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9 
14 
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23 
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30 

RAP GROUP - Cl ULl r oom b :OO 
OOCIAL - Mot tier Eve ' s 
RAP GROUP - Club room 8 : 00 
RAP GROUP Club room 8 : 00 
OOCIAL - Private Eyes 
Happy Thanksgiving! - No Meet i ng 
THANKg;JVJNG PARTY - Club roon, 7P 

DECEJ18ER 
4 OOARD MEETi t-K; - 7: OOPM 
5 RAP GROUP - Cl ub room 8: 00 
7 OOCI AL - Mother Eve's 
12 RAP GROUP - Club room 8:00 
19 CHRISTMAS PARTY c l ub 8: 00 
26 RAP GROUP - Club room 8 :00 
28 OOCIAL - Private Eyes 

JANUARY 
l FIRST NIGHT! 432-709 2 For detci i }~ 

2 RAP GROUP club room 8: OOP 
6 Board Meeting - c lub room 7 : 00P 
9 RAP GROUP c lub room 8: OOP 
11 OOCIAL - Mother Eve's 8: 00P 

SPECIAL EVm.rs : 

THANKSGIVING: The f iftt1 Saturday 1 r, 
No ve mber we will celebra t e ci di sh t t 
pass Tncinksg 1ving Dinner at the Cl~t 
Room on Central AvenuE:. Wt1at I.Jett e r Wa y 

to get rid of all those l ef t o ve r ::< 
Join Us - En Femme at 7PM. Bnng y ou r 
o wn place settings. There wi l l b e n c 
rap group on nianksg1ving day . 

CHRISTMAS: We will have a " d ish t u 
pass • d inner on Th ur sday Decembe r l 9t 1. • 

at the club room at 7PM . Bring your own 
setting , and a gift for the grab ba g of 
not more than $5.00 if you wi sh t o 
exchange. Come En Femme f o r an 
~njoyable evening. 
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Upen (Jenni f e r We are pleased to welcome Roger Peo 
\ Ph.D. to our list of contributors. or. 

J FGE Re pren e n tati ve 
l' r(>gra ms 
Rap Grn ups 
f\iq Sist e r s 

Oh J ennifer!! 
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TGI C NEWS I • en outr••ch t ool of Th• 
TUnt1~r !B t s ' Jndep<!nd<!nce Clubg of 
Al bllny , NY. TGJC Is en Ol'f'n soclel 
euppo rt grou p for croeedret1sera, 
trenssexua l8, spouses , significant 
o th.r• , pr o fessi onal• and ot hers 
I n t eres t ed In t he subjec t of gender 
dyephorle . IJ>y non-copyr ight•d •r ti c l • 
o r ina t l' r ial con t ained wi t hin t h<' pages 
o f t hi s newsletter ""'Y bl' r~roduced by 
any m..i i s as l ong es it ls presen t l'd i n 
t o t al and p roper cerd i t is g i ven a s t o 
s our c f' and author . Reprints for 
a8Si stance I n outreac h or p r off'ssi ona l 
""" art' avallabll' and art' t'ncour•<Jf'd . 

()Jr comftlnlty I • r~rHf'ntet!Yf' or 
• Yf'ry d i v•r•f' group of peop l e , and as 

l' i. nn ie B. 
Ope n 
Ope n 
Me li s s a f\ . 

SERVICES 
• W1qs Sotd & 

Sl y1P(1 

• Mak~rc; 

• Puhhc at1ons 
• lnformahon 

• Cmi.,sel]nq 
• Referrals 
• Seminars 

Peo is a board certified sexologist and 
I\ founder of Androgyny Unlimited a 
I\ counseling service for transvestites and 

transsexuals in ~ghkeepsie, an advisor 
and member of the board of d i rectors of 
both IFGE and TriEss, and a longtime 
proponent for us-folk. We have received 
a complete collect ion of Roger's Note­
book articles which have appeared else­
where, yet are still timely, are c f 
interest to all and merit re-public~tion 
- which we will do on an •as space 
pe rmits• basis. 

we'd also like to thank Kathryn H., 

I 
Melissa K., Alicia w., Pam, Tony M., 
Kymberliegh Richards Qf CROSSTALK, 
Transsexuals In Prison Newsletter and 
~ H. for their contributions. _______ , 

euch lt cov•rs • broaa epectru11 of 
utlclH end topica. It would bl' unfair 
th<'rf'fore to e11a11111• that jll9t bl'cauae • 
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co111munlty . Art icll'B ar• a•l•cted for 
inc luaion dut' to their tl11eliness or 
general inforiHtiv• nature to some 
aapect of our coininunlty . Th• articles 
do not n~ssarily reflect the opinions 
of the Board of Directors of TGIC. In 
all dl'allngs with this comml.Slity we urqp 
people t o be ~nmlnded and tol erant and 
to evaluate eac h I ndi vidua l on the i r 
""'rits rathl'r than fro11 <Je~rallzatlons 
drawn • lsewhere . 
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oear Friends, 

My name is Tony M ... r'm a FTM. 
am just starting out. I got your name 
from Dr. Leo Wollman. I would greatly 
appreciate any help or information that 
you could provide to me about what is 
going on outside my range of 
information. 

I am 21 years of age and have been 
searching since I was 16. Finding or. 
Wollman and receiving your address was 
really a God send. I have many 
questions but I don't know where to 
begin. I am hoping that the information 
you will be able to provide will answer 
quite a few of my questions so that I 
can sort out what is left and ask you 
directly. 

r do have one question now though 
and a favor to ask. I have a friend who 
is a MTF. We met accidently almost six 
years ago. When we were both looking 
for who we were. One of the biggest 
and most heartfelt discussions we've had 
through out our friendship is whether or 
not she would be able to give birth to 
her own children. A week ago a friend 
of hers sent her a story about a doctor 
in France who has perfected a Uteral 
Transplant surgery with full success and 
his patent is now six months pregnant. 
His name is Dr. Gustave Catello and he 
has a clinic in St. Etienne, France. 

would you be able to make inquiries 
and find out if this Dr. and his surgery 
are real? I would be grateful for any 
information you can provide. My friend 
would be eternally grateful. Thank you 
very much for your time. 

Sincerely, 
TOny M. - Swanton, Vt. 

oear TOny, 

Please forgive me for taking over a 
month to answer this letter. Enclosed 
you will find our regular package of 
information on TGIC. We meet on the 
second Saturday each month in 
Schenectady, and on the fourth Saturday 

3. 

each month in Albany for a social 
gathering. We have an open rap session 
every Thursday night. If you need 
further information on these gatherings, 
please contact me directly at 518-43 2-
7092. You and your friend are more than 
welcome to join any of these gatherings . 
F'Urther you will find an issue or tw o of 
recent new s l e tter s which wi ll help 
familiarize you more with our grouJ?. 
Also , I have enclosed a fair amount o f 
information relevant to finding servi ces 
for the FTM transsexual - I hope all 
this is helpful. 

Regarding, the st o ry o f 
transplanting a complete reproductive 
system from a female to a male or MTF 
transsexual, I am unable to confirm this 
story at this time. 

About once a year, one tabloid or 
another reports a story of this nature .. 
two years ago there was a report of a 
MTF in Europe which gave birth t o a 
healthy boy from organs donated by an 
accident victim ... reportedly this was a 
very fortuitous chance which provided a 
high compatibility of tissue match -
this is unconfirmed. Last year, one 
tabloid reported a TS who was pregnant 
following surgery performed in New 
Jersey... the TS even appeared on a 
nationally syndicated talk show ... this 
was later prpven to be a hoax. r hav e 
heard several reports of the story you 
inquire about, but checking the medical 
abstracts at the NYS Library show no 
formal publishing of such a feat . 
Although I can't definitely say that 
this story is not true, I do find it 
difficult to believe that the doctor 
responsible for any of these 
breakthrough surguries hasn't published 
his techniques for professional peer 
review. 

