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Zarh•ryS■btr 
lfflffYic:wcd2/7MllbyRIMPfflisandChtislkahler 

SJDEloU: 
0-bool19,,,Giftdlle.AZ:namec�duelOTSDW1$iCion:grewwpiaNaryl"amily;IOllttmcrlOn 

1970:lehooling;famlly;a....,of...,idmlityartyon;hearin&"� 
S -� from ad1111$; tomboy;ollffl percei� a,s n11le; parents' ,u,,:ilorJS: wamcd w be army offocer. 

copingw.realiry,wc,,years 
10-joinedAirForce;Viecnam,"womhell"ofhislife:gayfriendsinchildhood.relativu;noinfofrom 

li'-r, daling call girl@ 16 
lS-mfflift&htt,coni.:ie.m.,diobet"l')OdlMdl":lhe"N11mbcnClwb"[l222ad<ftss?] 
20-ru!Q l'or huccbes, fnnme was in «ll'lffOI, maki"3 �:class� public: beha�ior: nlClne)' 
25-

mo
�"::,'::"'

leohx,b'htknew, calkingabouc-:laboos;job@c,:,mmi,sary,pmonalfrcedom; 
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SIOE1or,, 
0-fighlsblei..dldin1trVmeS:11111111'1a11i1udc,dadaW1y;bwcdw'frmme""' flexible: financ:ialsuppon; 
...... .., 

S-Ruth'J'll>CfY""androgynouswomtn:choseAirFor«:Vic:tnam;Olhtrlesbian•inmili1a,y 
10- military,con1.: ofltol invescigattd: llerC.O. lllf'!'l'lr1iY<:; da1cd C0'1 daughter. mode ,ageam; mpu 

sim11lalioncraining 
IS - kkhd DIii in '7S, lhr$sapinst family; JAG �ad..;«: d:i,c:"-lc 
20-leadcr$hipschool;�discharge;cducllioot:jobs;feelinpredl,charg,e:lifeaft-=rdischarge 
25-mSanl>itgo;"coll<clinaki<h."meaningoflhal:dt•lingw.,:leprusion;didnihloveto-kgay 

pl&ces:buyingSappho'l(lavem)@24(1979);guya 
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SIDEJol': 
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10-AquarianFoundalion,spirirualicy;dnlv.i:iumo:u.Sappho'sclosed.llowsuil:ma,iagin&lhc:Crypc; 

lcathuandS&Mcommwnity 
LS-conc.:woklhcshameOUI0fil;oimilarsto,es;SUlff'slOCialfuileuon 
20-Qiris'que,y,.,chln,efrompriva1eorimwion;docislonforso:x-chanae 
2S-efftcionpanner.foelingright:l�II/Bcnjamin$la0dmb:bein1hiltl5Clf;ncedcdswgeryanyway, 

1alkw.God 
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10 - women's "'"Jl"Mibi!11y ,., male llliwdos/1'"5(Nlitiea: hormones' eff«ts 
lS-genilllm:omuuc:tion;Rulh'squerymdanger.m,c,,'s"""n,ons;Rl,llh'tqueryn:olCHCboolbuldlCS 
20-bu1cht,hobel/11igma.diffcrcni:einme...ing;n11-,,:praccice,climu;:O!hers'lleacciorts101111me; 

phyaic,,lchanges 
lS-llC,ction,.,name,oom.;re-cortne<:1ing w. ,.,lalivcn;"n'sbccnawaomc:": DMV reaclioo 

[TAPERUNSOtJT] 



NORTHWEST LESBIAN AND CAY 
HISTORY MUSEUM PROJECT 

11221:.PikeSt.PMB1797 • Seanle,WA%122 
www.lgblhislorynw.org 

NWLCHMP Oral History Pro;ect 

Interview with: Zachary Saber 

lnterviewdate: February7,2001 

Interviewed for NWLGHMP by: Ruth Pettis and Chris Beahler 

Tninscribedby:SusanCrandall 

Totalnumberoflap,.'S:2 

Soundquality:good 

Restrictions:non,e 

Bask biographical information 

Yeuofbirth: 1955 

Pl;1ceofbirth.:Glendak-,Ariwna 

Elhnicorigin: White 

Occupation: Massage lher.ipist; former owner ol S.1ppho's Tavern; former manager of The 
Crypt 

PugetSounda~;1residmt: siocel970 

Topics: transition as a female-to-male transsexual (FtM); growing up in a military 

family; Air Force career and discharge for being a lesbian; butch/femme lesbian C\Jlture 

in the 1970s and expectations for butch partners; managing a lesbian tavern and leather 

sex store; negative aspects of bar ownership and dientele; observations on the S&M 

community; circumstances leading lO the decision to begin transition; Ingersoll Gender 

Center; choice of name; results of hormone therapy; renoctions on gender and identity. 
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lnttnicwwithZacharySabcr 

Oaie:Fcb<uary7.2001 

lnlaVie"-cd for NWLOllMP by Ruth l¼lnis and Chri1 lkahlcr 

TranscribcdbyS,_,,Crandall 

Tot1l1111mberofiapes:2 

Soundqualiiy.good vocalemphasisinilaha, phoncticguessesin[bnclcu] 

Ruth:lt'sfebruary1".200l.Myrwunei$R...i,Pc,uiJ.lndlhi1i1111onilhistoryforthcNonJ,wcst~ianandGay 

lli"°')'MuseumP'rojenl'm1.11kinglOdaywilhZacharyS.bff.llldChrislle:ahlerilalso~..-flomi&hta:i.kll(Jlfle 

qucstim.salso.Solwillswtoff,Zach.bytelliqm,e"-hc,,youVlffl:bom-thcdllewhenyouwen,bom. 

Zachary:Ol,.July2J,.,t95~. 

Ruth:Oby,andwhcrewuthat? 

Zachary.Glendale.Arizona. 

Ruth;Oby.lWllllllOstanoffby.sayinglhatyourttmllyfbanged)'OllrnlmetoZachary 

bo:hlly.Corrut. 

Ruth:Saber. 

Zachary:C-. 

bo:llary: Dcamber n• 1a.,t ye-ar. fmm ~ Oay Marulli. 

Rlllh:Oby.anddoyouwan110.sayalittlcMl.abo,,n,ohy'/ 

1...-1-y:Mylnn'!iu,:,n .....,itioning.1·manimc,;ual,f....alcl0male.lam-1'($,<1f!,.,filr•allthc 

surpriesl'm&omafor.l'mn01doingga,italreassignmen1.sonowit·•jUS1thchurry""1'-and-waitpme.W11i1ingfor 

thcle(.IOSleronc:tolinn.hdoingitsthing. 

Rulh:Righ1.lwant1ocomeback1othalla1tr, 

1...-.Jwy:Sure. 

Rlllh:lhavca/atofques1ions10Byouaboo.nthM. 

1..achary:Sure. 

RIM: Busl kind ofv, .. 1111() lll<e this a little bit chronologically, 10 l$l: you a lntle bit about v,hal it "115 like wh011 

youworcgrowingup,Oidyougrow"PinthcGlc:ndalcarea? 



Zachary: No. I IR"' up in Naoy 1anins, 111111 ~ allot~ Calitoma- myal .,_enlHUd ""limy 

_ _,...,.._.upmoving10Bmnononinl970,whmlwen110hW,school.finishedhiaJ,lfflOOI.So...,moved 

llt,ouitWIC!l)'at 

Rich:W-Andmootlyil,this""""'Y,OtC~? 

/.1eltM)':Yes,1lwaysup1nddown1hcl•5corrklor. 

Qlris;Oidyoup,iomiliu,y~ 

Qns::Ordid)'OUgoto<MI_.. 

bchary:Sorn,tcimes.ldlinllpn:,bablyhad1bcfla"educalJOt1tlmlmoslpcoplo,beamelhcydidhavevayhigh 

qiialitylehoollinCalifomia.OnthebNes,lfleyhacl&ratschools.So...,111,1yhavemoved1lot.bul"ii.....,,givcn 

1lwaysp-.pa1pbcallldeducal>om1<>ffl)'oa.Pllll.,_~bcc.-olalllhcpoopkarowadus&om 

1llover.Alolof1imcs---=theminonty,)'Ollknow.soyoua,,e<111otaboutdifl',:reme11h'"'andllllludes.h 

didn'1lc:1veyouroom10growupbein11lllfl'Ow-mil'ld«lore-.-c,1arnbig110UJ,Yooact111Uy~,andactuallywuld 

l,,ocomcifl"Olvcdinwhal-aoingon. 

R.-!l;C1lnslriecl1oiniiSOJlfflC'IU,didJl'l'fW! 

Clwit:ltn"••upinlllcAnny,so 

Olris;llhinll-lditgrW"llllwha)'OlljlslUI. 

Zachary.Yeah. 

Onl: J - aoddmg myhNd lilclllis. 

i'.1ehary; I would no1havethanacd thos,ocxpcrim<cs foranythingintheworkl. 

Zachary: I rally -1dn't. 

RklUI; Whctl yo,, •id- wm the minorny. who ii !ht "'we~ thett7 

~llll,il<tpcopk.betlls»<allal"bM 

Rlllh:Oby 

bchary:Vcah,~oflenmy....;ghborlwm ,.._1~up1lolof1imaj11S1..,\lfflmilcs-1hoflllc 

TU-border. Our~ ~Mu.,..orofMuicandelcmt. Filipinos. Japm,cx. t;......, you know, tho 

wholc:worb,sopeoplc:fromevff)'W"'""'• 



NWI.OIIM?lrnctvicw,l.acbarys.bcr-~el 

R.-t,;Wu~any..-,.1.like,gcnenitionaldilfermcabcl"unyouandyourpan:ms? 

Zachary. No. In fac1.mymornhadme1h""'wecks1fter•he turned 16,JOrnyroocherandfatberaret.:i.h•ery 

yoon&-lhey'resiill l'NOfried. Thn-eof...,kids. rm the oldest, bul.youk"""'· I'm py. lheydiso..,nedme.50-

1-1 

Ruth: Oby. Well, maybe I'll ask }'OIi some thing:s 1bou1 that. 

Zaehary.S\ltt 

Rlllh: Tell mebow)'OII rll'Slbeeame1.....,ohu"'Joriematioft.oexllll idemity,&mdo!"lbin:gs. Youhadrold methal 

lthappmcd ... hen)'OOY1ere1kid, 

Zaehary.lknewwhenlwasalitlle1inytld.lwas•ff)'youngwlienlknewlwaseoin:g1ogrowupNldhawe1wlfe 

anddlildrat.E~kep1saying."No,you•rel')in&10have1busbond..You'll..,.._.childrm.~~No,111>,r,o,no, 

[llliJghsJ r,o, ""· I'm &<>ingto ha..-e • wife and chikln:fl. Tlw's not my job to have the children. l &<> to work, and I 

r.aki care oflhe family.w I was eight ynn old the fiBI lime I heard the word Kquecr.w /Ind I was - wow, I do to1ally 

remembQ-il.lwasllthoonel'orlunch.lwul:O'"lbtiekto.KhooLl ... lledotll.We./\liltleboy.nmninadownthe 

hilt yellina, "Q,,., •• r I had n,c:- heard the w,:wd in my life. 

Ruth:Wuheyellln11 

Zachary. And 1...,..JUddtQtywiolmlly il1.No.bc'1jusl1kid. Youlnow,he'smy.-maybca linlebilolder, 

maybc10or12. 

Rulh;W111hey,:ltin11tyou? 

Zaehary.No,he...,..j1S)'l'lting111111dom.lle'sjuslbeing1kid.He'1beil'lg.,,idiot.Bullm!'Wit...,..me.lknew 

lhll'swhatl"11S.andlhllffllldemesick1<1myS10m11:h. 

behary.llitaallyrumcdrightbatkll'oundandwm11-cl<in.lwasjustgTtt1<.l...,_.aycdhornc:.lcoukln'1 

tbtte'1 "°way I could Co IO school. l cmildn't undeniand howhe,:ould possibly know something I didn't know. I 

wu IOwhentheymldme,"No.youare""'goinatoJ110WUpandbc:1bQy!~u•s1ikc,yougo11obejoking!lwas 

reallydisln!:uedo,,crthalonc. Bulob¥iouslyldim't,II lca$lnotinthe...methat""'all1hought. f'romthereon. it 

wasju,,t1fxlof.lM tbitw lwas lcsbw!. I kncwl lilcdgirll.Nld I knew I ww,'11lk>Mdrosay..,ydt.irig. Thal 

wujustlindof1hewayi1wu. 

Rulb:Canyoumnemberinpanicu111'..,ylindsoflbings1halga,eyouthat~ ~byothtrpeopleor 

•>thinallrlll)0uheanl'1 

Zach.vy:Thalgaveme1hemessagetha1lcouldn'1diseussi1? 

RuUl:Gaveyouihemes.ageof~ilwasand"hY)'OUCOUkln'1dl5Cuail. 



Zac1'31y: No. I can'1. I l\eanl a couple ofs1a1cmcn1S mode llboo! people lhal !hey hlld mc1 01001 the wiiy 1ha1 were -

--fag.·10quoce. 

Ruth:"'ll>ey'"being? 

Zaclwy:11,ey"beinglheadule;inmytire. 

Ruth:Ok.ly. 

7..aclwy: I can'! si,y thal anyone ever sct me 00 .. 11 llld said. "Look, lhi, is wrong." etc. But I 00 know lhiol, as 1 grew 

oldcr,ilbcame""""'iot"°t~inron-ion.lndi1wasmad,oquilcclcarlhalil"-..unaccq,cat,le,notcolx­

!OleB!cd.lhltft._.,,•,ooy.lnmywcns.ofOO<Qt.lhldlnenlbwhowerc&,1yandlNIW111oby,bccauc1hac 

was them. So !here wu alwiiys the, mixed message lrld Ille double-edacd sword. 

Zaclwy:Soi!W111ob.yforlhtm,bulnotforus 

Rulh:So-youatomboy?o.lyovpllyboys'p,a? 

Zachary:Oh,lh,olutcly!lplayedwilhatlthcboyt.Wchlldprivalebc,yscb>bs,andno&irbwereatlovi·cd.Their 

pam,t:S would&<>, "But Dwina"sinlM&fOIII)." It was like. "BUI wedon·tatlow$irb:. Whaldoyov mw,r"So 

wha,Dearlna'sinrltWllSnever1gltl;i1W111jUS1me. 

Ruth:Soyouchil\kyouwereprobablypercciffll11Sbo),ish? 

2aclwy. MostofmyJife.)Uh. l'dsayovcrevcnlullrmyadtJrlift l'>eplSS<'damaJe,oilhoutcvertryin&- When I 

tried. ~'s"Oby.cool.noprot,lem.•to 

Ruth: Oby. Somelhing yoojust said prompted a ql>CSlion wilh me thaf1atready slil'l'fd away from my mind. I fit 

comest.ck.l'Udcalwidlit. 

Z.Chary:Qkay. 

Ruth:Ok.ly. 

Chris:So,wercycurpam,i.-bowdidlhey-?lmeari,youwen:a theycon,idcm:lyoua1omboy?lsthltwhac ..,_, 
7..aclwy:Veah.,.bcnlW111alirllelid,mymombouCfume-~l..-.:oca.l1"11SCbmlmas.andhm!'slhis 

big wt:ddin1 doll. sinin1 underneath the: lttt. And t went. "lt"lloa. Mom! Look "haj Sanlll brougl\tJ'O'II" ['Cause I'm 

lhree?).you know. And.she1otrally1ngry. Thal·sorydoll.and rm~101>eagitl. rmsuppa,edtopJay 

wnhlhis. Vouknow, I hlldl)fflLMyd,,dSll:)'fd"Pall nighc lone, buildingaP<1'&"and1dollhouse. lhad1hem 

to111llytom~inanhourandcomplelclyteOOih,1umingi1into<W:bigho<Ge~"""ldK1111llysitin thrttkids 

bein&wc.J1j1151infuriacedthc:m.bullhal'1howl•lwii)'t"-.S. 

Chri£ So. did you ha~ hrodlon0tsislm7 



1.aehlry:Twobrothcrs, 

Chrit:Tw<:>brolhcl'$ 

bclwy:Bothyoun,er. 

Chris:Sodidyou-wtreyouintt)'doK-? 

bchlry:Ycah,'ffwtre.Woallplaycd~11ol.Wcwaffl·t.ilowed1oleavco..-.-..sin1hcmoming.» 

101,"dgoplayineachotha"1roomJ. Wo were.it wegrc,w "!!"")'light. Mybcutgpy....,1non-issue10thcm. 

lkamo an issue lalCr. bu! wa, 11otal --issue. They knew - - wen, llljUSI the kids. and thal"1 the way ii wa,. 

Rulh:Wluudidyouwan11obewhenyougcwup.bcsidcs(bcina;?l1dlddy? 

bchlry:Myourady'/lwan!Cd10bcintheAnny.lwantcdtobe1r1off,c,:r.andlWllll!cdloU11vcllllaroundthe 

worldondcomehomolOlll)'Wifeandkids. 

Rulh:Whenyouwere-aft,e,-10."'hcrld,eySlaledtcltingyoutlwthalcoukln'thappcn.anduyoustancdto 

reali,,,lhat.wb.oldidyouNlvetogothnlughmm11lly..-J)llycholoeicaJ1yto-howdidyoutrylOrt>COneileyout'$Clr 

'°"'hattherulity-going101ooklike? 

Laehary: I think I p,obablysuffcred the same sexual idcn1i1y cruCI thaJ. 111 kid!I go through. as ran., my mental 

111itudi<ofhowldeal1withit.Thodtnial-"Il>:<O'"snoway.~·1no",oy;You1ry10f,g.noutwhatwouklbe-

1girlbclin.andloo,.,ldn"tc....,g,olhln.lhadboymends.bulllfllyinthescmclhatlhcyweremybudslndmy 

frimdsandwedidalolof'lllinplOf<tl,er.l"m.fS.andl'...,Slillneverhad""-'wid,1-.andldon'linlendon 

dwli,ng that now. Mostly. I think. il"1-I can rernembc,-.....-ious lirr,,es in life whore I wo,.,kl literally visuoli,,,: wluil 

didlhave1odo10"""1ve.101umU.1ogot0111oflhathou,e,,olcouldactuallylivethehfcl"msuppo:K<l10livc? 

AndJ.......,kldowhalwasn«cssary.Thalrneantyougotoschool.Don"1dato.Go10school.lplaycdtennis.l 

playcdtonnisforthecollc&e,fortheAirforce.forthehighschool.lnnaroutldwithmyfrier,ds.lpullcddcccnt 

moughgr,odos-nothir,gbig.nobiJdcal. l wtmtothecollcgcplrMimeand fflclasscs. t worked.ldidan)'lhins 

10S11ybusy.justtomalothetime1t1>.ThcnljoincdlheAirf-AndlllCfllllllyjoincdlheAirfon,e.going. 

"Oby.lc:anliveonmyownnow.bulmaybt-lhcy'lltachmehowwbcsmoighl.-And"s!no;ght-n,c,-irw;:ludcd 

havingsc><. It ma<lemc!Qfclcarwithlhll. ltncvcrhadan)'lhingwdoabou!Nlvin,sox.11 hadlOdowilhmaybe.l 

c:oukll"ll$SfurSU11ightnow.M1ybe.Jc:anbcnormallikecYCf)'bod)'dse.Ob.y.yeah."T011llN<11happming.ob)"? 

ChriJcSo,su-aigh\11SamMLorSU11ightas1woman? 

LKhary:ldon"1know.l,..,.llyC0111dn"t1ellyou111hispoint.ljusihonestlyfrltl/lm:wouldbcb,,uer.Slronier, 

mottpoiilivem1"modelsinlheAirForulhananywbm,ebel-ldbcablttovisualittinmymiftd..andl11ill 

lhillkl,.,..righLllhinl~wa,oneof'lhebosllhdlplcverdid.1'm1Vio1namwtcnft.lonlyapc:111111-ffe.wed< 

am1ovcrl/lm:,andn-lhewon1hclll"vce-.ercxptricrw;:odinmylife.And111yper$11f1who'1everoom,:bl,:k 

"hodid1full1our.ohmyGod.tdon'tl<nowhowlhc:yeveranived!lrullydon'Lh11ugh1mehowtobc111.,,J,,11. 

n:ganllcss of whether I ,.,.. male or female. It tauW'I me how to be mpomlble. h ll"W't me how to live my life and 



NWU'.it!W"lnoenicw:b<horySobc,--flll<6 

hc>wLOIIIHeclioic:cs..reprdle,,sofmyS<•111h1yormy .. ,ua1iden1i1y.Those-alllhing:slhalsercally 

im:lcvan1,.hmilc:omc!$10justbeinJwhoyou...,.Thosc..,justocbetil'!Cidftuls.llhinlc.Soil....,,1vcrygood 

lhingfor..,.. 

Ruth:~ meb-.l<upj11$11 mcmen1. You said you hadpylnends,.i,iltyou-uitl young? 

Zaclmy:Ymh. 

Ruth:lnod-i.d..-i111-,,,..,ct.oo1~ 

2-:hary:Ri&hL 

Rulh;llowdidyoumM1htm? 

Z..:hary: Ae1uallythrougl, 1 nc,ghbor. One of them,..• hairsiylist. We lived in Clamnom in SOU!hem California, 

and he....,, from l;ngland. Ile-• halr,,ylist. lle"s lhe fint per,on who ever plucked my eyebn)w, Ind~ Mt 

llow I coold"""51ikelhiswilhouthavinaio lookioomucli like1she. I mean. -llt">'tT..s«llhe wonis. LC wasj11Sl 

"We'reaoingtoeduca1eyou.~hwasvcryc:ool.lreallylikedhim. 

