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WSF Responds to Judy Osborne 
Chair of Winslow Street Fund Responds: 

Loan vVas Proper 
This letter is in response to certain allega­

tions published by Judy Osborne in November 
on Transgender Forum and in Renaissance 
News & Views. 

Fact #1: 
The Winslow Street Fund was established 

and supported by IFGE. To this day Winslow 
Street uses IFGE personnel, equipment, 
money and offices to perform ifs day to day 
functions and, until the last appeal, Winslow 
Street used IFGE funds to support ifs mail­
ings, stationary and other things. IFGE gave 
Winslow Street access to ifs mailing lists and 
publicity in ifs publications. All of this was 
done at considerable direct expense to IFGE. 
This does not count the indirect costs of com­
peting with IFGE for donations . 

Fact #2: 
As far back as 1992 when the new lease for 

the office in Waltham was signed, Winslow 
Street guaranteed a ten thousand dollar securi­
ty deposit. This arrangement was made when 
Winslow Street was chaired by Laura Smiley, so 
the precedent of Winslow Street making a 
guarantee for IFGE was in place a long time 
before the current guarantee. 

Fact#3: 
Winslow Street is a part of IFGE and is an 

asset shown on IFGE'S balance Sheet. This fis­
cal arrangement has always been so. It was only 
recently that there has been any discussion of 
turning Winslow Street into a separate 50l(c)3 
organization. However, this change was not 
considered feasible because of the costs associ­
ated vvith this action. It is still not feasible. 
Winslow continues to grow and prosper unfet­
tered by the normal day to day cost of running 
an organization, and IFGE continues ifs sup­
port of Winslow Street. If IFGE had not been 
willing to pick up the costs associated building 
vVinslow Street, you can be sure that our 
endowment and our ability to provide funding 
for projects in the community would be sub­
stantially diminished by much more than the 
$15,000 we guaranteed on IFGE'S behalf. 

Fact#4: 
The trustees of \Vin slow Street need only a 

majority for ifs decisions on what to fund or 
what not to fund. In the case of the guarantee 
which has raised so much controversy, the 
trustees were unanimous. That unanimity 
included Kerri Reeder. It was only later that 
Kerri requested that some type of agreement 
be drawn. Even though we didn't need Kerri's 
vote to extend the guarantee, the trustees 
agreed, and an instrument was drawn. There 
was no time limit set for the signing of the 
agreement, only what the trustees felt was pru­
dent. The first communication I received from 
Kerri on the issue was by letter which I 
received on November 24. 

You would think that Kerri would at least 
have contacted me as the chair of ·wins low 
Street to express his concerns before going 
public and accusing the trustees of raping 
Winslow Street. 

Kerri Reeder is accusing the trustees and 
chair of rape and pillage. What Kerri has done 
is to attempt to destroy the reputation of 
Winslow Street, IFGE, Laura Caldwell and 
myself. If you get past the accusations and 
inferences, outright lies, and character assassi­
nation, what we are talking about is a guarantee 
of $15,000. 

Mind you, not one penny has gone to IFGE. 
Is this rape and pillage? All of Kerri Reeder's 
statements should be viewed in this context. 
And Judy Osborne should be sure to confirm 
her facts before she'publishes them under her 
byline. She says that she attempted to contact me. 

I received a message from Judy and prompt­
ly returned the call, leaving a message on her 
machine. You would think that before someone 
published something this incendiary, they 
would make at least one other call. Judy never 
had any trouble contacting me before. She and 
I met in October at Fantasia Fair. At that time I 
told her of the Winslow Street plan, and she 
told me how much harm she thought IFGE 
was doing to the community. What is this all 

continued on page 6 
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(()Chapter & Affiliate Information '6J Renaissance ~i~~~ & 

Chapkrs 

Delaware 
Wilmington, Delaware: meets sec­

ond Saturday of each month. Write 
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Phone: 302-376-1990 or 
email to: sadeCD@aol.com. 

Pennsylvania 
Greater Philadelphia: Write 

Renaissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle 
School Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, PA 
19087. Meets third Saturday of the 
month in King of Prussia. Doors open 
at 8 pm all year 'round, Call 610-975-
9119 for information. 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: 
Renaissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 
3624, Allentown, PA 18106. Meetings 
on the second Saturday of the month 
in the Allentown area. Call for direc­
tions and more information, 610-821-
2955. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: Write 
Renaissance LSV, PO Box 2122, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-1 LSV (780-1578) or send email 
to: dsv@ezonlline.com>. 

Affiliates 

California 
Orange County: Powder Puffs of 

California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda, 
CA 92686, or email to 
<ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 
B1idgeport/New Haven: 

connecticuTView, c/o Denise Mason, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 
Atlanta: The American Educational 

Gender Information Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email 
to<aegis@mindspring.com>. 
Information resources & referrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender 
Explorations (A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, 
Atlanta, GA 30357, 770-939-2128. 

Illinois 
Chicago: The Chicago Gender 

Society, PO Box 578005, Chicago, IL 
60657, 708-863-7714. 

Louisiana 
New Orleans: The Gulf Gender 

Alliance, PO Box 56836, New 
Orleans, LA 70156-6836, 504-833-
3046. 

New Jersey 
N. Central Jersey: 

Monmouth/Ocean Trans Gender, 
(MOTG), write PO Box 8243, Red 
Bank, NJ 07701. Call 908-219-9094. 
Email: vikkimmotg@aol.com 

Western Central New Jersey: 
New Jersey Support, call Susan at 
973-334-0416 or Dorothy at 215-744-
4746 (weekends only). Write PO Box 
0034, Montville, NJ 07045 for infor­
mation. Email: Susanw@aol.com. 
Meetings are the first Saturday of the 
month at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Washington Crossing. 

New York 
Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender 

Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson 
St., Box 45, New York, NY 10014, or 
call 201-794-1665, Ext. 332. 

Long Island: Long Island Femme 
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 1311, 
Water Mill, NY 11976-1311. Phone 
516-283-1333. email to 
joed2viola@aol.com 

Oklahoma 
Central Oklahoma: Sooner 

Diversity, part of the Central 
Oklahoma Transgender Alliance 
(COTA). Contact, Vanessa Kaye, 
Oklahoma City: COTA, 6957 N.W. 
Expressway, #121 Oklahoma City, OK 
73132, email to <mhk@ionet.net>. 
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© 1998, Renaissance Transgender 
Association, Inc., 987 Old Eagle 
School Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 
19087. 
Phone: 610-975-9119 
WWW - http://www.ren.org 
On AOL keyword: Renaissance 

$5.00 per issue, $36 per year (12 
issues). Previous year back issues are 
available for $2 per copy plus $0.52 
postage and handling. Send check or 
M.O. to the above address, attention: 
Back Issues. 

Editor-in-Chief - Angela Gardner 
Managing Editor - Lee Etscovitz 
Contributing Editors -

Dina Amberle Jessica Brandon 
Lee Etscovitz JoAnn Roberts 

Layout & Design - Treetop Press 
Business Manager - Jessica Brandon 
Distribution - Emily Sheldon 

Articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the edi­
tor arn always welcome. Ideas for articles and 
opinion pieces should he sent to the National 
Office marked Attention: Editor. Or use email 
to dnndm@voicenet.com>. Complimentary 
and irate letters to the editor may he sent to 
the same address . 

Renaissance is a 50l[c][3] non-profit organiza­
tion providing education and suppo1t to the 
transgender community and the general pub­
lic. If you would like to make a tax-deductible 
donation, make your check or M.0., payable 
to Renaissance and send it to our National 
office. Your contributions will help us contin­
ue our effmts to provide education about 
transgender issues. Donations can also be 
made through your local United Way agency. 

E lect ronic Subscriptions 
You can get Renaissance News & Views hy 
email every month delivered automatically 
right to your email box for only $15 a year. 
That's half off the regular paper subscription 
rate. Send your $15 plus your email address to 
the Renaissance National Office. 

Local Calendar 
February 

7 Ren. LSV - Harrisburg 
7 NJ Support - Trenton 

14 Ren. Lehigh Valley 
14 Ren. Delaware - Wilmington 
21 Ren. GPC - Wayne, Pa. 
28 MOTG - Red Bank, NJ 



It's Party Time! 
Actually it's not party time, yet. We 

did it before, a long ago, and now it's 
coming back. April 4th, Renaissance 
National presents the once-every­
five-or-six-years gala Spring Ball. It's 
a chance to get dolled up and enter­
tained in the suburban Philaclephia 
area. Given the outstanding success 
of the 10th Anniversary Party at 
the Park Ridge Hotel, and since the 
folks at the Park Ridge love us, we're 
holding the Spring Ball at... The Park 
Ridge Hotel at Valley Forge. 

Ticket prices are not yet finalized 
but will be in the neighborhood of 
$45. That's for dinner and entertain­
ment. Hors cl'oeuvres and everything. 
What's the entertainment? That's still 
not finalized, but it will be good. 
We're thinking of bringing back the 
band that performed for the down­
town GPC Holiday Party at the 
Doubletree Hotel several years ago. 
Other treats are also contemplated, 
and all should be finalized in time for 
the next issue. 

We're going to make April 4 
Renaissance Day, with seminars on 
issues of interest during the clay at 
the GPC meeting site. If you buy a 
ticket for both the daytime seminar 
and the Spring Ball that night, your 
Ball ticket will be cheaper. The day­
time seminars will include presenta­
tions by JoAnn Roberts, Lee 
Etscovitz, and others. (Maybe that 
Angela Gardner will come up with a 
good topic.) So start a special Spring 
Ball Event account at your bank, put 
a new dress on layaway, and watch for 
the flyer with all the details in the 
next issue. 
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Stand Up and Be Counted 

As everyone renews their member- · 
ship for 1998 (you have renewed by 
now,haven't you?) we are sending out 
two things along with the member­
ship card. First is another form to fill 
out. Yeah, I know, just what you need. 
You don't have to fill it out. It's just an 
optional way for us to assess the skills 
and expertise of our members. If you 
are uncomfortable telling us what you 
do for a living, or what your hobbies 
are, don't send it in. If you're com­
fortable letting us know, then by all 
means send it back. If we can check 
the files and find out that we have six 
people who are skilled in a certain 
area that we happen to need assis­
tance with, then we are more likely to 
find one person who can help out. 

The second item is a wallet/purse 
card with information on how to con­
tact Renaissance. If you are out in 
public and you meet other cross­
dressers, just whip out your 
Renaissance wallet card that asks the 
question, "Have you met Mona?" 
That way more folks can find out 
about us, and Renaissance will grow. 
If you have renewed through your 
chapter and not gotten the cards, 
contact your Chapter Leader and ask 
for them. If they're fresh out, call the 
National Office and leave your name 
and address. We'll send them to you. 

One more reminder about the 
Renaissance name change. While the 
name is now The Renaissance 
Transgender Association, Inc., our 
mailing labels /envelopes, etc. will 
never feature the word "transgender" 
at any time. After we use up the sev-
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era! boxes of Renaissance Education 
Association, Inc. envelopes taking up 
space in the office, we'll go to a sim­
ple "Renaissance" in the return 
address. So, don't worry, be happy. 

Baby, It's Cold Outside 

Winter stinks! Which means one 
thing-staying inside and watching 
television. Over the past couple of 
months it's been that way. I've 
noticed that we seem to be very pop­
ular again with the folks who make 
television shows. Everywhere you 
look it's another guy in a dress. Lady 
Chablis was on Entertainment 
Tonight, Drew Carey's TV brother 
was a TV, Allie McBeal advocated for 
a TC hooker, it was a RuPaul 
Christmas on VHI November 29th, 
drag queens from across the land had 
their own special on HBO in 
December, and New Year's Day was 
RuYear's Day, with twenty four 
hours of the RuPaul Show. It's all too 
much. I can't take another sequin. 

Twenty years ago all we had on 
television was Geraldine (who's back 
on cable, I might add) and an occa­
sional foray into fashion from Uncle 
Miltie. Now, every time you change 
the channel there's a fella in a frock. 
So, if you haven't yet ventured out­
side your home in a dress, take a look 
at the world and notice how much 
more we are accepted. All people 
need is a place to classify you and 
they won't be amazed when you show 
up in a restaurant or at the mall. Your 
appearance in their midst becomes a 
non-event. Let's get out there and 
show them we got class. Then we can 
begin to turn acceptance into respect. 