Two years ago, or's Granado, and 
Biber, (two well known, knowledgeable 
and respected reassignment surgeon s ) 
stated on the Geraldo Show, that thi s 
sort of surgery was impossible since it 
would require administration of drugs t o 
prevent rejection of the transplanted 
tissues... these same drugs, they stated 
would in effect steralize or kill any 
viable ovvum in the ovaries. However, 
new anti-rejection techniques are being 



discovered which may someday lead to 
such a possibility if not currently 
available. 

If or. Catello and his techniques 
ar e real, they are highly experimental 
at this point, very risky, and it would 
be premature indeed to hope that his 
t echniques would be adopted soon by 
other surgeons. After all, reassignment 
surgery itself has been around at least 
since 1931, and it is still classified 
as experimental . Also if they are real 
something should appear soon in the 
t echnical journals shortly after the 
baby's hopefully successful birth. 

What has been shown to be possible 
is a male pregnancy where the fertilized 
ovvum is implanted in the abdominal wall 
or an ectopi c pregnancy. In either case 
delivery would have to be by ceaserean 
section as the male pelvic structure 
will not accomidate vaginal delivery. 

Like your friend, I too would like 
t o be able to say it is possible to have 
a baby. For a MTF TS this is often the 
highest form of female expression, which 
would provide an incredible sense of 
completeness and legitimacy and if you 
will, a sense of purpose. For now, all 
we can do is hope that someday, 
techniques will improve, and it will 
become a reality. I can't express how 
much it would mean to me, I can imagine 
how your friend must feel. I'm sorry I 
can't be more encouraging, but I hope we 
hear more from both of you soon. Good 
luck and love to you both. 

Sincerely 
Jennifer  

IF YOU DAVE LETTERS OF COMMENT OR 
QUESTIONS YOO WOOLD LIKE ANSWERED, 
PLF.ASE DROP A NOTE TO TGIC NEWS AT OUR 
CWB ADillESS. 

JULIE DENISON 
( ( ll "\'-Fl.< )H ,\"\ I > ATI< ) IC\FY A l f_,\\\ 

Specializing in 
Matrinnnial & Family Law 

Transgendered, Lesbian ' Gay Sensitive 

OP~ LE'ITER 'ID A DEAR PR.IFNI> 

I felt I needed to write you this 
to try to explain the mixture of 
emotions I felt last night when you 
asked me to read for the male parts in 
Terra Nova. On one hand, I was pleased, 
that our friendship has grown to the 
extent that you seem to want to do this 
together, but on the other hand it 
underscored to me a feeling that you 
don't really understand how much it 
hurts me to try living as a man. Maybe, 
this might help you to understand ••. 
suppose a man lost his leg as a child 
and spent a considerable part of his 
life trying to learn to walk with a 
prosthesis - a false leg. suppose that 
man · found using that prothesis painful 
and awkward, but preferential to life in 
a wheelchair. Further, suppose that 
that man was very sensitive to his only 
having one leg. would you ask that man 
to try out for a part in a play as a one 
legged man, simply because he could do 
it so believably? 

I know I'm not the most believably 
feminine looking person. I know that 
transsexualism is something that most 
people have a difficult time 
understanding - I did too. I hope 
though, that by writing you this, maybe 
you will better understand how much it 
hurts to have to be percieved as male, 
or less than female. Maybe you will 
understand better how incredibly 
frustrating it is to not be able to find 
worthwhile work as a woman ••• to only be 
able to make ends meet or be viable or 
believeable by resorting to •male• 
skills, I'd rather be able to leave 
behind .•. to get up every morning to 
have to shave, to know that certain 
parts of my body will never look 
feminine, to be nearly six feet tall 
when most other women are considerably 
shorter, to see short stubby fingers on 
hands where you only want to see long 
gracefully tapering fingers and 
beautifully manicured nails, to know all 
the other miriad of details which set 
you apart. I really don~ mind being 
known as a transsexual, but to be male 
identified hurts - deeply. 

You see, like that one legged man, 
I 

I too have a prothesis, only it ' s made 
of things .like makeup, and hairspray, 
and things inside that are much less 
tangible. Like him, my prothesis allows 
me to walk with dignity - different, but 
unashamed of who I am. Like him, 
wearing that prothesis is very 
uncomfortable, awkward and far fr om 
perfect, but going without it is j us t 
plain painful. To me, my wheelchair ~ s 
a perception that people make that I m 
male, and the accompanying expectations 
that go with that perception. It 
confines and limits me t o definitions 
that don't really fit who I an1. You ' re 
support has meant more to me than you 
will ever know, maybe this will hel p you 
better understand. 

Love Jennifer. 

h 'ng your legs again, "If catch you s av1 
111 

you're in serious trouble. 

ANUHOG\'NY 
UNLIMITED 

Poger E. Peo. AID. ___ __.. 
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~ AND 'DfE Gmom CIMtltUTY 
by Jennifer  

Last nigtit I attended my fir st TAKE BACK 
TH E NIGHT rally. J oi ning about fiv e 
hundred ot he r women, we mar ched th rough 
the s treet s of Albany in protes t of rape 
and a busi ve t reatm ent o f women . Tak e 
13ac k the Night is a nat i onwide happeni ng 
- t o bo rrow an o ld te rm - wh e r e 
su rv i vor s o f rape and a buse uni t e and 
sh a re. I marched near the r ea r o f t he 
parade , wher e you could hear every rude , 
abu s iv e co mm e nt from t he nu me r ous 
drunk s , drug dealers, and id iots wh o 
thought they were be i ng •macho" or what 
eve r by hurling abusive and de r ogat ory 
remarks a s the parade pa ssed by. It 
astounded me how many missed the point 
entirely. 

1'd never been sexually abu se d 
either as a child or an adult - had I?. 
Why did I feel such a str ong .need tu 
co me to t his rally ? was it som e 
obligation I f elt I needed t o mee t tu 
prove I too was a woman? 

Earlier that evening, we had heard 
a woman tell ho w she wa s gang raped on 
the bright lit street s o f To r onto. 
As I listened, at first, I f e lt 
uncomfortable as I realized, that every 
day a s a t ranssexua 1 woman, I hei d 
experienced rude, suggestive or leading 
comments on the streets o f Alb a ny . 
con1ments wt11ch I th ought we r e i ri 
reference to what I was. comments wt11cl1 
had become a stumbling block t o my self 
acceptance as a woman. comments which 
had made me uncomfortable going about 
my business without feeling some need to 
look over my shoulder. comments whi ch I 
now understand every woman has to fa ce 
daily and that more often than not have 
nothing to do with being transsexual . I 
also thought of the three gend e r 
community members who had survived rape 
attempts last year in Albany, but were 
unable to report those crimes. I 
thought of the thirteen or more tra ns­
sexual women who were murdered ac r oss 
the state of New York only three year s 

ago. Another woman, told how as a child , 
she had had wallboard compound s tu ff ed 
in her ears so she couldn't hear her 



attacker; vaseline put in her eyes so 
s he couldn't see the same attacker - her 
father. I thought about a daughter of 
mine who at age four came to visit me 
in 1975, from her home with my ex wife 
and her boy friend. My ex told me that 
our daughter had been showing a puss­
l i k e discharge from her vagina. 
suspecting the worst, I took my three 
children, myself and my future wife to 
t he county health department for a VD 
s creen t o find that my daughter had 
Gonnoreah. •No, you didn't get it from 
the toilet seat•, the doctor said. 
Fearing exposure if I sued for custody, 
I told myself that my ex would handle 
i t, and sent my daughter back to the 
home which had spawned this horror - and 
hated ~self for doing that ever since. 

Another woman read through the 
st ages of recovery women who had been 
raped went through. They sounded 
i ncredibly familiar and I realized that 
they were the same stages I had gone 
t hrough coming out of denial to accept 
myself as transsexual. The key to that 
growth and acceptance was understanding. 
Understanding that I wasn~ some bad 
person - that I wasn't the one who was 
wrong. Understanding that I wasn't 
alone, that not: only are there thousands 
like me today but that there has beeh a 
r ich mostly positive history of people 
like me. 

