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A group of lesbians supporting a post-operative 
transsexual who was ejected from a womyn's festival 
in Michigan in: 1991 challenged 1992 f estivalgoers to 
consider the subject  of gender identity : 
"womyn-born-women" versus surgically created 
womyn. 
Womyn For Womyn, based in San Francisco, 
handed out buttons at the Michigan Womyn's Music 
Festival· (MWMF) querying "Where's Nancy?" ,  a 
reference to Nancy Burkholder, the transsexual 
expelled from the 1991 event .  Burkholder, who says 
she would not have attended either the 1990 or 1991 
events had she known of the anti-transsexual policy ,  
had sex reassignment surgery in 1984. She 
participated in the awareness effort by contributing 
her account of the incident and an open Jetter to 
MWMF producers. 
Womyn For Womyn's Janis Walworth, one of the 
organizers of the awareness movement, said "I  was 
impressed. Festivalgoers were willing to give this 
matter serious thought, to share their confusion and 
their feelings about it, and to be educated about 
transsexualism. 
"I'm concerned not only with the question of 
whether transsexual womyn should be included at 
Michigan but also with the nature of Festival 
policy," Walworth said. Fine print in the 1992 
MWMF brochure stated that the festival was "for all 
womyn born womyn," a statement interpreted by 
some festivalgoers as referring to the fact they were 
born of womyn. Many male-to-female (M2F) 
transsexuals consider · themselves womyn-born­
womyn because they have felt female from birth. 
A survey taken at the 1992 Festival the weekend of 
August 14 -revealed that womyn on both sides of the 
transsexual inclusion question want a clear 
statement of policy to be promulgated and 
uniformly enforced. The survey, completed by 633 of 
the approximately 7500 participants, showed that an 
overwhelming 73% favor the inclusion of M2F 
transsexuals after they have had surgery, 23% were 
opposed, and 4% were undecided'. Walworth 
cautioned against taking the results out of context :  
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".This was c·erfain)y' ::i10t a random sample. Many 
womyn who favor Jrans�exual indusi_on did not come 
to the Festival this _iear in a gesture or ptotc�t (and)  
some womyn against ·· inclusion may have heen 
reluctant to fiil out surveys. "  
Davina Anne Gabriel, a M2F t ra·nssexual who 
underwent surgery in  1 978, at tended the Festival 
despite the policy, saying "I feel that as a wo111on I 
belong here. "  ":'alworth added that "there is no sure 
way to tell a transsexual . . .  except through medical 
records .  In fact ,  a nontranssexual womon can't 
p'rove she's not a transsexual without undergoing 
expensive medical tests . "  Gabriel was not ejected. 
despite publicly coming out twice during the 
Festival . 
Even allowing for a margin of e rror, Womyn For 
W omyn claim that the survey resul t s  st rongly suggest 
that MWMF part icipants favor the inclusion of M2F 
transsexuals arter surgery .  An effort is current ly 
underway to sample opm10n m the womyn ' s  
community outside the Festival . 
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One of the founders of San Francisco's Educa tional 
TV Channel (ETVC) group died early in Septembe r  
a t  her Bay Area home.  
Elfrida Kitzing, who arranged for ETVC's ea rl ies t  
meetings to take place at  i t s  longtime home , the 
Chez Mollet restaurant, and is remembe red hy 
many as having given the organization it s name .  She 
had al so been the editor of the local ma�,1 1 inc 
"Highlights" and had been act ive in the local 
crossdressing community since the 1 950's .  
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Dr. Peggy Rudd Jtas announced the da tes  and 
destination for the 1 993 edit ion of the h ighly 
successful Dignity Crui se . 
Thi s  year's Bahamas c ruise, sailing horn Miam i  on 
May 2 1 ,  will once again have the private island of 
Cocoa Cay on i ts i t iqerary and a ful l day in N assau . 
There will al so be an informal gathe ring at a M iami 
hotel the evening before the cruise . 
Rudd, pointing out that las t  summer ' s  c ruise was 
wel l  received both by the ship's c rew and hy fel l ow 
passengers, predicti, that there wi l l  be considerahlc 
demand again thi s  year . She sugges ts  advance 
deposits with the c ruise organizer, Cruise Ahoy.  t o  
ensure your reservation . Last year, seve ral who did 
not send deposi ts  had their booking cancel led by 
the cruise line as space was needed for othe r 
passengers, according to Rudd. 
Information on the c ruise i s  available from Anne at 
Cruise Ahoy, (7 13 )  556- 15 13. 
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KYMBERLEIGH'S CLIPBOARD 
. . .  continued 

the girl on the Montel Williams program said . . .  " 
For that matter, our self-declared presidential 
candidate describes her femme side as an "alter 
ego", yet uses the word "transsexual" to describe 
herself, then admits that she doesn't know if she will 
pursue "clinical femininization" (which I presume is 
her way of describing sex-reassignment surgery) . 
How, then, do we explain what a crossdresser who 
uses the word "transsexual" to describe 
themselves really is? 
It has occurred to me on numerous occasions that 
writing these editorials does absolutely nothing to 
change the public's perception of us, because those 
of you who are reading this already understand that 
we have a problem. Virginia calls it "preaching to 
the choir": an allusion to the fact that it is not the 
gender community that needs to be corrected, it is 
the mainstream community. 
I have an idea in mind here, which I hope will result 
in the reeducation of those who control what the 
public is learning about us. A copy of this month's  
"Cross-Talk" i s  being mailed to the producers of all 
eleven of the aforementioned tabloid talk shows, 
with a cover letter calling their attention to this  
editorial, and inviting them to reply in a future 
issue. I am also offering my services as a 
spokesperson for the "serious" (read that 
"non-fringe") gender community. 
You may also wish to write to your local television 
station whenever one of these fact-distorting 
programs airs and indicate your disagreement . (You 
don't have to identify yourself as a member of the 
gender community if privacy is a concern for you. 
You can always say you have a friend who 
crossdresses.) A little-known fact is that such letters 
are required by law to be placed in the station's 
"public file", which can be reviewed by the F.C.C. 
when they conduct an inspection, or under some 
circumstances when the station's license is up for 
renewal . They won't be happy to have letters in 
there saying they were broadcasting distorted 
information, will they? 
The facts that must be faced by these purveyors of 
sensationalistic half-truths 1s that the gender 
community has more crossdressers and 
transgenderists than transsexuals ;  that it has more 
heterosexuals than it does homosexuals or bisexuals ;  
that more members of the community are 
interested in a mainstream-acceptable look than a 
fetishistic one; and, most important, that we are 
NOT a real-life "freak show". 
And it i s  up to us  to ensure that they face these 
facts. 