Carey Cares 

I reamed the Drewmeister for his 
remarks on the Late, Late Show , 
and the boy's come around. As a 
direct result of News & Views' inter­
vention, Mr.Carey tried to do the 
right thing for crossdressers. Yeah, 
sure. Actually it was probably in the 
can many moons before Drew mis­
spoke on Snyder . 

We all know by now that his show 
from November 19th featured a 
crossdressing brother who needed a 
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job. Drew, in his Personnel Director 
capacity, hires him to work in the 
store's Cosmetics Department. Of 
course Drew doesn't know about his 
brother's proclivities, and of course 
the brother shows up for his first day 
on the job in a lovely frock from Lane 
Bryant. Without these elements we 
would have no conflict...and no plot. 

The show attempted to be open­
minded and positive. Drew is at first 
upset but comes to the defense of his 
brother when the boss (a man who 
was seen in a previous episode in 
Priscilla ... drag) orders him fired due 
to the conservative nature of the 
clientele. 

Now gay activists are up in arms 
about the mistake the show made. 
When Drew asked his brother if he's 
gay and the brother says he's not, 
Drew says it's too bad, 'cause if he 
was gay, he'd be protected by Federal 
law. ·wrong, Drew-o-matic. The 
Employment Non Discrimination 
Act did not pass Congress last year, 
so gay people do not have protection 
under the law. And, oh yeah, the 
"straight" gays who supported ENDA 
did not want transgendered people 
included in the legislation. Now there's 
something for us to get up in arms about. 
No ENDA without TC inclusion. 

I got mail from the TC community 
complaining that the crossdresser 
character trivialized crossdressing. 
One of Drew's friends asked the 
brother why he likes to dress, and he 
told him that basically everything is 
better in panties. The complainer felt 
that telling it that way made it too 
erotic. Well, newsflash, crossdressing 
is erotic. It's this country's attitude 
toward any kind of sex that needs to 
change. It may be erotic, but it ain't dirty. 

So, thanks to Drew for doing the 
right thing and featuring a crossdress­
er in a positive light, but tell 'em to 
get the facts right. Get on the horn to 
ABC. Let them know that not only 
are gays not covered by a Federal law, 
we're not either. 
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Another Attempt At Compassion 

David E. Kelley Productions 
has brought us TC characters in the 
past. Back in 1996 Kelley was respon­
sible for Picket Fences. Remember 
the plot involving the crossdresser 
that Max met on the Internet? Now 
Kelley's producing Allie McBeal, an 
attorney show with a gimmick. Allie 
used to have brief attacks of imagina­
tion that would be seen on screen, so 
the viewer could tell how she really 
felt about what had just happened to 
her, i.e., a man she is very attracted to 
casually mentions that he's married, 
and while Allie keeps a straight face 
and says "That's nice," we see a quick 
shot of a giant arrow flying into her 
chest. The gimmicky stuff must not 
have worked too well. After several 
letters from viewers without a clue 
(How's come you shot that nice girl 
with an arrow, and then she was alive 
again, anyhow?) they've shifted to a 
more normal presentation. (Re­
meber how well Steven Bochco's 
singing courtroom drama worked?) 

In the December first episode, 
Allie defends a pretty young prosti­
tute named Stephanie (played by gay 
actor Wilson Cruz). The gimmick in 
this show was the prostitute's TC 
nature. One of the show's regulars 
informs Allie that, "Stephanie's a he." 

Allie goes for an insanity defense. 
Stephanie doesn't want to go along 
with it, but Allie keeps telling her if 
she wants to avoid jail it's the only 
way. Then, when they get to court, 
the judge decides to suspend the case 
for a year, and if the hooker keeps her 
nose clean she'll dismiss it .. It depends 
on the TC girl getting a regular job. 

Allie to the rescue. She gets her 
hired at the law firm. Stephanie gets 
to come to work crossdressed, every­
one calls her Stephanie, and she 
designs a dress for Allie out of grati­
tude. Everyone goes out to a night­
club, and the girls all dance together. 
It's all great fun. Till Allie gets a call 
and rushes out one night to find 
Stephanie dead on the street after a 
john kills her. 

Allie cradles the dead girl in her 
arms and soils her designer jacket 
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hugging her body. The show ends 
with a scene in which Allie puts 
makeup on Stephanie's corpse at the 
morgue. 

All the compassion and empathy is 
really swell, but ... some of the things 
that are said and implied are not so 
nice. Allie says that Stephanie is very 
confused. She didn't seem confused 
to me. We are told that Stephanie has 
moved to the big city from Ohio, and 
she is all alone. Where are the trans­
gender support groups? The 
gay/bi/lesbian!fG community cen­
ters? It seems Stephanie exists in a 
vacuum where she hooks, then hangs 
out in her apartment and designs 
dresses. If you had to hook for a liv­
ing, and were offered a chance to 
avoid jail, and given a job, wouldn't 
you stay off the street? We're not 
given any compelling reason why she 
would go back. We're just presented 
with her going back and being killed. 

All in all the episode was a little 
too much bleeding heart liberal, and 
too little real attempt at understand­
ing. Viewers could too easily say, 
"Well, she went back out there 'cause 
she was confused, perverted, and had 
to have sex with men." Nah David, it 
don't play well out here where we 
live. 

If you saw the episode or just read 
about it here and want to comment, 
direct correspondence to Brett King, 
Program Director, Fox Broadcasting 
Company, P.O. Box 900, Beverly 
Hills, CA 90213, fax 310-369-1433. If 
you're really hot about it, copy your 
response to the show's producers 
(Ren Mar Studios) and Fox's parent 
company (News America). Contact: 
"Ally McBeal," Ren Mar Studios, 846 
N. Cahuenga Blvd., Bldg. A, 2nd 
Floor, Hollywood, CA 90038; Rupe1t 
Murdoch, Chair., News America 
Pub., Inc., 1211 Avenue of the 
Americas, New York, NY 10030, tel. 
212-852-7000. 

A Bird By Any Other ... 

A couple of years ago I mentioned 
TS singer Dana International in 
this column. She's the Israeli lady 
whose music has been approved for 
consumption by Orthodox Jews 
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because she is, in the eyes of the rab­
bis, still a man. The irony is that Or­
thodox Jews are not allowed to listen 
to women sing, but since Dana is not 
a woman to them, they can buy all of 
her CDs that they crave. What a planet! 

Now new controversy swirls 
around Ms. International since she 
was chosen to represent Israel in the 
1998 Eurovision Song Contest. 
Selection Committee Chair Gil 
Samsonov said that Dana's song, titled 
Diva , was "far and away the best" of 
the entti es from Israel. 

Of course, there are conservative 
elements, like Deputy Health 
Minister Rabbi Shlomo Ben-Izri, who 
think that Dana is an "abomination" 
in the eyes of the Lord, and that SRS 
is "worse than an act of sodomy." Hey 
Shlomo, after you have SRS you don't 
need to engage in sodomy. Lighten 
up, baby. 

Dana has been in show biz for 
seven years, and she's a knockout. She 
was born Yaron Cohen in Tel Aviv 
and undenvent gender reassignment 
in 1993. She sings in Arabic as well as 
in Hebrew, French and English. Her 
management claims she's sold a half­
million albums in Cairo alone. Of 
course, when her male fans can say, 
"But Rabbi, it's not a woman, it's 
Dana," no wonder she's selling like 
hot cakes. Ms. International told the 
Jerusalem Post , "People in Israel 
don't know what drag is, they don't 
know how to appreciate it - it is a 
very primitive country sometimes." 
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Good luck Dana. After she wins 
the contest we'll tell you about it here. 

Stuff At The End Of The Column 

Look out jetsetters! Just when you 
thought it was safe to head back to 
Merry Olde London town, Dame 
Edna returns. April sees the return 
of comedian Barry Humphries to 
hose and heels as Dame Edna 
Everage in a new show in the West 
End, called Edna: The Spectacle. 
Barry has probably been itching to 
get back into drag. He just did a year 
as Fagin in the UK production of 
Oliver. Can ya blame him if he needs 
a little glamma? Of course not, kit­
tens. 

Edna: The Spectacle no doubt 
makes good use of the fact that Dame 
Edna is known for her spectacular 
specs. I have visions of production 
numbers featuring giant glasses. 
Elton John will have to attend, and 
I'm sure a good time will be had by 
all. If I can get a good fare over the 
Internet, maybe I'll fly in for the 
show. It occurs to me that Dame 
Edna has been known to sing her 
heart out from time to time. If she 
has any original numbers lying 
around, perhaps she should enter the 
Eurovision contest and go up against 
Dana International? That way, no 
matter who wins, we're happy. 

Is it true? Yes, Shaquille O'Neal 
and Dolly Parton have one thing in 
common- they've both had breast 
reduction surgery. I guess it's tough to 
slam dunk when your boobs get in 
the way. That's what Dolly said. I 
don't know why Shag had his 

reduced. I did hear that Dennis 
Rodman wanted to know if he could 
use the leftovers. But seriously folks, 
ya don't want to have to wear a sports 
bra to work do you? OK, I forgot my 
audience. Maybe you do. 

What's the dish on Mick Jagger 
admitting a fondness for feminine 
attire? It seems this Rolling Stone 
took some time off the tour to do 
some film work in drag. Mick por­
trays a crossdressing homosexual in 
Nazi Germany. When asked how he 
liked the part, he said his characte~ 
wasn't the kind of girl you'd like to 
meet in a dark alley, but he said, "I 
always like dressing up like a girl." No 
word yet on the title or release date, 
but keep your eye on this space for 
further details . 

With that, this column winds down 
to a close. Don't forget, next month is 
the Swimsuit Issue. Get your last 
minute pictures in as soon as possible. 
Oops! I gotta get my swimsuit shot 
taken. Fire up the hot tub and clear 
the snow off the deck. See ya next 
month, my little space monkeys. 

This column is dedicated to the 
memory of my best friend, Jayne 
Marklin. Jayne passed away on 
November 22nd after a long struggle 
with cancer. She was the woman who 
made me the woman I am today, 
through herfashion advice, makeup 
help, andfeetJirmly-planted-on the­
.floor attitude. ("Sure, Angela is sooo 
heaut~fttl. ") I'll always miss he1~ God 
bless you ,Jayne. Please support the 
American Cancer Society or any A_ 
other cancer-related organization. 4!1 

Mon.-Thur.-Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tues. -Wed.-Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

215· 788-2857 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 



WSF Response ... 
about? A $15,000 loan guarantee! 

IFGE is going to be hurt by all 
this. Of this I have no doubt. Winslow 
Street will also be hurt. 

Will the harm be irreparable? I do 
not know. But I do know that the 
resources of the organizations in this 
community are paper thin, and we as 
a community cannot afford this type 
of name-calling and accusation. And 
anyone who does it should be held up 
to the light of day and have their 
motivation questioned. 

Right now IFGE and Winslow 
need your support as never before. So 
please support us with a kind word 
and possibly a check. Our address is 
P.O. Box 229 Waltham Ma.02154-
0229. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Abby Saypen, Chair 
Winslow Street Fund 

Renaissance News & Views, Vol.12, No. 1 

Judy Osborne Responds: 
Whew! Lots of "facts!" 
Whether IFGE took a loan or a 

"loan guarantee," the single fact 
remained that money was taken out 
of the \Vinslow Street stock account. 
That money must be paid back to the 
account or the account will be dimin­
ished. No loan papers or repayment 
schedule have been circulated to the 
community despite repeated 
requests. The curious logic, that says 
IFGE set a precedent by getting 
away undetected with borrowing 
from Winslow once earlier, offers no 
justification. 

Abby disputes one and only one 
item in my article, namely, that she 
tried to call me back and left a mes­
sage. I didn't get one. I continue to 
stand by everything I wrote, including 
that. 

IFGE has a tradition of operating 
in secrecy and shooting the messen­
ger whenever something that's not 

spun properly gets out into the com­
munity. Kerri Reeder, a Win~low 
Street trustee, was one of my sources 
for the article, though by no means 
my only source. Kerri disputes many 
of Abby's "facts." IFGE's new 
Executive Director, Nancy 
N angeroni, already has informed 
Kerri that "you cannot hope to con­
tinue as a WSF trustee after this." 
Abby's roasting of Kerri is still anoth­
er example of that same IFGE tradi­
tion, and it needs to stop immediate­
ly. IFGE should be, and in fact must 
become, openly accountable to the 
community which provides its sup­
port and its reason for being. 