Wendi Pierce, cl-iairwoman of IFGE has a 
saying she l i kE s to repeat - •Go FOR 
IT". In honesty, r've felt that was a 
little too encouraging for many people 
who might be decieving themselves. 
Maybe, the •rr isn't the •rT• I thought 
it was. Maybe the "Ir is merely the 
courage to take command of your life. 
To find the courage to understand, to 
learn to love both yourself and others 
and make the hard choices. Many of us 
could have listened to the presenters 
that night and drawn parallels to their 
own lives, but without empowering our­
selves to face our own demons how many 
of us avoid making the hard choices? 

I marched with some friends who 
we re serving as parade •peace guards• 
as myself - as Jennifer with my head 

high - something I couldn't have done 
just three years ago. I marched near the 
rear, too from respect not wanting in 
any way my situation to detract from the 
deep importance in what these women were 
doing. 

- -Powder Puffs 
of 

Orange County 
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LIFE IN THE CimET 
Submitted through GenderLine by Pam. 

I have a small room in the base­
ment of our house which is designated 
Daddys room. In it I have my sewing 
table with machines, my pattern boxes 
and fabric boxes. I also have a weight­
workout bench, which I don't use often 
enough, and my television. It is also my 
smoking room, I am a pipe smoker and am 
relegated to my room when I want to 
puff. Because the previous owner made 
the room a bedroom it has a nice large 
closet. I told my wife about the real me 
last December and she said she did not 
want to see me dressed, but it was 
alright with her if I continued what I 
have been for as long as I can remember. 
Well, I have always kept my female 
clothes in boxes hidden in various 
closets, so I just consolidated every­
thing into my one closet. I do need many 
many boxes but it is a big closet . Now I 
can hang dresses,blouses, and skirts so 
they are not crumpled up in a box. 

My wife is slowly going through 
the agony of losing the image of her 
husband the macho male, and replacing it 
with •he really does wear heels•. She 
has been upset a few times when the visa 
bill arrives and there is a charge for 
shoes. I just keep explaining that: 1. I 

am not throwing anything away now and I 
am replacing trash with good items so 
after the initial replacement period I 
will be back on my clothes budget( I 
hope). And, 2. I can go back to hiding 
everything completely, which means 
st range $ withdrawals to cash and a PO 
box. She then calms down and accepts a 
little more of the reality of me. Of 
course she can't figure out why I would 
want more then l pair of shoes, and why 
I don't spend much money on •male• 
c lothes and shoes. I am sure she will 
one day understand, when she accepts me. 

Every chance I have alone is used 
to burrow into my closet and emerge with 
a proper outfit to wear. This is usually 
every morning for a couple of hours, and 
when I am home on vacation or sick time. 
The best times are when my wife and kids 
go out of town on vacation for a week or 
two each year. Then its correctly 
dressed all of the time except when at 
work. What we have worked out is my wife 
will make a loud noise when she comes 
home and if I am dressed I will tell 
her. She will then go into another room 
so that I can go down to my room and 
change. 

One big step that was made for us 
was she and my kids bought me a pink 
shirt for Fathers day. She made sure 
that many of her friends saw it on me 
and how good I looked in it. Last week 
I bought her a box of panties that she 
had asked me to make for her, plain 
white blahh things. I told her I couldnt 
do blahh and she did laugh saying the 
•artiiesst• prefers to make prettier 
things, and gave me a big hug. 

You are right about receiving a 
pretty gift. (refers to a comment I had 
made about how good it feels to get a 
•special • gift from the ones you love -
ed.) I know that when she gives me one 
she has accepted me. I am just waiting. 

Huggs Pam 

OV~ TO~N WA• SO S4W..1.. .. . j 
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D&S <DmER: D&S BEXilhtUN;S 
by Melissa K. 

Before I launch into the article I'd 
just like to say that it is not my 
intention nor the intention of TGIC to 
portray one gender over the other. Or 
to make one sex less improtant than the 
other. While the D&S world may seem 
rather brutal, it isn't if you take it 
in context. We all have our fantasies 
and since the realm of Discipline and 
Submission does exist in the cross­
dressing community it only makes sense 
that many CD's also have D&S fantasies. 
Remember, the annual Dressing for 
Pleasure Gala is essentially a big D&S 
party and many of it's participants are 
members of the gender community. As 
noted by the editor in the previous 
edition, D&S is very structured and has 
safeguards to prevent in j ury by the 
dominant and the submissive. Any 
activity of a forced nature that fall 
outside of the guidelines would 
certainly not be condoned by me, 'IGIC or 
the D&S community as a whole . 

More and more progress is made each 
day that's helping to determine gender 
identity. But where do D&S tendancies 
begin? Probably the same as any other 
interest such as baseball, stamp 
collecting, even basket weaving. I 
suppose it could from early 
conditioning. As a child in the mid 
60's to mid 70's, I witnessed many 
bondage and captivity type stories on 
television from many different shows. 
•eatman•, •The Man From UNCLE•, and •'Itle 
Wild, Wild West• all had scenes of 
exotic bondage with a cliff-hanging 
twist. Even cartoons occasionally took 
on captivity / Peril type scenarios. 
(•Josie and the Pussycats• immediately 
comes to mind.) It almost looked 
enjoyable since you knew the good 
guys/girls were never going to qet hurt. 
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And the question that always entered my 
head was: •what's it like?• And since 
a question usually invites and answer, 
experimentation naturally follows. 

As an adult my interests have 
pretty much stabilized, and its nice to 
know that I'm not the only one with 
these kinds of interests. That became 
apparent when visiting a friend one day 
and happened to notice a letter in one 
of his PLAYBJY magazines about bondage. 
But it didn't go into a lot of detail. 
And since just about anything of a D&S 
nature is considered "Hard core• 
pornography I had to look elsewhere. 

At this time I realized there was 
indeed a sub-culture of this theme, but 
details of it were elusive. It wasn't 
until I took a trip with this same 
friend to Plattsburg when I discovered 
a PUblication completely dedicated to a 
bondage theme. we went to a news stand 
which he and a buddy of his called "The 
Dirty Book Shop". Inside the adults 
only section I found a whole shelf of 
material relating to the B&D and S&M 
interests. Although there were none 
which had TV's in them, future trips to 
the "Dirty Book Shop" would find those 
as well. 

A fairly good source for D&S 
articles is a simple newspaper type 
publication called "B&D Pleasures•. In 
addition to it's regular features were 
personal ads. I have never answered any 
of these but have had the pleasure to 
meet fellow D&s'ers right here in Albany 
and even within our own group. Another 
good publication is "Bondage Life". BL 
is a serious edition which has been 
described as not being sexually 
arousing. A kindred spirit brought it 
to my attention by mentioning an article 
titled •The Transsexual Bond ager•. The 
very first sentence of the article asks: 
"Is there a reason why so many of our 
males-in-bondage are also 
transvestites?• The article goes on to 
say that "Vulnerability, and the need 
for help or protection, is a large part 
of the traditional image of 
'femininity'•. Maybe that's the image 
that young TV sees as he's watching a 
female being rescued by her hero and 
then riding off into the sunset. 
Another happy ending. 

Even nowadays as women become more 
self sufficient I guess the image 
remains basically intact. So as the old 
saying goes: "The more things change, 
the more they stay the same." 
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CHOICES COUNSELING ASSOCIATES 
Le.blan/Gav A//lrmatlH 

ARI.ENE S. ISTAR. C.S.W. C.A.C. 
PAUL G. POSTIGLIONE. C.S.W. 
MOONHAWK RIVER STONE, B.S .. Ph.D. CANO. 

(518) 355 • 9921 I (518) 462 • 5016 
266 Delaware Avenue. Delmar. New Vorlc 12054 

CDMJNITY ACTIVI9' 

Amoog the many newsletters TGIC recieves 
in our club room, one of the most 
interesting is T.I.P. (Transsexuals in 
Prison). I thought you might enjoy 
excerpts from an article wr iten by 
Vanessa Meriwether, CEO for TIP, Inc. 
and my response to her article: 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

It greatly saddens me to think that 
so many of you out there are not getting 
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the message that we are sending. Nor 
are you willing to carry on the struggle 
that is so important to the transsexual 
community. 