Ro!h:Wow.Abouthowoldwcnoyou111hl,1ime? 

7..achary;l-14. 

Rolh:AndyoudelibcnnclyJOogluou1hi1CO<W10lordidlhisjUS1happ,,r,inyoorlifc? 

7..achary:No.lwu11ctuallyKl'llo>'tTL0&00>'ffandilou5esitforthemw11ilclheywcre.,:,r,e,andlmethim.He,... 

uayingwnll d>etn. Then my momscn1 mebld:10havchimdomyhair.Soifslike. "Oby.Cool!~So,no,J never 

soughl.peoplc<M.lknow,gn::,1,linaup,oncofmyr<"llltivu....,,,lesbian.l...,,.ergottomecther.Shedicdof 

cancer.lnfact.l'veonlyinlhc:fl'stmon•harnmettingbloodr<"Wivcsofmine-family.alJlllsandcoo,ins Iha! 

r ... no1mc1.inwellovcrl0.~years.Myfamilywasvcrygood11alimllin&family,.,11,ey•rejuunowenlffllll 

mylife.t"macniflatolcam1kl!abo.r1od>a"relllilfl. Then!-•youngman,.·ho,.aspy. Whml -•-not 

...,..,ban, my~mymorn,..vay)'IMlg-Sbeandhersislerwouldhmgoutinlhehouse,andhe"drome 

,,...,.llldhe"dpllylhepiano.Thq,....,.,ldn"11e!lhelidssoundhim.bec:ausrinthost'dllystheyuillbelievedbc1n& 

py..-.,1J)fdophile,111easlinchrirhou!e.Bul.l.....,.ldoo'tl<nowwhohe-.ljusrbowhe-10CMin. 

Ruth; 00 you.....,. try IOsock out infOfffllbOII obout being pyor•)1hifl& like lhal? 

bchary:l wcmiolhel~allll,e,li..,..1.-tallthc:li..,.. 

Ruth:Whl,tdidyoulind"'hmyou_,.,lhm'/ 

7.achaly:Nothin&,andwhllldidfindwasrnon:alongchclincsofaduhreadinglhalmadcvaylinle.......e.Vny 

linle info,ma1ion. hjust lileraUycamcdoWflto. lg....._ rcalizlnglhatlhere"snow1yle111be1hcoolyonc. ldidn'1 

buythatfor1min111e.Youcooldradf.ll:thl;rxand.,yOlhcrkindofS<xmagazineoradul1rnagazine.andyoukllcw 

damn good and well !here wm: lots of people baving R• with other people. especially women. Al leaM Iha!"• llow 

my minds.aw i1a11hc1ime.ohy1So I know I wasn·11hcoolyonc:.and I knew.sooner or lacer. I W011ld bec.ome1n 

adult and I would be able 10 ao place,. l'here had to beAom~place. I would cr<"ale tlti• place in my bntin. in my 
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•llld.andUlll'1..,_lwomd_.,,....,,.;i1oowc11U1'11Ll.-dplOUl.ll(lli.d:.y.l101out•17.8d,.-t,ml-

16.lwould[brioa71thefcnytoSellnle.lhad..:t.,.llymet•-owrhtn=lhlllwould._yl<IMcd,lwu 

illvol.-edwilh.She•11S•leal•dfaodeoldcrlhan1M..She...,•allpllwouldaimeowrllboilltYCl)'Ollier 

~ eo<ntS1ay1mumlaofllolrsllldlwlaoutwithher ~-,,,....ylamouspem,m,ffllllldanimofthe 

UIIIO lhat •ho klent,flal .. lesbia,, Of pyort,ise-~IOll. So I hlld quile an ..:lualllon and. grw °""°"""~Y jllSI to be 

aroundvcryn~people.hwa1vcryll(l0d. 

R111h,Tellmchow)'Ollmeilh,i,.omu,.. 

lac:hwy:lmcther111he-.1d,lfllsbebusllfdmc.Shepd;tdmeup.[ .... ].S.•:n11llyltaned<Mrm)' 

ohOllldcr.She..-.quitc-sbe'11101wryad~w,ry"1\lllllldprt,1C.She..-.Sland,111onl00\1ClllilllanclleancdoVff 

Myallllderand"ltispcftd.ldidn'tqulw.,__,,blll~~--ldid.,_...,1;1.e."Otl!""ThMuidof 

pcrts,.,._..inleffll.)'Ollboow.bccaOICIIICff...,..,...........,.,it.u:houplcouldn'11ellyouYltlllil...._1 

1...-nod.-ound,lfldshe,.ent."'Ohmy0od.)'Oll'"'""'....Yold,•1said.•t'moldmough.·1·m1·10-.1wu1•10• 

theft,oby?Sheps. •An:)'Ollllleasl JIT'I Mid, "Oh.yahr- • - 16. SheAyt. "Come-lk wllhmer I •od. 

-SW..Letmclod1111myboc.·bccaO!Ctalwly1rodo1IO-lpffd.Sollocbdmybil:euplllCl""'-..-all,na.l 

don'1know.llowdayoule.ld1ollunp.)"OllknoW'll!hinkshelealledowr11i,omcpo1111andpV'Omc1kip,andl 

ll~ed it and ki!$«1 her back and - yeah. 

Ruth:Whmyou.,.yyoumet-pafor-,.wereyouiafk.albout<hg..wuor-, 

Zadwy.No,l'mralun&act,..~honetl-to-GodNICOrllin&~ollhc70slhllWfflt yeah, 

Ruth:Ouy. Whlldid)'OII loam lr1lftllhem,11thelfflderaceofl6? 

la:'-rl...._.llboillbtit&•....Y·•IOOdbuldl.How111opa,daon.ttow111.,._,_,pn:,pcrly_l\ow111 

btmpaaful. llow1Dhclphtrw.lllher00111.-dherdoor"ithout-.,,iag~ Howlll ...... pllffllyand 

wail llow10pick1mia..-.llow10behaw,.lf<lw10haw,monners.How10p><ftSl.llow111W.ques1ions. 

Ruth:WalhisllllrallyactinllllOrin&,cw..-.ltjYIIIOmelh"'l)'OIIWffl'pGlfllup1 

Zll:hary.llW11~tomediingl_,picking1111.btin1oroundthesepeople.Thti1Ulen:~!wowome,,l11mylifc 

1h11 wen: ,cry o,;11,cly inV<>l>'ed In what they called mytd11C11tlon. 

Ruth:Old-how-~older?Youj ... saidtllc--1o~okler. 

7Mlllry,A1letillO)'Cflokler,)all. 

Rlllll:Oby.Afflllllltheodicn,.howen:p1rtollhiserowd,wh1110ft"elbc)'-T 

Zll:-,y:Atlcastllllllacecwokler 

IIIM,DidanyoflhcmttLl~oriesaboulwhllbc:l"tPYWMlikeforlhcm? 

Ruth:Or~ian_whatlhalwa,lilc'I 



Zactwy: No. no, ii wu nevttdixussed, uccpl lhlu ii ,.,..one of chose -"l11$ getting btcter. J1 gets btc1eull the 

limc.lllftS<a1itr.Someday"•'H ...... 11yhlvelaws.-11was1Jway,.-1>o:i11'1youfOtJff,YOUgt10Uld'ltff.and 

youdowhalyoucantobcoot.Younevttbcashamodofhavingtostandupanddowhalisright.-8util....,nevtt 

actuallyse1downonddiscu»ed,Anumbtrofthom1n1vclcdandwtn110~qui1efrcq11Cn1ly.Theywoukl 

discussplaceslheyhldgOMIOthcre-thowomcninlhcspasandlhei..bian$.Thcywould1R>-.iouslfflllJforlhe 

wo,nen. )'OIi know. Rather1han "heiglU•wcighL proportionate.~ you had your women who Wffl "Rul>osque," and yoo 

hadyowwomcnehlilwettyo..-Twiggysoftheda)'.andRufTtikothal.J1wuj1151w:ryflln. 

Ru1h:Werelhcy· did1111yof1htmgo10&11)'oflllo 1hiswu1IISeanlcnowlhatyouwere-? 

7..aclwy.Yeah.Thm....,onc:b.-lhatlhe)'woukllllemcto.TheyalwayscallcdillheNumbenClub,andl 

wouldn'1know,.·tw1ocaltil.lknowthat.whcfl...,....,lkedin,youthoughlyou'dwalkcdin1<>$00>0body'avcry 

lux!Mious.lavisl,ly-lumishcdtivingroom oversiu~50fasar<lchaiB ■ndC01>Chcs.Yoo""'lkedback.. ■ndlherc 

was1nia:counlff,.ilhsomeS$00b..h,..likeanL!ohapc.Soyoucouldgoofflo)'OWlcft.andhen:'slllisvny 

large 5Jlleiow room. r, was PffflY dar\. MC>fl ofil wm comfonablc chair,,, po,i,ioM<t ..-owid ur,b16, a nice bar­

banmder would -OU1.1 waiu-ess would COIJ'IO OW. And thal is where we·d go mos1 frcqll<'fflly for dinnen, for 

drinks. 

Ruth: Whll panofu,wn WIS lltis? 

Zachlry: Rightdown!OWl'l. ,,....IOAyit ,..tih•"'222-Something.-but rm Mllposilive. 1222?1 

Rullt:ll.....,'1tho[Mocambo?J. 

Zachary:No. 

Rlllh:Okay. 

Zachary.No. Thm wasnodanc:in&, It was very quid. h""'Ymuthmaindcdyoooflhc-likechc 11.....-d Libnry 

aititudo, where-you walked in and it wa, vc,y calm, You C<lt>ld smoke your cigar and ha•• yow-drink. Tha1's prcny 

muchwhalilwasfike. 

RuLh:Whtnyousaid"HarvM'dLibrary,-you'n,1&lkln&1bou1-

Zachary:The1111ivcnity?No.ir,wi­

Ru1h:Yoo're1alkingaboul1111n'Vdunivenity? 

7.achary.Yeah. 

Rulh:Okay.Didyouhavce,porienc:ewilhlheflarvaidl.ibnu-y? 

Zachary: No.. I saw ii on TV, I"""~ fiYou knowthM reminds me I latoftho samtaniwde.~ 

Ruth:Okay.ljuslwantcdtoclarify,wc•rcllllkinglbolllllarvanl-,,doot50fflClhing~lhaiwastalledlt.....-vd 

chcn.~lknowehetewas.10m050nOfflwvlfd.clubuponH.-vardAvcn11eup""lhehil~50l,.·a1umm■ko 
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$W<:wlwwewmaolkingaboul.lstht,"'ar>)thingyoucan1dlrnc1bo<n"llllwuappropria~for1butch10beand 

7...:hary:Atthaltirnc? 

7~Thet,;glh"'lllw-al~[infon:t'7mforced7]"'11SIO~-youllWledtholadylikealady. 

ShowhcrttSi)OCt.Womenweren.otc;,;peat<l10carrythingsin.They•-,n'tc;,;peclcd10~1htirOOOl'I.They 

wereincontrol,byallmc&M.Youlnow,[w"1Jwm:raiKd10bewcll1a11ghl-thowomanisincontrol.Therewere 

attit..:lesassoci1ucdwi1hi11bou1 ohGod.lalmos1want1osaythluyouwcree,peat<I no,thatwouldn'!MIUnd 

righl. ll was as though you we"' being Ir.lined to be• llfflllcman - wery definitely 1acn1lcman and you arc trc•llns 

ladie:sasgenllcladio:,. 

RIMll;Didanyoo,<a,l,;eyoutiicleandgi-,,youanyspn:ifocldvitt.,.hisp,:rinyour .. aboulthingsyousbouldor 

.,..ldri.tdo? 

Zachary.AlwaysundffitandthalshtwillalwaysbelicYO.sheisright.Lethcrbelic""it.ewmwhmyouJ::nowsheis 

Zachao)l:Uh-huh. 

Rudi:Oby. 

7~Andf1Mouc.whmiloomn1omakinglove,youronlypriorilyishcr.Mlon&asyoukeq,tlwinmind. 

youwillalwaysdoWfllllldyouwill1IW11)'1pay1nemion.Andl'veatwaysfoundthat1obemoe.Thatwas1fways 

1biggic.ab<Mp10yingclosea11mtion,and1Ulden!andin&,ubw:hes.youwttenottoputyourowndrivein~at 

1.II.That,.wnothcrrtSf)Oo\S/bili1y,unless~cbosc:tobeapanof1hal.Don'texpecth.tr1obe.Ahll!ch-lgucstl 

can under$Ulld why ,o m;ony people at 1hat time came o.u, beingconsideml$1onewld, 

Ruth:lwa.wonclc:mg.was!MN!anytimewhman)'OlltCIIC-..iyou.ortlwyou~ihc~tlwyourown 

pif1c:a1ionwasaboin,porllM? 

Zachary:No.No,yfNlownp111if!C&UO<lwasyouroW11bt.isillfU10bedealtwith,q,araely. 

Ruth: I'm secin3S1>Ch•con1rU1 between what we as wommthinkofasguysocialila\ion, whichishow1os,;,or,:. a 

~towhalyou'tellllklng•bout. 

Chris:Right.yeah 

7...:hary.That'1~how,..ewmraiscd.That'1howlwasaoupl. 

Ruth;Wasthett.,,y--thettacontrastbet......,w·lwyouwcn:leaminginth111e11ingandhowyouhad 

ohtcrvcdyourpam111in1crxtinj? 
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Zachary; Well. yeah. How my parents imerac<ed was Iha! my mom•sjob was to sali$fy Dad and k«p him happy and 

con1e-n1.lt•••asanexactopposi1e.Absoh.ncly.Butmyparentswouldr,evcrha,cbecnconsidm:duppcrclassor 

ge-ntlcmenorgentleladiesdlher. 

Chri$: That"< one thing I was wonderingal>oot because ii sounded like these women wen, -

Zachary:Alotofdass. Tooyhadak>tofmoncy.andtheywen:n't1fraidtospcndi1.Absol11tely. 

Chri$:Solwond<:riflhat-l'msu,.,itimpa,;:tedwhal.thescenewas.becauseyou1loohadthecl8SSstUffinthere. 

7,11;hary:Thai.couldv,;:rywcllbc. Ycah.lhalwouldmal:esense.Thal.W<1uldmakcsensc.Yoodidn"tgoploccsthat 

just anyone would go. You ceru,inly didn"l go showing any public forms of affection. Titcy wen: alway,; •cry ,ubllc 

Whetheritwasthroughpl,!l1Se$orlhroughspecifictypuoftooch.butyouwouldnever-theywouldneverhav,;: 

beencaughtdeadinmybar.oby1 

Ruth:You"retalkingaboutSappl,o"• 

Zachaty:Yeah 

Z.Chaty:Yeah 

RUlh: I wamtoastyoo-sincethcsc were people who had some money. Yoo"re l6.orrnaybejust1 littleovcra1 

thi,poi,,1 

Zachary:1--16.yuh 

Rllth:Werethcypayingyourway1 

7,11;hary.lactullllyhadajobwbe-relhadmoncy.No.mygirlfneJ\dnormaUyW<1uklslidcmoneyintomypocl<et. 

llcrbcliefwasldid,,"thavel0have1hemoney.Shemadethemoney.Butlshouldalw1ysmakesureitwasmewho 

wuscenspcndingthemoneyandntverl>er.Soshcwould always put IW<>. lhr«. fourh~dollars inmypockel 

Ruth:Sowercyoulearninglhingsaboulhowawholediffcrentclassbchaves? 

Zachaty:lgllesS.lr,everthoughtofil. 

Ruth:l"mjus1W<1ndcring. 

Zachary:ljustr>everthough1ofi1.Tllat.tome.wasallthc,.,wa.s..lhadnothi!liclsetocomparei1to.asfara>agay 

societywcm.lgn:wupbclievinggaypeoplcwerebet1crcd11C11ed.highercdllCllcd.hadbcncranitudcs.wen:mon: 

open•mii>dcd. didn"t have time to be racist or se~iol. T11ey wcren"1 prejudidal wwards the gay men that 1hey ran 

around with. ll'lcy were very much imeractivewilheachOlhcr. lfanyone wasca11yandbi1chy. it was1heguys! Sol 
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lonanlhll•••--lizltion,oby,so-[laigblerJ 

R111h:[l'llpoimlhal.OU1.?f[t..ghlcr] 

Clwis:Bulrw.ineo(lhne-youwoullln'1considcr"1yofliw::sewon>fflbilchalllhl11,me. 

7,.achlry: Now I would look II lhcrn. and I would thil'lk. MYOll-y,obr,r:,~ioU<, porDpo11S, ~-•·-

Chrio: Oh. n:ally? 

Zlchlly:Veah,y...,li.blllldidn'1knowanythingthcn. 

Chris:Vcah 

7,.achary I n,ally didr,'1. This was my- this is how P"Ol'le beha.-cd. Now, this WllS IIOl lhe butch women. 

Chrislll&hl. 

7,.achlry:Ok.ly7 

Chri,: Yeah. 

7.-:hary: llut then, yoo know, in n,trospcct, a loc of those, butch wo~n rould have probably b«r,Ju,i in the sa,ne 

i.o.Elwuin.youknow'lldon'tknow. 

Ruth:Y0111r1mti,,-dlhlldieydai"118...,1imc10boptejt>dico:1.DidyoueverJta-omycoa•ntaionl....,._nu'? 

"--.......,pc,;,ploofcolori,,d,ispo,,p«.--ithe:,epc,oplc7 

z-t.yYa.bucdiey....,......_aoc--. 

RUlh:A~yoncinpm1icullr7Wilhoul-youdoo'tlll,..10,_-,bucc:anyoujml.lih,[hwd1011eatl -7.-:t.ry,Ttirtt .... ablld 1blackmale.Thrtl:-uAs;..male.Thm:wm:1couple<1fvcrylipl-.kiftl>NI 

biracial. bul they would haft lxm Asian-while _,.,,_ 

RuthWo'"'lllkin1nowlhou1probablylhclalo"60s1 

/.-:lwy.No.l'm11JkinJact111llyearfy"70s."71. 

Rlllh: lwly '70s. Oby, 10 ii ....s much lalcr than, .say, wt>en tho civil righ!S mo...,mc,u w• ha(ll)Ofll"I, J ....s 

wof>drrJng.,tu,1kindofco1wersa1K)Mpeoplohad1bou1thosckindofiSliue$,thalyoowcn,ln. 

Zlcl\aty: I n,member• •Olll)le ofthc: 1uy,, diK'"'-'i"ll their involvcme,u during the d•il riat,111. w, .....,..Id urlk lbo<IC 

tltinplhalwould-up ma)ffpm1uflhenews-andlhc)'W0111d"'Weitbadi:10_,.,..,,;ve Solknowlhll 

ooeo(lhem-physicallyand..:ti...,lyiaYOlvulinlhemid-'60s.8'-'r..youknow ...... it.,...1IW11)'Sll'eall>d 

almostblnt-ly,Thq,wm:tlw:n,Thalwuafaaoflife,Thcr,:.......,thmgstobodone.Theydidwhlldieyhlld10 

llo,and,thank)'Oll.Ood.but.10quocc.-1flheydon"1wan11011Cf[lheir1]goddamnwes0111of\l,ellO<ld,where~ 
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wch.lhmthey'regoinJl10$1■ydownthen,andthey'n:&11ing10p11ylhcgoddamnprke."Tha1wa.sno1mysayin1 

1h11.oicay?rmno1•ffl>iltimquoting:rm1addinide?Jq1101.in1-

Ruth:Whenyousay"tbey."an:you111kingaboolblacl:pcoplc? 

Zachary:lossumed1hat"swlwhelll<odabout.Mymindlooksa1it.andllcel1hatsamewaylboutanyonewho"$1 

m,nority.lftheyci-sayin•mvimnmenlwh<-n:thcy"n:IOifl&i0bo:eonstantlyoupp,al,Cd.dlcffi$no1hingl 

cando!Y0ttlolow?Thll'11hcirchoice. 

Ruch: Befuo'e l ~¥(, this !Opk. I wamod lO fir.cl DUI iflhcre Wlllf any- if you can n:call any social tabooil « lhings 

thi11wasn·1coo1todo. 

bchary:Dono<IOUChinpublic:.Dooot"""lermsofendcarmfflt. 

Ruth:lnpublic. 

7..-:hary.Then:wen:1numherofpeople:donot11$CW1tn:alnaoteS.Yeah.Dlpublie,rightWbttigt"ttingi,,cw,,. 

lcrWdrivergctthecardoor.l(lheGivcrdoesn'tgctil.lhcnitwasmyj,ob10gctit.Don'1-lether,:,per,1hat 

-· 
Ruth; Did you•- hear people being talkod aboul U if1hey had b«n 0$U>Cizcd bee>= LIiey had done SOIYIC"lhing 

thatwasn'tcool? 

bchaoy:Yes.Yes.Awomanhadl'rakodOttlandgotlellwry""5dandm■de1public1ttnfow:tfee1i,,gtN1she 

wasbo:in1jiltcd.Theywerca/lLOlally.10iallydi>gumd ■ herbehaviorandher111irudo. 

Ruth:WhydoyoulhinklhMWll'IDcclllSesheW1:1callingpublic ■ttntion10baxlr7 

Z.Chary:Rigltl.Riglll..Righl. 