COGITO ERGO FEM 
. . .  c o n tinued 

strangled her. Now, Venus was an attractive young 
woman and it i s  probably safe to  say that if you 
didn't know better you would a ssume she was a GG .  
The murderer probably did. 
It should anger all of us that a member of the 
transgendered communities was kil led because she 
was different . We don't know what went on behind 
that closed door, but there is no reason why that 
man couldn't have simply gotten up and left if 
Venus' penis was not his thing. 
I have written before about expectations and what 
happens when they are contradicted. Many of us 
are familiar with this from first hand experience .  
The response from the sexually insecure is  v iolence , 
either physical or verbal . In Venus' case the last 
time this happened she died. 
What does this mean to the garden variety 
transvestite? Well ,  l ike all women, i t  means  you 
have to be careful where you go and when you go 
there. It means if your car is of ques t ionabl e  
reliability you should stay home or arrange to  have 
a friend pick you up. Use the same common sense 
precautions that women use when going out .  It ' s  a 
sad commentary on our society that one needs l o  
worry about one's personal safety just  leaving one 's  
home. That ' s  }if e in the big city . 
In keeping with the potpourri nature of this column .  
I'd like to  say that I am  going t o  phase out the te rm 
"transvestite" and substitute something else. most 
probably "crossdresscr" . Let me relate the event s 
that lead to that decision. To begin with. and I 've  
ref erred to this before, I live near a corner  which i s  
worked by the boys who would be gir ls .  Gay boys i n  
drag working the boulevard. I t ' s  more than an 
annoyance. Not only do they at t ract a less than 
desirable clement to the neighborhood, hut f or me  
personally, their presence make it l e s s  comfortable 
for me to leave my apartment dressed . I don't want 
my neighbors thinking I 'm one of those things (as 
opposed to one of these things ) .  I 've heen 
performing in a production of "A Midsum mer  
Night 's Dream" and the other day one of the cast 
members asked where I live. because of some 
reference I made to something, and I t old them and 
they said, "Oh, you live near transvestite corner . "  
"Great ! "  I thought , " It 's even got a name . "  I 've 
personally decided to call it the DOZ ( Drag Queen 
Zone) . Well ,  I guess that explains my decision. 

E DITOR IAL COMMENTS? Write us at P . O .  Box 944 .  
Wood land H i l l s  CA 9 1 365,  fax u s  a t  (8 1 8 ) 347-4 1 90 .  or  send 
e-mai l  to "Kym Richards"  through the  " Cross Con n ect ion " 
B B S  at (8 1 8) 766-TVTS.  Letters received may be edited for 
length and c larity .  
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many clothes as the average working gir l .  

Unti l  this time, I had never bought a wig, nor 
did I use cosmetics. I guess I just hadn't reached 
that stage yet. One day, after I had been with the 
firm for three years, a gir l who had been there 
only eight months received a promotion . There­
after, one girl after another went up the ladder 
as secretaries or senior clerks. When I asked my 
boss about this ,  he said that typing and shor­
thand were essential to these promotions. I ex­
plained that I had taken ,  and become quite 
proficient at, both typing and shorthand in high 
school .  

" But, you're not a g irl , "  he said. "The execu­
tives wantwomen for their secretaries, not men ! "  

I brooded about th is ,  especia1 1y when I 
learned that a top secretary could earn almost 
twice my current salary. Then, out of the blue, 
an idea struck me. If a woman was what they 
wanted ,  then a woman they would get! 

My strategy began by ordering a wig from a 
leading mail order company. As soon as it ar­
rived, I began practicing being a woman in spirit 
as wel l  as in being.  I worked hard at makeup, 
car r iage , deportment ,  and fem in i ne  man­
nerisms. I was determined to be as good a 
woman as any of them. 

Al l  of th is took only a few weeks, and stran­
gely, I felt as if I was born to look as I did when 
dressed as a woman. I was even pretty, though 
as a man, I appeared smal l and mousey. I made 
a very strik ing woman, and now, I had to venture 
into the world for the first time. I was afraid and 
knew that I needed confidence. For my first 
excursion in skirts, I decided to go to a res­
taurant and a movie .  Frightened but determined, 
I stepped out of my apartment and into a cab. 

To my surprise that first escapade went very 
smooth ly. Though I probably appeared very 
nervous and talked as if I had a large frog in my 
throat, no one paid any particular attention to 
me, and soon,  I was home again .  

The days became agony, the nights ecstasy, 
as my l ife became a regu lar Jekyl l  and Hyde 
existence. I knew this back and forth l ifestyle 
couldn 't go on for long , so I took a bold step. I 
quit my job as Gary Nelson and the next day, I 
reappl ied for that very same position as Laurie 
Storm. 

I was immediately h ired and six months later, 
I was promoted to head of the department. I was 
in heaven, and I now earned more money than 
I had in three years as Gary. Life was wonderfu l ,  
and I got along splendidly with the gir ls. 

Then, it happened ! I was told by the section 
head that I was to be interviewed by J . P. 
Caldwel l ,  the executive vice president, as his 
new secretary. This caused me to worry be­
cause stories about J. P .  went through the ladies 
washroom almost on a daily basis. He was the 
son of the Chairman of the Board and was a 
shiftless, no good individual .  As such, he had 
gone through six secretaries in as many months. 
I naively thought that was because they were 
inefficient or lazy, but I could not have been more 
mistaken !  