It all boils down to one fact . IFGE 
promised not to use that money, and 
it broke its promise. Dallas Denny, a 
student of history, said it best: " . . .if 
IFGE doesn't like the W\VI that's 
currently raging, it should never have 
shot the Archduke Ferdinand." .A 

Patient Suit Over Sex Change 
By Raphael Lewi, 
Philadelphia Inquirer 

Correspondent 
Joseph Luther, now Rebecca 

Luther, said two therapists should 
have known it was too soon for 
surgery. 

Joseph Luther, a Collingdale man, 
walked into a vVisconsin clinic at 10 
a.m. on Nov. 3, 1992. Six days later, 
Rebecca Luther walked out. As "sex­
ual-reassignment'' surgery goes, the 
results were nearly flawless. Luther's 
male genitalia were gone, replaced 
with those of the opposite sex. 

There was, however, one problem: 
Luther said he still felt like a man. 
And he sued his psychologist and his 
psychiatrist, contending they should 
have realized he wasn't ready for the 
surgery. They denied his allegation. 

Last night, in what experts say is 
one of only a few cases of its kind in 
four decades of sex-change opera­
tions, a Delaware County jury decid­
ed Luther was partially right - but 

awarded him just $4,612 in damages. 
The jury, which heard five days of 

testimony in front of Common Pleas 
Court Judge Clement J. McGovern 
Jr., decided that some culpability for 
Luther's predicament lies with 
Luther's former psychologist, 
Suzanne L. Bralow of Philadelphia. 

Luther's lawyer argued to the jury 
that Bralow should have warned 
Luther's prospective surgeon that 
Luther was sometimes suicidal and 
had not done what specialists urge for 
any male sex-change candidate: live at 
least a year "full-time" as a woman 
before going through with surgery. 

Lawyer John Luchsinger also 
argued that Bralow should never have 
counseled Luther in the first place 
because she was not trained to deal 
with gender-identity disorders . "The 
most common-sensical conclusion in 
May of 1992 was for Dr. Bralow to 
say, '\Vait a minute, I'm in over my 
head here,' " Luchsinger said in his 
closing arguments yesterday. "But she 
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never did that." 
Bralow and her attorney, Frederic 

Rolling, argued that Bralow had 
referred Luther to a sexual-reassign­
ment program at Pennsylvania 
Hospital but that Luther had decided 
not to enroll. In addition, Bralow 
said, she had only treated Luther's 
depression and never for a moment 
suggested that she was an expert in 
gender-identity disorders . 

The award was tens of thousands 
of dollars less than what Luchsinger 
was seeking, the lawyer said. 

"I think it's a moral verdict," he 
said afterward. "I don't think it's 
appropriate monetarily. Clearly, the 
jury wasn't understanding the dam­
ages involved here." 

Luther, 40, who now lives in San 
Jose, Calif., showed little reaction to 
the verdict and left the courtroom 
without comment. 

The jury completely exonerated 

continued on page 10 
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Here we are entering 1998 - two 
or three years (depending on who you 
believe) from the millenium - and 
forward thinkers like myself recog­
nize that newsletters printed on hard 
copy are an anachronism. So I hought 
it would be fitting to begin this year's 
Vis a Vis as if written from an online 
chat room: 

SweetTart: \Vearing lace panties 
and a slip here. 

TV4U: Do you do guys? 
Wannabe: Anybody know where I 

can find size 13 sling backs? 
SweetTart: Wearing 6" heels from 

Fredericks here. 
TVChaser: Anyone got pix to 

send? 
TV4U: I like to do guys. 
Wannabe: Can anyone help a 

novice? 
TV4U: Wannabe, do you do guys? 
TVChaser: Got any pix, SweetTart? 
Regular Joe: Bunch of faggots. 
SweetTart: I might do a guy. 
RegularJoe: Let's go private, 

SweetTart. 
Wannabe: I just bought a pair of 

Silk Reflections pantyhose at 
WalMart. 

TV4U: I like lace top thigh highs 
from Victoria's Secret. 

NewGirl69: I look like Pamela Lee 
Anderson. 

SweetTart: Got any pix, N ewGirl? 
Wannabe: Send pix. 
TV4U: Do you do guys, NewGirl? 

Send pii:c. 
TVChaser: List me for pix. 

Okay, maybe this brave new world 
of online chat isn't the be-all and end­
all after all. If you've been in a chat 
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room, you recognize the above sam­
ple of time-wasting nonsense. But if 
on the off-chance you do look like 
Pamela Lee Anderson while sitting in 
front of your monitor ... send pix. 

ANOTHER ONE BITES THE 
DUST 

In the November issue of our own 
News & Views, Joann Roberts had an 
item in her "Hot Buzz" column about 
an emerging study to "determine the 
feasibility of combining the resources 
of several of the major [TC] organiza­
tions into one national umbrella orga­
nization." 

The study team \Vas to consist of 
members from IFGE, AEGIS, and 
Renaissance, with other organizations 
being consulted as the study pro­
gressed. Joann also stated that this 
effort would not likely evolve into a 
"merger." In last month's December 
issue of News & Views, JoAnn 
announced that the study was "dead," 
after what was seen as foot-dragging 
on the part of the IFGE board. 

Elsewhere in our December issue 
was printed a letter, authored by Lee 
Etscovitz, informing the other parties 
to the discussion that we would not 
be participating in the planned tele­
conference call to discuss the "merger 
possibility." Lee signed the letter as 
"Renaissance Merger Committee 
Representative." 

Three things came to mind as I 
read this development: 1) that Joann 
had said in November that the pro­
ject was not a merger of the groups 
but simply a "study" to consider a 
separate umbrella organization; 2) the 
committee formed by our own board 
apparently was referring to the pro­
ject as a "merger," hence Lee's ad hoc 
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title; and 3) the unsurprisingly rapid 
elf-destruction of a transgender com­
munity master plan. 

I wouldn't have had any strong 
opposition to the concept of a merger 
of our group with other strong groups 
to.create a larger, more powerful 
national presence. Although the 
blame for demise of this idea seemed 
to be laid at the feet of IFGE, it also 
seems that Renaissance did not really 
have a clear idea what we were par­
ticipating in, since Joann had said it 
wasn't a merger, but our study group 
was called a "Merger Committee." 

And finally, this is another inexplic­
able community controversy involving 
IFGE. When I think back on the sev­
eral instances where IFGE has alien­
ated local groups and its own man­
agement members through misman­
agement of communications and 
funds, I wonder if it isn't time for 
IFGE to "lead, follow, or get out of 
the way." 

COMING OUT ... MAYBE 
There were two articles related to 

coming out" to co-workers in recent 
newsletters. Melanie Yarborough had 
a short piece, titled, "The Great 
Halloween Debate," which appeared 
in the October issue of the eflections 
Newsletter of the Neutral Corner 
group in San Diego, California. 

Melanie dealt with the great temp­
tation we have all felt to use the cover 
of the Halloween holiday to reveal 
ourselves to co-workers by wearing 
our "costumes" to the workplace. 
Melanie pointed out a few pitfalls of 
doing so, particularly if you don't real­
ly wish to "come out" as a true cross­
dresser. 

While it may seem like a harmless 
yet exciting way to finally show your 
colors to co-workers, there are a few 
things to bear in mind before baring 
one's inner self, however much you 
might wish to make it appear to be 
simply a Halloween disguise. She 
cautions anyone considering such a 
lark to remember that observant co­
workers may put "two and t\lvo 

together." 
If one looks a little too good in 

drag, or if one has naturally long hair, 



or pierced ears, or has supported gay 
rights in lunch table conversations, 
sharp-eyed friends may be able to 
discern that Halloween may not be 
the only time of year you don the girl­
ish mufti. 

If one wishes to come part way out 
by planting the seed that you may be 
a crossdresser, then Halloween dress­
up may be a good idea. If however, 
you simply wish to take the opportu­
nity to strut your stuff without neces­
sarily revealing your true feelings 
about drag, then it should be consid­
ered carefully before doing some­
thing brash that you may never live 
down. 

Juana Smith, the spouse of a cross­
dressing partner in San Francisco's 
ETVC group, wrote an article, titled 
"Pronouns, or a Story About Coming 
Out," that appeared in their Channel 
newsletter's November-December 
issue. Juana told her readers that she 
is beginning to feel stifled by not 
being able to tell any of her co-work­
ers how she spends much of her free 
time in activites with ETVC (she's an 
active member and officer of the 
group along with her spouse, 
Veronica). 

This is a sentiment with which 
many of us can relate. 'i\Te are proud 
of our participation in our groups, yet 
it is not something that can be freely 
spoken of because of the secret 
nature of our crossdressing. Juana 
found an interesting compromise 
position by letting it be known-when 
asked-that she volunteers her time in 
a transgender support group. 

This is a strategy that can work for 
a spouse, although it effectively "outs" 
the crossdressing partner. But Juana 
has now found a way to share her 
experiences with co-workers, giving 
her an outlet to relate her volunteer 
activities with ETVC in the same way 
that others might relate their 
extracurricular work in other organi­
zations. 

With ETVC being the socially 
active group it is, I'll wager that her 
lunch table conversations are a tad 
more exciting than her co-workers' 
stories of their kids' soccer matches. 
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IT ONLY TAKES A MINUTE, 
GIRL 

The Seahorse Magazine, published 
by the Seahorse group down under in 
New South Wales, Australia, printed 
an article by Wendi Pierce titled, The 
Mechanics of Gender Perception." 
The original article carried a 1990 
copyright and one can only suppose 
that the distance of 20, 000 miles pre­
vented it from being published earlier 
by our Aussie sisters. The article is 
long and very exhaustive in its treat­
ment of how gender signals are per­
ceived by others. 

The author mentions that the abili­
ty to discern gender differences has 
been identified even in infants. 
Although it isn't actually stated, the 
implication is that perception of gen­
der difference is a human instinctual 
trait. vVendi refers to a "gender tem­
plate" that includes all the stereotypi­
cal physical characteristics of mascu­
line and feminine behavior. 

An individual perceiving another 
individual measures the other party 
against this imprinted template to 
determine whether the person is 
male or female . The scary thing about 
this template theory is that the mea­
surement is almost instantaneous 
upon sight of the other person. 

Physical characteristics, such as 
size and general outward appearance 
play a major part, but just as impor­
tant are more subtle physical behav­
iors, such as "how one occupies 
space" and "overcompensation." In 
other words, body language also plays 
a role in the measurement against the 
natural template of gender. 

If one does not match the tem­
plate of obvious and subtle gender 
factors , "the war will be lost in mil­
liseconds," according to Wendi. 
This points up the great fallacy about 
"passing" as the other gender. In the 
first few seconds of observation, most 
of us are dead giveaways. 

At best, you can confuse the other 
person's immediate perception 
through careful artifice, but the ruse 
will only succeed until the other party 
has time enough to weigh the dozens 
of factors that separate the girls from 
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the boys. Therefore, instances of 
"passing" are not so much a total suc­
cess of "illusion" as they are of "con­
fusion." 

TV'S MOST EMBARRASSING 
MOMENTS 

The November issue of the FEM 
newsletter of the Phi Epsilon Mu 
chapter ofTri-Ess in Winter Park, 
Florida carried a few contributions by 
members concerning their most 
embarrassing moments in drag. 

Among the stories were member 
Gina's account of a shopping expedi­
tion with her wife. Although not 
crossdressed while they were shop­
ping, inside the store her spouse kept 
referring to Gina by her femme 
name. Another member,Betsy, told 
her story of being caught in her. sis­
ter's clothing when the family came 
home unexpectedly. 

That's one that most of us have 
lived through, one way or another, in 
pursuit of our feminine muse. 
In another instance, Kelly relates a 
story that took place right here in 

. Philadelphia when Renaissance host­
ed the IFGE convention in 1993. 
While crossdressed she locked her 
room key behind her and had to rely 
on the front desk and security person­
nel to ler back in. 

I'm sure we all have our own 
embarrassing moments. I certainly 
have mine. But there is something 
about these moments that remain 
with us as triumphs long after the red 
has left our faces. Oftentimes, such 
moments are among our most prized 
memories of being crossdressed. 
Perhaps it is because we reveal our­
selves to the world in those moments. 

We suddenly find ourselves part of 
the fabric of society, no matter if it is 
frightfully silly at the time. And that is 
something we all secretly wish for 
when we venture forth into the public 
arena. 