.•• As I sat back and watched the 
Gay Pride events that took place this 
past month, I did not see any 
transsexual members of our community out 
there getting things together for our 
community. 

So, get it together, because we 
here at TIP are not babysitting anyone, 
and we are not here to hold your hand. 
Use the information that we give you to 
help other's in your area, and let 
others know; we are sending this 
message "we will not take a back seat to 
discrimination any longer, we are equal 
and will remain equal." 

* * * * 
Ms. Vanessa  #24493 
ro Box 30 
Pendleton, IN 46064 

Dear Vanessa, 

I'm writing in response to your 
article "MAKING A DIFFERENCE" in the 
recent edition of Transsexuals In 
Prison. In it you dispair about the 
lack of support from the transsexual 
community as evidenced by the lack of 
coverage or our participation in Gay 
Pride marches. Maybe I can offer a ray 
of hope. Let me assure you that you 
obviously didn't get the whole picture. 
In Chicago for instance the Chicago 
Gender society has sponsored a float in 
their parade for years with increasing 
participation every year. In New York, 
transsexuals participated as an 
identified group for the first time ever 
largely through the efforts of Gay 
community center's Gender Outreach 
Program and individuals from both 
survivors Of Transsexualism Anonymous 
and The Gathering. In Hartford the 
first gay pride parade also saw 
participation from several members of 
the XX club. In Boston, transsexuals 
provided vocal background for that 
city's parade. 

In our own Albany, myself and other 
transsexuals participated in the March 
On Albany for political rights in April 
for the first time last year. •. Two of 
us were also on various orqanizing 

committees networking with both the 
Lesbian and Gay Lobby, and The Capitol 
District Lesbian and Gay community 
center. FUrther, I provided entertain­
ment (DJ'ed) for the rally the night 
before the march. This year, our local 
group TGIC fielded a contingent of ten 
marchers, including myself and one ot her 
person who acted as Parade Marshalls. 

In recent m<:X1ths, gender groups in 
New York have united to form th e NY 
State Gender coalition - the first net­
work of this nature in the world. NYSGC 
has endorsed a program called the ALBANY 
GENDER PROJECT which among other goals 
will hopefully become the first lobbing 
arm ever for transsexuals and 
transgender rights - r've enclosed tht­
preliminary report on AGP for your 
review. Other accomplishments inc lude 
representation on the Pride Agenda - the 
New Lobbying arm for the New York 
Lesbian and Gay community, and I 
recently was asked to assume a seat on 
the Programing committee for the Women's 
BUilding in Albany. 

All the above in Albany, has been 
accomplished with the help of a 
dedicated minority who has found the 
risks worth taking and grew out of a 
group who only two years ago saw no 
reason to network with the lesbian and 
gay communities at all. Surprisingly, 
one person, a lawyer who had been one of 
the most verbal in speaking out agarnst 
involvement in lesbian and gay issues, 
later volunteered to assis~ in the pre­
per at ion of position papers for the 
PRIDE AGENDA. Similar events are going 
on nationwide, as for the first time in 
history transgendered people of all 
sorts are trying to work together for 
the common good. In evidence of this, 
witness the growing regional networking, 
as well as the introduction of the 
Gender Bill of Rights and other sin1i Jar 
documents presented to the IFGE 
convention in Denver. 

Growth in political activism is 
happening, slowly, but sadly there are 
by far too few people becoming involved, 
and far too many who frustratingly w1Jl 
never become involved. In the mean time 
we can expect more bills like t11e 
Americans With Disabilities Act to be­
come law. For those unfamiliar with 
this bill, which becomes law next 
July ..• Essentially, transsexuals and 



I 
I 

~ . 

transvestites along with a host of other 
•undes i reables • have been excluded from 
gua rentees of necessary medical coverage 
if disabled. Who knows, maybe when the 
first t ranssexual who is refused medical 
cover age under the law dies, it will 
make these people wake up . Keep up th e 
good work on your end. 

With Love, 
Jennifer  
Outreach Chairperson TGIC 
Coordinator Albany (,ender 
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Hair-Raising 
Spectacles 

Hampden County judge 
ponders cross- dresser 
ny NANCY GO:-.i'fF.H 

Roy Rosenthal wore a gr:iv 
skirt , green tank tnp and IJluc 
pumps· to his pre-tr ia l di\·orec 
hearing in H;11npdr.n Counlv 
Prol.J;ilc Court in Sprirrglil'ld 
yesterday. 

He i!Sked Judge Tludolph 
S;icco to ca ll him "rn,1 :11n ." 
Sacco tried hi~ best l o ohligc. 

",J u~ t because I \n •;1r \\·om· 
en 's t: lolh<'s cl oc:·11·1 1,1('; 1n I 
can·1 clo Ill\' d:!i v ;is ;1 hu ~­

h;ind ." he s;ii<I 
Wc;iring \\'1J111c11 ·s l'!nihing is 

his "<·•mslitulion:tl rir.h t. " Hil· 
~ ;:-n lh;:il sn id 

''1'111 not here lu _i111t1u · n1:i ,;l i· 
t11ti1111al rii:hl s. 1·111 111· : •: ;is :i 
domcst k rcl a l.i1111 s j11 ,lr.l': 

J he 1hoee weni 1i7.e 14 and 
the gold-painted nails polyure­
thane, but the fun at Manhat­
tan drag-fest Wiptock was 24-
karau pure. The eeventh 
annual carnival of cro&IHiress­
ing rocked to the retro sounds 
of Deee-Lite and Ultra Nate, 
but the true stars were the 

For the pasl twn years. Ro· 
Sl'nlhal, a Blandford resident 
who prefers the name Terri, 
has been drc.~sing like a ll'oman 
all the time. 

Gloria , Rosenthal's wife or 
13 years, is seeking the di ­
vorce. When they got married, 
her husband wore women's 
clothes only in their home. In 
1989, he began wcarini; worn· 
en 's clothes to £unctions and to 
her parents house . her 
attorney, William A. Fraseo. 
tohl thr cou rt. 

"ll hcc;:i111c intolerable, " 
Frasco said. 

Rosenthal told lht' judi;c he 
docs not want a divorce. 

SaC'r.o said . 
l ~r;;seo told fh(' i:u11r: !1c had 

b<•en unablC' lo r.0111.11·: ·' Mr. 
Hosenthal " for a m ert ir:g 

"Don'l call rn<' l\1 r.. .. Ro­
scnlha I said. 

"What should w t: c;:ill vou. 
sir1 " the judge a~kC'd . 

"Call me ma 'am ... l!c rrplii:d . 
Sacco tried. 
"Oo vou h;n'C' a l;111":• ·r . sir 

ma ·;im '' " lhc j11di:?1: ;1 ~ kcd 
Inter. 

SaC'co told P.o~('nf!r,1 1 lo J:l'l ;i 
lawyer to rcprcsl'nl l1im :111d 
set a Dec. Ii dal r f r:~ thC' di ­
vorce he;rring 

S-.Abollt Sex 
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crowd. (Ask any would-be Liz­
putting on this much makeup 
gives new meaning to Labor 
Day.I Keeping thoee falsies 
straight can be tiring, too. Sighs 
organizer Lady Bunny, "Even 
we club folk need a day to relu 
and just have a good time." 

fA&AI C HIDIYAand 
C.t.aLA Kou11 

How many men are transvestites? 
DMrMll: 

Several timee you have men­
tioned traniM!tlti8m in your col­
wnns. I am about to let my gtr1. 
triend, who I hope will eventually 
be my ftancee, knOw there are 
times when I would rather wear 
her pantie& and psntyhOlle than my 
awn underwear. c.n yuu t.ell me 
what percentage of men enjoy thiaT 
Maybe it will help me convince IM!r 
I'm not really off the wall but I and 
otheni like me lack the acceptance 
that gays now generally enjoy. 

