








COGITO ER GO FEM . . .  contin ued 

game show (The Newlywed Game) . . . et cetera et 
cetera." As the show progressed Pau l became more 
outspoken . He said to call or write the networks and 
"te l l  them that you want to see more Chicanos on 
TV." But it was his fol low l!P statement that caught my 
attention ,  he said that the Hispanic community was 
too passive . He said that the Hispanic community 
cou ld learn from the B lack community and their 
advocacy and outspoken nature. He said that the 
Hispanic community was too inclined to accept 
things as they are. that they wou ld complain but 
wou ld not act. 
Sound familiar? Do you like the status quo? Do you 
like scurrying about in the shadows hoping that no 
one wil l  notice you? Are you upset when a television 
programs treat us as objects of derision? Do you do 
anything about it? I thought not. 
In the January '91  "S.O. There!" column the writer 
discussed the phenomenon of adolescent behavior 
in TVs at much later ages than such behavior is 
normally observed or tolerated. The author was 
trying to be understanding where I would not be. 
I am a transvestite. I am not a transtemporal. I 
change clothes. I do not change age (the fact that I 
have never acted my age not withstanding). I am an 
adu lt. When I change clothing I remain an adu lt. I 
cannot for the life of me comprehend how (or why) a 
middle aged man can put on a dress and start acting 
like a teeny-bopper. Except ... 
I am appal led by the pervasive lack of understanding 
of womanhood in these communities. The macho 
game of proving one 's manhood becomes inverted 
into one of putting on a dress and proving one's 
womanhood. Both of these behaviors involve playing 
out stereotypes and have nothing whatsoever to do 
with being a man or being a woman. The stereotype 
giggly air head is one which women find offensive, 
and rightfully so. 
Is our community passive because it thinks that 
passivity is a feminine trait? Do we not act because, 
"women don 't do that sort of thing"? Bullshit. If 
women didn't act they would not be voting today. If 
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women did not act they'd all be in the kitchen ,  
barefoot and pregnant. So where did you get the 
notion that all women had to do was sit home and 
decide what color to paint their nails? Beats the hel l  
out of me. 
If you 're in puberty and happen to be a TV then it is 
perfectly all right to act like a girl when you 
crossdress (but does your father know you're 
reading his copy of "Cross-Talk"? Get your own 
subscription !) .  But if you 're thirty-seven ,  as I am, 
what the hell are you doing acting that way when you 
put on a skirt? If your wife acted that way you 'd cal l 
for the men in white. One does not need to reiterate 
the maturation process in crossdressing. If you 're an 
adu lt act like an adult. Wear a suit, wear a skirt, act 
l ike an adult (notice I do not say, ·act your age"). 
If we are going to complain (much less act) about 
the stereotyped image of the TV then we must 
ourselves be unwilling to engage in promoting 
stereotyped images of women. If we are to attain 
acceptance from women then we must not accept 
stereotyped images of women. Who says women 
can't be firefighters? Who says women can't be 
police officers? Who says women can't be doctors or 
lawyers or Governors? Wake up! Who says women 
act like airheads? So why imply those things when 
you crossdress. 
Women are not any more passive than men. Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving (MADD) was started by a 
mother (and last I heard only women could fill that 
office). NOW was started by women. Women often 
choose to get involved in different issues than men . 
Women often choose different strategies in dealing 
with those issues than men. So what is your excuse 
for not writing that letter to say, 'We want to see TVs 
with dignity on T\r? 
VOX POPULI 