A MODEST PROPOSAL 
Despite the seeming increase in 

acceptance of crossdressing in society, 
many of our community support 
groups are experiencing trying times 

continued on page 1.5 
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Guilt, Shame and Secretiveness 
In talking with many transgender 

individuals-TSs, TVs, drag queens, 
etc.-in my role as therapist, I have 
wondered what common factors 
might exist in the backgrounds of 
these individuals. Of course, I found 
no similarity in social class, education, 
religious orthodoxy, or ethnicity. Nor 
have I found any in patterns of child 
rearing, birth order or the marital 
relationship of parents. 

I did note that cross-gendered 
male children who demonstrated 
effeminate behavior had poorer rela­
tionships with their fathers, were 
rejected by their peers and were gen­
erally unhappier. However, boys who 
did not behave effeminately reported 
being accepted in family and social 
situations. Interestingly, girls who 
demonstrated masculine interests did 
not describe being discriminated 
against as were their effeminate male 
counterparts. So, was there to be no 

Sex Change ... 
Luther's former psychiatrist, Steven 
Secunda of Springfield, Delaware 
County. James P. Kilcoyne, Secunda's 
attorney, argued that his client "had 
nothing to do with this case and 
should never have been sued." 

Take Note: 
As already announced, our organi­

zational name is now Renaissance 
Transgender Association, Inc. 
However, all mailings will only use 
the name "Renaissance" in the return 
address. 

common experience that young cross­
genders shared that set them apart 
from their peers? 

The one commonality reported in 
the early development of a majority 
of TC adults are feelings of guilt and 
shame and the concomitant behavior 
of secretiveness. This is understand­
able in the effeminate boy who 
endures ridicule and rejection. But it 
occurs also in the cross-gendered 
child whose behavior either attracts 
no special attention or the FTM girl 
who is valued for her male-identified 
qualities. 

Even these children, when seeking 
treatment as adults, report having felt 
guilt and shame . At various ages, 
whenever they become aware of their 
gender differences, their response is 
consistent. Not one client has report­
ed feeling good about wishing to be 
the other sex or desiring to dress in 
clothes or play with toys associated 

Secunda, like Bralow, had written 
to Luther's surgeon before the opera­
tion but _only saw Luther five times in 
the span of a year. Luther had 
stopped going to Secunda for therapy 
seven months before the surgery. 

While experts say sex-change can­
didates need to try living as the other 
sex for at least a year and get approval 

The word "transgender" will not 
appear. For the time being, we will 
continue to use up our current supply 
of envelopes showing "Renaissance 
Education Association." 

Save this date: On Friday 
evening, January 23, 1998, at The 
Lesbian & Gay Community Services 
Center at 208 West 13th Street, New 
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with the opposite gender. Even those 
who do not engage in behaviors that 
elicit negative response from others 
seem to have an internal sense that 
they should be happy being the boy 
or girl they were born to be. 

This ambiguity must indeed be dif­
ficult for youngsters. That drive to 
be themselves, which brings them 
comfort and satisfaction, also causes 
them terrible distress in the form of 
shame and guilt. Shame is the result 
of feelings of inadequacy; guilt arises 
from believing one is bad. Both 
behaviors cause children and adults 
to become secretive in an effort to 
prevent others from learning what 
they know of themselves. 

Because gender is so pervasive in 
one's development, the TC person 
becomes increasingly secretive about 
more and more aspects of his/her 
life-from one's favorite color, to 
hobbies, career choices, dreams for 
the future, etc. By the time the TC 
adult seeks therapy voluntarily, he/she 
often describes a life marked by social 
isolation and low self-esteem. 

Next month I will write about 
approaches in working with gender­
questioning youth. Are cross-gender 
behaviors a mental disorder? 
Can/should they be treated in thera-
py? What outcomes should be }l_ 
sought? 8 

from a specially trained gender-disor­
der psychologist as well as a psychia­
trist, no laws require such steps. 

"This is a very sad case," said Carol 
Cobb-Nettleton, a gender-identity­
disorder specialist who testified that 
she had attempted to dissuade Luther 
from undergoing the procedure. il_ 
"It's a tragedy." 8 

York City, the Gender Identity 
Project will present They Lived It 
OUT. This presentation will be a 
night to remember and honor all peo­
ple of transgender experience who 
have died from AIDS, illness, suicide, 
violence, addictions and old age. 

For further information, call 
212-620-7310. 
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Resolution Or Revolution 
by Vanessa Kaye 
Life is found through living. There 

are no secrets that anyone can give 
you to help you along the way, and 
there are few, if any, absolute truths 
that will apply to all situations. What 
works for some people may not work 
for you. 

When I was living and working in 
Japan, a very close friend of mine 
used to say to me, 'The world is not 
simply black and white. It is an infi­
nite number of shades of gray." At the 
time, I was younger, a bit more ideal­
istic, and much less experienced. I 
didn't agree with him then, but I do 
now. \Vithout his knowing it, he 
described the transgender experience 
quite well. 

Linda and I are constantly receiv­
ing letters and calls for help from 
crossdressers, transsexuals and part­
ners. All of them are asking us to 
"give them the answer" that will make 
the pain, hurt, frustration, anger and 
guilt go away. Of course, that is 
impossible. Each of us, no matter 
what our demons may be, must face 
them on our own. 

My son, who is five years old, is 
extremely precious to me. I constant­
ly worry about his safety and wish 
that I could protect him from all of 
the physical and emotional dangers 
that exist in the world. No matter 
how clearly I tell him that something 
is dangerous or might hurt him, he 
has an inner need to experience the 
consequences on his own. 

If, for example, I tell him that he 
shouldn't touch something because it 
is hot, he is unconvinced. As soon as I 
turn my back, he touches the object 
in question and learns the facts. 
\Vhile I cannot prevent him from 
exploring his universe, which is his 
"job," I am there to kiss the burn and 
make it better. That is what dads do. 
And it is also what friends do. 

Even though it sometimes pains 
me to witness my son experiencing 
his world, I am, at the same time, 
proud of his determination to explore 
and learn. This childlike outlook, 
which is natural for young people, is 
what many of us lack as adults. It is a 
sad loss and something that we 
should all try to regain. 

At New Year's, it is traditional, 
albeit meaningless, for many people 
to make resolutions concerning their 
lives. A great number of these resolu­
tions have a limited life, and then 
people return to their former ways. 
Rather than making resolutions about 
modest changes in behavior, what if 
one decided upon a "revolution" in 
his or her life? 

Can a person "change?" Is it possi­
ble to become the individual that you 
wish to be? \Vould you be surprised if 
I were to say, "No, you cannot 
change." It is very much like the 
humorous remark we have all heard 
before, "No matter where you go, 
there you are." That's exactly my 
point. No matter how hard you try to 
be someone other than yourself, you 

will always be you. You cannot 
become someone or something you 
are not. However, you can become 
the person that is inside of you. 

Despite the great number of per­
sons living in the world, all are indi­
viduals. Each has his or her own spe­
cial talents, interests, hopes, desires 
and dreams. Trying to fit into a black 
and white world, or conforming to 
one of a few accepted types, is a vio­
lation of our inner nature. Living a 
life of denying your inner-self is the 
real deviant behavior. Attempting to 
be the person whq others will accept, 
rather than the person you are, is 
what is unnatural. 

It is clear that many gender-gifted 
persons and their spouses/partners 
are unhappy. It is well understood 
that they want change. What is the 
right "change?" Only the persons con­
cerned can answer that question. As I 
stated in the beginning, "Truth is 
found through living." There isn't a 
right answer, there isn't a wrong 
answer. 

There is, however, "an" answer. If 
you want transformation in your life, 
or in a relationship, you need to make 
it happen. Those who fail to accept 
the need for a peaceful change make 
a violent revolution inevitable, 
whether this change be in your own 
life or in a relationship. 

Living, true living, is dynamic; it is 
ever-changing and ever-flowing, much 

continued on page 14 
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Hot 49 Buzz 
..JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

"All the problems 
settled if people were only willing to 
think. The trouble is that people very 
often resort to all sorts of devices in 
order not to think, because thinking is 
such hard work." 

- Thomas J. Watson 

It would seem that Watson hit the nail 
on the head in regard to the Winslow 
Street Fund (WSF) "loan" of $15,000 
to the International Foundation for 
Gender Education (IFGE). One has 
to wonder, "What were the WSF 
trustees thinking?" People are most 
upset over the violation of trust the 
community invested in the WSF. They 
promised never to use the principle for 
IFGE operations. And, amazingly, 
except for the trustee, Kerri Reeder, 
who blew the whistle, the WSF doesn't 
seem to understand how it broke that 
trust. Most folks are saying they'll not 
give the WSF any more money. The 
post-loan recriminations are hysterical. 
Reading the email flying back and forth 
is like reading The Gang That 
Couldn't Shoot Straight. The most sur­
prising revelation was that the WSF is 
not a separate trust fund as everyone 
assumed. That means the WSF is an 
asset of IFGE. If IFGE goes down the 
tubes, the WSF goes with it. That's how 
both IFGE and WSF justified the loan. 
Like most things IFGE has done in the 

past, it did what was expedient rather 
than set up the WSF correctly. 

One thing I think should happen imme­
diately is for Abby Saypen and Laura 
Caldwell to resign from both the WSF 
and IFGE boards. This mess is their 
doing. Saypen is the chair of the WSF 
trustees and a member of the IFGE 
Executive Committee. Caldwell is the 
treasurer for both IFGE and WSF. 
Their participation on the WSF board is 
a conflict of interest for IFGE. Had any 
other organization asked for a $15,000 
loan, it would have been turned down. 
My own opinion survey says IFGE has 
seriously damaged its ability to raise 
future money. The one bright spot in 
this mess is IFGE's Executive Director, 
Nancy Nangeroni. For once, I don't 
mind eating a little crow. I had won­
dered if she was up to the managerial 
requirements of her job. Nangeroni has 
kept a cool head throughout this crisis . 
According to insiders, Nangeroni is the 
first Executive Director in years willing 
to make the really tough decisions about the 
future ofIFGE. Maybe she can pull them out 
of their 4-year tail spin. 

I worry about the spill-over effect 
IFGE's financial woes will have on the 
rest of our community's organizations. 
For example, last year when 
Renaissance asked for donations, some 
people asked if the organization was 
going to become " ... like IFGE, always 
asking for money .. . " Renaissance, Tri-
Ess, AEGIS, FtM International, 
American Boyz, and ICTLEP all 
depend, to varying degrees, on dona­
tions. Please remember all the good 
works these organizations do and try to 
send them a little something. From $5 
to $5000 will be greatly appreciated . 

My eye was caught by the headline, 
"Transsexual Sues Therapist," in the 
Sunday paper local news section. The 
news item was written very matter of 
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factly. A post-op MtF transsexual sued 
her former therapist and psychiatrist 
because she had reassignment surgery, 
in her words, "too soon." When I read 
stuff like that it makes me ill. This per­
son refused to take responsibility for 
her own actions and now wants others 
to pay, literally, for her mistake. 
Interestingly, neither the psychologist 
nor the psychiatrist actually approved 
her for surgery. Nor did the person 
complete a "real life test." It was pretty 
clear from the article that she had cir­
cumvented the Benjamin Standards in 
one way or another. But the jury must 
have felt sorry for her because it award­
ed her a little over $4,000. She had sued 
for tens of thousands of dollars. If I had been 
on the jury, I'd have argued instead for her to 
pay the two counselors. 

We focus pretty intently on MtF issues 
because, until recently, MtF TVs and 
TSs made up the "known" TG universe. 
Well , we know differently now. Our 
FtM brothers are out there doing, 
working and struggling just as we did, 
maybe even harder. One thing is for 
sure. Once we added FtM to the mix, 
people started to take the transgender 
community seriously. Phyllis Frye 
(ICTLEP) says they blow away all the 
old stereotypes about transgendered 
people. So how do you find out more 
about FtM people? You couldn't make a 
better start than by attending The True 
Spirit Conference on FtM Issues, 
February 20 - 22, 1998, in Laurel, Md. 
Contact Gary Bowen, coordinator for 
the American Boyz, PO Box 11 18, 
Elkton, MD, 21922-1118, or send 
email to: <transman@netgsi.com>. 