LEWIS 
I have never l!eell a statistic on 

the percentage of b'an8vestites, but 
I get a steady etream of lettere 
from them. M081. people 188Ume 
that cnl88-dres.qing is a sign of ho-

lllOll8m8Hty. It la not. Some gay 
men like to ctr- In women'11 
clothes, but not .n. and moet trane­
vtllltitM. are not py. Many have 
wives. I hope this penuades your 
girlfriend. 

.,.,. .. 
I 1111 17 and I Ilka to dreea In 

WOIMll'll clothes, but my CMe is dif­
ferent.. When I WM 16 I hid to 
have Ill)'~ ir..ts removed. 
I only did it for the Mke of my fam­
Dy'11 ~l Now they are 
growing beck, and my mother le go­
ing to make me go through that 
heD again. I reali7.e that what I 
really want is a llelt change when I 
tum 18. My mother aid Bhe will 
never talk to me lpin if I do. I 
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don't want that. I love her 80 much, 
but I have tn live a life of mv own. 
How can I make my mother. under­
l!tand how I reel! 

CONCERNED 
Your feeling that yoo were born 

Ut a bod)' Of the wrong lleX iR called 
"gender dysphorla." It Is not the 
same thing as transvel!tism or ho­
moeexuality. However, it is a feeling 
that ill very c:Wncult for most peopk> 
to undentand. 

Some people with this rondition 
change their minds when treated hy 
intensive therapy. Most. like you. 
want what is called a 11ex change, 
though this isn't alway~ 100 pel't'ellt 
satiefactory either. You nee<I to find 
a lmowledjteable therapist who can 
talk tn you and your mother. 



FINDJK; ~ DCJRIN; 'mANSITI~ - PART 2 
by Jennifer  

In part one we discussed how to go about 
making yourself more saleable to a 
prospective employer. In this part we 
will discuss where to look, and 
alternatives to conclude this series. 

WHERE 'ID LOOK: 

so, now that you have your ducks in a 
row (?) where do you look? 'Itiis mostly 
depends on the sort of work for which 
you are looking. As in most of the rest 
of this subject books have been writen 
which are more valuable than I could 
ever be, but assuming you are just 
starting out cross-working, and are 
unemployed •.. one of the best places to 
start is a temporary employment 
agency ... especially if you have an ID 1 

problem as described in part one. ~mp 
agencies generally focus on certain 
types of employment, and offer you the 
advantage of working in your cha>en sex 
for the client employer while carrying 
you on their (the temp agency) books 
under your legal identification. I have 
worked with a number of temp agencies, 
and have found them all without 
exception, to be extremely helpful 
finding employment. (I·ve often 
suspected that they find placing 
transsexuals as an interesting challenge 
in what is often a boring job. Also 
taking a job with a temp agency gives 
you the opportunity to check how 
realisticly you are able to perform in a 
day to day work environment as the sex 
of your choice, with relatively little 
risk of a possible failure following you 
for a long time. 'Itie disadvantages are 
of course that working full time at a 
temp job usually for low pay, precludes 
your ability to find better employment 
by tying up time. However, it can give 
you the all important legitimate track 
record as someone who has proven their 
legitimacy, and can provide references 
for you, plus some relatively immediate 
income. One temp agent has become one 
of my best references. 

Permanent employment agencies are al ways 

good to contact as well, however unless 
you have exceptional qualifications in a 
particular field, they probably won't be 
of much help, as their survival depends 
on placing the most qualified, non­
controversial persons, in high paying or 
difficult to fill positions. contact 
these people, but don't hold your 
breath ... In two years, I've yet to get 
a single interview from an employment 
agency. 

want Ads should be reviewed religiously 
and appropriate resumes and cover 
letters sent out. .. (even if you are 
currently enployed) a word Processor is 
invaluable for this if you can afford 
it. 

Networking: The old saying goes .. •its 
not what you know ..• it's who you know• 
and this is especially true in job 
searching ... use your time to get out 
and meet new people ... expand your 
contacts, join new groups. The activity 
will keep your mind off possible 
financial problems, and help you 
experience your new role, learn social 
skills and make contacts that can be 
invaluable in finding the new job. Get 
out of the gender community or the gay 
bars and into the real war ld. MTF·s 
might get involved with churches, 
theater, women·s groups, etc. FTM 's 
might look into politics, community 
involvement, professional associations. 
Either group could look into learning 
new skills or furthering education. In 
short, the more you let it be know you 
are looking, the more options will come 
your way. 

SELF EMPI.DYMENT: How about going into 
business for yourself? Everyone · has 
salable skills or abilities. During the 
two years I was looking for work during 
transition, I tried everything I could 
think of to make a living. Many of my 
skills found a demand in others in the 
gender community, doing makeovers, 
selling wigs, peer counseling, escorting 
less open t ransgendered persons, doing 
seminars or giving lectures, writing 
articles, publishing a magazine. 
Meanwhile, I found miscellaneous odd 

jobs in carpentry, landscaping, word 
processing, commission sales, just to 
name a few. None of these things 
required any more investment to start 
than the cost of some flyers and a 
phone. Make an inventory of what you 
can do, and what you like to do. Talk 
to others to get impartial feedback or 
let them know you would like the 
opportunity to do what you wish, and ask 
their assistance. Often some well 
placed flyers can keep food on the table 
and your self confidance from slipping. 

Write Letters. If you can afford the 
time and postage, identify potential 
employers in your desired field, and 
send them a letter of introduction, 
inquiring about opportunities with their 
company. Send this to an appropriate 
corporate officer in the area you seek 
employment rather than the Human 
Resources or employment office. Let 
them know you will be waiting for their 
reply. Most of the time this will be 
refered to the employment office, but 
occassionally you may get a personal 
letter from the corporate officer with 
an unexpectedly positive reception. 

AWID THE WELFARE TRAP: 

How about welfare? In many states the 
benefits on welfare can be overwhelming 
for those who know how to play the 
systems, and for those who are most 
likely looking for employment at the 
lower end of the employment scale, it 
can be seductive. When you consider 
that for most people various •welfare 
programs offer, combined benefits of 
Unemployment, welfare, rent . benefits, 
medical benefits (including SRS under 
certain circumstances in some states) 
fuel subsities, food stamps, legal 
advocacy, clothing and furniture 
allowances plus various other programs, 
it isn't hard to see that you might have 
to make in excess of $20,000 to do this 
well on your own. However, what are the 
costs? Welfare robs you of your sense 
of self worth and self importance, let 
alone your dignity. It provides the 
recipient with basics to maintain life 
but not enough to break out of the 
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welfare trap. Don't get me wrong, 
welfare has some great programs for 
short term emergencies, but usually they 
don't respond quickly enough to help in 
short term emergencies, and they are 
geared for the long term recipient. In 
order for anyone who is transsexual to 
survive and be viable in this world it 
is crucial that a healthy sense of self 
worth and importance be maintained. 
Without this, you just can't make it. . . 
this makes the cost of social programs 
as a way of life for the transsexual 
just too expensive, and leads to a self 
destructive negative spiral. As a proud 
member of todays transsexual community 
you owe it to yourself to avoid the 
welfare trap. 

IN CONCLUSION: 

Finding employment is a job in-itself 
but the rewards in our situation can be 
tremendous. If we remember a few simple 
basic social constructs Tact, 
civility to others, exude an air of 
confidance that demands respect, treat 
others honestly and fairly and as you 
yourself would like to be treated, you 
may not get rich, but opportunities are 
out there. 