Ruth:Blowingcvcryone·seov'-"7 

7.achary:WelJ,no,itw■s11'1abool1"-. hwastheidiocyofbehavifl&thatwayinpublic:.Shel.ntwthatSM-1 

pll!SS.shewasRippo,s,od10haw,knownlhll.~y.lhis-hadfound1new&irJfrimd.andwhalWQ$1w: 

tnal:111C11CCO<abourtllih■ didshellope10cre11e?Whllwa,$1w:hop;,,g10do? 

7..-:hary:Thal was what madcnoRnse. ll"soneoflhose Yoo know.yo<all/(laway. Thll",jUSI "'hBl you do. You 

11on·1make•-· 

Ruch:Didyouobsc<veanypllysicalfighlsamongWOfflCfl? 

RUlh:l'mtiking.bo:au5e'°"""women l1"""lkindofn:fer10-womc,,oflhcoldschool."aonofprc.S.oncw1JJ 

ie,bians_lalklbouttheModi$0nT1vernaslhio-bolltas1plltcwhcre~was1haY(,nto&0bl.,Lal!,0,opparmlly.~ 

wn famous for some ofit:s fi&hts. r wasjUSt wondering If you >tumbled on anyofthal. 
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Zachary:No.No.No 

Rulh:Okay 

Chris:Whatkindofjobwtteyouwortingat1h,upoint? 

Zachary:lworkcd-Jwasinhighachool,solwasn'1doingawbolclot.lact,;allyworted1t1hccommissaryonthe 

bllS<>overinBrcmerton 

Chris:ot,.youdid'.' 

Zaclwy:Ycah. 

Olris:Soyouwttebusy.Yoo"-cnogoi"f110h;ghschool­

Zachary:Ycah.thal"s"'hylontywento•erlboutone-evcryothci-wcekcnd 

Chris:Soitpmtymuchstaycdthat.Yoodidn'tincrease. Youdidn'tStartcomingovermore. 

Zaclwy:lwouldcomeov,:raGOUpleofwceknights<>eca$ionally.lwouklsaylwasgoingioaconcert.$0mdhing 

likcthal.Catehthcfeny.comcover.m11ybeh.avedinner.1umaroundandgobac:k. 

Chris:Sowha<wasyourrcla<ionshipwi1hyourfamilylikcrightthen?Wasj(~1yst,.ined? 

Zad...,y:Nowonclhan itcnrhad bttnbefon:. I wasprc!lymdependerd:and~ of coming and going. I wasn·1 

beingasl<edwhen:l..asgoing;noonetverasked. 

Chri$:SoyoujUS1euneand(wen1?)? 

Zachary:ldidn"1gc1introoblco,1nylhi11&,sonoonercallys-v,:adamn 

Rulh:Sotheydidn"tknowalllltalyouW<1"euptoat1halp0im? 

7.J1Chary:Oh.no,theyncverknewunythlnglwasupto.But1hen.1heyncverk-whe,,lhadagam,,.Theyncver 

knew when I had a match. Thi;yncver~ncwanylhing. Tlw:yoeverhadmuch in1cnest. I grew up with oo- lmcan. I 

grew up knowing 1hlll they rcallydidn"1 want anything to do with me. I gnw up knowina; all my life that my mother 

feltitwa<myfau!tthathcrlifewuruiocd. 

Chris:Becauseofwboyouw=? 

Zachlry:~J...,..bom.Mymothtr...,..ex1Jemelyahu$in.l~upbrin&belllquitcollen.Herfl>'Oritctime 

wasto"'11il umil I "'3Saslecp. She liked to come inwithwircC011ha,ge,$anclmydad'slhin lealherbelt. Then:...,.. 

nolov,:lost. lwuablucbabywhenl wasbom.Jgrewupharinguntillwas 15thmsheshouldhovejUSllctmc 

die.Myfalherfinallyhcardher. 

!SIDE I ENDS ABRUPTLY) 

Ru1h:l1probablydidn'teatch1hclastlhi111youhadsaid,soifyouwan1ton:capt""1lncident 
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Zachary: Oh, yeah, my mom had made some thream,ing remari<. My dad was asleep on the sofa. and she had once 

againdoncher,youknow,hitmc1ype1hing."lshouldhavele1youd;.,.1iet,youwe,ebom."lverycalmly 

[poonded?Jherhead.pmherheadthroughawall. 

Ruth:Wha\wa.,yourfather"? 

Zaelwy:{17Jsaid,youknow,·•1fyooevcrhi1meagain.l"mgoing1okillyou."MydadJ)lllie<lmeoffofher,said, 

"G<ltoyourroom."!twasne,...-discusscd,andthatwasthelasttimeile>-ercameup. 

Ruth:Wasy<>UBthetypeoffamily1hal,ifthertwas1prObltm.peoplcjustkindofpre1endeditwasn"11hereandno1 

Zachary.Yeah,&bsolutely 

Chm: How did they feel abou! your brother,? Your mo.her. how did you feel aboul your broth=? Wa., she also­

Zaclwy: They- fine. They- boys. They WCTen'! the ooes- no. they wereyoung...-. They didn't makc her gc1 

married; J did. lt'smyfaull. I was indq,endem. ldidn"1 ocedher,therefon,. I'm bad. They needed her. So she really 

didn"tcarewhu;/I was. ltwa.,ob.ywith hertlW ! was gone 

Chris:Yourdad-didyourdadcane? 

Zachary. My dad wasgoneallthe1ime. 8"inginlheNavy,hewasalwa)'1ovcneu.Sountil I was 17, I didn"treally 

know him very well. And a1 thal p0int, don't 1ell me l .,..,., go do something. I don't even know who 1he hell you 

arc!Sothalwasthewiderstanding. 

Chris:Sotime1ogt10U1ofthen:,huh? 

Zachary.Ycah,soldid.Januaryof1973.rna.n,lwasoutof1hcre! 

Zachary.Yeah 

Ruth:Amongthepeopletha1youwouldhangoutwith.lwan1edtofindoothowlkxibleorno1,..,.,.,the 

OO'lch/femmeroles 

Zachary:Thcywerenocflcxible 

R111h:Okay. 

Zachary: J wa., in my mid-Ws before I ever heard the phrase. '"Butch in 1he streets. femme in the sheets." becau$t: 

thatwasccnainlynotmye•ptrience.lwouldhavetosay,basedonthepcopletha1lknew.that"11Snotthecasc 

Yct.herelamat4S.andlcanse<:howpeoplecouldrein1<'fpl'Cl!hat.andmaybeit"11S! 

Ruth:Whatdoyoumeanb)lreime,pn,tthat? 

Zaclwy: Well, the women were definitely in control. The wome11 -the femmes - wercdefiniiely in conirol. They 

hadthesay-so.Someofthemcouldbevery~iveandveryas$t'rti..,inall.sonsof.,·ays.Soasbu1ehes.we 
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knewOll"place.Thm:......,•ccuplcofthebw:heslhffl,thalwtftobyjously"theMptO','idcr.The)'wereotwiously 

lheoneslhatrnaderhetif<:possiblcforlhewomenlha!they......,with,luyoustillknewthal,ic:,cmlly,lhcfemmcs 

-,,,51itllheonescallin&lheshols.. 

lllrth:J'mgoingtoaskyoulnOlherqueslionthatyoualmostpanially""'weml,b<,cawcJgetdilTemnaMWff510 

ll,is,dcpendingonwh.oltalkto,was:didlhebutch-werelhebutcheoalso~ically1hepro>'idcrt.orwu1hat 

Zachary:11w.'swhylsay,l'msinlherewere•fewlhatwereinlhe~boet•mc.lhatwm,youngerlhantheir 

parV"ICQ.My&iflfriendwasacall&ifl.Sh<madealotofmnn,ey.ShcworkcdoutoflheTowmdown~.Shepoid 

adoorman..Sh<poidacabdriver.Shepoldalolofmonq,out,and•lmewtha!loena.inlydidn'lmake-lwasa 

Mlldtnl.Shekncwlwuastudent.lcaionlyauumctha!acouplcoftheotherpeoplc......,,IOO. 

RWl:lasl<ll,isbeause,whcnllalktosomepcople,lhcyll,inllthep1111emwasrq,licalcdamonallrlightcouples­

ist11-,lheb,ucll...ned-pt0','idedforlhefffllmc.And1heaother-

Z.:hary:I-

Rlllh: I'll fini,h wllal l"m saying. And other pc,oplc obscrvin& this-~ Iha! tho bulch women IIOtl'ltiimcs wer1, 

sool»-ious1ha1theyhad1hard1imegc1tingjobs,Mdnc,ededtobesupported«onornically.Solwaswonderingif 

youhadsecnai,ypoUemsonewayorlheother. 

Zaclllwy:No,thiJwasnotagroupwllmcthaepeoplcweresoobwiouswhenlheyWO"Cinpublic,no.No.thaewcre 

well-«h.1c11ed--ofthescpcopleWffl=Mllywellknown.LikeE .. id.lhey-ldht,veponies,andpeoplc 

-ldshowupdial:werequitcfamous!hllnooneW<Mtldha.,.~So,no.lwouldnotsay!hllwasthesroup 

Ridi:Oby.Wllllkindsof""'1inoloCYdidyou..w.in,cnnsofVl'Ords~ke-py.--ksbiant'"d)lkcTWllll-did 

you-howdidyoudcscn'belllo5c1 

7.M:hary.Wcdidnotmelhephra$e-dyke.-11was-py"or-tc.J,ilrt.-

Rulh:Oby. 

Zachary: And -py- wa, men u~dwornen: ~ wasn"1jur.t men. Soc~n lhe pho,s,-1,sbian" wu r.ot used as 

fr,,.,quen1ly;i1primarilywas-gay.-Then,i1wasn·11ha1i1cameupweryoftcn.b«auw;yoohadCOllPlcs.andyouhad 

rwnesandspe,:ifl(:l.,11Soppost(i10lhe'"thcse"andthe"lhcms"andthcgenen,lilics. Vouknow,yooweregoingio 

di,,nerwi!hJ.,.,,andDnwus. Yoowcregoinatolw,vc,:ocktailswithJennifcrandwhomc~crwucomiftawith 

Jmnif..-.Soi\W11$11'twilh"theP'h"or"lhclcwians-or"'1hcdykQ."lllllwuneYffportOf­

RW>:Soroowcrerof...-cdiospecif,callyb)'peoples",...,_ 

Z.:hary.Ycah. 

Rull,:Qtay. 

Zachary.Yeah. 
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Ruth: One <>!her area that rd kind oflikt: lO eicplON: a litde bit i1,, when I hear aboot b<itch/femme roles- I came Ollt 

intoaslig)nlylaterperiodoftimel'·benbutch/femmerole!lwercbcingkindofdevaloed.Sol n,w:rhadtomakeany 

kindofchoicestikethal.Bu1sin«J"w:alwaysbeensonoftomboyishandandrogyno1>S,bulneverphysica1Jy 

imr,osing. l"n,always wondered. ifl had to make thal clioiee, how woold I ba,-e fil in a,; uon ofandrogynol!S 

penon.,.lity'!Oidyounoticewomenlike1hat?Andhowd;.;!lhcy-? 

Zachary:lnotiw:tthatla1eron,ycah.JUntil?]lh;1mym;.;!-20s,Jwassceingthat.hhadn,w:roccu,m;ltome1hat 

androgyny was"" "!'I;.,,,. J was not obvious until later in life. You kr.ow, I was in the Air Force. I wor,; a uniform. I 

hadr,,s.trlctionsandlhingslne,,dtdtoflbidebyandshowrespec1for.l""'Sa:!h>den~gettingmydegn,os.lwas 

bwy.So!a1tt-ldidn'tbccomcobvKlll$untillop,neJmybar!Un1iltben,IUillwON:abniandall~things 

coostamly,anddresscdlnslacksandshim.o;dn'tweardrcs.ses-no!hingtikethat.Butitwouldon!ybcobviousifl 

chose101ellyoo 

R,nh:l'rnjustwondering.becausel'w:alwayshadkindof-intcrmsofcxprcssionofmasculinity/fernininityformc 

-l'vealw•ysfcltrnyselfsomewhefcititbemiddle.Solwa,;wolldcring.inanearlier1imc.whatwouklhaw:l>e<,n 

allowed forrnttobe inthalsocietyyou'rcialkingaboot where the roles are? 

Zachary:ldon'tknow.ldon'1thinklevcrrnadeachoice.ljustalwayswas.That'sjustthcwayitwas.andthal's 

thcwayitwasgoingtobe.ldidn'tW<M1tobethcg.irl.ldidn't,.an110bepassiw:.ldidn'1want-no,noneofthal 

wasolcaywithme.Soldo,,'tkr.ow.l~llydon't 

Ruth:Okay. 

Zachary:Thercwerc[)N)p]ethatlwouldlookat,andl'dgo.'"Tilat'sbutcb?Oh!Okay." 

Ruth:WbatwoulJg.iw:youthatimpression? 

Zachary: They just didn't suike me a., ,·cry btitchy. J'rn looking at all ofthal in my mil>d. because I actually haw: a 

penoo in my mind that I'm visuali>:ingas I say this.. NOi the physique, oot thcani1oot, not the caniag• -nollling 

waswhatlwouldhaeeas.socia1tdwith111tha1timeasbeingbutcll.Andye1.a1the$8m<Otime,JrodealO-~ 

cveryday.Jrodeanaw:ragcofaboutSOmile,aday,solwasveryfit.Playedtennis.Jdon'tthinkanyoncwould 

Nlw:cw:rloolctdatme, wl>en I wc,uto,ci,ool,and thoughlofmeasmalc,byMymeans. Yet I couldgoputoo my 

sl""b and a shnl and look fine, and very definiLCly knowthBI J was 001ch. So, you know, ifs all in your own 

pcn,cplion. 

Ru1h;Y~.Tcllmeaboo1yourdccision10gointothemiliwy.Wl!yd;.;!yoochoo$ctheAirForce?Youstar1td10 

talkabom-

Zachary: I chosetl>eAirforccbecauseit l''asthcbest, fifl!ofalL They had higherrequircments,highttsiandards, 

ondlrcallywantedtha!.Jprcnymuchalw,ysbeldrnyselftolhat.lweminin'73,soilwasacoupleofyea,sbefON: 

Vicfnamondod.Mydadhaddonethrcctoursaln:ady.lwanttdtogotocollcgc.lhadan"!'liooandan0pp0nunity 

forapartialscholarshiptogoout10WallaWalla,andlhadnodesirc1obeootheirdebaletcamormajorinEnglish, 

andthal'swhatlthought!heywercofTeringm<:. 



Rudi:Whm)'Ollay-.ey.-,.,.. • .., ...... .,., 

7.aclilry:Thel)OOl)le•lheDDl.lcp.11lmmr,eniey 

Rudi:Oli.OU)'.aodiiswasoqma1effllllllhe 

7..act.y:So1..,_;,_,lhoAirf"""'aol.,.,..ldafford1op10ochool. 

IIIAll.:Oby.AndyourdadluddonelhmolO!no(Victnam1 

Z.:lwy, My did did. yeah. 

Rlllll:Oby Wcll.1tll.,.whllyourVWUllftlnperimce,.._lib1 

Zadilry,ldon'IWUIIO. 

Rutb:OIL.OU)' 

)l'litJjt-~/,....,S.....-,...11 

bcblry.l1..._•1r..,11 .. 11sn•11JOOdplKc10be.l1tookrnctbollll0ycanallcrP"'&to.dtlO-tolfflnl 

withllltbll. 

lluCh:Ourin1Jyourdmeinlhcmilitary.did)'Ollme,cc01hcrlesbians? 

Zadlory:Abeolllkly.Ablokllcly. 

7.adllry:11111..-.spmayfunny.lwasillllrd,tdiooi.-aly,bcforelmd~lholaetually 1~19id-.b .. 

tomronr.l'd"'-IIOlla&-I-Joi"'ll.xll ... l .. 11Si,r,,olwnwidl ... --.r· .. p1..-.dlrouplloe--

doool&whll)'OllhaW!IOclo.Andlhldbep, ...... Jaa.E~.-oundmeladllwayssmoked.andlhldnot.Sol 

i.lllftliniffl0km&in8-ic:"£ltcwt111t.~lwalbd11pto'ma.~Doyouha>le•lightbyln)'ct.ic.,~Shcll0p!X<I 

..i111t~·Yeah.ltafT)'~]lll,tlor....,._liU)'OM-•Wcll.)'Ollhlo-,,r.~becncbcllll-ieMI- 1n1lydid. 

lnllydid.Webecamtbesll'ricnckloryoa,and>---lollowiflslhll.8can>c"""'1ftllleStbll-day.Occickdto 

pahcodand~1room.Sheidcm[(ial•.ni&ht,atld!ohcwminronningmc.•tky,laot--fnffldwho"1 

quccr,too.Y<N.llltlOffll'ltmeelhcr •• Whlldo)'Oll-.•~.-?-Wcllyoulnow,inmymild.[lhe'111il 

jull7J...., •Wdloby.ht"scool.-

Clris:So)'OIIA.l)Vllbecanc-. Wmlhol lilet -1 

Za:i.yNo.lheylcl .. 11,eylclm...,...,..,..rind,edotM.Wecnuld~ 

7Mhary,Yeah, 

Chril:Oby. Allri&t,t IIOIY""'-
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l.adwy:Wcwcn:notlovenor.,ythifl&likclhal..Wcwcn:justroommates. 

Ruch:Didyouhl.ve1wo10aroom? 

Zacbaiy:Wchl.dthn,cl<)aroom. 

Ruih:Okay. 

Chri,;So1hc,hl.dagay~ndUUlllhc-

7..acl,ary:vca1t,1iwx1""onMOlhtrtloor.~ilW"1by itwasby.lthilll:-ldon"trcmcmbcrhowlhc)'hl.d111 

clasificdwcacgorizal.bullwasinthcfntfloor.andhtrfriendwuupontbethirdlloor.Ml.onthcl>lherlidc.So 

wrwtn1ova-thcre..Andlhatwumyoocmddl)"1111eehschool.Fromthatpoin1on.~"')"ontlranlll'oundwith",.. 

pyormociacdwithbcinggayorlcsbiamorb~ualorsomething. 

Ruch: llowwcllknownwu itdllllthcsewomenwcn:py'I 

Zaclwy:A~it-wcllkoown,htcausclW111watchingpu,plegetkidtcdOU11l11he1imc.Ofcour1e.wben 

you"rclS.you"rcimmunetoallthis;youcandowhalyoullkc.Solsawalolofthat.too!Altit1ookwuoncpenon 

saying your 1\1.mC and saying that the)' ,howglu you were gay for you to be investigated. I wu invcsiigau.l an 

1venacofcv<.'lysixmontlu..l1wurcallyridkulous. 

Zacbaiy:l1W111hanihwuvcryhanil.....,,"1doillg111ythdl&,l......,"1Stting.,yone.lwouldcomehomeand 

findmyi:--.cbransadcd.l""OUld-linallycallrdinmyfir51JC<BUn1fiomtbei.rr.:ks.callcdmcolfofmyjob. 

hl.dmc-t.:kwhllelheywa-1hroughmyf00nl10~it."Wba.-.youlootin&for?Wheldoyouw..:IJ"II 

1cllyou~itis!"AnythincWll-ldas,ocillcmcwilllbcingpylhey"'IIIINIOlind.Solkncw.wim••••erl 

do,keq,itofTi-andkoq,itOU1ofimiform.lbcpndatin&1-thallmetolflme.lmctherlluw&h,omc 

membmofthcori&INllALPS'""""5-

Zachary:Tac:oma. 

Zacbaiy:At011epoin1.shesaid."l'mgoin,ato-on'-..-.lpickyouup.J"mgoing10taL:youtomypam,1S" 

houtcfordinntt."Her~hiewshe-py."Okay.lhat"scool."Soshepickcdmci,ponbase.andwedroV'C. 

andwedicM'1/-1heblsoe.l'mgoing."Wcl')iJIII01hebolck.-?llhilll:lhc)'"rcdowd."Wcwcm10oflka"" 

housin&10hcrdtd'l-l-pttnyshoekcd~htr-anddtd"uc~tndhtrdtd-mycomllllndfng 

offoca-. lie - vcrysupportin. lk had no issmaround ~•all. lie had no probltm with hisdau&lner bcinapy. 

Ind no problem wilh mcbtin&py. Wcdim't l•~lhcn:?I-Again.youdidn"tdisp!-rpu,bli<:ly. Yt111didn"1btba"" 

tha1W11y,8\llwohadmanynkedinncn,andlwould[1e!aillcdintohisofficesuddmlylromw,:,rkj11S110[hallg 

ou1?]. llc"d Mand behind me and rub my lhouklml and say. "MandK how you doill:£? l n«d you lO go to 



Ol<llhoma.~"J don"t ,..,u IO I'-' 100klahoma." lie says. "1 kilow yoo don"!, but I milt)' llffll )'OIi Ihm. 1 llffll ■ 

TDV. 1 111Nd ■ ......... <Wffdwnthacanhandle-do_,,.,ir,,;,.inl,lhate10.a,_)'l)U.~ 

RWl:W,..lwaslhalwordyoousedbefon:? 

Z..dwy. Marulli. HeoV1:nc:■ !ledmeb)' my i..i ....,..,. 