I'm pleased to announce the 1998 Fall 
Paradise In The Poconos, Sept. 24 -
27, will go on as scheduled. It was 
touch and go there for a while. Bill, the 
owner of the Pines Resort where we 
hold our event, was thinking of selling 
the place, and we were looking for a 



Hot•Buzz 
new venue. But he called me just 
recently to tell me that the Pines will 
stay open and that he's looking forward 
to our group. In fact, he's going to focus 
on alternative lifestyle group weekends 
like mine. If you're looking for a great 
place to hold a small to medium sized 
event (50 to 100 people), get in touch 
with Bill at 717-595-7172. The food is 
fabulous! 

Sometimes it's hard to see the forest for 
the trees. Many organizations don't 
seem to know they can get free web 
space to promote their organization on 
the Internet. The TG Forum's 
Community Center is home to many 
of the community's organizations, 
including Renaissance, IFGE, 
Tennessee Vais, ETVC, GenderPAC and 
many more. If your organization would 
like to host its own web page for free, 
just drop me a line and we'll get you set 
up. We're open to hosting GLBT com­
munity centers as well. 

It will be most interesting to see how 
the Supreme Court handles a same­
sex harassment case that will come 
before it this Spring. A male worker on 
an oil rig claims he was sexually 
harassed by his supervisor, also a 
male. A local district court said the 
harassment didn't violate federal law if 
it was between two males. That just 
doesn't seem to make any sense to me 
and it didn't to the victim and his 
lawyer, so they took it to the Supremes. 
Apparently, the object of the harass­
ment wasn't masculine enough for the 
supervisor who grabbed the man's 
crotch and made lewd remarks to him. 
When the victim complained about the 
harassment, he was fired. What will be 
interesting will be how the Court defines sex­
ual harassment in same-sex situations. It may 
come down to recognizing that gender pre­
sentation and gender role needs to be ptUected 
in~ workpla:e. 

This comes under the "we-already­
knew-that" category. According to a 
blurb published in a recent Playboy 
magazine, 25% of 5000 men in a 
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British survey said they crossdressed at 
sometime in their lives, and 8% said 
they do it at least once a week. This is 
news? 

The X-Files have a gillian fans, and if 
you'd seen the x-tremely erotic Gillian 
Anderson in the December issue of 
Allure magazine, you'd know why. LA 
Photog David LaChapelle snapped our 
x-girl in a black leather tube dress and 
in a red hot polyester tube dress, both 
of which show off an x-shaped figure 
and boobs we rarely get to see on the 
boob-tube. LaChapelle says Anderson 
is much sexier than she is on the show. 

I've been hearing a bit of a buzz about 
my recent purchase of a 1967 Corvette. 
Some people are scandalized that I can 
afford such an "extravagant" vehicle. I 
think they're just jealous. Besides, it's 
called creative finance . Anyone with a 
good credit rating can do it. It's also my 
fifth Corvette. I sold my '65 convert­
ible in 1985, and I've regretted it ever 
since. My goal is to own both a '57 and 
a '67. Meanwhile, I'm planning a spe­
cial photo layout in a future issue of 
LadyLike called Hot Rods. I want pic­
tures of transgendered people and their 
cars, preferably sports cars. Send the pix 
to me care of Lady Like Magazine, PO Box 
61263, King of Prussia, Pa., 19406. 

The December issue of Glamour mag­
azine handed out hosiery awards. They 
had real women test 177 pairs (55 dif­
ferent kinds) of hose and here are the 
results ... Longest Lasting Sheer: Hanes 
Resilience Strong & Sheer, $6.50 ... 
Most Natural Nude: Donna Karan The 
Nudes, $13.50 ... Sexiest: Victoria's 
Secret Couture Collection Fishnets, 
$12 ... Best Supermarket Brand: L'eggs 
Sheer Comfort, $4.99 ... Best Mail Order 
Buy: Victoria's Secret Glamour Sheers, 
$7.50 ... Best Technical Development (& 
most expensive): Wolford Fatal Opaque 
(totally seamless), $45. 

So I went to see Midnight In The 
Garden of Good and Evil. I have to say 
the Lady Chablis handled herself very 
well for an semiprofessional. (It would­
n't be quite right calling a female 
impersonator an "amat<:<ur.") What was 
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interesting, though, was how much of 
Chablis they put into the movie. John 
Berendt's best selling book is about 
Savannah and the people living there, 
and it eventually leads up to Jim 
William's murder trial. Naturally, 
Chablis is a part of the "color" of the 
city. However, the movie focuses on the 
murder trial, and Chablis could have 
been excluded with no loss to the story. 
Actually, the A&E network did a spe­
cial, called Midnight In Savannah, that 
tells the story almost as well as the 
movie and gives much more insight 
into the various characters involved. 
Nevertheless, Chablis is another trans­
gendered character in a film we can add 
to our list of positive models. Oh, and 
Chablis says she's sold the movie rights 
to her own autobiography, Hiding My 
Candy, and expects to be playing her­
self again. Chablis, honey, you ain't no 
spring chicken. By the time they get 
around to actually doin' this film, you better 
want some fresh queen to play you, girl! 

Looking for a little something to pump 
up your glam look for the winter sea­
son? Try these tricks ... Individual eye 
lashes for the most natural looking 
lashes (takes a bit of time) . Look for 11-
Makiage Individual Lashes ... For that 
just-spent-a week-on-the-beach look, 
try a bronzer ... Change the color of 
your eyes with Wesley Jessen 
FreshLook disposable contacts ... 
Dragon Lady nails are "in" again. Look 
for salon-style tips ... Fake lashes in 
goofy colors ... And last but not least, a 
beauty mark. 

The stiletto is still the "in" shoe for the 
fashion conscious. Wearing 4-inch 
spikes can cause a serious inflamma­
tion called plantar fasciitis, character­
ized by a dull ache in the heels, balls of 
the feet, and arches. The cure is a sili­
cone heel cup, some ibuprofen, and 
foot baths. But one can wear these tot­
tering towers without a problem if the 
fit is good and you limit the amount of 
time you wear them. 

So, those are my opinions, but, hey, 
what do I know? Comments? Write me, 
care of this publication, or send email to 
<CyberQueen@cdspub.com>. 



Resolution ... 
like a river. If you have spent the past 
building a dam to stop or alter your 
life's flow, this is the time to make a 
change. This year, unlike those of the 
past, there will be no "resolutions." 
Rather, there will be a "revolution." 
No longer will the dam be maintained 
or built ever higher. This year it will 
be demolished. Unlike the years of 
the past, there will be no more denial 
of your inner-self. This applies not 
only to the transgendered but to the 
partner as well. 

The beauty of the rose is that it is 
what it is without trying to be some­
thing else. You cannot be someone 
you are not, but you can strive to 
realize the wonderful person that 
lives within you. This year, discov- A_ 
er your own shade of gray. 4!1 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

• • • • • • ALTERATIONS: Get that dress to fit the way it 
should, buy the size for proper fit in the shoulders 
and I'll take in the waist and hips to fit your figure the 
way it was meant to fit. 10% discount to 
Renaissance members. Call Lisa at 610-838-7485. 

• • • • • • 
LEGAL NAME CHANGE for under $200! Why pay 
an attorney up to $1000 when you can represent 
yourself and save hundreds? I'll supply all the nec­
essary forms, ready to file, and instructions for 
$50.00. Renaissance members pay only $35.00. 
Call Lisa at 610-838-7485. 

• • • • • • 
Egyptian papyrus & papyrus notebooks. Necklaces, 
earrings, keychains in Egyptian & Pharonic style. 
Contact Dr. W. Lofty, PO Box 358, Embaba, 12411, 
Giza-Egypt. 
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The Story of John/Joan 
From AEGIS Internet News, 

December 8, 1997 
The December 11 Rolling Stone 

features the most extensive article yet 
in mainstream media regarding inter­
sex issues and, specifically, the story 
of "John/Joan," the male infant who 
doctors turned surgically into a girl 25 
years ago. The case set a precedent 
for sex reassignment as the standard 
treatment for thousands of newborns 
with similarly injured, or irregular, 
genitals. It also became a touchstone 
for the feminist movement in the 
1970's, when it was cited as proof that 
the gender gap is purely a result of 
social conditioning, not biology. 

For Dr. John Money, the medical 
psychologist who was the architect of 
the experiment, the case was to be 
the most publicly celebrated triumph 
of a 40-year career that recently 
earned him the accolade, "one of the 
greatest sex researchers of the centu­
ry." "But the experiment was a fail­
ure," author John Colapinto writes. 
The article goes into the family of 
"John/Joan," and also the history of 
the ego, ambition and ideology of Dr. 
Money. It recounts the hostility 
Money had to Joan when she, as a 
child, resisted attempts to make her a 
"normal" girl. Colapinto also reveals 
how Money glossed over profound 

contradictions in his published 
reports on the case, including Joan's 
repeated insistence that she did not 
see herself as a girl, and her total hos­
tility towards Dr. Money as the years 
wore on. 

As soon as Joan was told what had 
happened to her, "her decision to 
undergo a sex change was immedi­
ate," Colapinto says, "and eventually 
Joan became John." The author 
explains that John agreed to work 
with Dr. Milton Diamond on a recent 
report which would call into question 
the value of intersex infant surgeries 
and how gender and sexual orienta­
tions are developed: "[When] John 
learned about his fame in the medical 
literature and how his reportedly suc­
cessful switch from girl to boy stood 
as the precedent upon which thou­
sands of sex reassignments had since 
been performed, that was good 
enough for John." 

Finally, the author gives an excel­
lent assessment of the work of the 
Intersex Society of North America 
(ISNA) and the push of intersex peo­
ple for dignity, freedom from 
enforced sex reassignment, and for 
the "end of the idea that it's mon-
strous to be different," according to 
ISNA Director Cheryl Chase. 

Please Note: 

The contents of this newsletter are rnpyrightl•d. If you want to rl•print an article you see 

here, please contall the editor for 1wrmission. Must likely, we'll say "Yl•s" hut you do 

have to ask us first. 

Alexandra llictoria 
~Rey{ine SeRvices L.c.O. 

Professional Makeup .Artist/Consultant 

Pager: (215) 658-3774 

Makeup Classes • Shopping • Wig Styling 
Full Skin Care & Cosmetic Line 

A caring, discrete non-sexual environment 
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Traditional Photography 
Scanning Services 

Photo Quality Printing 
Digital Photo Enhancement 

Web Page Design 

Phone: (773) 735-9906 
Email: gryln@concentric.net 

Web Site: www.concentric.net/-gryln/ 
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Vis A Vis ... 
in both membership counts and 
financial support. Oddly enough, 
there is a parallel to our community's 
travails in the world of professional 
athletics. 

Even though professional sports 
franchises have been and continue to 
be one of the most surefire invest­
ments, owners of these same fran­
chises are crying poor mouth to any­
one who will listen. The strategy of 
choice is to threaten to move the 
franchise to a greener pasture where 
the municipality will build them a 
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new stadium with a sweetheart lease 
giving them greater superbox and 
concession revenue. 

The next favorite strategy is to re­
design the team uniform to increase 
their marketing revenues by making 
everyone go out and buy new team 
shirts, caps, and beer coolers. I don't 
see any reason why we can't make 
this same strategy work for the trans­
gender community. 

In the 90's-and certainly in the 
new century-no self-respecting met­
ropolitan area wants to be without a 
crossdressers' support group. If a 
group needs a new meeting place, 
play the old trump card and threaten 

to move unless we get a "state of the 
art facility" (that's an important buzz­
word to use in these types of negotia­
tions). 

If the home city seems to be drag­
ging its feet, put on a dog and pony 
show and shop the group around to 
other municipalities aching to break 
into the major leagues of compulsive 
behavioral disorders. It worked for 
the Oakland Raiders. Twice. No rea­
son why it wouldn't work for us. As 
for brand marketing tie-ins: is there 
any activity more custom-made for a 
big bucks "shoe deal" than crossdress­
ing? 

It may be far from summer, but the time 
is near for News & Views annual Swimsuit 
Issue! Send us your best photos by January 
1 Oth for our fabulous pictorial next month! 

ga :§arf rfess & !lf egaDrf. .. 
Transformed and transfixed! That's what you will be after visiting with 

Ms. Lynda at CDtips. We offer in-house transformations, personalized 

shopping, wardrobe selection and consultation, feminine 

comportment instruction, glamour makeup application, 

manicures, pedicures, full epilation, and more. 

Ms. Lynda is the premeire makeover artist in the 

greater Philadelphia area and works with J oAnn 

Roberts at her Paradise In The Poconos weekend. 