0 
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ADDENDUM TO •FINDING WORK• - NAME 
ClfmiES: 
by Jennifer  

The previous two part article, 
•Finding Work During Transition• had 
already been completed by the time that 
I went to the 1991 Autumn Accord in 
Syracuse. While there, I attended the 
•Transsexuals and the U:tw• seminar given 
by our own Pam M. and Syracuse's Molly 
K. where, I found that some of the 
information given in part one of this 
article was in error. In specific, I 
refer to the material on name change and 
identification. New York State, I 
learned is indeed a common Law state 
which means you have the legal right to 
call yourself any name you wish merely 
by using that name - without a court 
order. f\Jrther, all identification can 
be changed to reflect the name you 
chose, except your birth certificate, 
without an order. You do have to be 
able, however, to prove that you do use 
the new name before you can change your 
major ID. In Albany, I found the folks 
at OMV on Pearl St. to be extremely 
helpful, in specific one Linda Lindstrom 
the department supervisor who explained 
just what I needed to change my driver's 
license, and registration. OMV it seems 
has a sheet (Form MV-44.1) which lists 
acceptable identification for proof of a 
name change. According to the form you 
are asked to •bring one or more 
of the documents listed below that add 
up to a total value of 6 or more. At 
least one of them must have your 
signature on it. If the total value of 
your documents is less than 6, bring as 
many different proofs as you can. An 
office supervisor MAY approve them. For 
your own protection, we need to make 
sure you are who you say you are.• Some 
of the proofs listed and their values 
are listed below - this is not a 
complete list: 

NYS Photo Driver License 6 
Parents Affidavit if under 18 6 
US Passport 3 
FOreign Passport 3 
Citizenship papers 3 
Drivers License not NYS 3 

credit card 2 
Social security card 2 
welfare/ Medicaid card 2 
conputer printed pay stub 2 
school ID with picture 2 
check cashing or A'Il'l card l 
Errployer ID card l 
Bank Statement l 
Insurance card 1 
Food Stanp card l 

had almost what I needed, but decided 
to change my bank records which I 
thought would be a n easy change .•• 
seems the bank had to close my old 
account, and open a new one in the new 
name, but to do that, they required a 
major form of ID! - Dead End. 

Returning to OMV with the proper 
identification, I asked for Linda, who 
took me to the front of the line, 
checked my ID, OK'ed the name changes, 
and changed both my registration and 
license ... it took about 15 minutes. If 
you live in Albany county and have 
questions, Linda can be reached at 473-
5665, and she'll be happy to help you. 

social security was next ... they too 
have a similar list of required 
documentation, but they also requi ~e an 
ID in the old name. The person on the . 
desk tried to tell me I needed a court 
order, but I explained that my lawyer 
said otherwise, and asked her to check 
with a supervisor ... about five minutes 
later, she returned ... somewhat 
frustrated looking, and processed my 
name change. Maybe this is the person I 
talked with when I researched the 
earlier piece ... but it proves a 
point ... not all bureaucrats know the 
rules and if you are sure you are 
right ... stick by your guns and ask to 
speak with a higher up. Social security 
however will NO!' change the sex on your 
records without a court order, but sex 
isn't indicated on the social Security 
card 'so this wasn't a major concern to 
me at this time as all I was seeking was 
legal identification to facilitate 
enployment. 

In the next edition, I'll try to 
share some enlightening information I 

learned from this seminar on the New 
York State Public Accomidation Law and 
the Human Rights Administration - Unless 
of course Pam would like to do this for 
me? 

The Gender Bill Of Rights 
t, v Sh .iron Ann Stuart 

( )ur fou11di11g falhcrs wisely provided a Bill o r Rights 10 comple-
111rn1 the C11ns1i1111io n which I hey drafted as lhc foundation for 

nur drn10nacy. Tiu.: Bill o f Rights guarantees our individual frcc­
dnms - spcech, assembly, press, hearing arms, and so on. These 
rif! hl s ;ire _so much a parl or our everyday lives 1ha1 we oflen lake 
I hcm for granlcd . II is worlh remembering lhal our mceling I his 
"'<'l'k in Dcnvi.:r is a righl (lo asscmhlc) guaranteed hy our Consti -
111 1 i1111 . The righl lo puhlish I his Newslcllcr and lo speak out on 
f!clllkr issues is likewise prolccled hy lhe piece of parchmcnl we 
r;dl ( )ur Ctmstil ulio11 . 

I haq: long fell lhc need for a "Gender Bill of RiKlrts". Aflcr all, 
lt1n< u111cr s, hospital palienls, handicapped persons, employees, 
d1i ldrcn ;111d en: n animals have slalemrnls of I heir rights, adopted 
k ,·arious organiwlions, and and car rying more or less weigh! 
dcprnding on I he cloul 11f I he par I icular inleresl group. Those Bill 
.,1 Right s slalcmcnls which arc adopted hy SI ale Lcgislalurcsor lhc 
Federal (;overnmcnl become parl of the law of the land. 

If I were asked lo drafl a "Ge11drr Bill nf RiK/11.f'· ii would read 
;"follows: 

" i\s a free human being and member of the r.endcr Issues 
< ·1111111111 ni1y I a\scrl ;111d claim I he following rights : 

I To express 1hc masculine or feminine gender in dress and 
l•c h;i\ inr . acrnrdinf! lo my choice, regardless of my hirlh sex. 

~ To d1 ;111f!e my hirl h sex from male In female or from female lo 
111 ;ilc . al lhc lime and manner (If my nwn chnosing. 

.\To li,·e (lpenly in lhe sex and gender of my choice, and lo he free 

4. To cnler into rmrluring rclali(lnships wi1h olhe rs of either sex or 
!!Cnder . 

5. To parcnl children as a member of either sex or gender. 

This would be my "Gentler Rill of RiKlrt.1". I invite all of my IHiE 
sisters and hrnlhcrs ((1 consider lhis qucslion of gender rights. 
Please wrile lo me with y(lnr comments, ideas and qucslions . l\fy 
address appears hclnw. 

I would offer lhese furl her observations in closing. My "(;rnder · 
Bill of Ri/;/rfJ" would apply lo persons of legal age - not lo children 
whorn lhe law presumes lo he incapable nf making such choices or 
comrnilmcnls before a certain age ( 18 in some SI ales, 21 in Pl hers) . 

Also please note that one can a~scrl and claim a Right wi1hou1 
ever exercising it. For example, the LIS Cor. ,,lil ul i1111 guarantees me 
the Right lo Bear Arms, but I have ne\'Cr owned a firearm . Thus, 
my gender Right number two can be asserted and claimed hy lrnns­
vcsliles but never acted upon. 

To a large degree we in lhe Gender Issues Community already 
enjoy and arc exercising the Rights I have slated; hut we all know 
how much further there is to travel on the road lo lolal cendcr free­
dom. Articulating these Rights in a succincl , forthright way as I 
have allcmptcd to do, could be a powerful and cffccli\'e means of 
implementing social reform through education and lhe use of the 
political process lo enact legislation of a "Ge11dcr Btll nf Riglrt.1". 

Please help me lo re fine and improve my "Gcntlcr llill of Riglr/J ". 
Mv address is Sharon Ann Stum!, PO Box 870, Onconla, NY 13820. 

11r di\rriminalion (>r pcn;1hy in cduealion, cmplnymcnl, public • 

TRANSGENDERIST INDEPENDANCE CLUB 
AP,D,i_;<:'tlfT/OAJ 

PHONE ( ) 
SPECIAL°'INSTRUC-T-IO_N_S_P'O_R_C~ALL--'"'"I~NG-..,------------~ 

DO YOU WISH TO RENEW YOUR ~ERSBIP? YES NO 
DO YOU WISH TO RENEW YOUR NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIO_N_?_Y._E,_S-_--,NO_ 

FEES ARE AS FOLLOWS: CLUB DUES-$35.00 (includes newsletter) 
NEWSLETTER ONLY-$,aO. 00 

SPECIAL INTERESTS YOU HAVE THAT YOU ARB WILLING TO SHARE WITH 

THE GROUP~------------------------
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PRESENTING I.F.G.E.'s Sixth Annual 

'COMING TOGETHER • 
WORKING TOGETHER' 

CONVENTION 

SPONSOR:: 

Houston, Texas 
April 6 - 12, 1992 

The Intemitionil Foundition for 
Gender Eduulion 

P.O. Bax 367, Wayland, MA 01778 

A Slice Of Heaven In Hou•ton I 
Our haven for this year's fesUvtUes Is the very 

heart of the Lone Star State. We will be virtually 
surrounded by vendors and establishments where we 
will be ~lcome. The saytng that they do everything BIG 
tn Texas Is no Ile. and II will be a pleasure to be part of 
the pride and the spirit that Is Houston. 