•-- Letters to the editor & uest commen tary 

Re: IFGE vs. Congress of Representatives (COR) 
debate (•Newswire•, July '92):  I keep hoping you 
will use your newsletter to help heal the wounds of 
our communities, and help promote cooperative 
action for the benefit of all. But, you keep 
disappointing me by publishing garbage like this. 
I choose not to interpret the private objectives of the 
author of this piece of destructive trash. Who cou ld 
possibly benefit by going public with IFGE's private 
internal business, and do so by telling a series of lies 
and distortions? Who could benefit by repeating 
those lies and distortions? 
I've numbered nine of those lies and distortions. 
# 1 : "The Congress avoided a takeover orchestrated 
by Merissa." This Is a lie. There was no takeover to 
avoid. At no time was I or IFGE interested in taking 
over the Congress. 
#2: "Lynn proposed the COR be made a standing 
committee." This is a distortion. I proposed IFGE form 
a COR standing committee, not that the Congress 
becomes (sic) the standing committee. The standing 
committee would oversee IFGE's activities in regards 
to the Congress, and provide the Congress with a 
direct pipeline to the IFGE Board. The committee 
wou ld have been chaired by a Board member,  Q 
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VOX POPULI . . .  c o n tinued 
because only a Board member can make proposals 
and recommendations to the Board. The only 
involvement the Congress wou ld have had with th is 
committee is to use it as_a means to make proposals 
and recommendations to the IFGE Board. The 
chairperson of the commtttee would have been the 
Congress'  l iaison to the board. My proposal was 
tabled, and that was that. 
#3: "Laing and Roberts proposed the creation of the 
Congress . "  This is a l ie. Al ison and JoAnn may have 
been present  at the orig inal  discussions ,  but the 
peop le responsible for the creation of the Congress 
were Joseph i ne Wil l iamson (M.O.R .E . ) ,  Diane Ingram 
(Alpha Zeta) ,  and Tammi  McIntyre (Crossroads ) .  
Give proper credit where proper credit is due.  
#4 :  "Any action would  be non-binding since the 
Board had no authority over the Congress.•  This is a 
distortion .  The business discussed had to do with 
IFGE's involvement, and the continuation of IFGE 's 
financial and logistical support. It had noth ing 
what-so-ever to do w ith the Congress' internal affairs . 
#5:  "Lynn proposed a definition of membership." Th i s  
is a distortion . My proposal had noth ing to do with 
putting the Congress under IFGE 's thumb, and 
everything to do w i th g iving the Congress a means to 
vote for IFGE 's board .  The whole issue was dealt 
with in  a different way , and dropped. 
#6: "Lynn withdrew her proposa l to make the 
Congress a committee of the Board." This is a l ie. I 
d id make a proposal , but that wasn 't it. For four 
years IFGE has been providing financia l and logistical 
support to the Congress, and had been doing so 
without a policy or authorization . My proposal had 
everyth ing to do with passing a policy so we cou l d  
continue providing that a l l- important financial and 
logistical support, and  noth ing to do with making the 
Congress a committee. My proposa l was tabled, an d  
so was our abi l ity to provide financial and logistica l 
support. 
#7: "Lynn attempted to block Laing from addressing 
the Board . . .  " That's a l ie . I did want Alison to speak, 
but at the proper time,  and with the proper 
recogn ition from the Chair. 
#8 : " . . .  by stat ing the COR has no status with IFGE . "  
This is  a distortion on top of a l ie .  The Congress had 
no constitut ion ,  or by-laws, or structure, and IFGE 
had no po l icy . Therefore , the Congress had no 
status ,  and it was up to If  GE and the Congress to 
create one. However ,  the Congress did have an 
i dentity and some h istory, and that was a start. Under 
no circumstances was it to be implied the Congress 
did not exist ,  only that it did not have its act together, 
and neither did IFGE in regards to the Congress. 
#9: "La i ng  suggested IFGE appoint a Board member 
as l iaison to the Congress."  Th is is a distortion . First, 
Al i son wanted Sheila Kirk to serve as liaison, not just 
any old Board member. Shei la already is the fu l l -time 
director of IFGE's medica l and research department, 
conducting her own research project , and serving 
on the Executive Committee. She could not also 
serve a l ia i son .  Second, the  job of l iaison was bigger 
than one person could handle. The idea was to 
provide the Congress with access to both the Board 
and the IFGE headquarters. If the Board had 
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approved a standing committee, the chairman of that 
committee would serve as l ia ison to the Board. I n  
addition ,  for t he  last four years I F G E  has had a staff 
COR coordinator. That coordinator wou ld continue to 
serve as l iaison to IFGE 's national headquarters (to 
operations, to the peop le who would provide the 
financial and logistical support) . 
A well organized and effective Congress of 
Representatives is extreme ly important. In fact, it is 
the key to the development of our community. There 
are many wonderfu l people from both IFGE and the 
Congress working very hard to make the Congress 
work. Publ ishing destructive items l ike this 
undermines th� efforts, and divides our community. 
Please, I 'm pleading w ith you , use your newsletter in 
a good way. 

-- Meriss a  Sherrill Lynn,  Exec utive Director ,  
International Foundation for Gender  Educat ion  

(IFGE), Wal tham MA 

[Editor 's Reply:/ IFGE did not see f it  to issue a 
press statement regarding the controversy that 
erupted between the Congress and the IFGE Board 
at the April convention . In the absence of an officia l 
statement, "Cross-Talk" opted to publish a condensed 
vers ion of the report that appeared in "Renaissance 
News· (as we - and many other gender commun ity 
publications - frequently do when no other vers ion of 
a story is avaiable). The story we condensed was 
written by Renaissance members who were present 
at both the Congress and Board meetings , and we 
had no reason to doubt that it was an accurate 
account. Ms. Lynn obviously disagrees.  
I d isagree with the description of this matter as " IFGE 
internal business•. Both the COR and IFGE Board of 
Directors meetings are open sessions, and anyone 
may attend (to the best of my knowledge th is matter 
was not discussed In closed sess ion) .  Thus it is 
inappropriate to cry 1oul" by claiming " interna l 
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the firn ti me J!'OU ca l l, and wi l l  not be 
ab le to upload f; les to us on your f i rst 
ca l l .  Vou 1111y, hoWR-r, send e-ms i l to the 
Sysop requesti ng next-day access . l 