Call or email now for rates and information: 
CDtips@aol.com or 215-878-3383 

http://~.tgfmall.com/cdtp/cdtp.html 
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Ginny Knuth (1934-1997) 
by Jamie Fenton 
The gender community mourns 

the passing of Ginny Knuth, a dedi­
cated volunteer active in ETVC, 
IFGE, and the Significant-Other 
Support groups. 

Ginny died of natural causes on 
November 23 at home in San Fran­
cisco after a lengthy illness. Ginny 
gave so much of herself to us that we 
named ETVC's highest service award 
after her. She earned international 
recognition as well; in 1994 IFGE 
honored her with a Trinity Award. 

Ginny was born in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 1934. Her first 40 years 
included a marriage and a business 
career in the Midwest. After a divorce 
she spent time in Los Angeles, New 
York, and San Francisco, where a suc­
cession of friends introduced her to 
the gay community. Always heavy, 
Ginny had a poor self-image that 
these gentlemen encouraged her to 
improve. Like many women with 
close gay friends, she despaired of 
finding a straight lover with the same 
endearing qualities. 

Ginny then met Don, a straight 
man who seemed special. After dat­
ing for a year filled with dread and 
trepidation, Don disclosed his trans­
vestism and introduced Ginny to his 
alter-ego, Nancy Ann Martine. To 
Nancy Ann's relief, Ginny gave her a 
scarf to help cover her beard when 
she goes out. Nancy Ann then went 
to the Dream convention in 1983 and 
discovered ETVC. 

Next month, Nancy Ann and 
Ginny visited the 1983 ETVC 

Halloween Social. Drawn into the 
group, Nancy Ann and Ginny were 
elected to the Social Committee, and 
then later Nancy Ann was elected 
Treasurer. Ginny served for many 
years as our office administrator. 

Ginny's struggles to understand 
and accept Nancy Ann lead her to 
involvement with the Significant­
Others Support Group and a long­
running column in the ETVC News­
letter: "Ginny's Tales from the Other 
Side." Over the years, Ginny helped 
organize the ETVC Library and 
archives, the production and publica­
tion of the newsletter, the monthly 
Poker Social, and numerous social 
events and meetings. 

After winning the Member of the 
Year Award several times in a row, it 
was decided to name it in her honor 
(partly to give others a chance to win 
it, too). Ginny served for countless 
hours on the ETVC hot line and was 
the first friendly soul that thousands 
of us encountered in our journeys out 
of the closet. She was always available 
for wives and girlfriends who were 
puzzled, upset, or curious about their 
gender-variant husbands and 
answered calls and correspondence 
from around the world. 

Ginny's ties with the gay communi­
ty in San Francisco has lead to years 
of cooperation with the Imperial 
Court system, involvement in GLBT 
events, and the remarkably harmo­
nious relationship that the San Fran­
cisco gender community enjoys with 
the local gay and lesbian groups. 
Sadly, many of Ginny's gay friends 

were lost to AIDS, and she gave 
much of herself in the battle against 
HIV 

A diabetic, Ginny's health began to 
fail in 1992. Despite this, she main­
tained a busy schedule with ETVC 
until the summer of 1997. While for­
eseen, her passing has brought much 
sadness to the Bay Area and to the 
larger transgender community. 
Ginny's life shows us how someone 
with a kind heart and a willingness to 
get involved can do so much to make 
the world better. 

Ginny's contributions are summa­
rized well in the 1994 Trinity Awards 
Ceremony program: "Ginny Knuth: A 
long-standing advisor to, and advcate 
of, the transgender community, Ginny 
has contributed notably in her associ­
ation with the Educational TV 
Channel of San Francisco. Through 
the years she has contributed a huge 
amount to that organization's growth. 
She initiated and strengthened the 
bonds between the transgendered 
community and the gay/lesbian com­
munity in San Francisco. In all her 
efforts and involvements through the 
years, we appreciate that her prime 
motive has been her great love for us 
all." 

We particularly wish to extend our 
sympathy and condolences to Nancy 
Ann Martine, who was faithfully de­
voted to Ginny until the end. Anyone 
who wishes to express their condo­
lences may do so by sending a card to 
Nancy Ann Martine, 2478 28th Ave., 
San Francisco, CA 94116. A 

T Dr. A. S. Nubel T " ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 
I can help you through it. " 

.t-1 

Psychotherapist 
Specialized in Treatment 

of Gender Indentity Disorders (TV/TS) 
Individuals 

683 Donald Dr. N 
Bridgewater, NJ 08870 

Marriage & Family 
Groups 

Insurance Accepted 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax: (908) 722-0666 

Jen ell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, PA 19013 610-872-2091 
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Planning For Lobby Days 1998 
by Dana Priesing 
In an effort to plan ahead & 

improve the event (Lobby Days 
1998), we've been doing some pre­
liminary thinking & outreach work. 
Here's a brief report on the upc'Cmling 
event & how one can help if interested. 

THEMES AND ISSUES: 
We would like to begin laying the 

foundation for an annual event that 
addresses issues of gender, racial & 
affectional equality, and addresses 
areas of oppression functionally 
rather than by emphasizing individual 
identities and rights claims. More­
over, we want to touch the next gen­
eration of stakeholders & leaders in 
activism around these issues, starting 
with students from the more than 
half-dozen major universities in the 
local Washington D.C. metropolitan 
area. With that goal in mind, we have 
met with, and will continue to meet 
with, student activists, to discuss 
issues & mechanics. 

At this point the selected issues 
are tentative, but we'd like to concen­
trate on perhaps three to five of the 
following: 

1) Hate Crimesffolerance: We 
suspect that the companion hate 
crimes bills will still be pending when 
next Spring rolls around, providing a 
vehicle for discussion and the oppor­
tunity to show support for the work of 
the D.C. hate crimes coalition. If the 
bills remain pending, the issue will be 
one that vvill attract some interest on 
Capitol Hill. On the downside, the 

D.C. area universities are fairly tolerant 
environments. Bashings are rare, therefore 
this issue may not have great pull for 
potential student participants. 

2) Job Discrimination/ENDA: This 
issue has alot of pull among folk who 
identify as, or are perceived to be, 
TC, TS or gender-different-includ­
ing students who have encountered 
difficulty finding work because of 
their gender expression (dress, man­
ner, style, or the like). On the down­
side, unemployment is at a 25-year 
low, & interest in ENDA (Employ­
ment Non-Discrimination Act) on the 
Hill is marginal at best. Therefore, 
this issue may not attract the sympa­
thetic ear that we would prefer. 

3) Freedom to Marry: This issue is 
hot hot hot with DOMA (Defense of 
Marriage Act), having been passed 
last year by Congress, and further 
moves are likely in Hawaii and other 
states. It strongly pulls folk from 
across the queer spectrum, including 
students. There's no current vehicle 
to use as an entre to discussion, but 
expression of disapproval for DOMA 
provides an entre to discussion of the 
disbenefits associated with inability to 
make legal unions. Downside: it could 
be like poking a stick in a bees' nest. 

4) Solomon Amendment: A little 
background about this: the military 
barsGays, Lesbians, Bisexuals and 
Transgender folk from serving. In 
response, many universities barred 
on-campus military recruiting. In retali­
ation, Congress passed the Solomon 

Amendment denying c.-ertain types of fed­
eral financial support to universities bar­
ring on-campus military recruiting. This 
issue seems to pull law students pretty 
well. Downside: Perhaps a bit complex. 

5) Other Issues: Hopefully the 
ISNA (lntersex Society of North 
America) team will be back to talk 
about ICM (Intersex Genital 
Mutilation). In addition, we're inves­
tigating and chatting with students 
about appropriate issues involving 
race, Title IX, and HIV And who 
knows what will come over the tran­
som between now and P0xt Spring. 
Got any good issue'ide:is? Let Dana 
Priesing know at 202-347-3024 or 
<danapriesing@earthlink.net>. 

For those who are nervous about 
the broader political scene, take note: 
Lobby Days 1998 will deal with issues 
of gender-difference. So even if your 
main thing is job discrimination & 
you could care less about hate crimes 
or anything else, you oughta be there, 
& GenderPAC will not silence your 
voice. We like multiple voices, stand­
ing together. 

WHEN: Easter is 4/12/98. We can 
expect Congressional and college 
recesses. Exam periods begin in late 
April. So, tentatively, let's say Lobby 
Days 1998 will be 4/20 & 4/21. Good 
chance for a warm couple of days. 
Perky students & staff just returning 
from recess. The possibilities look 
good. 

To all Chapters and Affiliates: 
If you have any special events or 
programs you wish to publicize, 
please inform the Editor at least 
one month prior to the event so 

it can be mentioned in 
News & Views. 
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Mail order high heels and boots in hard to 
find sizes. For complete catalogue in plain 

envelope send $3.00: 
Flashdance 

7240 Horrocks Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
(Visa, MIC, Discover, Check, MO) 

More info at (215) 725-8552 
email: flashric@uscom.com 
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J,ee Etscovitz. Ed.D. 

Making Sense of It All 
Mirror Mirror 
"Mirror Mirror on the wall, I who's 

the fairest one of all?" So goes the 
famous question which has as much, 
if not more, meaning for the trans­
gendered as it did for the wicked 
witch. Only we are not implying here 
any wickedness or evil intentions. On 
the contrary, for the transgendered 
this question refers to gender identity 
and overall lifestyle. Perhaps the 
question should read: "Mirror Mirror, 
please tell me: I What am I really 
meant to be?" 

The question of one's being, one's 
total existence as a living human 
being, is at stake here. For the trans­
vestite the question involves the issue 
of not only recognizing and accepting 
oneself as a crossdresser but also inte­
grating occasional crossdressing into 
an existing lifestyle. For the transsex­
ual, on the other hand, following the 
usually difficult task of self-recogni­
tion and self-acceptance, the issue is 
that of making a complete change of 
gender without destroying all chances 
for a satisfying lifestyle of some kind. 
In either case, the challenge is signifi­
cant and oftentimes very difficult, if 
not life-threatening, for we are speak­
ing in terms of such basic matters as 
faith, family, friends, finances, and 
thus one's overall life. 

A number of years ago this same 
concern for one's total existence was 
the underlying theme in my college 
class poem, called "Ode to Freedom," 
which I wrote and delivered at my 
graduation exercises. Two lines from 
that poem come to mind: "We all 
must stand before the looking glass I 
and face the naked image of our 
lives." At the time I wrote those 
words I did not have a gender issue in 
mind, but I did have my life and my 
vocational concerns in front of me, 
plus my very private and personally 

disturbing sexual fantasies, all of 
which combined to weigh heavily on 
my twenty-two year old soul. I was 
searching for answers, trying to make 
sense of it all, trying to make what I 
hoped would be good life choices. 
But I was not yet able to see fully 
what I really wanted to see: the so­
called "naked" truth. I had feelings I 
could not or would not bring to the 
light of day, even though I yearned 
for a greater sense of inner peace. 
Those feelings, in this case gender­
related, remained buried and at the 
same time disruptive for a major por­
tion of my life. 

Only recently have those feelings 
become real facts of my life. In the 
meantime I wrote another poem, 
again not directly gender-related and 
still predating my gender awareness 
and transition, but at least addressing 
the fact that feelings themselves are 
as real as everything else in !if e. 
Through life experience in general I 
was beginning to understand the 
implications of my original injunction 
about facing "the naked image of our 
lives." The result of that awareness 
was a poem called, "Feelings:" 

Feelings are real, 
like the weather and time, 

seemingly ridiculous 
but always sublime, 

invisible like air 
yet always there, 
parading as fun 

or pressing as fear, 
yet never done 

and always near. 

\Ve take them to bed, 
we take them to work, 
we take them on trips, 

we hide them as quirks. 
Though feelings are real, 
they are not really bad; 
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they may make you happy, 
they make you sad. 

Perhaps the child in each adult, 
like seed beneath the ground, 
can burst the shell of dormant 

growth 
to let the heart be found. 

vVe have such little time to see 
that all our hopes and fears 
are part of all our laughter 

and part of all our tears. 

To speak of "the child in each 
adult" may very well be at the heart 
of what it means to face the naked 
image of our lives. As adults we often 
talk ourselves out of feelings and out 
of doing things which we think are 
childish. But childishness, while not 
always appearing rational, may very 
well be soulful and heartfelt and ulti­
mately and fundamentally very ratio­
nal. This is not to say that we should 
proceed to forget all or even some of 
our adult responsibilities. vVhat I am 
suggesting is that, as adults, we find a 
way to build into our lives the fresh­
ness and genuineness which we our­
selves knew as, and still see in, chil­
dren, so that we might begin to expe­
rience what I like to call "sophisticat­
ed innocence." 