Rulh:Alld,.benheuid,lnecd ■ --..mclh,na," 

?..11ehlry:"lllffllyou10p.lnecd ■ ~"l-...s ■ '"lW!t[llloron1l.Sowe-,.,soodfiimdt.aao ■fterhi1 

d■uglucr ■nd lquff-ill&e■choda. Voulnow, i1 was110problem. 

Chrl1:lledKffl"1ha,e ■ prol:>lemwithyounotbeinaanofficer. 

laclllly:No. 

Owl1:Datinchtld■uclite!? 

l.■clwy. No, I wastakintoolk,cclasscs.lOO. So washisdau(lhtcr. Ashepul~.he kncwtti.1, lfl would SIiiy In, I 

wouldbecomc:anolfk:cr.AndlhMwas1hepl.l1ji,s1...,...erhappcned. 

Owts:Sohowlonadid~U11;eyoucobecomta-.-,.?Th■l"1 

Zadwy.llmonths. 

Chri1:"l'hMl'1prc11yhlghup11\ere. 

Zadwy.UMIWl.lh■dro..cornfflO'lldlliombythetimelwasinjllll(Mr ■,-

Chru:Wow. 

?..11ehw)':Vt11h.lwasflltf,1llnc.lwasje1fflllncmc,chanil:.lwasooeofther.n1peopletohm:myowncr,:w.lwas 

lincqu■llfll'd.Ri&hlqY1liried. ■ll111Mkindoffunat~IT.ldon"lth1nkJ,...slhll.,_or1mtth■nic.butlh■d ■ lolof 

fun.Myco,nm■n,Jorlik..dllllvinghisownnltdw,k:oni,;,~IW■l1hem«hlnicf,..1hebasecomm■ndor"1 -Ru1h:Dldyoute11odo ■nyRying? 

Z■<lwyVe■h. ..... eV'Cr)'IOhcte.iflw■m..dlO.Yeah.setln1hcpl■ncs ■ndSC). 

RWl:Did)"IIIIRythepl■nc(I 

Z.:hw)':No.lwouklcr■shi;slflRewthepl■nc 

RWl:Okay.lwasjUS1"'0!1dffln&iflhll 

?..11eti.ryNo.we"""ld111e1imulllon..Jcould lwasn,nql41iflell.lcould5Clthcplancupontheb.:kup ■IKI 

variousthing&toll5Sit1.lcouldw:icheplane.Soyoogoonchetlmulator.andl,:oi,ldtakeo1Tandny.bullwasnol 



w,rygooda1it,andlcould""•erland.So.litenilly.wlleali1W11smytun'ltotly.ilwas."W,l~wc,•n:going10go 

~ at the Denny's [and tllCll wc,"n, done hcn:?I. and then we'll go get drunk," 1,ecau,c we'd •II be dead. So thal's 

howwc,"d.youknow-itwasmytum. 

Za,:lmy:Ycalt. 

Rlllh:Oby. 

2a<:hary.Yealt. 

Ruth: Allright.SodoestheAirF~-didyougetOlllofil what)"Ol>b■l><"tOUt!o? 

Zachary. No.J got kicked out Oe,ccm1,er8". 1975 forbeinjpy. Bad<. from Vicuwn, lwaswl'lfl<ingtcsta:IJ. lta1ed 

it.Didn'tlikcil111all. 

0m:Worlr:iog,.MfC7 

2a<:twy:Testooll.ll"soneorthe..aionsforjetc,,gincswhcn:theybriogttie1..uinto il"sjustthishugeroom 

when: ifs all hooked up and 1C51.Cd. I still wudoingno1hin1. l ~Iii/had noc done aoylhing 1obreak the laws. Again. I 

was off base. I ac<ually fell madly. hnd-o=-heds in lo~ wi1h a woman and wu married 10 her a11he MetrtlJ>Olitan 

Communi1yChurch in Seattle. They had swioned hero,,ersus. so she wasgo<1e. They called me in -they being the 

OSl-calledmeinandlelmeknowthal.ifldim"11umm)'Klfinfurbcingp.y.theywcn:goio&tokid:001my 

l'acher...:lffl)'brodler.Mybradier-iolhcMaines ■ thc1imr.lsaid."Kid<them001for..twrThcysaid. 

"Kick Wto 00! forusocialinj with a known~-• I said, "Who would thal ber And !hey~ "You." And 

theywcn:ha$iogthalj11S1onhana)'fromacoupleorolherpc,oplethalb■lbcenbroughtln. 

Soli.aldo,..nwithttiemilitaryanomcyandsaid."Nowwh8tdoldo?'"lcouldn"1handleanymoreinvcstlgations. 

Ew,rytimeltornedaround-myparcn1lt li•ed in Bremmon. I wouldgobome.andtheywoold follow me. Thcy"d 

beparudacrossthestrffl.Mymomwoolda.sk'me."Whalisthis?Whoarcthe,errdhl>1:to-lk1>111andsay. 

"Look.you~whtrcl'm ■.Yool<nowfCM'tp11II0111oftbe~ywimo.o:belncSffl1.Couldyoumo""yo<.­

c:aruptherc ■ lcast.youknow.soil"sr>01,oobviot,s?'"l!wouldj,,s,pissthemoff.We...,.,ldhe.-themlappmj 

inwourphooesoolmc..Wc01,1111dhcal'ilwhentheywouldl"l)in.,o""'wou.klsayallkindsofthingstosetthem 

up. "Oby. wc,I~ you come on o•cr htrc 1onighl when you Ft off work.• Thirty mit\11\eS aftor lflis person suppOSed.Jy 

got off work, they"dbccomingimomy room. l"mlOllnda,h,cp.orcoorsc. by myself. Thcy'dbcclaimingtheysaw 

amaninmyroomlhrough 1hcwindo ...... "llleblinds11"CClo$cd. Youdidn't11CCagoddlmn lhing." Buttlw"$how 

theywouldwri1titoff.andtlllt"t00Wtheywould .. cuscit.They"dcomcina1allboun.lj11stwanltd-tlwW1111h. 

1 .. ,..riml.l"db■lit.Jdim'1foeltlwtheteW11S-goif1110bcachana,towinlhil,tomakcitokay.Andlrcally 

SomyJAa'attomeyexplaintdlOmewhltplns,,,:,loc)'lhadtou:,c.ondlhadtogotomycommandetandsay, 

-Sinooj,oining the military,~ has romc 10 my lllffltion tha1 I am probably ~ian orhom05C~,..J. Pa-the articles 

or-" wha1evcr ii "1IS "-)'OIi m11>1 discharge me accoolingly." And mycommandef wen~ MWby? I don"t em-." I :s.aid. 
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"No. bu! lhc OSJ docs. Yw Nl,c to kick me 014." "I don"t WWII to kick you OUI!" "Oby. but. you loow, !hcy're 

goi,,gw make you kick me ow. ob)"l" 

Alldl-aboutmybusincss.l'mtysoonlgotcallcdinaCl)IIJ)lcofdayslalcr."You"rerighl.Wcsottokickyou 

oot." "I 101d you \ba11" "Can you prove you're ga)"l" "Well, oo, I'm not! What do you want from mer "Wei~ 

yoo"vep topro,eyou"repy."I said, "1 don'\havewdoanysuch thing! Your OSI is claiming rmpy. They're 

thconcsmal<inathcllOC\IAllonsl"ltlool<til:ioul.lthinlt.fwrmom.hl.andfinallyitjllSI lhadanumbrrofofT,oers 

pull"'l,andsaying."No,thisisreallyabswd.Thisi:sridirolous."ljUSI l,__.ytired.lmJlyjllJldidro"thave 

theiools1oknowwhll1odo,Y.halmyop1ioos...,,.,.l<;tttainlydidn'lhaveonyklndoflcs,a.l~ion.gi~in& 

mcbenffop1ions.Soldccidcd-finallydccidcdlhadnothin&tolose.lsaid.."lwan1to,iceitinwriti111,ly,·a1ua 

-.ninfronlofn1yfiice.thlliflgoahcadandget0111oflhemiliary.youwilllavcmyfallaandmybrothcn 

alme.Ywwi11leilhblldolheir1imcinthemililarywithool_,,....,_;.,g1hmlabovtme.""WdlWt"can'rdo 

that."INid,"Thcn,fuckyou..l'm$11.ying."Andlhaditinwrilin&then<'~ldloy.Solpu1thatina•fe.andlhung 

ontothat,andaboutfivedayslaler.1,.,.,dl,charJed.Jdidn"tlu,owwhalkindofdUC:har&clwastoin11to&C{.My 

commander called me in and wd. "What do you thinkT' I said. "I thlnll J'm entitled IOM hooonblo: discharge." 

Oh.lblowwhathappmcd.lwuinlcaclenllip,chool-NCO'lcaclenllipschool,andllae .... """"'major 

pn)blcmshappc,,ingupinmy<lo:panmcm.hwuallmen.Theywcn,rcallyhmliletNl1thcrc,_•womanin 

Charie.andhcrclamifllcaderlhipschool.Tbi,ispissin&thcmofT,Noncofmycn:w-Altofmycn:wwere 

women.by the way. Thcyp111allthcwomeainonesce1ion. Thcywouldnotgive[lhem?me?].,ytimeolf. They 

w,nllreak"'lalllherulo:sofconduct.l"mworll;ingandallthc!ethinplharequire-andlwnl.,,inleaiknhip 

tchoolleamingy,·hl,tthclawan.Solcallcddownandtalkedtooneofmyplsandsaid,"Hcn:'1whatyou're 

goin11odo. Yoo'reaJlgoingiowalkofT. Yoo'~going10gohorne. Yoo'relXII goinatoromc back tow<lfk un1il/ 

callyou.ldon"tcare,..Jtocallsyou."Andlmadc.wrc.lmcan.llookedatthcktlerofdlelaw.lgot~.dle 

,."holo:WOfb.lmade...,,cvaythingthey-doingwulepl.The!e-dleirb\lSbMdsvmebein&-homr;they 

hadnowo,1,:.Theyw=bringkq,IM-00:IOdo,,/lthc\Offl.Thislieutena,uthalwehadWl0$reallyanassholc 

Whomlgo1hflck,lpulinforlr<"ql>HII05Cemyromrnandcr.Myllcu1c....,,1dmieditlhllndedinanothcrchit.and 

hetumeditupinfrnntofmyf-andjllOltorc~-thrcwitinthctrashandsaid,~Noway." 

Ruth: Now. wNlt was 1he 1iJllif,cance of this~ 

7..-:hlry:Thitrec,uostcausedmetogoAWOL.becauselwa,nedtoKCmyrommandtttofind<><rtwhymywomen 

~beinghanmcd. why Wlll lbeinghanwcd.what wasgoinaon. Tbis lieutenant would no11t:1 mciel10thc 

-· 
Ruth:Otay. 

7..-:hary: So I went AWOI. forthrcc days. Then I wen! back and 1umed myself in, btt1use. when rhcy oms, you, 

thcyhlvctotakcyoo bef<lffyour«lntma.ndefl So1Jwu wu1hcoolything"" my record when lgold""hlr&ocl That 

wasffll<mlythingthal•-aslhcre.lll,eysaid,"Wcllwc·regoingtoU5<'tllar .. lP""'fldllor&ivio1youm, 



NWUJHMPlnlen'lew:Zod1ary$aber--22 

undesintble."lsaid."Thenl"ll:seeyouincourt.andl"ltfightyou."Thisisduringlhetimcperiod-l97S-lforget 

who the gentleman was who was getting kicked oot of the Army. and he was pushing it al;,out being gay. 

Chris;Matki•ich'." 

Za<hary:Ytt,andlhadtOJl'(lmiSCnottodolhat.l53id."Thenyoogivememyfullhonorablediseha,ge.folt 

bcnefiu,"andtheydid."Solli\/Wuptomyend:lheyhaven"tliveduptothein. Thert:eordsansallsealcd. lcan't 

gettothem.Soirsj11Stthewayi1goes 

Rulh:Soyoucndedupget1inglhecdu<ationbcnef11S1ndeverythinglike1hat? 

Zachary:Yeah,bymt'nlhadlakcna1onofclasses.ltookalotofchallengecourses.Duringtha11ime.,.riod,you 

didn'ti>a,cto,itinclassessooflcn.Yoohadmread.dothebook,.dothewort.passthetcst.Solcarneolllofit 

prcttywellonmywaytofinishingmydegree.so!finisheditwithinayearofgettingoot,1$acivilian.doingsome 

extcnsioncou,-.someclass"""';"theunivmitydowninSanDicgo 

Chris:Whatkindofdegree? 

Zachary:Engineering.ThcnlwentandstanedW.ingl:>usir.eS11clas5CS.Solwouldl3kcacoupleofclasstsaq.....,..,. 

whilelworl<cdSob)lthetimethatcngineeringb<,camecornp1nerized,lh.atedit.Reallyh.aledit.solleft.That's 

whenlopcnedSappho"s 

Chris:Sowhenyouwcrcgoingmschool.youwercwori<ingasancngineer? 

l.ac:hary:Yeah. 

Rulh;Yout.alkedaboutaplaceinKcn1whereyoog01ajob7 

Zachary:Yeah,IWO<kedforFlowSystemsinKcn1asadesigncnginet:rforawhilc.lWO<kedfor1lotofplaces.but 

primarilyforthem 

Ruth: So is~ any1hingclsc yoo"d like to say abou1 leaving the military. how you thooghtaboot it a1 the time? 

Zachary;Yeah.l--,ntedit.lmissedi1.lwouldha•edone20yca,seasy.llo-.edbcinginlhemilitary.ltt:ally 

lovedit.l1rcallybecamelhe-oneofthosethingstha1.youknow.youcan·1gobackandll!ldo.Youcan"tgochang,: 

it.Thcrc'sno!hingyoueando.You"rcno1givcntheopponunity.Tots<idiOlSgetsomethingburieduplheir11$SC<. 

andthcygoforitsocleep.lha1theyn:,Uo-any1hingthatgfiSintheirway.~·•noscnxw,:d-none.l.,.,u 

well-trained.goodatmyjob.goodatwhalldid.llo•eddoingit.Leavemealonc,andlctmedomyjob! 

Rulh;Oidyouge1thescnscthatotherpeople""""'basingtheircarecnontheirabili1y10houndotherpeoplelha1.by 

definition.were-

Zachary. I got the opinion tha1 other women that wen: lesbians th.at were higher up in rank definitely railroaded us in 

ordertoS11vetheirownassco.Yoobet.AbsolU1ely.Absollllely.Bu~youknow.yougottoUl'lderWlnd-yougofa 

bunchofkid.$1 We""°all 18yearoldkids. hen in Vi«nam. theavm,geage was 19. All oflheaduluaresining 

back hereon their hand!. They""°scnding1hekidsofftodoallthis.andthen we"rc1heone,geningkickedou~ 



wtien we haveovcr·li~ oureJpedicnc:yoroor necessity. That's our military. and llla1'• wha1 we've allowed it IO 

becomc.Andi1'sgo1cenpn:,grn$iVclywonc,lnccthen 

Chris:Sowhenyouactuallyleflthc:mili1ary-bc<:ause)'Ollsaidlllathadbttnyourdrcamwhen)'Ollwercakidwas 

Zachary:Yeah,l>einthemiliwy. 

Chm: Be in the miliwyandhave• wife and kid:<. So at that point-

1..-:11:ary:IW&'lverydeptt:,sstd. 

Chris:YWI. 

Zachary: Ycah. Deumbers"', 1975 at2 p.m., I lcflthat base as a civilian 1'orthe f,nt1imc in myen1ire life. I W&'I 

only20yeanokl• lworkc<lpa.rt•timeinabardowninTacorna-agaybar,Foxes.(DJ',?lwilllJean.Shclikedto 

collectyoungkids-notforl!<'xor1t1ythinglike1hat.ShejuS1likcd1ocollectyoungkidswhoweref1t1>-llwkind 

ofllling. 

Rulll:Saythatog,ain? 

1..-:hary:Justforfal'<$,)'OllltnoW,jll$tSUPl"'ff.SheHkcd1ocollectkids 

RUlh:Thisisyourpartner? 

Zllchary:/Vo,no,thisislhe...,.,..,whoowncdFoU$-

Cbri>:Apyba-. 

Zachary:AgaybaritiTocoma. 

Ruth:01:ay. 

Zachary: I WOJkcdati1 when I gocout So1hen I went back to San Dicgoandli•cd w~hmymom and dad fora few 

moath<whilclw,:ntbacktoschool.Took•bunchofdraflingclasscsandclasseslnc:<:dcd10~thathadtodo 

handson-hadtol>e,thatlhadt1'1b,:,cnablc10takcbefore. 

Ruth:Justsotha1it'sclear.M1thatnobodymisinterpmsthi>tapelater,whomightnotha•canything10dowith111-

whenyou.sayshecolle<:lcdkid:<forfans.10l>e""fans. 

RUlh:Couldyouelabonteoojustk1ndof 

7.achary:Ycah,sllejusicolk<;ledki<k.1-.peoplcthatw=myage.youngkidt 19,20.21-yar-olds,Sh, 

likedhavingalolofpe<)f)lcaroundherwholikedher.Thal'sall 

Rulh:Oby 



Z.CJwy.She,.~neverabadpc,300.Shewunewerabedpc<1011.ldon"1care-lhin&5J"dbo:an:loverlheynrs 

aboulher. Iha, wuno1 myexpor~r.ce wilh her. I fooJ>dher1obeakind.caringperson. 

Ruth;Youhadt.e.n:lnega1ivelhingsabou1hff? 

Riah:Oby. 

Z.:hary:S..she"'""kindandcwing.llwasn·1-i1wuneveraboul .. x..lt-ncverlOOlll111ythinglikelhlt.So 

showuagoodpcnon.ufara.,l"mconccmed. 

R111h: You said you yoo know. I as.sumc you would have t,«n wry ,!,:pressed whcn you left the military. Whal 

kindoflhingsdidyoudotocblwilhlha!? 

Zaclwy:lmovedback10Sonl>iqo.J_......_ifl&IOOmuch,bulr,ot~ingdr\lnk.8utlhadbeesidrinki"lll"IO$I 

ofmylife.My"'°"'wouldbu)"mc:wincwhml,...akid.soi!,...11otabigdcaLBUl,.Mlldidisldidwhlll 

•lwaysdid-lsi..dial..lwcn1badctoochool.l-OULlwcntforwalks..lW0111dgohan&OU1lltb<[lslandia? 

p,onouncu1,.laJldia-J.Thm:..-..abaruponlslandiainS...Diqowhm:lhc-yhadsomelJCa!H"l:ban<k.l•dgo 

si1andlislen,andllwlswhatldid.ltumed21andboughlahou ... 

Ruth: Wen, )'OU sed<ingOIII ltsbiancommunilirs about chis lime? 

Z.:Jwy.No 

Z.d..,y.B111lneverdid.lna-erdid.lneva-wcntlooki .. for-ltakc1hatt.k.Onc1imcwcWfflltoChicagojUII 

1ofindapybar. 

Chris:Chicago? 

Z.Ch,ary;Yeah.whilcwcwneswionedin[Cbinook7J.,goingto1cduchool.SowcdroveuptoChj,,_go.lhada 

car.andl~righl10apyt..Soi1alwaysbccanw,tb,,bigswida-djole.wu1hlllhere..-..JOIIIClbin&10be 

fom,d-Joouldahoays(ondil.•hichlalwayscould..-dl"'""nc.....-loolcingfllwujwalwaysthcre!Slll.)fth. 

lhclMs.1JClubinSon!Mp>-IOOkusrighlioiLEveryodwrwcdmd..wllcnwcw=inleellochool.-wouldgo 

......,.pliant..-. We would RyJOmCwh<-tt.Soweflc:w10Ncw Yort forfourday5.stufl"likclhal. Wchadour1imes. 

w~·d get t.kj..,, in time to fall into formation and &Oto claue,.. So. you know. we wen, U years old. We could 

Chris:Soi!-..1S!Omelilcyou-1couplc:timn110W on,,,....whcnyouwm:stillatllome,ondyou,.·ert and 

i!-•prffl)'miscl"lblee,ci,una, andlhmwhcnyoul(J!OllloflhoAnny.lllCCfflllik~ lmean,.those.....,, 

p,fflyad"l:ne$iluaaions.Andlhm,,.,..,rcac1ionllasbccn iljust,.,.,,,.liko.1ome.yo...-reac1ionhasbccnkindof 

upboMandjustkindofgoi111-lmean..poq,ledocrszydiings.Liko.ldon"tF1theKMClhalyouworedrinkingot11 



Zachary: No, I wasn't No, J think l'mpreny &oodalknowinglhat, ,.,garoie..of.,ha1gocson.)"Ollcan find 

some\Jling&O()d. Uwasn'1thcendofmyfifc! hjU!ll meant something new had 1ostar1. I si,e,,••monlhno1 knowing 

wNlltodo,u>OWinalhad.ranedanedu<:alion,lhall,._,.,doneandl-·1surc.lwasdraWffi&1mt1I1Ploymcnt 

That'swhnllwen1backdownand[cnlisral?J,IOOk""'"'c~and-badc10schoolandsancdapin.You 

know.just kcepl"fflg! That',,.halyoudid. Thll'swhat...,_,.,rai$tdl0do. YoujUSI kepi going. So !did. 

Chris:Notucrybodydoeslhat 

Zachary: J kno'"lheydon'1.And i1ca1<:hesup1oyou la1erin lifc-itdoescatch up. You ha..,to<kal wilhthcSl('J) 

thalyoukccp1hinklngyoupmbehindyou. 

Cbris:Right 

Zachary:Yeah. 