J .  P .  l iked me from the start, and my salary 
was almost doubled , much to my astonishment. 
The fi rst two weeks were routine ,  and Mr. 
Caldwel l  was wel l  mannered and pol ite. He real ly 
had very l ittle to do, but he answered a lot of 
correspondence, and so, my work was steady. 

One day, he called me in and asked me to sit 
on the couch. He sat beside me and said I was 
his best secretary since he came with the firm. 
Then, be began to tel l  me that I was also one of 
the cutest secretaries he had ever seen, and that 
al l  the other vice presidents were envious. 

Whi le we were talking, he surprised me by 
taking me in his arms and kissing me hard on 
the l ips. Because it had happened so fast, I was 
in a panic, but al l  I could do was stare back at 
h im. Suddenly, his hands started roving over my 
body, and I really became frightened. In self 
defense, I s lapped , kicked , scratched, and 
screamed ! He was caught off guard by my reac­
tion, and in seconds, he was on the floor in 
obvious pain .  In another moment, I was out of a 
job. 

Everything had happened so fast ! Tired , 
scared, and shaken by my ordeal , I hurried back 
to my apartment. He d idn 't find out the truth 
about me, but sti l l ,  I was out of a job. That night, 
I cried and wrestled with the question that raced 
through my head hundreds of t imes, "Should I 
forsake my beloved feminine clothes and go 
back to being a man?" Final ly deciding that 
would be the safest path , I grudgingly packed 
away my feminine garments. 
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I got a job as a waiter, and entered an unhap­
py existence. One day, to my surprise, I spotted 
a girl who looked remarkably l ike Cheri . When I 
got closer to investigate, I found to my del ight 
that she was indeed Cheri . She was also happy 
to see me, and shortly we were reliving old 
experiences. To my del ight, I found that she 
wasn't married and that she l ived in  an apart­
ment barely three blocks from my own. 

During d inner later that evening, I asked what 
she did for a l iving.  

Her head lowered and she seemed a bit 
embarrassed as she repl ied , " I 'm on the stage. " 

"Oh !  An actress! " I shouted with glee. "How 
exciting ! "  

"Well . . . . .  " she said hesitatingly. " I  am taking 
lessons during the day, and I hope to be an 
actress someday,  but in  the meantime, a g i rl 
must eat. " 

"Then, tel l  me, " I questioned. "What do you 
do on the stage?" 

" If you must know, " she said rather bluntly, 
" I 'm a stripper at the Royal Theater. I know it's 
sounds terrible, but it puts food on the table and 
pays my drama coach. If you must know, I really 
l ike stripping .  I hope you don't hate me. " 

"Wow! A real stripper, eh? And of course, I 
don't hate you. Actually, I 'm  impressed ! "  I was 
truly amazed and could talk of l ittle else al l eve­
ning. 

Once Cheri knew I d idn 't look down on her, 
she opened up and told me al l about her profes­
sion . The hours were long, but the pay was not 
bad and it keeps your body in  shape. " It 's hard 
to explain , "  she said , "but there is a certain thri l l  
that goes along with it. " 

As we talked , I asked if I could see her the 
fol lowing evening,  and she agreed. The thought 
of the stage and the strippers seemed to hold a 
strange, yet thri l l ing, fascination for me that I 
could not understand. Cheri l iked her job, but 
because of the publ ic perception of strippers, 
she was ashamed to admit what she did for a 
l iving.  

• • • 
The next night, I saw al l of the shows at the 

Royal . I even went backstage between numbers 

· and was amazed at the activity that went on 
there. To me, it was a fairyland of people, cos­
tumes, and sets. I felt as if I was in a make bel ieve 
world where people where people could be 
whatever they wanted. That's when I was struck 
by this excit ing idea! Could I become a part of 
this fantasy world? Could I be a stripper? I had 
to find out. 

In Cheri ' s  dressing room ,  I told her of my 
thoughts, and we talked about what was re­
quired to become a successful performer. I also 
told her of my escapades as a male fi le clerk and 
as a female secretary. I told her everything in­
clud ing the sord id  confrontat ion with J. P . 
Caldwel l  and my subsequent change back into 
a male. 

Cheri l istened with a sympathetic ear. When 
I was finished, she said ,  " I always knew that you 
would make a better g irl than a boy. I tel l  you 
what. Why don't you come over to my apartment 
tomorrow night as a g irl? I would love to see how 
you look. " 

• • • 
The next evening,  I was again in heaven . I 

was back in the clothes I loved so dearly . . . . .  the 
nylon stockings, the sl ip ,  the cosmetics , and the 
lovely accessories that felt so natural . 

When Cheri saw me, she actually reeled back 
on her heels. "Why, you' re beautifu l ! "  she ex­
claimed. "You're much more beautiful than I 
could have ever imagined . I can't get over it ! "  

We sat and talked as two gir ls for the rest of 
the evening, and during our conversation,  Cheri 
agreed to help me learn the art of stripping in her 
spare time. She also agreed to introduce me to 
the manager when the t ime came. 

I worked hard , and when she thought I was 
ready, Cheri brought home some of her cos­
tumes for me to wear in my practice routines. 

I was disappointed that I d idn't have the 
physical attributes to fi l l  out the costumes, after 
a l l ,  a stripper did go a lot further than I could 
without reveal ing my true gender. This caused 
me much despondency, but I continued working 
very hard . As a resu lt ,  the feel ing had gone out 
of my l ife. 

Cheri noticed my anxiety over the weeks, but 
what could she do? She added a new spark to 
my l ife. We went out as g i rls and went to movies, 
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plays and restaurants. We were becoming very 
close. She commented, 11 1 love having a friend I 
can tell anything to . . .  the minute I tel l  any man 
about my love of stripping , he runs. I wish you 
could become a stripper too . "  

"Me too, 11 I said wistful ly .  