THE tDLTON SOUTHWEST: 
Home OD The Ranae 

Once again we have struck gold In our choice of 
hotels. Not only Is the Hilton perfectly suited to the 
needs of our convenuon, but the staff has hosted no less 
than three other gender community events wlth bound­
less hospitality and service. 

When you're not caught up In the dally gotngs­
on of the convenUon, you can relax ln the Alr1um or Uc 
on a feedbag at the Deaert Rose Resteraunt (they say 
'some like It hot' and If so. caliente Is a speclalltyl. As the 
evening draws near, the Coyote Lounge beckons. Be 
prepared for some down home hospltaUty II 

IMPORT.ANTI The room rate., be tbey am,le or double 
occupaacy are $59.00/nl&ht. To receive ow apccial 
rate you muat call tbe Hilton directly. DO NOT uae the 
HiltOD '800' Dumber or JOU will DOt &et tbe dlacount. 

HI lton SouthWeat 
6780 Southeast Freeway 

Houston, TX (713) 877-7811 

/6. 

R 0 G E R' S N 0 T E B 0 0 K 
(#61) 

by Roger E. Peo. Ph .D. 

In many of my 60 previous columns l have 
spoken on behalf of people who seem to have 
little voice in the community . Sometimes 
these viewpoints ha\·e made some readers 
uncomfortable because they ha ve a different 
perspective on th e subject. In the past six 
months two readers ha\·e strongly disagreed 
with what I have written . This co lumn is a 
reply to them , .in the spirit of continuing 
dialog rather than choosing "sides''. 

The first writer was Phaedra Kelly in a 
column in Cross-Talk, July 199 I . She tool\ 
exception to my description and comments 
about one man's (fictional) compulsio11 on 
gaining entry to a women-only tea room 
(Notebook #5-1). My position was that people 
have the right to reserve places in which not 
evervone is welcome . I wrote that such 
excl~sion is often necessary for personal 
growth . Only when such limitations deny 
others access to socially or e co nomicall~ 
essential elements is it properly challenged . 

Ms . Kelly , I believe . missed my point . She 
quotes historical events in whi ch women 
invaded male bastions to gain various right s 
including voting. I believe that thesl· 
incidents were appropriate , based on the fal:t 
that women were denied social and economi C' 
power . She then goes on to point out that 
female sexuality can be as intense as male 
sexuality . Somehow this justifies Ms . Kelly 's 
conclusion that it is permissible for either 
gender to invade the other gender's pri\'at e 
spaces so long as the invader is up front 
about the 'sexual and adrenaline high' that 
results . 

Ms . Kelly describes me as old fashioned 
because my professional experience has led 
me to the conclusion that women want or 
need this security more than men . Regardless, 
Jet me expand the discussion by tall\ing about 
the gender community instead of women's 
social groups . From my observations , many 
of the organizations in the gender community 
go to great lengths to assure pri\·acy and 
security for their meetings . Elaborate 
screeni.ng of potential members and limited 
knowledge of meeting places is common . 

I suspect that people in the average 
organization would be Infuriated if they were 
' Invaded ' by persons who were either simply 
curious or got 'a sexual high ' from breaking 
into their meeting . There would be more than 
anger If such an intrusion were directed 
toward physical attacks on the members . In 
sum . we all need private and secure places . 
Invasion of these places 'on a lark ' is 
inexcusable . 

The other writer who took exception to m\· 
writing was Linda Phillips, in Cross-Talk·. 
September 1991. In #57 I had written about 
my experience on a television show that 
primarily presented only one side -- the 
nearly unconditional acceptance of cross­
dressing by the Wife . I wrote about the 
potential effect on women who could not be 
as accepting as Ms. Phillips wife is of her 
husband 's cross-dressing . 

I have probably talked to as many wives 
as has Ms . Phillips but under totally d

0

ifferent 
circumstances . The women she sees have 
most likely already made some accommodation 
to their partner 's cross-dressing. The women 
I see are still struggling with the issues and 
t heir relationship . The one valid point that 
Ms . Phillips makes is that man:v of the 
husbands (of my clients) are not honest with 
their wives and also have a lot of guilt and 
s hame over their cross-dressing . This guilt 
and shame does strongly influences how they 
re late to their wives . It is the women in 
these relationships that I work with . From 
these experiences I have come to believe that 
there are a significant number of women who 
do not whole-heartedly accept their husband's 
cross-dressing and perhaps never will . 

The thing that outraged me about Ms. Phillips 
rejoinder was that she accused me (and other 
professionals) of labelllng people as sick so 
that we can make money from curing them . 
I am also outraged by Ms . Phillips Implication 
that I am trying to preserve the social status 
Quo so that I can "make more money" . If she 
bothered to become aware of my actions within 
the gender community, the professional 
community and In society at large, she would 
know that I have worked to change perceptions 
about gender issues . To the extent I and 
others in the community are successful In 
achieving a more positive social attitude 
toward gender to that extent will there be 
fe wer clients for me to work with . 

17 

Ir she ever asked other professionals . she 
would discover that serving the gender 
community Is far from a money making 
proposition . Most professionals that I know 
could not earn a living If they had only 
clients with gender concerns. In my particular 
case, less than 5% of my income comes from 
working with such client~ . I find it sad that 
so many people In the gender communit\· 
believe professionals are self-serving lndl:_ 
vlduals whose sole purpose is to make mone\ 
from persons who struggle with gender Issue~ . 
Yes , there are uninformed professionals wh o 
do more harm than good. but that is also true 
for any other profession . Not everyone Is 
completely altruistic nor are any omniscient . 
The majority of professionals who serve your 
community are there because they care, not 
because they want to take advantage of you . 

If you have something you would like me 
to write about or have a rebuttal. send it to 
P.O. Box 4887 ; Poughkeepsie . NY 12602 or call 
(914) 452-8405 . All communications are 
confidential 

·n.,,,. "''' radr otlrrr in hospital wlrrrr tlrry "''~ng u .r 
C"lranfr oorrario11s · 

LIVE IT~ 
Don ' t 1 ona for 1 t 

•Exotic Lingerie 
*Victoria~ Corsetry 

*Sexy Costumes 
*Bondaae Gear 

*Photo Sessions 
*And So Much More 

*20% TGJ C discount 

For free information SASE· 
245 Oxford Rd # 32 E · 

New Hartford , NY 13413 
0 1 call 3 1C, - 7J7 - 7170 



<e~~~Q~~(L~ 
The Transgendered 

Community's 
Newsletter 

ONf Yf AR ( 12 I SSUfS) 

$24 . DO 

TW O Yf ARS ( 24 ISSUf S) 

$4 2. OD 

OR Sf NO $2 . DO FOR 
A SAMPL [ COPY 10: 

P.O. Box 944 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

LINGERIE CORSETS 

{J~~ 
RE• CREATIONS 

MAKE OVERS - WIGS - BREAST FORMS 

WAXING • NAIL.& 

&end 116.00 tor Catalog• 

PO Box 2266 
Pitlafield, MA 01202 

Call tor Information (413) 441-62'1 

15 Cent ra l Avi: . 
Albany, NY 12Zll' 

(518) 436-8848 

10:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Monday -Saturday 

and 

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Sunday 

E.J. 1-Lickncy, Prop. 

lffii! '' M 1• ! I B#· t.] ii,] i§M I I iii,) M !\. 0 
llr llOClllUS,... Tbe action would come nine years premarketin& approval . 

after initial concerm were raised At least 2,017 cases of adverse reac-i-;:G; _ A to Food and about pouible health hazards. lions f'rom silicone 1mpl~nts have 
D A.dminiatration om~ial yester- He told U)e Houae Human Re- been received by the FDA 
d~predicted that manufacturen of aourcea and lntef'iOVemmental Rela- · There have ~n reports. that im-