Chris:Ytah. lldoc$n'tjustgooffyour-

Zachary:No,wclhinkitdoe$,bulitdoesi,'t.E,u,clly, 

Rlllh:Well,lwoukllikotofindouthowyoucamctoownSappho'•-yourde<:biontodolhat. 

Zachary: My girU'ritnd --as•b.mendera11bar. If~ llicll3fflCofil. ltwas1pybarth.athadn't-wasn'1opcn 

lon&,Downtown,,ritl,cronl'"or4•orsomclhint.lhad""'11ilinthe~'-.lldiougtn."1'11p,tbockilout."1 

waslivinginKe,,t..Solwcntuptothis1-.0neoflhe'"°"""\Ohowas1banmdcrthereandlmnedmllll&,We 

wound up. aciualty, in• rclatiom.hip for-• and• halfy•= I wa,Hcd • plocc 10 go dance. and all'"" Md wu 
F..as1lakc. I made &ood money. With a person who had initially in vol~ thcm.selws ,.;th us, who later became 

uninvolved,wcopenedSappho't.WeboughtaspaceuponthclliU,ondwoundupopcnin&Sari,,/lo's 

O,ris: Do )'OU ,.,,mmber wha1 year lhal wa.1? 

Zachary: 1 wasl-4. 1979. J1-..Juneofl979thatwcopcncdon• fullmoon. We figured ifw,:couklopenon1hat 

Md su,-vive, we cwkl sum.., any,t,ing. It,... in Gemini. I rumcd 23 • IIIOlllt. ~. My gjrtf'riend l!Rw me I port)' 

rig;ht there at the bar wi,J, lll 1hes<, people I'd neYff met in my life. So, yeah, I mnembe<. 

Rulh: Wa.,lhisbcfof1'thcRoseopened? 

7.achary:Oh,ycah.thc Rose came later. 

Ruth:Okay. 

7.achmy:ThcRosccamcmuchlater. 

Ruth:tremcmbervisitingSappho'll,p,'ObablyWUthcWcry~'IOs.mid'IOs. 

Zachary: Yeah,..., were 1here umil J was 29. 29 ond I half. New Year's E..,, January. But thal's why w,: <>pCIIW. 1 

warned a pla,ccmgo. 11 wasawoman'sbar,bu1 meuwer¢10bew,:lcomed. We had• male thalhelped us do all the 

wort to open. allthcworl:; to remodel. We had wonlen who came in and hanlsscd him that, li1,rally. I woul<l!hmw 



themot11.l...,.,ldD'ttoleralcit.Whmtheregot1obctoomu,yguy,;comingin.~·s1ile.'"Guys.gottocctyou-you 

gotplmtyo(bwsiogoto.Weneed,pK<:forthe-."Theguy,wu-crcallycoollboul-

(SmE28.0SABRUPTLYJ 

Ruth:llH:taj>Chadn,noutwhileyouwcrctalking.sojusitorccap1hllt-youhaJ•guyworl<ln&!hcr<:,..,Jyou 

wouldrK>1tok-ratc101yhanwment 

7.-:hary:Right. 

Zachary:Right.We.i.odiml'ttolemc•yharMwncfllioourS&Mc:unmunity.Didn'\~it.DM!ri't""'°"" 

101ym..:hllboillil.but.youknow.theyweKlhcn:oflheir.,,.,.fm:volition.Wommthat"'-..-itllthcm""'"'III 

lhoscc:hloirubytheirownchoicc.andweundomloodlha.Sothepeoplelhatwould,.;,..hellwiththemandharllSS 

them, we ...,.,ldr,·t tolence thal eilhcr. It wa,r'l"I oby. 

Ruth: Whl,1 kind oflhinp did youxe a haru5ment7 llow did that e,cprtts itsetf1 

Zlcllary:Wcll.itbccameviolcnt. 

R111h:Roally. 

Zachary:Mymu,~hewouldbointhebr,,-.inthet,.,lhroom.andthey...,.,ldclimbO\/Cftheslaltandpourbeerov..­

bislad..lt._him.Grabbim.Throwhim.,.,....i.111'1inf,ght,wi1llafewofthem.Myemploye,:,had10pullmo 

off"one~lwasab<llrltoputmyboocri&blthrooaahhttliu.andmyartireplwas10lu1httveryt.lly. 

TheW<1111ffldratwouldgo-forinsunoo.awomantamc1inwithhtrprlfricnd..llcrplfricnd,.11Jor,acollarand 

chaln.hwaso,yfnt~with~.B111obYiouslythewomanor,thecoll.-andchainsun:didn'1cwe,howas 

hllvingaaoodtimr.Shewasn"tthereOU1offorcc.An)onccouldxelhat.Thiswomanj11S1gotUf)inarm,andinhcr 

fllccandrollingandsm:amingandcarryingon,andswtcdshovingandpu,1,ing.,olhadtoi,abhttl'rombchind. 

and A)'. ~1.ook. ,..fuue...,,-th<y'r<:doingisnoneofyoutbusineM. You keepi1 up.1'111hrowyouout."Shc""Y'· 

"You wooldn"1 fuc:king<.lare!""Bro!" l.itcrally. ljustpkkNlhcrupandlhn,w her out. WehaJ women who 

bitchodandcomplain.cdbecau..,ofltallowcc-n-wcwoulddan:toputuprnasksor,1he"11llsl1111"'ould<lcnotc1 

witch.llQ,.~uslookat\VOffltnthatway!lwastile,"Whalwornen?h·,a.,irch/lt'1notwomcnlnacncnJ.for 

Christ'takes,youknow?llowdoyoulnowthatb,-,,ow,0\/Cf\her<:isto'lagirlindisguise?"Comcon!Theywould 

beoomewridic>ilouslycanxd1way"'illtthCU'"iffll&Cf)'andtht-itd>oo:eofhowthey,hoose10 J-.1hee1emal 

victims.lcanjUS1scc-it101hisday.J"m...,.,111ey·~11ill,-,.ingarouocl 

RWh: Ar<: •c talking aboUI thcclashofcuhurcs now btlwocn -



laohary:Thereyougo.Thl!WQe~forme.becMise.likelsaid.-ofth(mtlia1E"dowrbe,:,,aroul\d. 

)'Ollj"51.-youdioo"thllve1imeforlhal.Thal ..... absurd.l,tilllll\ditabsurd 

lhllll: Yoo said tar!~. "All wt hid WM F..asdakc.n I wankd io go back and lir,d ()bl, wlw did you want to do 

dil'faffl! from whit the Etsllalc was doing? 

Zachllry:Eastliilc-EeslWMIIOlwhm:l"~IOgo. 

Rulh:Whywas!hal7 

7.aclwy.ldidn"l~forthcmu,k:.iho:aaitudoc.ldidn'1can:fo,thcambier,cco,lxkof ldicln'1careforitatall. 

Pcriod.W•wamcdaplac,:wh,cn,w•couldgowhcn:i1W11,brightcr.no1sodank."'cn1houghwchlldoordart 

moments and wcn:11uilCtaVffllO\ll. U WMadOSCO. Vouwen:thcreiodance. Ou1 I wanted aplacethlllwas more 

social.andw,:wtn,. 

Ruch:Veah,lmr,cnii:,crit•hllv,natmdofalong.narrow5')Kewhm:daewcn:Alblc,i,.1,en,oncS11-

Lachary:Right 

Rulh:Adjoiningwben-~wu1dancefloor. 

b<M')".Wclried10gi.,.i11pbalhalhadplcnl)'offlo,..110peopitcould-lkdwvl,allandthcycouldstilla,mc 

in. Wchlldpeoplrwbopuilllemscl\lCS001lislwhetethcywouldno1be...,..,,,:lalaihol.tbcywanud10beclran.. 

WclOtlllysuppOl'le(lthlllMycmpk>)'r,lskoew.-1fyou-.,allhcm,l"l11ircyou.-Soifthey-lkal~-wehad 

codes. Wchadco::le,i. for..,.amplr,oncofourwomm9e11hisup. -1r1 orderabcff.J "'11n1 a Coke.and ifl order a 

wi~. I want• 7-Up." Oby. And lhat was ooroodc. "lfl say ■ Oud Ligh1. I want a Diel Coke." You kr'IOw. this kind 

of1t,ing.Andtlia1wuhowwedidit.ThcycouldW11!kup.lflhcirname-andtheyhlld1otellyoulhcirnamewason 

thcl~becauxolhffwiseyoudon"1k110w.Butourlislgrew.llwasquitc.substantiaLTbcsewomencouldn"tgct 

....-i.On.womanCIIMOver.ycllingnl,aamina,"'They~111e!DllmyGod,dicyscn'cdme!"Andmy 

WUJeSS5a11ys."No.bullhl:,.-asn"1lhm."Th")'j,mo,dercd1bundiof,cufl"lorlherableandlhl:delivercdiLBut 

lhl:camcandb.-oughl~beol'kup.110it-pmtyfun. 

ll."1h:Explainalinlebflforpt<)Jllewho-ofanodier1i-,,..hcnthcy"relistening10lhil-whywomtnwould,..,,n 

lhiscode<etup. 

b<:ha,y:Becalucthcydon"1wa,,110beostra<ized.Voudon"twanltobe~.l'hoy"""tryingiostayclcanand 

M>her,and~>1illtrying10 rn in. Andwc' .. abar. Wedidno1pu9lbeerand,..;,.._ We bad rofl"ttlll the time. We 

bad10Mofwa,(rlondwcbad10ftdrinb.Wchad,w:,~.Noonewasf(:ll"fflj10spmd1tulellofma,ey. 

,.hich ilprobabiy,.hywebad ioclose.bccausc~could,.._makcenoughll'IO!lt)'IOJla)'opm. Wc101ally 

~thcirdcsirelOsuyclcarl.Sobyhllvi,,athi1codc.thcywcreable10walkgpandorderj11>1lileanyoncelse 

llldnoonccouklhasslcthcn!.lhomconesining11thc:baruid.'"lley.J"dlikc10orderhcr1beer.""Oby."And 



we'dgeilMlllwhatlhcy<r;,.,t.boclusctt.'swhalyou·n:i.sicallysaying"heriSOll'l£<lftl!-ldsay."l'dliketo 

on.terhera-""Wliydon'1youordethcaBudl'""rllgetheraBl.d""Ob.y."B111we•dS1ill.....,herwllalW -Ruth:Oby. 

7..ac:hary:Al>dthercwasah•-ays-lhalrcspccl...,..tobeshownmall1ime,. 

Zachary: Then: Wffl: aboui 25 pe,:,plc on ilia! list. Yeah. l'n:ny substan1ial 

Chrit: Yeah. I n:membersomcreallygood1imesihere. I lhougt,1 itwa,1-

Zlchary: Yeah. I illooghl we bad fun. We grew and grew. We kepi improvinganddoingeverythin1wecould lo 

cooMa111ly grow, so the money ccnainly went back into it, We had• lol of fun. 

Ru1h:Didyoulcamanythinglromthatexpcricncelhlllyouhadn'1expce1cd10? 

Zachary:lcouldwri1Caboot:abouttheexpc,-ienees!Oh,yeah! lwasl<)tallyunprcparcdforany1hin111ha1o«urrcd 

thc:re.Absolu1cly. 

Ru1h:Canyou-doyoun:mcmberanything?An)1hingst.ondoot? 

Z.Chlry:Wcll.ycah,jU$l.asl5aid.cvcnjUS1thcooeincidmtwithlhcpeoplclhalcameinwiththclt-»hinthc 

S&Mcommunity. and rca.lizingdw-1 hadneverhadanyexpericllcewitbthis,;omm1m11)'. l haclnokr,owlfdg,rof 

1Mm.bu&.inmymind.thiswasaboullheirchoio:>e.andthalhadtobernpc<:1ed.llcamcdtbatlwasvery 

d,sappoin!Cdinwomminga,cral-lOOmany"'°""""who=willingtonma,our,dondbewa.ll~o,,.Andlhcy 

j"51ifyil wel~lhcy~141tbatway. I dorl'tgivcadamnhow)'Ollgn,w14>! You•n:anaduhnow;mat:e­

c!,o;ca.Soilreallysaddensir,e.beo::aiselstillhlvctlmphilo5'lphy: You'reanaduhnow;mat:e"°""'choic:e!,. So 

dwwasverydishcaneningtof""'ab:ofthaL 

Ruth:Canyoothinkofanythingspccific-wilhoutnamingllllmt'loranytl,ing.can)'OOrec&lllnythinglhal­

sptcif,cincidenutowhichyouhodlhalrtaction? 

Zachary: Yeah, women Wt would rtbo<u>d relationship IO relationship . ..-ttk to week, always lookln11 fotsomeone 

that woo Id cootinue to bclll them and viciimi,:c them and hurt them and cause them pain, so they could always mope 

m>uJ>dandjllSlifyhavingtodrinl:al>dl>cdrunl:. 

Ru1h:Were)'OOin1rolcasabartcnder,tistming10pcoplc's$10rie!'/ 

7..ac:hary:Righ1.Right.l1wasreallysad10hc:arthis=11y.11wasreally1e,rifying10W11lChW<lmc:ncomcin­

ve,y nicelydn:ssed. Were ob•Wl<ISly very well educated. llavc rnlly great jobs, And watcb them ..-~k allcr week sir 

1hcrcandgetsogoddamJ>cddrunktha1thcydidn'tknowwha11hcywerc<.loing.saying.orhowllleyw.:n:behaving. 

Andtoh.a,ctogopourlhcminloacartoW.cthemhomcb«-ause-no,irwasv-eryPl.!1<,sce./\l>ditwasvcry 

disheartcning10ownabarandn:alizetha1-



TheRO$<:clltcre,,!1oayoungergroup.Stilldo,Wedidn'1.WoCM~lo8'loklercrowd.Sowehadtheyounger 

pcoplelllerc.too.bulilsaddtnodmc:tolookll~people"·hohadsui;hama,,'1'pl)l('ntialarolomodtl, as 

lll)Olllylo.tiianpcopk.Thcya,uldhave.....'Cdsuchfi""rolomodolsfotthckidlcomin&"PandlhcpeoplebohiDd 

11$.lhepc,Opkaround11$.ourcomm""il)'1hat"""acapli11&m-thisstn1ighlcnvironmc:ntwctivedin-&nd1hcy 

chost1owrite'cmoff,lllway,bci"idrunl:0<high.Tha1wasre1Hyamazing1ome,1hallhcywouldcootinue,o 

make !hose choices. RealWng that many people - it wu my first experienee.obvioll1ly, with moving so nlll<'h, II 

":asmyfirRcxperienceatact..,.ltythinkinsJhadma,;let'riffld<.jllSltofindoutlhlllhey~Hywcm,·LThal 

Sllddoo,ismce\lffltolhisdayto$ftthcxpa,ple.They'rc51lllhanMootinat-.andlhey'rcstllldownlhcredoing 

whal.lheywen:doing.lndlthinlcil'srcaltysad.SoO-wcrc~r0<mc thi"&"thalpcoplehaclprubabty 

leamedearlierinlife,dlailjllSldidn't, 

Ruth:Youcomeb!K:k,inyourtalking,fairlyoflentolhcexprc33ionor·'peoplemakin1choices.-11soundslike 

yoo·veg011\lfl)'JOlidpl,iloso,phyof,"Wemakeoorownchoica.Weac1aourownqcn1Sinthcworld.­

hdary:Weha..,10,yes. 

Zachary.Always. 

Ruth:ltsound$1ikeyoumaytuovealway,hadthis-

Zlldmy.Always.ya. 

Ruth:-pl,iloso,phy, 

Zachary.Yeah 

Roth:Ooyoulhinklhatcamc001of'bein1panorarnili1ary1'amily,orwulhatOOOICUlin&-othorJOUn:CS.do)'OU 

thint,..:ldie<l10INI? 

Zachary. t""°"klsay.ldclcdioiL Yes.gro,.i113up-wrydcfinil,fyl leamodtobevayllCCOUlllablcforwhatldid. I 

had10beve<yrnpon$ible&ndresouroel\lL.lfyou'rcwillin110tal,;ethcpa1ontheback.youbcttffbewillingtolake 

!hc:blamellndrcsponsibilityforwlwyou'vedoncorno1dooe.Whcfllwasyouna,whenlg<>1outoflhcAirF°'",I 

joincdarcligiouslJOlll),lhcAquarianFOWldation-1mclapltysicallybasedgroup.l/cryintcn1onmakingsureW10 

.-.dcntandi1isot.,uchoiccandraponsibilityandsclf--,1,ilily.Andl lhllisSOffieth~lhlvelllways 

~withmc.Spiriu .. 1ty,lstillthinllthll1Uspiriu"'litylsourpri,naryplof'"'-i..-·rcdoin&hcrc.UmilW10 

leamthllourprimary/'ocus.following,hac.is1ok:arn1olakcc:arcofOWKlvcs wht11&oodareyouattakingarc 

ofotherpcopleifyoucan·t1ak~careofyou?Soi1pay,iohlove•goodartitudc,anditpaysl0beapositi..,asy011 

can. Y011can IC!"'""· Youcange1ungry. Y011can,Yn1. You can kl ittJul. But you,till h.avetostopandra:valualc 

andlooltandfindlhcbestofilandkecplllOYingforward. Youcan'tj11$1sitthm:andburyyowhead. 111111:s .. ·hat 

l'vclllway,oecnalolof:.ldon'1ourn>undmyselfwithpcoplelikelha!.1llcpeoplcinmylifeandmyfticndJ.I 

wouldsay,an:vaysuonga'ld"fl)'Cl!)ablc.Ar>dlwouldsaythat."ticnanyofuslir>dourxtvesin1pll&Kof 

••1an1ingtoburyoorhoads.,wc'rcrighllhtretopullyourhoadrighloutandsay.·Oby,lel'sg<:>."Sowe'rcra!good 



11\hat.and I'm wryproudoflhll flCI. I havcn,allygoodpcople i,,rny life. Wecanll"illC- Wccandtbatc. w~can 

geci"10i1.Wedoll'le><tth1•c101gree.Bu1U><poin1iswcwill•lwaysbehoMslwitheachO!heranddisc""•'"hll1's 

up.andthal'•"·h11'•impo,tanltome 

Rlllh:Sotcll mcoboul lhedecision\0-doyouhll~cany mon,que,stionsaboutSappho's1 

Rlllh:TellmeabooJl)'OIM'decisionto""'f)doinathll.llowdidthatcomcabout? 

Zachllry.Drugsllldbum-out. 

Z..Chllry.lw&1tftd-

RIM:Drugsa1Jm1of 

Z..Chllry:Myowndf\lp.1-~ingeokethelaslniN:mooth,!hlllwcwcreopen.Andre■ llycomingto""""' 

lffious1Cm1S.alsaid,ofn:alu;ingpeoplean:-l'iiffl<b:lhe),•n:jld.akoholics.drinkcn.~wbmeva--1 

bigti.rrag,:ofmixiure~ My partner and I hid split up. She wantcd1obeboughtOU1, I had a buyer-Brass 

Connection.Ken and Oreg. 

RIM:Yowparwrinlhebusincu,wasshe•lso-

Zachllry:Shc,....al,omylifeS--,yeab. 

Klllll:Oby. 

Zachary:KenaodOregfromtholl<a.C..,ncctionhadoifffedtobuymybar.Mymendswouldcomeinandsay. 

"'Oh. my God, pica.,edon"tdotllal! Please lct So-ar,d-,oln•estl" rm-you know, I didrl'\-..'lll\to, and I went Meld 

anddidi1.Again,wc'rebac:ktochoices..lmadc,omc,eallybadchoi<:eandlctlhishllppen.Tumed0U1herdaddy 

was the head owner of a majQ,'corponlion who was /Md that his daughtr:r would allow herwlf10 be affilialed with 

•~mo,:iltion,.ho-hereallymdeherd..,haallofheflife, 

Rlllh:Thisislheper-,whoboopllhet>usi-1 

Zachary: Ycah,whoboughtin,Sohefon.edll!IIOClose. llc forudll!I inloclosure. There,.•n<lll,ingct.c lc,:,uld 

do.ldidn"1llavclllemooeytofight.Myattornc)',Nancy(sumamc~ted],who"rOICllpllllhecontracUIOdoall 

1hi._<1c,;,dcd1opull adi,apptaringlCI. Shesp!il-tOll.lly lefl. l)nmtd herpannor,dcserttdl\crbusine.._ 

abandonedc,,er,1hing.tookoffwithS<)mtwoman,hcnw:ton1river,.fti11iuip. 

Z..Ci.yAndbec:Maesho.....,'t...,nd,lhadabsolulclyllOlhinglcouldurilil.11:orfiillblclrorn:lyon. 

Kuth:Solhett-•llwsuilgoinaon1 

7.1chary:Yeah,lgocSUlld.lg01sued.Vcah,lhadtofolebllnlrup1cy. 



Zachlllry:lhlldtock,se.l,.115ron;.,dtoclose.andlhllwas\'ffYdefinitely-definilclya11ribulllbletoN11>Cy 

lsun111mercdactcdJ. 

R111b: What IVflWNh were they !)&sing the biwsuit on? 

Zachary:1"ha1Jli$Cddrugstow1icehi$daughltrtoinvolvel>etxlfinthebu•iness,thatlliedtoheraboo1wha1it 

wooldbe.lhadalwayimadeitclear1oher,"Youonlymal<ernooeyifyou"n:goingiowortc.lfyou'renotgoingto 

wcri:.)'OU'n:-lngyourtime."Sheinsistedit'1what$hewantedtodo.So.•)'1'111Y,ilWMherwordf&,linslmine. 

