoken to briefly as
*Miss® or "Maam®, and vere not openly read. But don’t put it
down, this is a very great satisfaction to them and helps

O fulfill the need that they have.

I suppose I shall alvays be perplexed, as most of us are bI
their strange eccentricities. But I am pleased fo knov tha
in the TV comsunity there are many really nice folks, and
that among thea [ have many dear friends.

Paula Louise Riordan, MA

Dear XX Club,

For your 'can of voras’, vhen TVs and TSs get together it is
because they share rrossnressin%. dhen they bring up thelr
different msotivations, it ruins their common ground.

When you go with a TV to a restaurant and they ask you to
order for thes, they know that their voice 1is masculine.
That's fine. Buf sometimes they forget and start talking (you
can hear thes across the street), everyone's attention is
dravn to us and the TV insists lhey passed aftervard and
everyone vas looking because of their beauty. Cose on!

Helen F, NY
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NETWORKING

XX CLUB
PUBLICATIONS

TRANSSEXUAL GENERAL [NFORRATION  £3.00

Brochure contains everything you alvays
vanted %o knov about franssexualisa,
but were afraid to ask...and a few
things you don't want to kmow about.
{12 pages ppd. lst class)

GENDER IDENTITY CLINIC
JF HEd ERGLAND ;
Brochure contains initial contact and
general information about the gender
clinic. (4 pages - ppd. st class)

THE BRUSSELS CONNECTION £3.00
Brochure contains initial contact and
general information about the lov cost
aale-to-fesale sex reassignaent surgery
option available in Brussels, Belgium
with places to stay, passport inforsa-
tion and including a color keyed map.
€12 pages ppd. !st class)

TRANSFORNATION IN COLORADO
drochure contatns general inforsation
about Dr. GStaniey Biber and the sex
reassignaent  surger avatlaple in
Trinidad. (4 pages ppd. Ist class)

STANDARDS OF CARE $5.00

Harrz Benjamin International Gender
Dysphoria Association stanards of care
for horaonal and surii:al sex reassign-
sent, (13 pages ppd. lst class)

$1.50

$1.50

Publications below sent 3rd class ppd.
I= ¥ B. E.

TU-T5 TAPESTRY JOURKAL £10.00
Tapestry 1s the wmost coaprehensive
guhlitation on ‘%ranssexualism and
ransvestisa available today. Issue #52
has 155 pages filled with TS/TV
articles, personal listings and a vorld
vide directory or organizations. (Add
$2.50 for st class)

TRANSSEXUALISH $10,00
101 nevly revised pages with wore
articles, editorials and letters on the
subject of M-F and F-M transsexualisa
gleaned from the Tapestry Journal,
1ssues 39-52. (Add $2.50 for Ist class)

HORMONES 535,00

dhat's it like to be a woman? A man?

dow auch can one say about the p1ll?

Well, most of it is here in this 20

page softbound book that describes the

affects of  horaone therary on
or

transsexuals. (Add 35 cents Ist
class)

cCDS

ART & ILLUSION £10.00
A guide %o crossdressing by JoAmn

foberts. This revised edition contains
over 40 pages and covers just about
everything the novice TV or M-to-F TS
needs to knov about wakeup, wigs and
tasteful feminine attire. (add $1.50
Ist class)

Make check or M.0. payable to:
THE 1X (TWENTY) CLUB

Erovldgd b
ducation

J2CP INFORMATION SERVICES

J2CP INFORMATION SERVICES provides

J2CP INFORNATION SERVICES provides :
amphlets concerning gender dysphoria syndose, 1in particular transsexua
?h:s patkage is available for a donmation of $20.

first class postage and secretarial services.

J2CP INFORMATION SERVICES will attempt to provide referrals to reputable
counselors, psychotherapists, or gender proqrams and peer groups in your area.

is operated as a nonprofit
ainistry and is dependant on your donations for its continued existence.

P.0. Box 184

San Juan Capistrano, CA

92693

inforsation/referral

an information package

Certified checks or aoney orders should be made payable to:
J2CP [NFORMATION SERVICES.

J2CP INFORMATION SERVICES

consistin

) services formerly
the JANUS Information Facility and its predecessor, the Erickson
oundation, and Asnaissance: Gender [dentity Services.

?iszf

00 to cover research, printing,

comaunity outreach
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Roger €. Peo, Ph.D.
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