. · bre · I ta tiona Subcommittee that the Fl>A planta are uaoc1ated with mcreased ~~r.~e.in~I :!;::: by -::~:v:~n- should iuue a final rulilli by Man:h. riaks .or diaeaae& auch Iii rheumatoid 
ment to prove their aafety or remove Altholllh 2 million women have re- arthr1ti1, lui;>u• and c.ancer. 
the rro th rilel ceived the implants for breaat en- Subcommittee chairman Ted Weiss 
w':1ter~u:r actina director or l&r1ement or reconstruction followilli (J>.,N.Y.) criticized the FDA for the 

the FDA'a center r~r device• and ra- cancer aurpry, the FDA baa never "inordinate delay" between the m1-
diolQlical health said he expected ruled on their aafet;y or eft'ectiveneu. tial reports or problems and the final 
the qency to reQuire companies to Wben breast Implants bepn in the retUlationa. He cbaraed that the FDA 
submit scientific evidence o1 the Im- · 18e0a the FDA bad no a~th~rity ~er ' '"baa failed to educate wo~en ade­
planta' safety by next summer. . : _ . . medical clevlcea and dtdn t require:, qualely about the d~en o~ implants. 
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CALL TO A NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON TRANSGENDER LAW 

Tentative date and location- weekend cf 21-22 August 1992, in 
Houston, Texas. Both are proposed because of good possibility of 
being at University of Houston La.,., Center campus during t ... 10 week 
window between classes and because of closeness to Hobby Airport. 
Conference can also be held elsewhere in Houston while possibly 
re t aining UH Law Center affiliation. Houston is proposed because of 
central lc ~ aticn and b~ caus e af be ing conference initiator's l ocale. 

Two types of conferen c e being proposed: 
1. Presentation by spea ker s type: this is the familiar type with 

pre s entations by e xperts 1n various field s cf law. It is the pas sive 
approac h to legal educati on that is experienced at most legal 
conferences. 
Negatives : doesn't allow as mu c h creativity from audience and is less 
efficient as to focusing on how to affect change. 
Positives: easy to produce, good opportunity for future networking, 
presents the current statue of the law, -easy to document, eas y for 
media to cover. 

2. Committee workshop type: here people with interests and 
expertise in similar areas of law meet in committees and throuah 
workshopping techniques e xplore their area of law and arrive at-a 
con s ensus as to the present status of the law with an examination of 
current deficiencies and a strategy to overcome those deficiencies. 
It enc ourages active participation in order to yiel~ positive action. 
Each committee then delivers a 1·1ritten report to the entire body 
during the final afternoon gathering. 
Negatives: much harder t o coord i nate event, much harder to manage 
ea c h wo rkshop, imperativ e that egos be held in . check. 
Pos itives: if negatives o vercame , it i s more effi c ient in generating 
momentum toward focused and progressive changes. 
-- Both types should discuss family , military, probate, housing, 

employment, insurance, c riminal, discrimination, health and other 
areas of law and can produc e post - conference proceedings. 

ARE YOU INTERESTEP? All atto rneys, paralegals, law enforcement 
officers, judges and magistrate s , law students and anyone interested 
in law that relates to and effects the entire transgender communit y 
are welcome. Write the conference initiator : Ph y llis Randolph Frye, 
Attorney; 5707 Firenza St; Houston, TX 77035 - 5515. (Note: Phyllis hss 
been Phyllis since 1976 snd h35 sctively prscticed lsw ss Phyllis in Texss since 1986. 
She asks that you photocopy th is and send it to snyone snd e\'eryone and thst s// 
" tg " group newsletters from sround the nation copy it from other ne1.-sletter5. Let's 
get the word out quickly snd begin some face to face discussions at the Fsntasy 
Adventure Weekend 1n Houston. November B-10, 1991.) 

Timetable- For early face-to-face discussions with Phyllis, 
come to Tsntasy Ad\'enture 14/eekend " , Nov 8-1 O, 1991, in Houston ( F. A. W. , 
Box 90335, Houston 77090 , c / o Jackie Thorne 713/780-3553). Meet with 
Phyllis for actual Preliminary Planning during the " Texas-T-Psrty " , 
Feb 28-Mar 1, 1992, in San Antonio (Te xas-T - Party, Box 17, Bulverde, 
TX 78163, c/o Linda & Cynthia Phillips, 512/438-7604). All plans are 
to be finalized at "6th Annual IFGE Coming Together Com'ention··, Apr 6-12, 
1992, in Hous ton (IFGE , Box 36 7 , Wayland, MA 01 77 8, 617/894-8340) . 
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CLAS.5IFIEDS: 

TGIC NEWS will accept classif i eds of a 
reasonable nature to our community free 
o f charge from any TGIC member. 
classifieds may be edited or rejected 
subject to decissions of the News 
COOl!li t tee . 

FOR SALE: Single family home in Cohoes, 
if interested, call TGIC Thursdays and 
ask for Debbie. 

FOR SALE: Miscellaneous wigs (New and 
Used) reasonable. Foam wig heads $1.50. 
Wigs styled $10.00.' Makeovers $65.00. 
Information and Publications. Contact 
Jennifer 432-7092. 

FOR RENT: We have been contacted by a 
number of people who have appartments 
for rent, are looking for roommates, or 
will be having apartments for rent soon. 
If you are looking for a secure place to 
live where your life style is no 
problem, contact Jennifer at 432-7092. 

DONATIONS WANTED: The TGIC library is 
looking for donations of books on 
crossdressing and transsexualism, to 
r eplace those lost or stolen, and to 
expand our library. If you would like 
to contribute books, please send them to 
the PO Box or drop them off at the club 
room. Both new and old books are 
welcome. Reference and research books 
are especially needed. 

RESEARCH SUBJOCTS SOUGHT: Recently we 
received requests for people to 
participate in research from two 
researchers preparing thesis on 
crossdressing. If you are interested or 
would like more information contact: 

and 

Diane Wysocki 
Department Of SOCialogy 
University of California 
santa Barbara, CA 93106 

Tere Frederickson 
BOulton - Park society 
F0 BOX 169652 
san Antonio, TX 78280-3252 

BROCHURES AVAILABLE: The following 
brochures, reprints and papers are now 
available from OJRI through 'TGIC. 

FINDING EMPLOYMENT / TRANSITION $3.00 
THE COMPLETE MAKEOVER $ 5.00 
BBS's SERVING GENDER OJMMUNITY $3.00 
ALBANY GENDER PROJECT, PRELIM RPI' $3. 00 
GENDER DYSPHORIA - FINDING HELP $10.00/ C 

(handout for counselors' offices - see 
below) 

HaY 'ID START YOUR OWN GENDER GRP $3.00 
ORIGINAL POEI-lS & FICTION - VDL 1 $5.00 

NEW : 

INFORMATION FOR FEI-lALE 'ID MALES $3.00 

OJRI is donating the proceeds from sales 
, on the above copyrighted works to be 

split equally between TGIC and the 
Albany Gender Project. GENDER DYSPHO RIA 
- FINDING HELP i s a single page, three 
fold flyer which we encourage you to 
leave or distribute with professionals 
in your area . Minimum order for this 
flyer is 100 for $10.00. If you have 
works you would like to contribute to 
fund these two worthwhile organizations, 
please send ~hem or orders for these 
items to TGIC, PO Box 13604, Albany, NY 
12212. Additional works will be forth­
coming shortly. 
WIUY. L. RELIEF fUND: 

Many of you know our good friend Wilma 
L. who for years allowed the group TV 
Entertainers to meet at her place of 
business. You may also know that in 
July of this year, Wilma had a fire 
which did tremendous damage to the 
gallery. But worse tnan this, the fire 
destroyed Wilma's wardrobe! If you have 
clothes which you no longer need in a 
size 14 (or so) and would like to donate 
them to a worthy new owner, drop them by 
the clubroom and we will see tney are 
directed to Ms. L. 

Wislz i11~ )'Oii l1 Clz rist111as 
hi~ht w1itlz clzccr 

and \ \''Cl!W n·itlz /eve 
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