She had the money and lheexpemi~SJOO...n..i,owooomeys. Thnewa.snotltin3JODUlddo. Then:rallywan'I. I 

knewwhenl--"Ouy,oby,lelherdo~.~8adchoice.Jshouldjttull<'Vffha""doneil,bulldid.Soiteoslme 

alolofrnoney.lcon&inued10F-)lhtt.lpa;dhie,-for20yean-lhemoney$he'dinvaled.Y_,.,lhe...,.edalolof 

inlciat.Alolofpcoplelhllwcrcherfiiencb 1111yw.y,!Jwt,i.nedalolofpeopltbyf'Nllydoing""'-•-5iiehsd 

rodoiokissherdlddy'sms. 

Chris:ls[he?$he?J51illamund? 

7.actwy:ldon"1know.ldon"tcare.Shen,..,,.grewup.Shencverbecamel>etxlf.Shene-~hcrown 

pcr,or1.soldon"1care. 

Chris:Yeah,hmm. 

Rulh: So )'(Ml lold mr you also meni,gnl lhe Crypl. 

Zaclay.Yeah. 

Rlllh:Okay,howdidyou.geiinvol>'N,ollhlhlr'/ 

7..aclay.lwasbored.. 

Rlith:Uh•huh.SlywlwtheCryp1is. 

.-..,hary: The Cryp1 is tMpremier lealhcr,,.-x store ofSW,le, owned byCryp10Ttthnologies. Ttic,, own a nllfflber 

of11om lhroughoU11he Wfflem United Stale:11. They are the largtSI ltathtr manufacturer kalhef dOlhinK 

manufl!Ctu...,,intheUni1edSwes. 

Rlllll:So1heymanufacnm: .. ....,11 .. ,,..111 

Zachlllry:Oh,yall! Alltbal leatherclothingtheyKll7Thrymalc. 

R111h:Oby,howdidyougeiir,¥0l~with-1 

7..achwy.llley,..111odinthe~.hirin1,whenthcy"~•managcr.lwa.sbored.sol_do,.nand 

1f'Plied.andthcyhired,ne.B111lhadalolofmanagaialc.pcrieDce..lhadmanagedgmcay...,...,.andOlhcrmail 

outlcts.Sol,.t:nltoworkforthtm.lwouldeomehomeeveiydaywilh,"'Oh,myOodlOo)'CMlknowwhallleamed 

todaff!laughter)Mypartne,"wouldkl<,l;•meandgo."Honey.whatprodoelknowledgcdidJ""'bringhome 

~ I think tl\al is one of the most awesome •~pericn«s J'vt ever had in my life, was malllglngthat store. 



Rulh: So-,lhis your ino-oduclion t0 lhe loalhtrand S&M community? 

Z.:llary:No.lgrewup"e!)'rnu<habused.lgrewupw:rybeaitn.l·dhadod...-iruroduaionsandnperimcesalong 

Ille WIIY, l>III ,.., • .,. as ,community. So with my Im, ii,.... my first imroductioo 10 lhtre-Kf\llllly bo:ing"" organic«<! 

comm•mty. So. I should have clarified that. I wu fully aware or the e,istcnce Md the proo:edwn and the roles and 

,U tl!osc: kindsoflhings. bu! no1 - I h&d ncvcr1C1u1lly sun it in public. And didti"t know they h&d this whole gn.,up 

lpcnooallythinklha1.whenLamarandJCwen:a11hetopoflllisgroup.t1,i,wa,amuehbettero,ga,,ic«dgroup. 

that1heywen,mu,ch1ighteJ,tJ,•1heyhadbencrroles.bencrOOl'IWictioos,betternstriclion11.betterrnpoll'lihilities 

thanlheyhavec.,...hadsin«lheysieppeddowil.lthinknowit•sbecomenothin1mon:thana&fWPofpeoplelhat 

_,,j11Stbottd.,.;it.angin&OU1.lckx,'tknow.lckx,"t~wwhallhey"redodl&now. 

Rulli: lslll,s.,organittdgroup? Doesilhavea-1 

7..acllary:fdoo!•1know. 

Rulb;Oh.<Pby.lwuwonderingifyoowm:1alkingaboollarumalorp,,i>ation. 

7..aclwory: Well tticy had specific rules towards panidpating within that community- rules ofpt.y. rules of 

underslanding how they did thfflp. lhal were tnfon:ed within their own community. And thtre wa, 1 lot of respect 

forthemforwhattheydidthere.AndlAwthatallfallbythewayside,andllhoughrlha1W11Srullysad.becaoseit 

-=­
Rulh:Oidyoueome1oidemi(ywilhthiscornmunityandthinlyoursclfpanofil.orwcreyou111~onty? 

7..ac"-Y:lnS..FranciKo,lwuinvolvcdwith1.........,rorawhile-thalwadcfinilely1biapanof""'livn.h 

1"'1obo:-,,,:thlnJ!ldidn'l...,.IObo:lpanofmyli~soi1hasn"1l,c,eninthepflSll0,ll~Whalitdidwuil 

cducaledrMinlhe.-eas,,.'htttlhiodllb5olulclynokllowledge,no~....imq'bo:e'o"ffl.in-,,.cmc,.had1 

lolofr....m'Ound.l!allowed""'IOronfton1allofl1-llndlooi<•thtmandmJize,ondreallycomc10mJize­

mc,,artno1thecompletelMholes wemakethtmOUIIObo:. Weuyit~ we'veheatditforto'°"I, We~ 

it,ondwemal<eiln:al.cvcnthough1hcmcninmylife.,....erwcre..iio~anyway!Ob.y?Soitwasoneofthosc 

pi.«, of re.Ii.ting 11,.at e•eryone·1 prelty much on «!""l grounds. I don"t care if you're py. waight. bi, blad,. 

whlte,male,fcmalc-evcryone'sprettymuehon«1""IIVOUnds,Ve1.aslongasyou'reli,ingwilhimc,gri1yand 

)IOll're workinginancn,in:inmtnt liket~. ildoan'1 ha,e1obeseedy.dart,and hiddcfl ■->",andulwncd.So 

oneof1hefn1lhingsldidwhecilwcrninwasp1i111,cleancdlheslle!vcs.pu,in1lolo(l;ghtina,.takeOt.r1al1the 

sels.andquilmakingildart.,..:l1ook1.,..ylhuhame. 

Ruth;TakeOU1alloflhe,,.hall7 

Z.Chary.Alllhtdarkncss. 

RWl:Oh.ob)· 

Lachary: Took out all the g.ds lhat were in the lights thal dimmffl lhtm 

Ruth:G<ls.Oti.okay.Tllat'•"hatthey'recallcd1 



Zachary:Ycah 

Ruth:Gels?Oby. 

Zaclay: ShfflsofditTemncoloml~thal­

Ruth:Oh, I sec. 

N'/11,O11!,ll'l_..._,~S--P"FlJ 

Zachary: Took lh<m all down. Rrighlcn<:d tile place up. Dusted cvtr}'lhing. Cleaned everything olT. Rearnngcd and 

rcfloWM. ond ii IOlllly chan~ lhccntiru1mo,1"1crc. [hard to llearJ 

Ruth:llowdidlh<ownersfttlaboUllhat'I 

Zachary:Theylovcdit. 

Rulh:How-why.ifthcylikcdi1,had1heyle1i1be-? 

Zachary:Occ...,.,ldon'tthinl;-...,J~tolllisday.thcwne~isruru1i111alllhedesignsinlhoJ10ra1hatwas 

Nlllingillhcn,andhcdo<sn'tlawiwwhllhe'sdoi~tobehont$1.Hcmcdtol\lllptliru.n.·stiowhc.does 

dunp.l~oomplctelyclcanedupthcf\ow,andquadniplcdlhesalc:J.Pmple.-m•twiam,,dtoc:omein 

and buy. They will come in and lllcywill'l)efld. Wcgoitowhc.rewchad momswh,o"1)<Jldcomeupandsay. 

~Look. I Wlllll 10 brin& my Mln in. becakde you've g~ some rl!llllycool bells 1h31 I know he WOil id love."Ca,i't put 

himin.He'snolO>ff-,e.Soshewouklioinandpiclt0111tlledi1Terembehsandbrin11themOU11ohimMlhcwuld 

11ylbcmon10-orhichoncshclikcd.bccamclhtyW<:ttn'lullllnedMynw:we.Wehadlhingsse1upi11$UChaway 

lhll)'Ollhadl010IOaspe,:ificKCtionLOK1Uallysecwhllifwas,buli1Wa<11'thiddtn.Doalhalmakcom,e? 

Zachary:l!wasj11Stio1hcOow. 

a.;5:Righ1. 

Ruth:lwan1touplarelhi:s-lh<l'actlhlla~hadtobeltpl-.e.anoduh 

Zachary;Ycah. 

Ru1h:l•lhlilb•<•n1Kifsclassifoedas,like,Madullboobtcn7 

Zachary; Yeah,)'Qh. ~•saKxSUR.Aduhbool<sl~AbsohMtly. Yeah. 

Chri$:Are)'OIIS1itlthcre?Jslhatwhat)'Oll'fl'doing? 

Zachary:No,I no,no.lwasd!ereforac:oupleofyarsiull. 

Cbri>eHowlong,go? 

Zachary.Lleflliveyanago. 

Chris:Olay 

7-Mhary:So.11umed40thm:! 



R111h,Doyoulr.nowofany- arcthmi,anyolhcr5torc<...,...,dlikclllat,btforc,orsince7 

Zact..y:lkfon:-y,:ah,T'h(rewasfanwy'sdownlown. 

R"1h:O~•Y· 

1....,11ary:orcoonc,.lheToysinBabtlandisnowuofttt•~ion j101tse~wys.1'be)'don'1h,~•lllhe 

~lilondallttier~"9SUIM...,hld.Ve.i,,thmi,·u1c11ofswra-R&Rov-erialkllnw. 

Rulh: I mention lhis qlJHlion bfc-•..se ,.hen we~ interviewing me Pf()pk: ft-om 1he St•nk: Counstling Sen-M:e 

WhenilJ01S1ancdin1he•crylm'60,..carly'?Os.btca..setherewassofewotherl'C!O<ll'CC5arwndforpypcopk:, 

•kllofpeoplewouldsc,inwlhecounsel!111cm1CQ.M1nc,caswilyforlhcnpy,b1Mjiwbecarse1heywan1cdw 

comita with ■ DDmmunity 

Ruth: II was like a drop-Id «nttt illSltad of, by def•ult ulllll lhe Gay Community Cmttt&OI twlcd, It was lib1 

b)'del'auh. ■ drop,inccntcr lamim■Jini .... ,.rthlhis1ype.ohtore, .-id, ltltherondS&M ttllf)Mllis,dld il,cm,lhll 

kindoffunclK111forpeopk:,.hDWCtt11'l....._,ly00mift&10shopbultheyjlltl....,.alU1fmclOU1whalwaau1 ..., 
7_..,har)':Absolutely. 

Ruth:lrdid'I 

Z■ d1a1y: Vcah, b«■use lfyou ...,.t IO lind OUI llbotoll where py i..-. you go lO lhese~ SIOR:, you kr!OW. Ok■)"/ 

Vou'ntl"ing1oh,vebooll•. You'resc,lngtoh,•e map,.lnm. l'eopl<will figure out wewould11etphonecallt. 

"l'mnewln10W11.l.....,.1010~.\Wlocfe-ldlsc,r 

Z.::llary:"Wllaldoyou1uyscall 111forr'"You're1hesat1orc,I Whod,cwould J call?!" lhn1gb1ttl l'c:opleWOllld 

SIIY, "Well, I wouldhavecallcd•cah.but lhey•on·1 ■n,wermyque$tion." Youknow.~ven lhat',wllll..., 

,Gcdwdo. We,Gcd IOdl«k withClob<lriven.Solhathappmed ■ loc.yah.Ab,olutely. Wcwooldhavepcoplec■ IJ 

fromolhcrcilie,on,cl....,..toUOW."Looil.l'mto""W""Ollllhmsooindttie1imcperiodof- ,.'-'spinatobe 

11'""1 on bide lheno lhenr "We look like I rttOUm: center?" Hut, baic■ lly, yeah, we had I kl! of\nllt. 11 W1111 pn,tly 

funny.Wespen11loloftin,el1ughing. 

Chris:IMve ■ que:st'°"r.,,youti.i:l ■boul bfflooseil.......,tike,,.henyouwen:inWmihia,y,Nyou"'ffle ■ 

lfttl)'priv■ tepe,wn.lhalyoudidn"lfOOUllool<..,.furpycommmtily. n..n,llof ■ sudden.you'ntl\lr'llllll& ■ 

Zachar)':Thal",prrttyrcmarkabl< 

Chris;Andynu'reNm11111 ■ 1e■cher$1llft. 



NWUlHMPl_..._,bdoJ,,yllata-poe,:JS 

Zachary:lhedoointentionsofrunnlngit,Whenwelin1opmedit.Jwasgoingtokttponot11yinginenginecring 

andhircamanaptorunit.Thmthel11,nmin1Mtennsofwrw;litionsofourgeningitw=thatlhadtolcav.:my 

jobandwo<l,;1111itbwfolltimc. 

C!vu;:Sohowdiditfttl10bcsuchapublielesbiana1thatpoinl?lmelll\wbalwa!1thll-?lwodco:h1theRosefor 

a number of yews. I f<lUrld it-I mean. it'srattydifTerem tobc wodingataplacewhttt,youlnow-

Zachary: I ownedthe lariffl wom1t1..(lwnedwoman'5buonthe W$CO&$L I WOUldgo10dinner.sottlCw~,anJ 

J>C<llllewouldl;nowme,WhatlfoundWfflallthescJ>C<llllewhoclaimcdtlleyknewme.No,tlleyknewwhol"'"'5-

1llaldoe>n'tmean)'OUknow""', No,you'rcnotmyliiend. I know you drink Rainier. Thatooe5fl'1mlll.cyoumy 

t'ria>d."Sothal "'11111dgoona lot. Pa,plewho,.-ralsure I would run-I -ldnm intopcoplecvaywhctt. To 

thiso:Lay,lrunintopeople. 

ChriscBu1howdidyou-sohowdid)'OUfeelaboutthat?Oo)'OllwishthallN1twasn'thaf,pe11ing?Did)'OUwiAA 

Zacliwy:No,bff:al,Kl!lillmy<dvayprmie.lan,siilllilcthatiothisdly,andJ-lhen.ltwouldbc.p>in1to 

wod....,goingonscage.Youwcn1in.andyoodidwbaiyouhad10do.Whimitwu1imc10!e,o,;e.youwen1home, 

ond I wwkl go home. I had a few people I 1«ializcd with,ondthat wasjU51.thc -yit was. 

Rlllh:Tcllmeaboorlyourll"an-yourd«isioniomakcatntuitionnow.Howlon&hadthalboflnbuildinjjupthat 

youthoughtabouttt.? 

Zachary.All my life. 

Ruth:Oby. 

Zachary:8u1l11cu11llyalwaystbough1lwouklnevero:loit.lreallythouglulwouklnevttdoit.l.-eallytboughtl 

hadanoblip1ionioal-ysrcmain11eJbian,io11lwaysbcinar.,m,,1ebody.becausoothal'swhllllhadcho,cn,WhM 

J rali=is,howcan ~bcwhltyouchosc?Youthose il.daol!iL Vou·vedonecWf)'thingyouc..pouiblydo, It's 

1imeiochangc.ll'oundmysc,lfrC11llycritic0111cvayonclknewwhowasmakinathia11ar1S~ion.Someoftheml 

siillfeel11'1'IOO)'OWlgtoha~cmadethecho~.Theyncvcrpv,:themscl"""••hancetolivc.lthinlit'•toobldfor 

thcm,but.)'Ollknow,thal'snoneofmybtt!:inen,tobcbonest 

R.uh:Whenyousaytlley'retooyourc,whal"&Cgrouparcyou11.lkingllhoul? 

Zxhary:Thml'i•lolofkidsOU11hffclU:nlesslhln2Jycanor._111eyju-.-mostorthcscltids,alolof 

thcm. .. S1illlivin&11thome.They'venevc:r=i.ad•joboncarttr.Thcyhaven'1done"")thing.lt'slilc, 

"Come on, gd out and gel• life f,nt, and then make II cho~.~ 8U1 more and more what I realized;., trying to be a 

woman ond always trying to make it okly was draining me. I got rtal tired ofit. And I u1med 45. J was in Montan.a. 

l'msini111onahonc.andalllcouldthinkofi.,"l'mnotdointthisanymore.l'm45ycanold.l'vegoi40)'0ll'SOf 

tife.andg,lldclllrnnil,t-,w:ioliv.:mylifc.l'mdonewiththis."C-bll<:ktoScllnle.Mll<JrttflhadbefflinSan 

Jose-lhllt'smy.,.nne,,"-asmypa,tncr.lsaid."Youknow,--.=OftdtoSpl~14>.Golsornechoiecs10makc~ 

somc1hinpl,w,edtodo,and._.acouple,il'snotgoingtoh:awcn.l<won·1work.Thisls1l'tworking.Weg01 



dilfcrentgoals,differftn1hings.wwc•...,~frimd,o...,,.20Y("al'$.ol:•y?We"w:beffltogdllcr-it'llbe11yan 

r,ex1monlh. What we decided islhalourfncndshiprncaMmoretouslhananylhingci,e.and,lherr;fore, we will 

alvagcoorliiendshipandJ1lvageoorbusincup,.nnmhip.lLlldwewillleam.wi1hncwboundaries.10be1wo 

,incJe~lcwhocan llmctioo loge\herasru.llygood bids. Solhat"swhal we'...,bffl,doinc- Thmwewmtalking 

ob<xa~U'anHlioning.lw~andlsaid,"So,.halifltoldyc,ul"ma,midmngnnsilioning?""N<>-.no.no. 

no.no.w"Maarm>.ldn:i<llldl"mdoingil.l"ml>Olthllllr.i11&aboutil•ymcn;l'mdoingil.WYoul;.nc,w.asJOOnasl 

aidlhat.shcl(llru.ltyq11i,ot.andllhough~"lln-ewe..,."AndW .. -mt."Wtllyouknowl"llsupponyoudoiq 

this. This i•whlt)'<)lln«dlodo." AH oh sudden. I fehSOpoondslighttt.Allohsu,,lde", lkncwthal.l cooldhear 

1llthesedoonopeni113inmyhead.lkncw1lwthadjustmodc:1hemostrightdn:ision1ndclioiccl"...,cvcrlllldein 

my life. And it ftl11wcsome. I calkdthcncx1dllylndmadc 111 appointmemailhl: lnJ<ffOIIClinicto...,somcbody. 

Mybeliefwuduntresptet11H:Bmjaminsw>dards,andlwillllbidebylhem 

Clwis:C..yousaywhal1hose-lhcBaijaminSlllldllrdl? 

lachay. The Smjamin ,iandanlsare lhe$Wldanb miuiml !Odo a legitimate m,nsitian in• w,ry safe and healthy 

way.compaml100ll,crop1ion,.Fcwerchanccsofscriousdcprasionsorin,blcm5following.becausetheyrc,quin: 

li•ingaslheopposilc:stx.coo....,ling.gettingass~.Then:'s1wholeprogram.ldn:idedlwoulddcfinitely 

follow that Sinu I had tiYfll o•« llalfmy life as1 IIWl, 1lw1ys being mi$1aken 15 • man in San Frand,co. me 

BayA~ forfiveyears.rnos1oflhelimcilwas1lways, "Sir,)'U,yada." h WlllllKMhinancw. When l walktd in!() 

soetho<011115Clor,hejUSlla~lk:goes."OhmyGod.you'rcalrcadythrcc-qulnenoflheway1hctt.w[Jaughlerl 

Ycah,righl.J"...,lllkenevayle9.inlhebool:-oby.r>'Cf)'ICIIIH:coulddishOUl"',roc,andahepwil,"You 

oouldsptndy,Mm1fflifcjldl•youareandbefme-.wlaid,"Wcl~)Uh,looukl.bulthititn"tabo<athal.h's 

abo:Nlmychooairlgiolive••man.WAndil"snotabo.lld1oosingiolivuuman:il'schoosin1JOliw,in1body 

thltlooblhewayitdoqinmyhead,sothai.,wllenllookinlllemirmr.Jsec:-lookin&badc.lnstcad,llltllc:K 

yur,,llookinlhemin-orandl'mgoing_"Whoislllisl'ffl(lnlooklllgbackalmcr'Ar.dthlt",becnthcbig 

dilcmrna.Allofmylife.llwll"sbfflllhebi£dilemrna. 

Oiri,;Whatdoeslhaifttllikc.rolool:inlhemio'otllldllOl~ittorllOlfttllike,.·hllyc,u're(hard10i--1? 

z.,t,a,y:Youfmdy,our3tlfnyingye,yagilaledandll\i'Yrnosloflhclimc.Y""findyou,wlffmingw:ry11111ehat 

oddsandvcry,w:rymucillike)'OUdon'1f•ift.Y011fttlverym..ch-yc,u"n,111111"1CixiA&)'OllrH!/COR!Wllly. 