Then, one day, she burst excitedly into my 
apartment. She said she had talked to one of the 
gir ls who had been extremely flat chested in the 
beginning . Her solution was to visit this woman 
doctor who gave injections of estrogen hor­
mones and plastic surgery. Now, she had the 
largest breasts in the show. Cheri gave me the 
doctor's name and volunteered to go with me to 
see her. 

I was so scared that I couldn't even eat on 
the day of my appointment. I could barely hold 
my hand sti l l  as I appl ied make-up.  Cheri said I 
should dress as a female if I wanted the doctor 
to understand .  

I spent extra t ime on my eyes making them 
stand out the way Cheri showed me. My lashes 
were thick enough that I d idn't need false ones 
for day but I used extra mascara. My l ips were 
trembl ing as I painted them a ruby red. 

I s l ipped on small gold earrings and nude 
colored pantyhose. When I reached for the 
white, lacy bra, I looked down at my flat skinny 
chest. "What am I doing?" I asked myself again 
as I strapped the brassiere around my chest and 
hooked the back. I s l ipped some special breast 
pads made of si l icone in the cups and pul led up 
my own skin to 'make' cleavage. 

The fri l ly print dress Cheri suggested I wear 
was low-cut with a wide leather belt that created 
the impression of a narrow waist. The dress's 
skirt was ful l  and flowed about my hips and legs. 
The long blond wig and black four  inch high 
heeled pumps were also Cheri 's  suggestion. 

" Isn't th is outfit a bit sexy for day? 1 1 I asked. 

Cheri laughed , "You are tel l ing the doctor you 
want to be a str ipper--not a school teacher. " 

• • • 
The doctor was very n ice and after a com­

plete examination , she l istened very intently to 
my story and motivations. In the end, I felt as 
though I had made another friend. 

Without any prejudice, the doctor asked, "Do 
you wish to become a woman al l  the way?" 

I looked at Cheri , who held her eyes fixed to 
the floor. I gu lped and said ,  " No,  I wish to look 
as feminine as possible, but I want to retain my 
male equipment and sex drive. I s  that possible?" 

"Somewhat, " she repl ied, "but I don't under­
stand why you want to do this. Although I can 
see that you are a s l ight undeveloped male and 
fairly feminine already. Your hands and feet are 
small and del icate . . .  You understand that what 
I could do would make you so feminine that 
being a male in appearance wi l l  be impossible. 
Males wi l l  be attracted to you, not females. "  

"Yes, I guess that's true doctor, but I love 
women. I could never make love to a man. I 
guess I am a transvestite in  the truest sense of 
the word. Although what I 'm  asking is almost l ike 
a transsexual ,  I 'm  in love with a woman, and I 
defin itely do not want to lose forever the capacity 
to make love to her. I may be a emasculated 
male by appearance, but my mascul ine sexual 
urges are strong. By all means, I wish to retain 
them . . .  or at least some of them?" 

"Who is this woman you love so much?" 
Cheri asked as her eyes rapidly fi l led with tears. 

"You, of course, my darl ing Cheri , '' I repl ied. 
" I 've loved you since we were kids together 
because you always understood me. I love you 
now, more than ever ! "  

"Oh darl ing ! "  she said as she rushed into my 
arms. " I  love you too! My biggest wish is for you 
to be happy, and I ' l l  even help you become a 
woman al l the way, if that 's what you want. " 

"No, " I said,  then turn ing to the doctor, "What 
can be done with me?" 

"Wel l ,  we can start you out on extremely 
potent female hormone treatments . . .  k i l l ing your 
sex drive only long enough to make you as 
feminine as possible. Shortly after some breast 
budding, I can operate on your chest and place 
sal ine breast implants under your skin .  This pro­
cedure wi l l  make your breasts as ful l  as any 
woman's. It is quick, painless, but not proven 
safe for long term. We wi l l  want to remove them 
in about a year but by them you should have 
developed your own. I have helped many flat 
chested women achieve self respect through 
this series of treatments, "  she explained. 





