I am suggesting that we somehow 
step back, if only in special moments, 
from the so-called "adult" way of see­
ing things and begin to see our lives 
more simply, more innocently, that 
we may somehow remember, even in 
the midst of adult responsibilities, to 
be true to ourselves, true like a child 
but with the control and dignity of an 
adult. In fact, the child-like truth may 
itself be the fundamental dignity we 
all seek or seek to recapture. 

All of this especially applies to 

continued on page 22 
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Controversy In Greece 
AEGIS Internet News Digest 
December 15, 1997 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) - In a 

country where few raise their eye­
brows over extramarital affairs, many 
are raising a fuss over a man fired for 
h,aving a fling with a transsexual. 

Greece's high court last week dis­
barred deputy district attorney 
Giorgos Sakellaropoulos after his 
superiors discovered his former mis­
tress was a transsexual and a former 
transvestite prostitute. The court 
questioned Sakellaropoulos' "social 
character," but many Greeks have ral­
lied to his defense. Supporters claim 
he was sacrificed for crossing an ill­
defined moral line. 

They wonder, for example, if 
there would have been any problems 
if his mistress was born a woman, or 
if he was gay and sleeping with anoth-

er man. The groundswell against 
Sakellaropoulos' punishment pushed 
aside the nation's generally conserva­
tive facade and exposed the tolerant, 
live-and-let-live sentiments that are 
widely felt but rarely expressed openly. 

"\Ve are a sexist and racist society," 
raged columnist and television pro­
ducer Nikos Mastorakis in an open 
letter to Sakellaropoulos, published in 
the Athens daily Vradini on Monday. 
"The system destroyed you because 
you fell in love with a woman who 
wasn't always a woman." Sakel­
laropoulos, 44, whose wife is current­
ly expecting their second child, has 
threatened to take the issue to the 
European Court of Human Rights. 

'Tm guilty, but I disagree with my 
punishment," he said. "My personal 
life concerns only me and nobody 
else." 

Victory In Name Change Case 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - A man who 

has lived as a woman for 22 years but 
can't afford a sex-change operation 
won the right to legally change his 
name to Lisa. 

Brian Harris was denied the name 
change by a county judge, but a 
three-judge panel of the Superior 
Court said other steps he has taken to 
change his appearance are enough. 
"As Tammy Wynette so aptly 
observed, "Sometimes it's hard to be 
a woman." This is especially true in 
this case, Judge Peter Paul Olszewski 
wrote Thursday for the majority in 
the 2-1 ruling. 

Harris, 39, filed for the name 

change last year, and his counselor 
said Harris frequently runs into prob­
lems because his driver's license iden­
tifies him as a man. Harris took estro­
gen and underwent surgery for breast 
implants and to feminize his face, but 
he couldn't afford genital sex-change 
surgery, said his counselor, Dr. 
Constance Saunders. 

Harris told Judge Gerard Long he 
has used the name Lisa socially for 22 
years. He said taking the name legally 
would avoid confusing others and 
embarrassment when asked to pro­
duce identification. Long denied 
Harris' request, basing his ruling on a 
state Supreme Court decision that 

Killer of Transperson Sentenced 
[Cape May Courthouse, New 

Jersey, November 1997] 
Brian Halter, 25, a former life­

guard, was sentenced to 15 years in 
prison for aggravated manslaughter in 
the 1992 death of Rene Ouellet, 31, 
who worked as a female impersonator. 

The AP reports that Halter, who 
will be eligible for parole in less than 

2 years, beat and strangled Ouellet 
when he awoke on the beach from an 
alcohol-induced sleep and found 
Ouellet performing oral sex on him. 

According to prosecutor Barbara 
Marino, Halter bludgeoned Ouellet 
with a board and left him for dead. 
Returning later to check on the body, 
Halter found that Ouellet had moved 
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A phone-in poll conducted by a 
television station found 82 percent of 
the 20,000 respondents believed it 
was wrong for Sakellaropoulos to be 
fired because of his affair. "It is as if 
he sacrificed his career on the altar of 
love," said the former mistress, Jenny 
Hiloudaki. 

Formerly named Yannis 
Hiloudakis, Hiloudaki had a sex 
change operation in 1990 and has 
appeared regularly in the Greek 
media as a kind of erotic ambassador­
speaking about transsexuality, prosti­
tution and other sexual matters. 

Ms. Hiloudaki, who declined to 
give her age, said her affair with 
Sakellaropoulos is not over and pro­
posed marriage on national television. 

"I will be hurt if he stays with his 
wife now," she told viewers. A 

denied name changes for two other 
transsexuals who had received hor­
mone therapy but not surgery to fem­
inize their faces, torsos or genitalia. 

Harris' facial and breast operations 
make his case different, the Superior 
Court panel said. "We believe that 
the better-reasoned approach is to 
require such a petitioner to demon­
strate that he or she is permanently 
committed to living as a member of 
the opposite sex," Olszewski wrote. 

The dissenting judge, Thomas 
Saylor, said allowing the name change 
"would be to perpetuate a fiction, 
since the fact remains that peti- A._ 
tioner is anatomically a male." 8 

to a different spot. He then choked 
Ouellet and buried him under the 
boardwalk. 

Two weeks later, someone saw an 
arm sticking out of the sand and 
called police. Said prosecutor Marino, 
"\Ve believe Mr. Halter is not likely to 
reoffend, but he needs to be pun- A._ 
ished for taking a life." 8 
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Renaissance Library Report 
The Renaissance Library Dis­

cussion Group, in keeping with its 
new schedule of meeting on the first 
Wednesday of every month, met on 
December 3 at the Woods 
(Renaissance National headquarters 
and the Greater Philadelphia Chapter 
meeting site). Attendance was the 
best yet, and the discussion was lively. 

Just a reminder: everyone and any­
one is invited to attend. The discus­
sion, running from 8:00 PM to 9:30 

PM, is facilitated by Dr. Lee 
Etscovitz, the Renaissance National 
Librarian. Various topics are covered, 
depending upon the interests of those 
present. No preparation is necessary, 
participants can attend in whatever 
mode of dress they prefer, and there 
is no fee.The Renaissance Library 
Discussion Group affords participants 
the opportunity to be heard but in a 
confidential setting. This is a service 
of Renaissance. 

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, January 7, 1998 from 8 to 
9:30 PM. A possible topic will be the 
idea of a Big Sister Program, at least 
to help new Renaissance members in 
all the chapters, perhaps with some 
training being made available for Big 
Sister Volunteers. If you have 
thoughts on this matter, of if you have 
other issues you would like to discuss, 
your participation is more than A._ 
welcome. 4'I 

Phone: (215) 547-5774 If unable to keep appointment, 
kindly Qive 24 hours notice. CJ~/:r, of~ 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist Large Selection 

Fairless Hills Psychological Assoc. 
The Offices at Oxford Crossing 
333 S. Oxford Valley Road 
Suite 202 
Fairless Hills, PA 19030 

Newtown Psychological Centre 
660 Newtown-Yardley Road 

Suite 102 
Newtown, PA 18940 

Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor, 
Dolly Parton and more. Complete privacy. 

Call for appointment 

610-446-0799 

FETISHES BOUTIQUE 
CLOTHING, TOYS, AND ACCESSORIES 

FOR SLUTS AND GODDESSES 

215-849-8484 
WIGS, MAID'S UNIFORMS, COSTUMES, 

PARTY DRESSES, SCHOOL JUMPERS, MINI SKIRTS, 
LINGERIE, HOSIERY, SHOES, BOOTS, 

CORSETS, BREAST FORMS, 
SM! BONDAGE SUPPLIES, ADULT BABY GEAR, 

BOOKS, VIDEOS, AND MORE... 

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 
SUNDAY "DUNGEON TEA" PARTIES 

CI-IECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT 
WWW.FETISHESBOUTIQUE.COM 
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Greetings, girlfriends! Welcome to 
1998! I hope everyone had a safe and 
happy holiday, and that Santa gave 
you everything you wanted! I rarely 
New Year's resolutions, mainly 
because I can never keep them, but 
this time it'll be different. I'm gonna 
try and find the company that'll 
invent the software to solve that little 
problem with computer clocks threat­
ening to turn back to 1900 at the start 
of the millennium and invest in it, 
even though I know more about the 
supermarket than the stock market. 
Whoever pulls that off will make Bill 
Gates look like a pauper! 

In the meantime, allow me to give 
you, my loyal fans, more advice to 
make you wiser and better shoppers. 
In my column from May 1996, I 
mentioned how department stores 
like Sears, Penney's, Macy's, 
Nordstrom's, et al, have hidden video 
cameras that monitor activity on the 
floor. In the store's Loss Prevention 
Department, highly trained men and 
women watch literally everything that 
goes on and are ready to pounce on 
any sort of suspicious people who 
might be ready to steal. 
Unfortunately, men in dresses may 
sometimes be considered suspicious. 

The key, as I mentioned in that 
past article, is to maintain your com­
posure, to be calm, cool and collected 
at all times, especially when you're in 
a store and "dressed." Of course, this 
isn't at all easy to pull off, most of all 
not for newcomers out of the closet 
or for girls who haven't had much 
experience shopping as a woman. 
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With that in mind, here's some useful 
tips for you, what I call my "Three 
N.s" for shopping en femme: 
Appearance, Attitude and 
Assertiveness. 

Appearance: This is absolutely 
vital to your shopping excursions. 
Dress appropriately for your outing. 
That means no short skirts, clingy 
tops, spike heels or extravagant make­
up. Avoid bright colors, and for God's 
sake, don't even THINK about wear­
ing your big hair! Settle for more con­
servative attire, shirts, big sweaters, 
pants, loose fitting jeans, flat shoes 
and minimal use of cosmetics. A good 
idea would be to go to a mall, observe 
what women are wearing and emulate 
them. Blend in with your surround­
ings as best as possible. 

Attitude: I can't say enough here 
about attitude, for attitude goes a 
long way when it comes to your expe­
ditions. It's important to develop a 
mindset that you're a shopper and 
you want-no, DEMAND- to be treat­
ed just as fairly as the next person 
when you walk into that store. The 
key here is to think, breathe and 
exude confidence. As long as you 
believe with all your heart that you 
belong in that store, you won't be 
hassled, even if you don't pass with 
flying colors. After all, crossdressing 
isn't a crime, unless of course you do 
it badly 

Assertiveness: As with anything 
else in life, it's always best to have a 
firm plan of attack instead of just fly­
ing by the seat of your panties. Prior 
to your trip, decide beforehand what 
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you're going to buy. This way, you 
avoid wasting time and attracting the 
notice of a store's Loss Prevention 
staff. As I mentioned earlier, their job 
is to look for anything out of the ordi­
nary, and if you're aimlessly wander­
ing from one area to another, hope­
lessly unsure as to what you want, 
that's sure to get you noticed in ways 
that you'd just as soon not want. 

Okay, you've taken "The Three N.s" 
to heart and picked out something 
nice for yourself. Where do you go 
next? That's easy: home. On the sub­
ject of dressing rooms, this is my 
opinion, and my opinion alone, but 
I'm of the belief that dressing rooms 
should be avoided iike the plague. I 
know there have been lots of stories 
of our girls going into dressing rooms 
without any incident, and that's great. 
Mo,re power to those lucky people. 
But let's face facts, that's more the 
exception than the rule. 

For every positive story about 
crossdressers in changing rooms, 
there are probably just as many nega­
tive ones with customers screaming 
bloody murder to security about a 
crossdressed man getting his kicks 
from watching women in various 
states of undress, often resulting in 
unpleasant encounters with the 
authorities. It's just not worth it. 
When you've chosen an outfit, buy it, 
take it home and try it on there, if it 
fits and it looks good on you, great; if 
not, hold on to your receipt Com­
mandment of Shopping Number 
Five) and return it to the store. 

If, however, you feel you must try 
an item on before buying it, ask the 
salesperson (whether she knows 
you're a man in a dress or not) if it's 
alright to use the changing room. If 
she says yes, then you're free and 
clear, if not, then the game's over. 
Depending on the store's policy and 
the attitudes of it's management, 
some places may have no problem, 
others might. The goal of your shop­
ping trips, other than outfitting your 
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Shopping ... 
feminine alter ego, is to have fun, 
which is what shopping is all about, 
not to be a one woman show for the 
entertainment of a store's LP staff. 