> > Attach )'OW- art i c le or letter as a text f ;  le 
attached to your e-m11i l ll"lltssage .  DO NOT type 
your text as the e-mai l message i t5e Lf . 

» Vou misy up load ASCI I  f i les from an>' type of 
coq,uter that: has a modem . DO NOT up load 
text fi les in other than ASC I I . 
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particu lar sub-group. "Bigendered" may not apply to 
post-op transsexuals who do not want any reminder 
of the body they once wore. 

-- Marge 
I agree with both of you ,  JJOW, that there can really 
be no s ingle term applied to everyone in any of the 
categories. Like I did say, it's very hard to even pin 
down one person into any one category. Like me: 
While I 'm a closet TV now, given the right set of 
circumstances, I could  just as well be on my way to 
SAS, and crossing several categories on the way. 

- Aria n n a  
Transsexualism is a disorder. Whether i t  belongs in a 
manual on mental disorders or physical ones 
remains to be debated. The fact is that there is a 
definite and distinct problem requiring a surgical 
correction. Perhaps it should be placed in both 
categories in the DSM-IV when it is issued, so that it 
can be recognized as a problem even when there 
are other problems clouding the issue (like many of 
the side disorders TS suffer, including depression) 
and so that it can be dealt with properly and 
recognized as a problem and given proper 
treatment. Putting it in a manual of physical disorders 
is questionable. Perhaps, so that training in proper 
hormonal and surgical corrections become 
widespread,  but it will still need the assistnce of a 
psychiatrist to probe the motivation to insure that it is 
transsexualism and not a TV carried away or a 
homosexual unable to accept their homosexuality. 

-- Danielle 

We believe that any group of people has the right to 
call themselves what they wish. Ms. Prince has made 
a strong case. Do you think of yourself as a 
"bigenderist?• 
I have a big problem with the polarity of such a term. 
I do not believe that there are merely two genders so 
I would rather avoid the implication. I would prefer a 
term for myself which implies transcending of 
gender,  personally. 

- Julie 

I didn't want to bias others with my opinion on this, so 
I 've waited to reply. Now that the discussion seems 
to have died out, here's my two cents worth .  Ms. 
Prince has proposed the terms •s1genderist and 

"Bigenderal" .  Presumably these are intended to be 
nouns:  " I am a bigenderist• or "I am bigenderal" .  , l ike 
the concept of emphasizing both genders, but the 
words themselves seem a big difficult to use. On the 
other hand, the adjective "Bigendered" has a very 
n ice r ing to it: "I am bigendered" . I l ike that term. As a 
crossdresser, or transvestite, or bigendered person , 
I am comfortable with it. If you must turn it into a 
noun, I suppose "bigenderist" is OK, although I like 
the sound of the adjective better. However, does this 
apply to the rest of, in  Ms .  Prince's words, "our 
community"? Well, I 'm not sure which community she 
is referring to. As founder of Tri-Ess, perhaps she is 
referring to the Tri-Ess community, which is for 
heterosexual crossdressers only. It seems to fit them 
fairly well. But Tri-Ess has recently (and wisely) 
granted ful l  membership rights to wives, and I am not 
sure a crossdresser's wife considers herself 
"blgendered". When I think of "our community", I think 
of the broader community commonly known as the 
•gender community•. This includes crossdressers, 
transgenderists, transsexuals, significant others, and 
helping professionals. I wonder if they all consider 
themselves to be •bigendered"? I think the term fits 
crossdressers perfectly. However, I am under the 
impression that transgenderists and transsexuals feel 
they have only one gender, the one that does not 
match their birth sex. Significant others and helping 
professionals are generally not bi gendered either , 
having the traditional match of gender and sex. I do 
think we need a name for our community. Q 

-VOX POPULr is your opportun ity to comment 
on issues of importance to the national gender 
community or to respond to editorials and articles 
appearing in ·eross-Talk". 
You may write us at P.O. Box 944, Woodland Hil ls 
CA 9 1 365, fax us at (8 1 8) 347-41 90, or send us 
e-mail through the "Cross-Connection" BBS. 
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