CREATING PLACE 
by Gianna Eveling I srael 

Recently I was sitting in my office doing research 
when I pulled out a copy of the DSM-111-R, the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders. This reference is used by the mental 
health profession in classifying every conceivably 
human condition affecting one's  own sense of self 
and how others may view you. 
References such as  these provide a valuable service 
when a correct diagnosis or label has been applied, 
thus enabling the caregiver to provide supportive 
counselling or refer elsewhere for appropriate 
services. However, these very same labels also prove 
an irreparable disservice to those dealing with the 
very humanness of just "being. " 
Just being in today's society is extremely difficult . 
We live in what  may be called a "dualities mindset" 
.. . resulting in the polarization of individual realities 
which affect large segments of society . In a 
polarized mindset, things always must be one or the 
other.  Black or white, good or evil, male or female, 
masculine or feminine. Thus, making acceptance of 
natural variations against the "norm" relatively 
difficult on individual and social levels .  
As a whole, we are bombarded with these 
polarizations through our media, television, 
advertising, etc. Which invariably portray the 
narrowest spectrum of humanity. Men are portrayed 
as aggressive "go-getters" who are resolute in 
promoting their masculinity through a variety of 
male-oriented activities. While yet, women are 
portrayed as  weak vulnerable size six's always 
preening in front of their mirrors for men . 
For the transgendered (I use this term broadly) ,  the 
dualities mindset presents what might be considered 
an ultimate hell . For transvestites, this means living 
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partial ly or completely closeted, for f ca r  t ha t  
family, friends, co-workers just wouldn ' t  unde rstand .  
For the transsexual ,  i t  means  fathoming a pa rt ia l  or  
full transition under the scrutiny of a hos t i le  soc ie ty .  
I admire Kim Stuart ' s  insigh t on quest ions of  gende r 
in her comprehensive book t i t led "The Uninv i ted 
Dilemma . "  Her choice of words reflect accura te ly  
the journey of those blessed wi th  the " th i rd gender" ,  
in a society where self and soc ia l  in tegrat ion i s  
relatively difficult when no such gender exis t s .  Like 
the transgendered, those deal ing wi th  a l ternate 
sexualities have also had a sign if ican t  struggle in  
developing individua l ,  commun i ty and soc ia l  
identities .  Referring back to  the DSM- 1 1 1 -R :  Un t i l  
the early 1970's, homosexual i ty was c lass ified as  a 
deviant sexual disorder, compa rable wi th  
pedophilia , zoophilia, etc . After  a l ong d iff icu l t  
struggle, gays and lesbians  were able to  successfully 
lobby the American Psychia t ric Associa t ion to  have 
homosexuality and lesbianism reclassif ied as  a n  
acceptable variance of sexuality. Thus. no  more 
deviant than masturbation or dominant women , a 
natural inclinat ion amongst humans and certa in ly 
not a "mental d isorder . "  Today . the gay and lcshian 
commumt1es have successfully lobhied for the 
enactment of antidisc rimina t ion s ta tutes on the 
basis of sexuality in va rious city, state, and fede ral  
jurisdict ions. Despite their  hard work . the ma rch i s  
not over, as  many harmful stereotypes and injust ices 
still exist in a yet uneducated society . 
In conversation wi th my col league. author Denve r 
Harold, he intui t ively suggested that  a l though the 
gay and lesbian communit ies a ppear  to have .t 
significantly la rger popula t i on than the  
t ransgendered community ,  i t  may very we l l  he  tha t  
an equal or  larger segment of the popu la t ion may 
be affected by behaviors stereoty ped t ransvestcd or 
transsexualled . 
Imagine if a l l  the t ransgende rcd people chose to 
come out of in ternal ized and soc ia l  c lose t s  and 
refused to accept l abels a s  a ppl ied hy the 
"dominant" society . 
It has  often been suggested that the dominan t  
society displays a w ide variety of unacknowledged 
and unspoken of transgcndcred hehav ior .  I suggest 
that stable t ransgcnder i sm.  i . e . ,  t ran ssexua l i sm and 
transvestism, i s  in actuali ty a natural ly occurr ing 
vanat10n amongst the var ious extensions of a 
gender spectrum or  con tinuum .  Thus, ind iv idua l s  
who have made a natura l ly occurring shift on the 
gender spectrum and having found a p lace of 
stabil i ty a s  a transsexual or transvest i te ,  a rc no  � 
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"You  cann o t  be  anyth ing if you  wan t  to b e  e veryth ing. " 
Hello babies ! Time for more HotStuff. Have you fear and anger." :s� :g, :g, :g, noticed all the leather in ads lately? Revlon ads use 
Claudia Schiffer (I want her body ! )  who bares her 
midriff for an "Outrageous Lips" campaign. Most of 
the clothing used in these ads are skin-tight pants. 
Check out Valentino and Escada -- HOT! 

:8� :8� :8� :g� 
According to the NewsQueen, Paula Jordan Sinclair, 
the new Revlon nail polish is FABULOUS ! It dries 
faster, looks shinier, and is more chip proof than the 
old formula. The other good news is that they 've 
taken out the formaldehyde and toluene. Look for 
the bottles with the four golden rings on the top. :a� :g� :�� :g� 
The latest research on skin care reveals that an old 
stand-by ,  Vaseline , really does do more than just 
coat the skin. The jelly penetrates the top layers of 
skin replacing depicted lipids and healing damaged 
skin. (You do know about depleted lipids , don't you 
sweets? )  Anyway, before you start slathering the 
Vaseline al l over your face, look for a moisturizer 
that has petrolatum _a,s., t��fi��� i��!edient. 

-e, -e, ·e' ·e' 
First came the HipSlip. Then the ThighSlimmer. 
Now we've got a whole tribe of body-squeezing 
lingerie. Check these out :  Bellybuster, Bustbooster, 
Bustboosting Bodysl ip, Bustboosting Bodysuit, and 
the list goes on. All are made with DuPont Lycra. 
Call 1 -800-426-SLIP for more info. 

:s� :g, :t :s� I 've been asking about "Sugaring" as a form of hair 
removal for several years and I finally found out it 's 
much like waxing. But, according to "Glamour", it's 
less irritating and requires only an eighth-inch of 
growth compared to the quarter-inch with wax. 
Problem is, very few salons know how to do it .  I still 
don't have a clue as to the actual technique. 
Anyone care to enlighten us? 

:g, :g, :�� :g, Hooey, all he had to do was ask us. William Gaylin 
(there's a clue), M.D. has written "The Male Ego", 
wherein he claims traditional masculinity is obsolete 
and dangerous . (Has he been reading "Cross-Talk"?)  
To wit :  " ... the biological mechanism that brought us 
out of the cave -- the fight or flight response -- is 
now hurting men. They constantly over-respond with 
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When Hell freezes over, hon. Every so often a 
major designer tries to convince the guys that they, 
too, can wear skirts. The latest attempt at 
feminizing the hairy masses comes from Donna 
Karan who showed Mr. Macho in a sarong wrap skirt 
and wool blazer. Tres chic, but the socks and 
wingtips have got to �o ! .·--£- ·JI.{. ·JI.{. •i{.. ·o, ·o, ·o, ·o, 
Eyeshadow compacts usually contain one shade 
you 'll never wear or one that you use up before the 
others. Prescriptives is going to change aJJ that with 
their mix-n-match compact. They have 36 different 
shadows . You pick the ones you like and the 
salesperson makes up your compact on the spot .  

:8� :�� :e� l�� Okay. Pay attention! Here's a quick course in 
lipstick-ology: Matte -- unshiny color, used to be 
dry, but no more, try Christian Dior Rouge Accent 
or Body Shop Rosewood; Satin -- is the hottest new 
style, halfway between matte and glossy, try 
Borghese Bassano Ruby ; Cream (or glossy) looks 
moist and wet, try Maybelline Brown Sugar or 
Almay Blaze; Frost -- has a pearly shine to it, try 
Ultima II Oh La La or Coty Hyacinth ; Pencils -- can 
be used to line lips or as a base color, capture 
Lancome's Le Crayon or Clarins Red #04. -�(.. .. :,.(.. •i'- .. :,.(.. ·o, ·o, ·o, ·o, 
Didya know that just over 51 percent of the 
population is female, yet only 3 of 50 governors are 
women, only 2 of 100 senators are women and only 1 
out of 9 Supreme Court justices is a woman? As I 
write, women all over the country are poised to 
rewrite the political landscape. Should be an 
interesting election and a very interesting next four 
years. 