(.on<lantlysecond-pesain11 m)'stlf. c,,,..1,-1yre,i.,..h,11ting my motivaiion or why did I dothat. or howclo I 

drns,orwha1cloldohere?Y°"'""'coosUll'l1!yq,..stiol!ing.1"bcre·snever1haioppor100itytojustsi1\hercandbe 

happybeingyou.1llchappic$11c""'got1obebeingmcwasinSanF,anc,iscowithmypartner"holelmcjustbe 

""'· Whtn I fehw:ry, w,rymuculinc. itwaspcrfecllyokay1ot,e,,.atnJiM. J didn'thavetnl)UI it asidctobeha,c 

IW,'°""'predelermincdcounc.ofale$biln.Whatlrcalwcd,M>ffllmakthisdcci,ion-ltlloo.lldlnyc,uknow-l 

hadfoundouithallhailquilealoloftumon-my111m.1$.myO'llrits,andinmychosl.1'h,lis,.hai11C111&Uy 

l(llmelhinl<i113lboulthis,rcalizing,"l'm4S.andthcy"rceoins•o&i""mcac,ornplc!Chys1crcctomy.w8reasiC111Ctr 

CYCf)"'here inlhe family. "l"ml"'f1&10 lla....,JO loocmy""'-sts,wwhich l.asb.-en mybijdilemma. Yoodon"lgo in 

anddovolunwysufllCl)'.Yooj...idoo·111olhai.Andlrcali:te<11lleunivcrscl.as,aid,""Gobe"he"now.Gobe,.ho 



NWJ.ClllMPlntc,view:bcharySaba--poec:l7 

you-oow. beause.sce. wc·re makingthishii1'1'(11 for)-00.." I had 1his1wesomedttam. I havca101albelicfand 

faith in God to1hi1day. and ii becomes stronger all lhe1ime.Godand I hadthiSIIJl'lltoovenation. Thtgi51of~ 

was. "I gave you an ability to make choices. so make a choice. This is your body. If you wam to clwlge iL change R 

Youguyswilhyo..-analogicswilhyoo.-can.,andyouchangelhem..andyouhopd>rmupandyou,ouplhcmup. 

andyoutrwkd>rmi11.yougctancwonc.Wcll.~R!ll"sj11S1your»dnd~.Thll'sall~is!Whloirounui1your 

soul.sogoliveyourlife." I wolccup laughin&-I woke up in such an amazi,rgswe1hatall lcould thinkofil. "l"m 

goingtodo1his."Sothes1Hgcriesarewhalpropellcdmeimobeingconsciousabou1wamingtomakclhi1choice.so 

I did. r dttidcd thal. sine(: my IUfi<:OIIS had said. "We need 1odo this and we need to do that." Well. okay. so here I 

Chris:{Andi1worud"I] 

Zachary:Ycah.lca.honesdysce-"'YIUl'F)'WISNovcmber ... 

[SIDE l ENDS ABRIJPTL.Y] 

Ruth:Okay.let"sbaokupalittlebiL Yoursurg<:rywasinNovember. 

Zachary: Novcmbo:-<8"'.sodutt months tomorrow. I l>i>d. inoncsurg<,ry.oncday.1wosurgcons.compictt, 

hyslcrtclomy.bilalenlprophylxticmaSICdOmies.Thcyfoundwmot$inmyleftbcasl.lcftlympll.andloGofd>rm 

iamylllenl$.ll\lmics.10lheydide....,.--lheymnov<d~ing. 

Ruth: Al'ld n0rm,t.lly FtMs would not go through quite udr1.Slic a surgery. 

Zachary: bacily. 1hey wouldn"1 ha•·•-• lot: of!Mm don't even bavc h)'$1CfCC10nties 

Za,:bary: Like l .. id. the universe dtfini~lypr0"idcd and said, "Yes. you an,. Go be you." They made !his very 

possible.Myinwrw,cepickc<lupmostoflhis.bemiselhisi:IStufflbadtoha..,do,w.lt"sphysic:allyrequiml.So 

dcciding1oira,,s~ionafterthe""'F)'wasjUS1kir.doficing.Soldidr,'tbeglnW.in&honnonerq,lacemcnl..,,.fl 

aftermysUJle<y.sol'sconlybccnonhonnonesjustlcs.s1han3month,; 

Zachary;Ycs.Us..allyyou'reoohormonesanumberofmonlhsbefoo:yougoinforsurgcry. 

Ruth:Okay. 

Zachary:lchan&edmynamelcplly.Dettmber 13"' Dt<:anberl4"'.lwcmdowa-.>dgoimy...,.driver"sliccnK 

wi1h m~ new name. December '20". lhcst11cofWashingu:,n ~ized me kplly as a mak, even though I will 

never have genital surgery. I will no< don. Why give up !he best of what the women have to offer? Why give up 

multiplesjustsoyoucangostandandp,:,eandhavcsomething1haldoesn"twork?ldoo'1hanpeniscnvy,never 

havc.. lksi<k:s. you koow. you can always go b"}'1he ones you wan~ !he siict you want Why bother? 



Ruth:lwasroadinganintnview,Jlllinkitwu~or~whereonef1Msaid."l'v,:g(l(plen1y 

of•ldon'1hav,:pmiscnvy,becauscl'vel')lplm1yofilinlhednwer. 

7.achary:E.uclly 

RWl:l1doesn'1g,etyoul'ffP'l"landwon'1Jiveyou1dix&se. 

Zachary: Eucdy. Tinvwlhcm inlhc WISR.clcanlhcm up.nopmblcm.Golnothin&, Youc.ijllSlchomcanddo 

,.,..you.....,._f.uclJy.Vcah. 

R,_h:Didyousay didyou111Clhcphnsc1mi,.,1eago,"WhyJi,-e"l'muhlplcs'?"" 

hchary:Mul11pltorpsm,. 

Rulll:Oh.oby.lw1,11td1ocllrifythal. 

Zachary:YWl,guysgt110SWldu1,:wcgc1iohaull'l!nlhMone.l..,ghlff] 

Ruth: Oby. Tell me whac kind ofSff"o'iccs Ingersoll ptO>'idcd. 

Zachary: lngetSOII has been awnomc:. They hl•C grw COlmselon, pat people who an, mlly willing IO wo,\ wilh 

you inanyway1beycan. llleygivc1es1in;. Theylool<atyou andevaluaieyouwseewhen:you=efflO'lionaJly. 

mcntally,physi<ally,macerially,lthinkil'sadthalalocofpeoplewhentheysay,"You'n:nocrclldy,"de<:idelO 

!""h lhe cn•elope, byp,.s, the pro&111111, go IO some medical doclor who wrill:$ them a prcscriplion and send!! them 

offontheway,,.,illln,oinforma1ionandnonews.'Thcyhaunoideasaboutlhesidccffcctsof1e:stos1Cfl)M.1Sil 

wett.h"sv,:ryhardon)'Qlll'heart.yourkidncyandlivcr.Mcndodieata)'Ollllgerogcfor1rtaMlll,oby'/Soyoudo 

have11>know,.,halyou"n:gtninf;into,Jthclps10beolwiou$ly$11blo:-knowwhereyou'n:eoiD&.wh,,tyou"n: 

doing. how you'n: IMn&-llowan: you &')ing 10 identify? I had lOsit ~and realiu I hav,: idenlifoed a., 1 ic:11,ian 

allofmyh~ l"m•Oyanold!Since I was lyarsoldandhcard"qum"," I haveiden1ifoedasquccrorlc:ll,iln. 

Now I'm kgiti,,....ty l&Mled hcleroRxu■ I, .,d 1h11 strikes me .. very odd. How can lhal possibly be? So I'm 1 

"beurosc:cml queer," is lhe llobd I prefer 10 utili.te. B«:1usc I am pateivtd a.,1 male and I dak women. 1h11 maLcs 

mcheterosexml.lhavenoP<'t'il.lam11m1 .. omai;~forc.lamsiill1dykc;lhem'Of\\.llffl1hc!crosc<ual 

quccr.That"showlfttlab,:,ulit. 

l~llhasallo~and""'"'t:d"ith1his~ifocaion.llleywortmllywella1Wtllkinaa1namcs.llowdoyou 

meyournamc:?Whcredidyownamc:co.nefrom?Mostpc,,plesclcaandrogynousnames:ldidno1.Mawttnllldl 

sattherconeday,looking11rwnes,andwehadv,,atfml.Wepickedalllhesclllings.llldshe"ll!lha~ing1Cfa1 

1ime.SheAys,-'1llepcrfoctname ChrislianGender.lfyou"n:going10fuckwilhpeoples"heads.lH"shave-,.., 

fun!" I a.:ked"!). I tho\lght., "'Oh.how luru,y!" Bui I "llllillinglhen:.and I said. "Youknow.!hen:aliliesn, ifl 

wasgoing10&Cl!ObeMybody,l'dbe7.achory."Evcrylightinrnejustwentoff.lt"slikeSO!l1eOnepluggedrnein. 

Ind I wen~ "Whaldo I mean, ifl c.i be1nybody? lean! I gettopictmyown name.· I c.ibe1nyone I wan1td10 

be. "I"m going IO be Zachary." I was &(ling to keep "M" a., my middle initial. Maurttt1 and her filmity ha"" called 

me Marulli for ye,nas a term ofcndc:armenl - my WI name. So I was going IO ~ttJ> "M." 



And Ill)' IUI name I picked 11!1 Saber. ADd I p,cked INl. based on a mend ,;,fmine"sSIO<y llbout1 s""Ofd. lte•s from 

lroland. lie had lhisbcanlful Cc,ltic lilt as h<"s 1ellina: )'OIi all about "the wieldiflcohword. and how 11rnr11-i 

bnvcmdmasculiMtheyare.and)'\'lhowfetninincthey.-cbccaiscoftheifbcluly.-Butasabff.1wornancanlift 

mdUS<10lia)l,anddefc:ndhorself.,.·ht<-ea,mosiwomtnoould11011if11swon:l.ob.)'7Asabcrcan1lsobcwicklcd 

jll$1asca.sitybyanwi.Asabetismorcbclulifullybalan«d.J1willbalara,iny,:,,.hand.whctus11wordisvcry 

booom•h<avy.vcryh<fty.l mean.lhcsabffwuekmeasbcin&theperfoctbalanceofthcwarriorandlhcnunuror.l 

felt 1h11 !hat's "ha\ I"ve achieved in becomi11& fem1lc \0 male and maintaining my female idenlity along with that. 

So.\Ome.it~,.-holamandwlwMlam.Thenldccidcd.in.ueadofjustamiddleinitial.lwouldtal(emyla<t 

nameumymiddlt'name.SolbecameZacharyMantlliSabcr.mdlthinkit"s1rnltyawe5omc.,.,,....l"mmil 

hlppywithit. 

Ruth:WhendidyouManthehormontlllenp)'7 

7..aci..y.Novcmberl6•. 

Ruth:WhathaYCyoubcenlcamingaboul)"OlnClfasarcwlt1 

Zaci..y.Oh! [laughs] 

Ruth:Wha1observationshaveyoumadeabou1yourpersonality.uarcsultof-7 

z.ci..y.rmmuchca!mer 

lt111h:Rcall)'7 

7..aci..y.Absolutely.Muchcalmer.Mudlnkftcomron.blc.MuchnkftMeall<-blldlwidlmywlfandwithotha­

pecple.Thebousls.-cgone.oby'j'ld,or,'lhavclhcproayc""5tthcboysgetwhedtheytoinlOhavepl&slie 

""IC'Y,Myehestisreallyqu~mes.t<>dup,bocauseldidhavcwmor,andlhaditc .. rortha.Q.,e,.the,,...it!wa: 

mooths,l"-twillchange.Butthm:",alolofsearrirli;lhal'sgoingwhavelObccon$1Mtlywo.tedon..SolllOlieed 

that."'""" l looltinthemirror. it"u1illawholc lot moreofmeofwtw I ...,.lhln,..hat lcvtrsawbcfon:,evctt 

thoo&hi1',no1prctty.lt'sob.y! 

l1101icediffcr,nccinmngypauem<1.lt"1diff1eul11ofallaslcq,bcforcmidnigh1.forexample.andlstillwan110bc 

upe11ly.lcanlookforwardtowod.i11&oulnow.lbere'smon:metgy\Owamtogoanddom.t.lfindmyselfbcing 

muchlcwemo1iooallyanached\Ocrllpthlllclon'1havc\Obc11tachedto.tt"s-icftolookatitforwha1itreallyis. 

llhinklhatmorcwomenohouldbeonlCSIOSlffOnc:lrnltyOO.N111ma>Si,lelllllOUlll!-.youknow.bu!Lheyrealty 

shouldbe.Vouha>letheolniousphysicalsideeffectslha.lthinl<.aloitofpeopltnlllllawarcof.lamwrillnga 

boolaboulit,withpirnircsandodwl<peoplt'sinpullnd1hc:"holeni""yards,.But,whfflyouraan:h11tis.youfind 

i1wre·s11oitorinfon,1111i,:,,, form1le10ffflwe.and1hcte's~erylinleinfonn11;,,., lcmaletomale. h'sconsi<kffll111 

easittprooess.e...,lllougbi1·,,1ess,1,,cro,,g1tprocas.l1hinkwhallheyclon·1ralize,it"st1111taS)'IO i1"sn111that 

easy oh process. You'TCgoingfrombeiflc•lesbian pan of a minority when:yiu...,.uril)'andyiu,•,niresafety 

andt>'ery1hingisbuil1around11tsbiancommunity.andyou'rehavingtowalk1-yfromtha1byide,nifyingasa 

rllllle.bu1"11n1ingtomaintainyourstatu,andyourfricnds. 
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R111h:Rigl11 

Zachary:Andyoorfncndsarclookingatyoulikcyou'vedt:ttivedlhcm,)-OU·vecoppedo,n.Andyouhave10bc 

pa1ien1 with lllcm, because you have to l<llhemS<leyou"restm whoyooarc. You're still whoyou"vealwaysbcen; 

you'rejusthappicrbeingyounow.11",onlyyourcoverlha1haschangcd.ll"sono,,goingeduea1ionalprocess 

People s.ay, "Oh my God, you're a freU! Straist,t women won't want you because you don"t have a dick. andpy 

womendon'I want to bcwilh"-Man.gotnewsforyou all. Wroog!Thi1 isllOI how it works. Both wrong on both 

eounts.Thereareawholclo!ofpcoplcootlhcrewhoattabsoluttlyelatedatlhcfactlhatlhcrcaremanymon:FtMs 

surfaeing,be.:ausclhcydowantlhcmasculinc:cncrgyandlhemasculinc:look.bulstillhavcthewomaninvolvedin 

bcingscxualwith!hcmandbcingapanofd,eirlifc. 

Ruth: A fiiend of mine:. after Ille confcrcncc !hat wa,; at &attic Central Collegc­

Zachary: Yeah, [hard to hcar] 

Rulh:Afewycanago­

Zachary:Oh,okay,adifferentonc 

Ruth: Yeah. II was an FtM confCfl'nCc. and &hes.aid ii was a very attractive idea beca= it"s- virilily without Ille 

misogyny 

Zachary: Rist,t Yeah, lheotherthingyou learn isthat,you know, if you W<:reanassholca,;awoman and you goon 

1estOS1ero,,e,yes.youaresti!lgoingtobcanasshole.There"soogeningaroundil.llU1lthinkwhatalo!ofpeople 

around....,arelcaming,IC$!0$lero,,edidnotmakcthal man ajcri<;the womanwboraiscdhtmdid. Women really do 

need!ostar1takingsomc11CC011111abi1i1yforhowlhcy"reraising1hcirkids.\ll'henyouqui1111isingyourchildtothink 

hc's1t111i!led.he"llqui!11Clinglikchc"sentitled.lfyou1cachyourdaust,1ersthatway.1hesamc:thing.llu1lthinkwe 

havetoownupandloola1wha1wo"vecreated.becauscwchovecrn1edlhis. 

Ruth:You·resinglingootmo1hersinparticularandnotfathen,or-? 

Zachary:Fa1hers-got1obchonc:st,mostfalhtrsdon"t5pcndahcl!ofalo!oftimeinflut11<inglhckidsoncwayor 

the other. Theywcn: mostly influencodbylhcirmoms. So. yeah. momsarcgcning1hc hruntofi~ because moms 

still insist on being \he primary caregiver and still insist o,, being thcooc who takes !he kidi ifllley diV(l<U, thinking 

lhcy"rclhebcstparen1.Soa.,longaswomcnwantllwtt$p011Sibility,thcy"n,go!ng10hase1oownupforwha11hat 

entails. Sollw"sllow l"m looking at ii. Plus I think womQ> aresmaner! Womcnhascmorcahili1yand 1110<1: 

capac~ytobcmorcnunuringandmorcawarc.Mcnlendtobcmorcaloofandrcmoved. Youcan'1eountonmcn10 

raise kids. Sorry. r koow il", .. xisl.ol<ay? I really do know it. But women arc much bcner~uippt<I. Women can 

mul1i-ta.sk.Wnmc,1aresmancr.They"rcmorccapable. 

Ruth:l'mjUS1wonderingifthcsca11i1t>desyou"rctalkingabou1andyou"relabeling50xist,arcthesc:comingwi1htllc 

hormoncs,orarcthesc-? 

Zachary:No.thisisllowl"vealwaysfehaboutit 
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Ruth:Okay 

Zachary.No.lherc"snolhingr,cw1here.no. 

Rlllh:lwaswondering.whenlaskcdyou-alsowhenJaskcdyouwha1an:youobsefvingaboo11hechangesin 

your.;clf. have you learned anything aboui whal«impon<'nl$ ofrnastulinily. femininity an:-wha! wcwmmonly 

lhinkofasmalcncssandn'maleness-arekindofduc1oourchemisuy? 

Zachary. Hmm. J think I unden!and what you"rc asking. but noc ye,. 1·~ only been on honnones lh...e monlhs. Ask 

mcinthrccmonlhs. 

Ruth: Yeah. I'll also ask lheqlOCS!ionadiff<'t'Cnl way.andmaybcyoucantcllmcinthrcemon1hs 

Zachary.Okay. 

Ru1h: When I wastall:[ingJ-1 hadaconvcrsa1iononce wilh $0meon,, who was going from male to female. SheS11id 

lhat.asshe,tancdestrogen.she-herpersonalitychangcdinto-[intendcd:fromlsomeooewhoal-ysusedio 

tailgaieotherdriversandalwayshadtotal:cthequickcstrou1etogct-lmean.verygoal.,,..icmcd,1lwayshadtogct 

frornbcrc1othercinthequickcstpossiblcway-and1ha1shechangcd[from7into?]"""""-""'whowasml1Chmorc 

laidback.abk:1oletO!hersbconthehighwaywithher,andcould.wpand..,,.ll1heflowcrs.so10speak,enjoying 

Zac:hary.So1hal"showshewasbcforctheestrogen.lmean.bcfon:­

Rulb:Shewa.saverygoal.directcdfas1.pac«!personwhoalwayswan1cdtoge1frombcrctolhercinthequickest 

possibleway. 

Zachary.Tnat"swhenshewason\C'.Stosleronc 

Rulh:!mpa1ie,nwilhocherpeople[hardtohearj. 

Zachary.'Tllcnwhenshewcn11oestrogm? 

Zac:ha,y:Wow!Tiial"sunusual.Es1rogcnusuallykeyspeoplcup 

Zac:ha,y:Yeah. 

Ruth:Okay. 

Zachary: Yeah. Womc,, arc much more manic and much more capable. much more high-strung. Men tend 10 be 

much rr.cn laid OO<k. 1 don"! know how much of1ha1 is because of the way they were -1 don't know 
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, ... ...,.. lllun'1lnowll1'1011lybcffi.l(N"'on IO, Yourfir,1~monda°"-""""•)'Oll'111chlnl)111"ffY 

CONtluap,You'"'dwl&in&l,p;dkwl!inl .. ltll<:ll-and-......inhlir,andlhDMtlilnplno1lccSo-'rc 

Mill ....... hl"lllilnp•lheyoomeout,andMJll-chiotto-'"hmtlwy'"'l<>lna, 

ChfflSoc. .... dolllil .............. , 

1 .. ...,. ........................ _,..ioc.. ............... o1 ..... •1-.i Sin 

lllchlry Abool111dy. Thll'd be v,a. 

Clvb:Awurklnl)nljp'CN. 
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., ....... _lu~,....-•.,_.li--Y, ....... , .......... __ ,..__. 

.... , ........ -- .. ----l"ona9lt 

1..-:hlryY ..... bmcn.lheyc:111do-Pf'UY•-S1ulf.lllcR'1awebt1te.Midlac~uplll llllllllit't 

'IM'll:1111¥ft hadapmi:ocrffledmirl&his~Theplcllftla,,clAuffdlal_,,1tien,pro.-lclt lohu'"thefflt'"' 

lhl"l,l:.¥W)1hint'tc1Medpcrlhedly.ll-•60-day~Whllildidn't1ell)'Ol',and)'Ollhad10,obtlc.~Wld 

do1lolofrNd"'l,-lhltlhm:wcrcalolof ......... ln¥0!¥Cdincratingaurctlll'IIINIIW011klallo,..thl1111, 

'-'t-Nboa.NC110it.So1bal-,.,1•a1.....,.,ab:albi:Jam&.Alld•illl)W--ofit .......... ,.. .. .._.,.. ................ ,.. _____ ...,.._ 

R .. h YOll'l'II ..... • 

7..-:hlr) Yoo,•-.i·•-•--a1,-c--.vw...,_11q,cthat~il"-_,.,__. • .., 

)'OllkJoow,y,-cl_,..,.,.,...s...,.,-do_,._)'OUl'Cliwrisreallyil 1-,k't)'OUl'pmlS.So 

..., '"II)' llo llllve dii;U; they'rej1>11 small, And• w~nn1ltio,,, !hey grow. They m1y 1£1 IO bll u bl1 • 1boul 
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thrceincbes.Andthcybccomchard.bu1theydon'tactlwdenooghtocverbethesame.Sowhtnyouc,..atca 

penis.yoului.,.,10W<ein1oaceoo.u,1thecli10risthat"scxisting. Youdon"tge1101urni1 in1oit. People do-they 

oxpandthem.Thcyinjfflfa1ccll$.andtheydothesethingstom8kcthcmtendcr.8111younevcr1rulywindupwitJ, 

lhisreallywondcrfilllyl\inclioningorpn.buiyouc:a,,-"'up_,dpce..Oby. 