On my favorite topic, shoes, Betty 
Daniels of Frederick, Maryland was 
kind enough to provide me with some 
mail order resources for large size 
shoes to pass on to you: Comfort 
Corner ( 1-800-73.5-4994), 12WW to 
13W, $.50-90; Coward ( 1-800-362-

Making Sense ... 
those of us who are, one way or 
another, transgendered and who want 
to be true to ourselves. The search 
for that truth, which involves recog­
nizing it, accepting it, and integrating 
it into our ongoing lives, is usually 
very difficult, as I have already point­
ed out. For those of us who are hav­
ing difficulty with that search, guid-

TRANSVESTITE? 
TRANSEXtlAL? 
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8410), sizes to 14WW, $46-120; Lane 
Bryant ( 1-800-4 77-7030), sizes to 
14\V\V, $20-100; Maryland Square (1-
800-727-389.5), sizes to 12WW, $3.5-
120; Massey's (1-800-462-7739), sizes 
to 13WW, $30-8.5; Old Pueblo 
Traders (l-800-362-8400), sizes to 
13WW, $30-8.5. Thanks, Betty, you're 
a sweetheart! 

Speaking of shoes, you might take 
note of one of the new ads in this 
newsletter. I'm referring to 
Flashdance (21.5) 72.5-8.5.52, which 
offers sexy shoes and boots in large 

ance, usually in the form of a caring 
and wise counselor, can be extremely 
helpful, if not indispensable. None of 
us wants or even needs to be judged 
or lectured. Instead, we each need to 
be heard, understood, and helped to 
see the truth and its implications. 
When we each find the courage and 
the strength, or are simply desperate 
enough, to peer into our inner mirror, 
we then have a chance of finding the 
truth about ourselves, perhaps the 

sizes ranging in price from $59 to _ 
$185. I'll have more to say about 
Flashdance as I learn more about its 
product lines. 

Well, kids, that's all for now. As 
always, feel free to send your 
comments, tips and opinions 
to treetop@voicenet.com. 
Until next month, be 
smart, buy smart and look . 
smart! Happy shopping, 
sisters! 

truth which we buried along with our 
own childhood. The quality of our 
adult lives really depends upon recov­
ering, or perhaps discovering for the 
first time, that truth and then doing 
something constructive about it. It is 
the process of recovering or discover­
ing one's personal truth that is the 
first step on the road to a life of ful­
fillment. "Mirror Mirror, please tell 
me: I '''hat am I really meant to }\_ 
be?" 8 

DOMINANT? 
StlBMISSl\lE? 

l'ANITASIES St FETISHES 
Call now to where ALL LIFESTYLES are treated in an 

intelligent, caring and creative way. Perhaps you have 
thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? Call 

me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy 
exploration. Mistress Victoria, sweet TV Marci and myself 

are available to train and transform you into the glam­
orous or demure girl you desire to be. Call now for 

free, recorded info: 

r21 s1 &02-2888 
PRIVACY ASSURED! 
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~ 
Letters 
to the 
Editor 

The December 1997 column of 
JoAnn Roberta contained some 
rather pointed remarks regarding the 
recent proposal to merge AEGIS, 
IFGE, and Renaissance. 
Unfortunately, there are a number of 
misleading statements in her obaer­
vationa. 

JoAnn's reference to Linda 
Buten'a initial objectiona were based 
or, a letter Linda sent to me on 
September 10. In her opening aen­
tence, Linda admitted that aince 
much of the information ahe had at 
that moment waa baaed on hearaay, 
ahe wanted to clarify matters. She 
did requeat a peraonal meeting with 
me since we were both planning to 
attend Southern Comfort, and I felt 
it would be a good idea to bring her 
up to speed on the propoaal and 
where it atood and reaponded poai­
tively and enthuaiaatically to her 

Resources 
Background Papers 

Background Papers are $1.2.5 each: 
1. Myths & Misconceptions About 

Crossdressing 
2. Reasons for Male to Female 

Cross dressing 
3. PARTNERS: Spouses & Significant 

Others 
4. The Matter of Children 
.5. Annotated Bibliography 
6. Telling the Children: A Transsexual's 

Point 'uf View 
7. Understanding Transsexualism 

All of the Background Papers and 
Community Outreach Bulletins are 
available for free at the Renaissance 
web site <www.ren.org> 
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requeat. I was ahocked, therefore, 
when I received an e-mail from JoAnn 
a few daya later in which ahe 
requeated that I not meet with Linda 
baaed on what she had heard Linda 
had said to me in her letter. To my 
knowledge, JoAnn had not yet seen 
the full letter. In the paat, JoAnn 
has consistently advocated 
improved cooperation and communi­
cation between individuala and 
groupa, ao it made no aense to me 
to turn my back on Linda regardleaa 
of whatever personal views she may 
have held on the merger proposal. My 
willingness to meet with Linda should 
not have been construed as an 
attempt at collusion between AEGIS 
and IFGE for the purpose of isolating 
Renaiaaance, but it appears that 
JoAnn jumped to that conclusion. 
When I met with Linda, we did dis­
agree on various points, but all in all, 
I felt our discussion was a very 
friendly and positive one. And I would 
do it again because I feel such meet­
inga are beneficial to the entire com­
munity. 

As JoAnn knowa full well, the 
board of IFGE did not meet to dis­
cuss the proposal until early October 
at Southern Comfort. Their previous 
meeting was held during Be All, two 
weeks before the Congreaa on Sex 
and Gender when the proposal waa 
firat diacuaaed by leadera of the 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROL VSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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three groups. When they did discuE?a 
it, there was debate, and individuala 
expressed concerns and objectiona, 
but the board of IFGE approved their 
participation in the Feasibility Study 
at Southern Comfort. 

When JoAnn, Allison, Dallas and 
I met this summer in Pennsylvania 
to recommend a merger to our 
respective boards, one thing we did 
not do, but should have done, was 
designate a lead organization to set 
up the Feasibility Study. That waa 
notdone until Southern Comfort 
when I recommended that AEGIS 
take on that responsibility since our 
board meetings are already held by 
telephone conference call. Since only 
three of the six representatives 
were present in Atlanta that week­
end, however, it took a few more 
weeke to coordinate the diverse and 
busy schedules of six people scat­
tered from coast to coast. Although 
others have suggested a formal 
meeting of the committee was 
planned at that time, I never expect­
ed any auch thing due to the 
abaence of half the committee. The 
earth has been a good home to 
mankind, but it took milliona of years 
of tectonic drift, volcanic reaculptur­
ing, and wind and waterero5ion to get it 
where it is today. It 50metimee seems as if 
the gender community, which I al60 conaid­
er a good home, movee with the same 
speed, but thinga do get done eventually. 

A meeting waa finally planned for 
November 16. By that time, reporta 
of another Linda Buten document 
had begun to circulate, and from my 
understanding, triggered JoAnn'a 
anger even though, as with Linda'a 
September 10 letter, she was 
reaponding to hearaay and had not 
yet seen the actual text. I, peraonal­
ly, did not see Linda's column in the 
IFGE newaletter expressing her 
objectiona until the day after I read 
JoAnn's remarka. While I disagreed 
with what Linda said, I do not believe 
that IFGE ia at fault for acuttling 
the Feaaibility Study. It ia not IFGE 
who withdrew from the atudy before 
it even began. 
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I am not attempting to excuae 
IFGE for any pa6t or future mi0-
take0. I have criticized it previou0ly 
for numerou0 error0 and re0erve the 
right to continue doing 00 in the 
future. 

I am 0addened by J0Ann'0 atti­
tude and her willingneaa to mi0in­
form others. While Renai00ance may 
well have withdrawn from the 0tudy 

becau0e it 0aw an independent role 
for it0elf, it i0 inaccurate to imply 
the fault lies with IFGE or Linda 
Buten. Furthermore, reacting emo­
tionally to hear0ay i6 irre0pon0ible. 
On this particular issue, JoAnn is 
way off the mark. 

Mari6a Richmond, 
Board Chair, AEGIS 

JoAnn Roberts' reply: 
Ms. Richmond is confused about 

why I asked her not to meet with Ms. 
Buten. I had no knowledge of any let­
ter sent to her by Ms. Buten. Rather 
I was informed by Dallas Denny, the 
Executive Director of AEGIS, that 
Ms. Richmond, the Chair of the 
AEGIS board, was meeting with Ms. 
Buten, the Chair of the IFGE board, 
at Southern Comfort to talk about the 
study proposal. 

I had repeatedly asked for a 
response from Ms. Buten regarding 
the study and was ignored. It was 
quite a shock to find out that AEGIS 
and IFGE had scheduled a meeting 
about the study without including 
Renaissance. I asked Ms. Richmond 
to not meet with Ms. Buten unless a 
representative of Renaissance was 
also invited to the meeting. At the 
time, I had in hand Ms. Buten's email 
message saying that IFGE was not 
interested in anything Renaissance 
had to offer and I felt the meeting 
was an attempt to sabotage the study. 
I was told by Ms. Richmond that she 
would do whatever was in the best 
interest of AEGIS. 
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As for the rest, Ms. Richmond is 
free to believe whatever she likes and 
I will bear her no ill will. However, it 
is fact, not hearsay, that the unprofes­
sional attitude of IFGE and Ms. 
Buten's statement that IFGE saw no 
reason to talk with Renaissance that 
led to the Renaissance board's unani­
mous decision to withdraw from the 
study. The board acted in the best 
interest of Renaissance. What's good 
for the goose is good for the gander. 

Dear Renaissance, 
I have been reading your new0let­

ter (xerox copie0) off and on for 
awhile now. I have wanted to 0ub-
0cribe for 0ome time so I could read 
the actual paper and 0upport what 
you are doing for the TG community. 
The reason I haven't subscribed ia 
due to one of your writer0, Angela 
Gardner. 

Her column i0 always so self-serv­
ing and i6 alway0 about her or how 
cute she is. I take it 0he enjoy0 being 
with her0elf a lot (example, vol. 10, 
i00ue number 8): 

" .... My naughty Y.E.S. babydoll mini 
had a 0ee through skirt and I wa0 
displaying a bad girl attitude and a 
lot of fle0h." 

" .... Not that conservative, 0ince I 
chose a white silk broomstick ekirt 
that, uh, oh, 0howed my pantie0." 

" .... and I 0aid 0omething really 
feminine like, 'wa?" 

You get the point. It make6 me ill 
to alway0 0ee 0omeone blowing their 
own horn and 00 convinced they're 
ju0t 00 cute. 

No one'0 perfect and not all your 
0taff writer0 can be a0 awe0ome a0 
JoAnn Roberts. While it's probably 
eilly to bypaee an excellent publica­
tion like your0,just becau0e your edi­
tor likea to promote hereelf, I'm hop­
ing thinge will get better. 

Sincerely, 
Bobby Boyce 

From the Managing Editor: 
Dear Bobby, 
Your letter is much appreciated. It 

really is, because you show a real 
interest in News and Views. 

Your quotations do prove that 
Angela said all those things, and yes, 
you could interpret them as self-serv­
ing. But then again, I suppose the 
way I go on in my own monthly col­
umn, "Making Sense of It All," talk­
ing about my hopes and dreams and 
frustrations and struggles could also 
be interpreted as self-serving, for I 
am always writing in terms of my own 
experience. 

Then again, I usually sound so 
serious that Angela's writings could be 
seen as a welcome relief as she speaks 
with apparent tongue-in-cheek. She 
and I both write about ourselves but 
on different issues and topics. 
Angela's column could be seen as 
being more entertaining than my psy­
chological and spiritual probings. 

So maybe our newsletter offers 
some of this and some of that, some 
entertainingly presented information 
and some psychological food for 
thought. I do hope you can, in your 
mind and heart, see a place for 
Angela's column. Of course, you do 
not have to read it. There is, hopeful­
ly, other material to enjoy. 

And if you do not want to sub­
scribe to News and Views, then I 
guess you will have to blame me for 
wanting to retain Angela and her 
"self-serving" ways. But I do hope 
you continue to read our newsletter, 
whether by subscription or copy. 

Oh, and thanks again for your let­
ter, because you have given me my 
very first chance as an editor to write 
something in response to a reader. I 
just hope I haven't been too self-se1v­
ing. 

Sincerely, 
Lee Etscovitz A 

Happy New Year from the Staff of 
News & Views 
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