:s� :g� :�� if I am often complimented on my "youthful" 
appearance (she says humbly) even tho' I am 
"forty-something," yet I do have fine lines around 
my eyes that I wish I could banish. Avon may just 
have the answer with a product called "Anew." This 
product contains a patented formula of Glycolic 
Compounds that work by removing dead surface 
skin -- sorta l ike Retin-A. Avon claims you 'll c::)-











NATIONAL EUENTS CALENDAR 
February 26-28, 1 993: "Texas T Party·, San Antonio TX,  sponsored by Boulton  & Park Society. Information from P.O. Box 700042, 
San Antonio 78270, or phone (5 1 2) 545-3668. 
March 1 4-2 1 ,  1 993:· International Foundation for Gender Education "Coming Together• convention , Phi ladelphia PA. Detai ls from 
IFGE, P.O. Box 367, Wayland MA 0 1 778. 
April 22-25, 1 993:"Moonlight In Manhattan• ,  New York City, sponsored by the Greater New York Gender Al l iance. Information from 
Lynda Frank, 330 W. 45th St. #3E, New York NY 1 0036, or  by cal l ing (2 1 2) 765-356 1 .  
April 28-May 2, 1 993: "Cal iforn ia Dreamin" ,  Burbank CA, sponsored by Powder Puffs of Orange County. Detai ls from P .O .  Box 
1 088, Yorba Linda CA 92686. 
May 20-23, 1 993: "Parad ise in the Poconos", Canadensis PA, sponsored by Creative Design Services. Information from CDS. P .O .  
Box 6 1 263, King o f  Prussia PA 1 9406, or  by  cal l i ng  (2 1 5) 640-9449. 
May 20-24, 1 993: "Dignity Cruise IV" to the Bahamas, sponsored by Dr. Peggy Rudd.  Information from Dr. Rudd. 1 8 1 1 Crutch f ie ld .  
Katy TX 77449, o r  by calling (7 1 3) 347-6563. Reservations through Cruise Ahoy (Attention :  Anne) , 1 1 2 1 1 Katy Freeway # 300 .  
Houston TX 77079, or  cal l (7 1 3) 556- 1 5 1 3 . 
June 9- 1 3, 1 993: 1 1 th Annual "Be Al l You Can Be" weekend ,  Chicago IL .  Co-sponsored by Chi  Chapter Tr i -Ess, Crossroads.  
Paradise Club,  and TransPitt. Detai ls  from Naomi Owen ,  P .O.  Box 342, Ch icago IL  60690, or  by cal l i ng  (708) 364-95 1 4 . 
July 9 & 1 0, 1 993: "S. P . I .C .E. (Spouses/Partners International Conference for Education ) " . Dal las TX ,  sponsored by T r i -Ess · 
W.A.C.S.  (Women Associated with Crossdressers) . Detai ls  from P .O .  Box 1 7 , Bu lverde TX 78 1 63,  or cal l (5 1 2 ) 438-7604.  
August 26-29, 1 993:  Second International Conference on Transgender Law and Employment Pol ic ies .  Houston TX . Wr i te  Phyl l i s  
Randolph Frye,  Attorney, 5707 Firenza,  Houston TX  77035 fo r  i n formation . 
September 1 6- 1 9,  1 993:  "Paradise i n  the Poconos• (see May 20-23 l isti ng) .  
(Please send information o n  n ational  gender community events t o  P . O .  B o x  944 ,  Woodland Hills C A  9 1 3 6 5 . ) 

HotStuff! . . .  continued from p . 3 3  

Remember "Megatrends"? now the authors John 
Naisbitt and Patricia Aburdene (since married to 
each other) have published "Mega trends for 
Women", a study of the ways women are asserting 
their power and causing change everywhere . I know 

a couple of our community leaders who'll need this 
book. :s� :g, :g, :g, 
Laser surgery can remove ugly birthmarks and other 
unsightly skin marks.  Skin laser treatments start at 
$300 but many health insurance plans  do not cover 
the procedures (cosmetic surgery) .  Contact the 
American Society for Laser Medicine & Surgery, 
2404 Stewart Square, Wausau, WI 54401 to find a 
laser surgeon near you.  

:g, :g, :�� :g, 
Well, the presidential election is over and "our side" 
won, I think . It would seem that Bill Clinton will be 
supportive of the concept of diversity. But we 
cannot afford complacency, especially now after an 
apparent victory. Even though the anti-gay 
amendment, Measure 9, was defeated in Oregon, 
the Oregon Citizens Alliance, the sponsor of the 

measure, will not take the set-back lightly .  
Meanwhile, the dunderheads in  Colorado did pass 
an anti-gay amendment to that state's  constitution. 
It is up to us to get off our collective asses and do 
some real constructive work in the political arena .  
As  we used to say - - ff  you're not  part of the 

solution, you're pa rt of the problem . 

:g, :g, :6� :6� 
We've got an IFGE elect ion com ing u p  m a few 
months for new and renewed hoard me mhers .  
Consider these words of IBM' s  Buck Rodgers when 
you consider who to  vote for:  "The world i s  
advancing and that means that  an  nrgan i✓a l ion 
must be willing lo change and i m prove .  The only 

sacred cow in an organizat ion is  i t s  pr inc iples . "  And  
these : "Sacred Cows make  the best  h a m bu rge r ! "  • ·  
Yours Truly (kiss, k i ss)  

:s� :g, :8� :&� 
Congratulations lo the g i r l s  (and fa mi ly member s ) of 
Renaissance, Joanne White,  Bonnie Al len .  Andrea 
Susan, her son Gary and A l i son La i · · g ' s  pa r tner  

Dottie for the i r  awards rece ived a l  Fa1 , la sia Fa i r  
1992. Goes t o  show that Rena issance people make 
an impact  no mat ter  where they go. 