Ruth:Thccxpreyiiononyourf..,.,, like~Bigdtal.-

7..achary: I have actU11lly created acontra;,eioo thal will allow women to stand up and pee Vff)"comfonably. I"m 

lool:ingforaspccificglt>erightnow.lhavepoopk,.,;tU11llylool:ingforit.Sooncclflndit.lllisisgoingtobe 

designtdinanumbttofdiffc,..ntWllys,andlamvcrymuchgoing101ry10sellit1ooncofthe1i!iconc-toased 

compMies \hat makes dildo$ and toys. because they could make !hi$ "'laliveJy in,.,.pensively and sell it for a lot. 

bccalascitw«ts.Wc"llbeable10standupandurina1e.andnoonewouklknowlhediffen-ncc. 

Ruth:S~youmdthc1ranSition-1Wting10do1hinplikegoto-usemen"sfCSlnlOmSandcverything­

Zachary:Ycs. 

Ruth: Does - I imagine there must be a certain amounl of danger in th.at. Do you scn!C it that v.·ay? 

7..ac:hary:ldon"1thinkw,becauscldidfory<,ars.l.itcrally,whenmcngointo•balhroomtheygoin10pt(!.They 

don"tgiveadamn.1'hey'11:no1standingiherc-Womcngointobathroomsandlook.Mendon"t.Noonccares.lf 

you'11:i>0tgoing10aoandc:allattcntionto)'OllfXlf.they"11:notgoingtopayutm1iontoyou.Mosl.,,.,.·•­

bavcstalls .. lflheydon't.you·11:notg,:,iag10golherc.lfyoua,nstandandpce..noonc's10ing1011(1Q«thalv.hal 

you"reholdingisnot,,,.l,bc<:aPSC,unlessthey"repy.they'11:probebtyno1goingtoo;heckyou<>11t.llyesdivttte,d 

elsewhere, you know, Want to dear the bathroom? "ltcy, nice dic:k!-Thcy'11: all gone. I.et"• gef real! [laughter! So. 

90.ldon"tlhinkanythin1ofi1. 

Ruth:Ok.oy 

Zachary.Bul.lhen.looli:llthcav..-.geftMinthecityofSeanle.11,ey'"'P"'")'small.l'mS'10". 

Rudl:Right. 

Zac:Mry: l J18.S$prcnyea1ily,andthen l'veabospent n-,:yearspa,:sing. Tome, if1justnobigdeal. Thcbi3dcal 

i5W001<'11"• bathrooms usually smell prcny nice. Yoo havealllhosecologncsand p,:,r{Um¢$. Men"sroomsdoin. It's 

!ad.llreallyis.llikc1ofil\dthoseunis.-~bathroom,becaPSC.youknow,girtssnw:llgood. 

Rut!l:Doyou have any thoughts at this point-and I mightasl<you ogainm w,:go•loo&and dootbcrll\1crvicws 

"""' !ht overlap is. if.ny. btcwCffl ll'adi1ional butches (WOl"l>tll ohheokl,chool. ~wall, womt11 idmtif,ed 

asbw:bes)andpcople,.t,onowC()n!iderlhemsclwetranS&cnder'?Doyouthini:iherc-just•latofbuicheswllo 

mighl reallyhavt,b«ntransg,:ndtthadthcopion boc,,available? 

Zachary: Absolutely. Absolutely. Twenty-five ~ar, •go. when I firsl looked into ii, the chances ofhavinga 

suooc,sfulttansition"'ffl'pttl!yscary.Veryc~pcnsivc. 

Ruth:Youknewyoucoukldoi125yearsago. 



Zachary:Yeah.absolu1ely 

Ruth:EVffllhenyouwcrcthinkingaboulil 

NWLGHMPlm.,...lew:7~Sabe<-pafl<44 

Zachary: Absolutely. I know• few people who did it Did it very well. I know a few people who tried todo i~ did it 

vtty\embly. 

Ruth:Frum1hat1imeperiod? 

Zachary:Ycs. 

Ru!h:Uh-huh.Whalhappmedtolhconeswhodidn"t-? 

Zachary:Al01ofp,,oplewouJlduptakingtestostcruneim,ppropria1ely.TheylOOl;pillsand1hingstha1wcrevcry 

hardoothci,bodies.Finally1heyhad1errible.terribleadver,ere11<1ionstoit.sotheycan"t1akcitnow.Theydon"t 

haveanyassisw,cc.Ortheyhadrcalbutcherjobsofsurw,ry.lwasvc:ryearcfulinin1ervicwingmysurgeons.l 

kncwithadtobedonc.basedoolhe1umors.andlwasveryl>one<twi1hmysurgeoos.lgoitopickwonde,fal 

surgeons.lhadagrea1team.lhadaycarofplanningfor1his.bcca=ofwha1hadtobedone.Knowingthatlhad 

tllesct""10l'Sgrowing,andlhad1ofindinsuranccandwailfor1hc1imepcriodstobeupand!hewholenineyards.so 

I gOltoplan.A lotoflhest:peopleranoutandjumpedrcal fast, and I lhink tha1'spanof1heage. You know. when 

you"re20yearsold. you"reinahuny, want to do it now! l"m4S. l"mrcady forchange.Cool<on• I'm tired.of being 

bl001cd.l"mblolitedfrom1hi•h)'Slerectomyandit'1pissingmcoff.lcarne001ofsurgc:ryl8poundslighterlhan 

whe,, I W<cnl in.but8 incites bigger around. l"m.,i/lagiWed. Goa-..ay! hisn"tokay! 

Butl1hink,100.1hatbcingabutchwomMinoursocic1yis1hemostdifficultlabeltolivcto.andlivt:by. You"re 

ostracizcdbyyourowngaycommunity. Youha>'ealotofvery. vc:ry-a lotofthewomen inourCQmmuni!y have 

vcrylowselfcs1Cem$.wliostrivcjusttobean,;in:,gy,,o,iandblcndin.Theyjust-1hcydon"1wam1orockthcboa1. 

They don"1 wam to chall,mg<,. We had 10 do a lot ofchallengin3. Seattle was the first ci1y to defeat Anita. Remember 

1hat?'Jwaspanofthat'lgot10pn:,udlybcapanoftha1andgodowntntheMari.ttandgc11hingssignedandstand 

then: and get people -And. you know, you struggled hard for your identity to be a butch woman and our 

community. co lhis day.jl&St has ooclut of what !hat entails. I bear kKb. "Well, I'm butch 1oday. because I wore my 

overalls." 

Ruth:[hanl1ohearldiffcremdefmitionsofwha1it[hardtohccarl 

Zachary:Yoohearittoday-diffcrent1hing.s-Thesepeople11i!l-thcydnig1hcfrftttdaytoday.ltdependson 

what tlteyarc and how they're dtts.sed? fatuse me? So I would say1hal really good butches-yeah. it"u dying 

breed. because ~-•jllSI too fucking hard. Maureen looked .i me and got VOfYOng,)' with me. She says. "You"re 

cowing out. You"regivingin." lsaid. ~Yeah. what if I am?Sowhat?This ismy life! I wanttoC11joyitandlaugh 

more. and I don"tgtttolnthc "'"YI really want to." Now I do. Now people can lool<at me and go. "Oh. my God. 

youkoow.,l>e."bcca=lheywanttobcwha1ever.Butthen.lcangotoothcrpeoplcwhoknownothingandthcy 

1hinknothingofit.l'mjustsomeavcmgeJoe81owwhoblendsinanddoesr,'tstandootany,nor,,.l"mno11hc"""' 

1humbanyrnon:.lwasalwayslhc..,,.,1humb1ha1youcould1ellfrom1"recblocksa-..aywas•fuc:kingdykc 



walking down lhe slreel. Now. oo one no1icc:s me! I am so anonymOU$. All of my clients how what I "m doing­

evcry one of~. I do body work. I do onc-oo--onc. ~ people an= vcry vDlner.,bl<,. Th,:,y·re on rny tsble. I do 

rnyofasdalwori:;~••vcrydcep 

Ruth:Thisisliceru.cdrnassagepractice? 

Zachary: Yeah. ifs very pe,wnal WOik. J love what I do. ond every one ofrny clients knows. All rny new clients 

koow. because one ofmy friell<H whoreftt1 them. "<lot 10 go= Ma,ulli, She"II fa you." I keep going. ""Larry, 

honey." He goes. "I koow. I know.you'reahenow, but I forget.""You gol lOSlann>rnernbering." So when they 

come to me. they look at me. ond ihey"re like. ·st.tr Sor explain 10 !hem what"s going on. first of all. I would 

neverde<:eivernyclien1.larnasl:inglherntotrustme,solhave1obehonestwilhthem.Solonlyjus1hadmyfirst 

dientlhateametomeas2achary.whohasooidea,whocametornc-,,s-7.achary.Tllafsmyfimcxperienceat 

anyone in my life that doesn"t know the SIOry. Ifs p~tycool tojust be a,ccep1ed for being me without any pmcnse 

or,"Whoa."noncoftho!;elhings.Sormlookingforwardtomoreohha1.Rutthaldoesn"tmeanl•••ant1010Stany 

ofmyhistoryormyidcn1i1yofwherel"vebe<:nei1her.Le1rnernakethalclcar.lwant10bltnd 

Ruth: ltsoW>dslike we·,egotquitea few topics we can explore in a few month$. 

Zachary:Yeah 

Rulh:Sixmonthsora)"""orwhatcsa-. 

Zachary: Yeah, as we go. Keep checl<ing it oul. You bet! 

Chris:Do<:sanybodyhavetroubleo:allingyouZacluuy? 

Zactwy:Yeah.mypanner,Maurttn,isact""Jlymosingoutofourhome-rnydearcslliicnd.Shehatescallingme 

Zachary. She likes calling me Man,lli. I have other people who go, "'Oh my God. you're so much more a Zachary 

thanyooeverwcreaDunna.""llhinkso.too.lllankyouverymuch."YttJhasecli-cnlSW,,o."Hey.Zacli.whenl 

makeootlheehecktoyou-"ondtbey'llwriteDcann.a-"lflmakcit10Dcanna.canyous1illcashit?"[laughs]You 

know. /robi/$. Whal I learned through Ingersoll is, you know. when people have bet:n in your life. your family. it 

takcsobouttwoyears1oadjUS1.sobepa1ienLlkeq-,tellingmyclicnts."BolJiofmynamesan=onmycheckbool.:.h 

says Deanna Gay Man,lli and Zachary M. Saber an:: bod, on my checkbook. because ifs me." I have ID"S for bod, 

Mybankknowswfonl"vedolle.TMy"lllakemycheck,;that'sokay. 

Ruth:Aoncper.,onjointaccount! 

Zachary:Yeah.exactly.Uj"'1takestime."Thcmorelchange.1bcrnon::lgrow.Jhavetoshave.lshaven,y 

mustache."Thclastthingtogrowisthesiclebwnsand01uff.Astha1changesrnore,asmorebulkcomeson.more 

musclecome,on.il"llbccomcmo,eob,ious.h"llbccomeeasieraswego.Jmean.ldon"1lool:atalltha1different 

nowlhanldid.soit"sokay.11·sundtrstandablc. 



_Uil _ _.......,.-1111rySol,cr--4t,, 

Clwis,1,•1j,alileS<acfilla,.t,n,pa,pk ...... 111ai11,-ca11;.,.--•·•--.ia ..... .,.. 

_..,...,.,he~ 

Z.,hary.~p,q)leancveryieiunt.l'"'Fl&oodmendllhadollOl"':anilOcallmeZllchlry.They.n:llngl}' 

woh me ro, doifta this. My best friend is wry .,11)' My best friend's a black woman. ■ liclllffllnl on 1he fire 

dtp■nmem. Wc-nlmlunch she ■ndherpar1ncr ■nd I ■nd.vteflan001 .. id,-1don·1ha,croomlnmytlfcfor• 

J1r1latn "hltc male." l said. "Who's a W.i&),1 "h;1c maier' She says. ~vou!" I '"id. "llullsliil, I'm alrclolly in )'OlU" 

lifc.l,c01myspot.Un1illli,,;:kllfl ■ndH1mln10IOfflCIWholc.youdoll'tha•caright10lONme0111."flerfcarislha1 

lwillbecome1t,;gol.llerfc.-islhat.bccorn1nai-,oftheto--callcdducponionof,:u......W,llwl'ILW.C""lhcir 

anm,det.lMlrllbecomcprtj■dad.lh■ll'lt,__,._ .. rll--,...uit,rac..._.,h■lcwt t...i.·wu 

1k:liaa•-Jvou·n:tt1cSOJ>t.111C;.oaeor-.,....,,-s-.,.._'1lool.11N0.-1...i.-o..·,t,1■mc11 ..... 1 

llowk>aalla.-c,-~mc"T-,.-,--sll .. -<Mllgi■g.1 .. -.-.10~1ikc--.U.UI 

do..,-p ..... rormc.•So•••~--1.s....,__.,caUmcZadil;*calll•Mlnllli.lll'c·ic• 

M.tM 01 MlnalliandManm-..-hi,;h..,'.-ccalliodoinclvcsfor~ Tha'1noprvblem.Andlha 01oby, 

bK:lutc.youkoow.iltakcstimc. 

Chri1:SoyouC111lclpcoplch■ vclhctimc1heyntcd? 

1.ach■ry:Ofcourx!Absolulely.lkcptmylWllC.lleptilfora,easo,,.Thcn:isidcmilylhen,, ■ndi11sparlofwhol 

1m.Mylamlly,l"m.....,,lovcsihct'actlhal~·1no~thesame111moeas1/win.Oneofthellrst1h!npmybmthtr 

did."Soyoucha,g,cdyourname.You're- ■ Mandlilll)'mon:.rigl,l'rl,aid,"No.l'mno11Manolli.,ymore, 

Mld,dbq1dle-."•S..i1'111111r-11M-.""'No.il'1no1.• 

O-orthe-thingslha"-....,.._""llhdloslllba _, _ _.._..,_adoJ,ied.•my 

______ lldopl,:d.._llo¥c.--lylD~almyl1".tilld,o,rJnu.8,adory,_.,-,a1iemm.lt'c 

wscalWl)'l¥<f)'alia-.dli'cm._..binh&,,aily.A1l~olcltr.M-f-•ltll-..Myl.,"""71p,a."WcLL 

lhc),.....,...,... ......... Sa-no'i'-!WhMdolaecd .... .......ifor?"IWhlll'.-cllu,d.,..illhll11011Co(them 

1,■ ..,riediobcaround.Sosinccdoira,my~io11,,mymom'tsislcrgotlhroup1<1myhnlllltr myyc,unp 

brother'11l,opy-andsaid,"l""""kllileto,..,hDe•nna,Zach.•Sotgotthislclter,11•iname1hhlccturclboul 

IM.,wlthooldtryhardcrtoget1Jon&wi1hmyt.mily,10undcnland ■ndno1bcanJ11Ywi1h1hcnlo"Crlhinpu1 

chlkl, I 5er111noteti.ck..aying.. "I 1,a,,., IMlprol)lcmswi1h1hcmas1rhild.Myprvbk-m ,.;1hlhcm l1as_, lduh 

They\kwl'1....,,..,)'lhing1<1dowilhmo:."My~uld1t1rcslatnrllandlOldmo:l,....1111bomi11111ion.lhllbc 

«11,1k111011Ccq,1meinhis~fe. 

l\dll;W•IIIIIO'lff)'OUl"bmi11abian.orbtill&1........, 

ZICNl)-:Y-brilliJalcsbian.Hcmd,"l(lh•-my-.·-1w·dmc1.Manai "lfd,is.....,my-.l'dbc 

¥<f)'proudof ..... Sulasmy.....,-,lc.'110iffwlhit."Wch■_,.,lallcdinba-yan.And,.ha..,_found 

--tn■l•-irw.Myfamilyn:allyhldwalked1..,.y.Theywaudlllllhin&1<1do"11h.,..Sho'1.......,.hcard 

meM)'•badthin&IIOOUlthcm.Toni&f,t.1clli,.yo,,IOOUIIJCllin&boa.isthclln1umo:l'""opcncdmymouth. 

ohy?llec■ u,oldon'1.Tha\'sjUS11hewayhl')C'l,ll'ljUSltflcl.h'1j~lheirbcha•lorThislthowilW11l. ■nd 



lhll'1lindorwhll.l'w:cometoM:tm1with,8UCl'w:me1myaun1.rw:mt1mymom·1ocherhalf-.1·w:111e11 

~ofcomiaTheyallknmo-l'.,lnllstH...i.TheyaJIUOWl',nfcmak.&cHnale,Theyhaw:load11'ew 

q,,tSli,oas.A1r..._....,.1a1-....i1r...i1y .. flll."l.ool.-ca·1lcephavina--101t1.b«:MMyao,·re 

a....;dilt&"lk ..... ""ll,tl~-don'l..-10osncize)'l)Ol.lllcb'1....i)'OUIO"'Jffl11J."laid."l'111110l'°""IO 

"'j«tyou. AA-•)'lhina)'OU.....,_b,,llt,.,ho,,esiw,lhme. Thll',.alllll$lfor J..stha•c10n1thonesl 

C<'ln\munic111k)n, llowcan 1 ~Ito know you ifyouwo,,'LbeyourShegoe:s, "l lwe "ha1 )'Ou'w:dooel lfn&,1inst 

the8ible!"t1aid,"No.it'sllOl.""Wtll.i1-klbe!"luid,"ll111it'11101."So....,l,adlhi1inV<ll'iedton•tnmion. 

Nwcbodlap-'dawchaw:1w<1diffcm11•icwpoinu.Jdt1nkmypcnpcai""of0odismuchhcalthicrlban ..... 
Rlu:Thisls)'OUl'lnOdla''shalf .. .-r'I 

Z.:~Ycah,the.....,dad.Ycall.Amedad.Solhi1hast,.,..,remarkablc.1halMIOClhaw:'-nl:Z.:twy.l 

haw:pinod~nul)',bloodr-ily.lNll!llldnc-hadinlll)'l1fc 

Ona:Thlt'1pmiyiromc.ltuhl 

Z.:t.y. a,llannLYcah,yah.itls.Thex_,,people.,hoao,"God.wcreatlywantodtobearound,bucyour 

mom'1•wfully •olalile." rm lhPlkina, "Yeah, oo shit." 11111 I hl,w:,,•1 had 1h11. conw:r'Mlion with lhe:m tilhn". oor do 

I want to, ~'1j11Stnoreo,ranl0. 8111 I don'ttxr,«I lhl1htomtlhinglhey'"'e-,oln11tolt"'-•hoklof'orha•• 

1<>dealwith,or-,yone·s,ioir1Jtoaoconlrnnlirl&llw:m""il.--dtisil1101whllt"-'sliboul,10 

R.ah:~will....,.IObeloobli'9C'Cilk:t.Jl)'for[py')]~. 

Ruth: Solhey-.eloolingforlhudto'-1 

Zlchlry:Ript.&ICll)'.SoitWldbffllwondcmd.l1'1jultbffll, ..... abo.ll,olallh"Wl'""-done.l1's 

beollci,iiee1-.GolnrylicenM:s~and~~forlll)'--.. 

R.-h;Wha!Wldlhen.:lionofptt,ple•thelioenteb.-.whm:)"OUgot)'Ollr-ctiar,.cd7 

Zlchar)':DMV'I 

Zlc~Mopn,blml. 

Zlclwy:Youknow the.wi11ies"'°w....,..,nuall)'.ontin~lhirfylhousandmmuansiuons10neincvay 

~lhouSMd-ehanges.llhiMt,ra.qeit's-,ali:,rwo,,,,nto~lndpm..,_itilf'ormcn. 

110 ■ lotof-,-....--doan)1!110&10dowil.h_...,.or ■-)Ul.,ache 

Olris:Thcyj...iplaythesu.o,,t,Mc. 
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Z.:hlry: Ripl, [lautt,1er] Wrileboob.St.yll~. WOO<oncars. P•int. plumber,~,yes.•11 thc$Wldard 

lhinp 

Chri1:Join1hemilllU)I.Oowwar. 

7.a,;hlry:Ymh,yeah,Sothcy'n:highnwnllcn.Wtw,,lwm1""10DMV""llen:onA--,J_,.;.,anc11said,•I 

n«dioc-.,.my...,.,-"Oby."Shelooud11il.Shep,a,.-cool-.•1oaM1,-ri....)'OU.-Shep,a.·1an•1 

dlaf,aethc,..,,.il,bee.-rc,ulla>'Cll'!.-nllllll...,-o,wdii..,...lh!-yct."l..id,"Oby."Shep,a,. 

"llcre,l'll,=l)'OU•~lhougb.-So-
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