:st :g, :g, :�� 
Copyright 1993 by Creative Design Serv ices  & JoA n n  
Roberts .  All repro right s  reserved . A n y  opin ions  
expressed arc those of the au thor and n ot th is 

publication . If you don't  l ike ·cm, go write you r own 
column . 

IF YOU LIKE THE NEW MAGAZINE-FOR MAT 
•CROSS-TALK• . . .  PLEASE TELL A FRIEND ! 
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NATI ONAL & I NTERNATI ONAL HOTL I NES 
> > These hot l i nes are run b y  non -profit organ izations, and may not be answered " l ive " at al l  t imes as a resu lt .  
> > L ist ings fo l lowed by % are for g roups k nown to be sexu al ly-oriented ; l ist ings fol lowed by # are for  pr imar i ly  TS-o r iented  g rou ps ; 

l ist i ngs fol lowed by @ are for heterosexu a l TV /CDs on ly .  Most other l ist ings are for "open "  (both TV /CD and TS) g rou ps . 
> > While we make eve ry effort to keep th is l ist ing u pdated , phone n um be rs may change without not ice . 

N EW ENGLAND REGION: Eta Tau Chapter Tr i-Ess , Aust in :  ( 5 1 2)  438-7604 @ 
C D  Network ,  Rochester : (7 1 6) 25 1 -23 1 2  Fi rst Satu rday,  E l  Paso : (505) 434-51 44 
Ch i  De l ta Mu Chapter Tr i - Ess , NYC:  (20 1 )  663-0772 @ Gende r Cris is He l p  L ine , Tucson :  (602) 293-3456 
Con necticu t Outreach Soc iety, Hartford : (203) 3 7 1 -6292 Gender Identity Center ,  Denver : (303) 458-5378 
East Coast F2M Group ,  Cam br idge : (4 1 3) 584-76 1 6  # G u l f  Coast Transgender Com mu n ity, Houston : (7 1 3) 780-3553 
Eu lensp iege l Society , NYC:  (2 1 2) 477-6588 % Heart of Texas Gender A l l ian ce , San Ange lo : (9 1 5)  944- 1 38 1  
Express i ng Ou r Natu re , Rocheste r :  (2 1 2) 629-5750 He l p  Me . . .  Accept Me , Dal las : (2 1 4) 404- 1 926 
Gender  Ident ity Prog ram ,  NYC: (2 1 2) 969-0888 # ReCast ,  Dal las : (2 1 4) 64 1 -4842 # 
G i r ls ' N ight Out ,  NYC:  (2 1 2) 794- 1665 ext 202 Second Image , Aust in :  (5 1 2) 778-5460 
Harr i et Lan e 's TV Set ,  CT:  (203) 237- 1 968 Society fo r the Second Se lf (Tr i-Ess) Nat ' I . :  ( 5 1 2) 438-7788 @ 
ln t ' I . Fou ndat ion for Gender Ed ucat io n :  (6 1 7) 894-8340 TS Peer Su pport , Houston :  (7 1 3) 333-2278 # 
Long Is land Fem me Ex p ress ion :  (7 1 8) 446-6753 Tau Chi Chapte r Tr i -Ess , Houston :  (7 1 3) 988-8064 @ 
Metropol i tan Gender Network ,  NYC:  (20 1 )  794- 1 665 ext 332 Tr i -P l  ex Gen der  Assoc iat ion ,  Waco ; (8 1 7) 867- 1 077 
My Cho i ce , Ba l t imore : (4 1 0) 732-4546 PACIFIC NORTHWEST: 
Outreach I nst i tute , N. Portland : (207) 775-0858 Emera ld City, Seattle : (206) 284- 1 07 1  
P ink  Flam i ngoes , Boston : (6 1 7) 536-5639 Northwest Gen de r A l l ian ce , Port land : (503) 774-8463 
Renaissance Ed ucat ion Ass ' n . :  (2 1 5) 630- 1 437 Rose City Gender Center ,  Portland : (503) 230- 1 036 
Rena issan ce Greater Ph i lade l ph ia Chapter : (2 1 5) 946-8887 Sa l mac is Fem i n ist Socia l Society , Eugene : (503) 688-4282 
Rena issance LSV Chapter , Harr i sbu rg : (7 1 7) 780- 1 578 Transsexua l Lesb ians & Frien ds , Seattle : (206)  292- 1 037 # 
Rena issan ce S. Jersey Chapter : (609) 6 4 1 -3782 THE WEST COAST (CA & HI) :  
Rhode Is l and Soc iety, Newport :  (40 1 )  847-1 035 A lpha Chapter Tr i -Ess , Los Ange les : (2 1 3) 876-6 1 4 1  @ 
Tiffany Cl ub ,  Boston :  (508) 358-2305 Amer ican Transsexu al Ed ucat ion Cente r :  (2 1 3) 469-4709 # 
Transgender i sts I ndependence Clu b ,  A lbany: (5 1 8) 436-45 1 3  And rogyny, Santa Mon i ca : (2 1 3) 467-83 1 7  
Transpitt ,  P i ttsbu rgh :  (4 1 2) 78 1 -0257 CH IC ,  Los Ange les : ( 3 1 0) 420-2580 @ 
Transsu pport ,  Portland : (207) 676-5870 D iablo  Val ley Gi r ls , Con cord : (5 1 0) 849-4 1 22 
Wash i ngton-Ba l t imore Al l iance : (30 1 )  277-5475 Ed ucat iona l TV Chan ne l ,  San Francisco; (5 1 O) 549-2665 
XX (Twenty) C lu b ,  Hartford : (203) 646-865 1 # Fem i n i ne Image , R ivers ide/San Be rnard i no :  (7 1 4) 9 3 1 - 1 5 1 5  
THE SOUTH :  Hawa i i  Transgendered Outreac h ,  Hono l u l u :  (808) 923-4270 
Amer i can Educationa l Gender Info . Service : (404) 939-0244 Neutra l Corner ,  San D iego : (6 1 9) 685-3696 
Atlanta Gen der Explorat ions : (404) 962-3 1 1 8  # Powder Puffs of Orange Cou nty, Anahe i m :  (7 1 4) 779-90 1 3  
Beta Ch i  Chapter Tr i -Ess , M iss i ss i pp i :  (60 1 )  982-7678 @ Ra i n bow Gender Association ,  San Jose : (408) 984-4044 
Black Rose , Ar l i ngton :  (30 1 )  369-7667 % Sacramento Gender Assoc iat ion :  (800) 585-7742 
Caro l i na Tran s-Sen sua l A l l iance , Char lotte : (704) 5 5 1 -8838 Soc iety tor the Second Se l f  (Tr i -Ess) Ca l i f . :  (209) 688-9246 @ 
G DA North Carol i na : (704) 982- 1 028 Swan 's I nne r Soro r ity, San Jose : (408) 297- 1 423 
Gender I nformat ion Netwo rk ,  Ga i nesvi l le : (904) 332-8 1 78 CANADA: 
Montgomery I nst i tute , Augusta : (404) 603-9426 # Canad ian Crossd ressers Clu b ,  Toronto : (4 1 6) 92 1 -6 1 1 2  
M . O .R . E . ,  Ft. Lauderda le : (305) 966-2 1 38 C lub  Met ,  Montrea l :  ( 5 1 4)  528-8874 
Mu Sigma Chapter Tr i -Ess , Arkansas : (50 1 )  972- 1 826 @ Entre Femme , Quebec :  (4 1 8) 529- 1 1 32 # 
Ph i  Eps i lon Mu Chapter Tr i -Ess , Centra l FL:  (407) 677-9540 @ Gen der Mosa i c ,  Ottawa : ( 6 1 3) 749-5203 
Real i ty , Or lan do :  (407) 425-4527 # I l l us ions Socia l Clu b ,  Ca lgary: (403) 486-966 1  
Serenity,  Hol lywood : (305) 436-9477 Monarch Soc ia l Clu b ,  Ontar io : (4 1 6) 949-6602 · 
Starb u rst ,  Tampa-St. Petersbu rg : (8 1 3) 866-0438 U . K . :  
V i rg i n ia 's Secret ,  R ichmond : (804) 74 1 - 1 1 87 Beaumont Society, London :  08 1 -756- 1 782 
MIDWEST & VICINITY: . Gende r Dysphor ia Trust ,  Londo n :  0323-64 1 1 00 # 
Centra l I l l i no i s Gender Assoc . :  (309) 444-99 1 8  GenTrust ,  London :  07 1 -730-7453 
Chi Chapter  Tr i -Ess , Chicago : (708) 364-95 1 4  @ Live rb i rds , Live rpoo l :  05 1 -709-47 45 
Ch icago Gender Society : (3 1 2) 434-5445 New TransEssex :  0268-58376 1 
City of Lakes Crossgender Com m . ,  M i n n  'p is : (6 1 2) 229-36 1 3  Rose 's , Sheffie ld : 0742-342870 
C ross-Port ,  C inc innat i :  (5 1 3) 4 7 4-9557 Scottish TV /TS G roup ,  Ed i n b u rgh :  03 1 -556-4049 
Crossdressers & Fr i ends , Kansas City: (9 1 3) 38 1 -8887 TV /TS Support Group ,  London :  07 1 -729- 1 466 
Crysta l C lu b ,  Colu m bus : (6 1 4) 777-0648 OTHER OVERSEAS: 
Crossroads , Detroi t :  (3 1 3) 537-3267 Ge rmany: Trans identitas , Offen bac h :  069.800 . 1 0 .08 
Gender  Dysphor i a Support , Shawnee Mss ' n :  (9 1 3) 3 7 1 -0658 # Transvest iteng ruppe , Ber l i n :  030.882.23.70 
Ind iana Crossdressers Soc iety, Ind ianapo l is : (3 1 7) 894-8 1 09 TV Club Ham b u rg : 040.250. 1 3 . 1 3  
Iowa Art istry, Cedar Rapids : (3 1 9) 842-2654 Be l fast Butte rfly, Rep .  of I re land : (0232) 322 023 
N . G . D . O . ,  Detroit :  ( 3 1 3) 842-5258 # De Sticht ing Rebor n ,  Nether lands : 3 1 1 04503469 
Quad-City Soci ety fo(Sex . Ed . , Daven port: (3 1 9)  324-964 1 Seahorse Society of N SW ,  Austra l ia : 02-569 6239 
St. Lou is Gender Fou ndat ion :  (3 1 4) 567-86 1 5  Khus ra , Pak istan :  0592 1 6 1 58 
Sunday Society , Ch icago : (3 1 2) 252-7024 Trans l i ne Hedesth ia , New Zealand : (09) 763-523 
SOUTHWEST /MOUNTAIN REGION: 
Alpha Ch i  Chapter Tr i -Ess , Amar i l lo : (806) 359-77 1 4 @ 
Bl uebonnet Coa l i t ion , San Anton io : (5 1 2) 656-4 163  
Bou l ton & Park Soc iety, San Anton io : (5 1 2) 545-3668 
CrossDressers I n ternat iona l ,  Tu l sa : ( 9 1 8) 582-6643 
De lta Omega Chapte r Tr i -Ess , Da l las : (8 1 7) 26 1 -3253 @ 

38 

WE R EGRET that ou r reader prof i le section was not ava i lable 
. to r i nc lus ion i n  th is f i rst issue of "Cross-Ta l k "  i n  magaz ine 
fo rmat .  We hope to rece ive add i t iona l prof i les from ou r  
su bscr ibers i n  the futu re , and wi l l  i nc lude  the reader prof i le 
section as soon as enough are rece ived . 












