As PRIL ASHLEY, a former mer-
‘ A chant seaman who had a sex-

Y~ WAchange operation and went
through a marriage ceremony with Me
Arthur Corbett, heir to a peerage, was
the central figure in an historic Divorce
Court action. & .

~ Mr Justice Ormrod said it was the first

occasion on which a court in England has been
called upon to decide the sex of an individual.

.

| George

In his judgment he said
that Mr Corbett asked for
a declaration ‘that a
marriage ceremony in
Gibraltar on Sept 10,
1963, between himself
and April Ashley was
+null and void because
Miss Ashley was a person
of the male sex at the
time.

Alternatively he alleged
that ~ the marriage was
never consummated owin
to the incapacity or wilfu
refusal of Miss Ashley and
asked for a nullity decree.
{ In her answer Miss

Ashley denied that she was

of the male sex at the time
and asserted that she was
of the female sex.
. She denied that she was
incapable of or had wil-
fully refused to consum-
| mate the marriage.

She admitted that for
many years she had been
regarded as a male, but had
undergone an operation for
the construction of a vag-
ina before the marriage
ceremony, and alleged that
Mr Corbett was aware of
all the. material facts be-
fore the ceremony and was
therefore not entitled to a

nullég% dfe [ 1; ee o_xz the

gro o capaci or

witul refusal . 1 . -
Miss Ashley, in turn,

asked for a nullity decree
on either of those grounds
The Judge said that
April Ashley was born on
April 29, 1935, in Liverpool
and registered at birth as
2 boy in the name of
Jamieson, and
brought up as a boy.

In 1951. at the age of 16.

he joined the Merchant
Navy. -

_As George Jamieson he
did one and a half voyages
as a merchant seaman
before being put ashore at
San Francisco and admitted
to hospital after taking an
overdose of tablets. He was
subsequently returned to
this country. ;

In 1953 he was referred
by his general practitioner
to the Pswhxatnc depart-
ment o alton Hospital,
Liverpool. Hospital records

showed no abnormalit
other than a * womanisﬁ
appearance” and * little

bodily and facial hair.”

In interviews he ex.
fgessed an intense desire

_be a woman which, he
said, he had experienced
since childhood, and told of
various homosexual experi-
ences on board ship.

In 1956 Ashley went to
the South of France, where
he met a well-known troupe
of male female impersona-
tors, normally based at the
Carousel night-club in
Paris. Later he became a
member of the troupe.

By this time he was
taking the female sex
hormone oestrogen regu-
larly, to encourage %‘:e
'development of the breasts
and of a feminine type of

hysique. He was known as
“Toni/April” i

After about four years at
the Carousel he was intro-
duced to 8 certain Dr
Burou who practised at
Casablanca, and on May 11,
1960, underwent, at Dr

/ o

ARTHUﬁ CORBETT and APRIL’ASHLEY: When he first saw lier he

Burou’s hands, -a so-called
* sex-change operation.”

[The details were ex-
plained by the judge.]

Following the .operation
Miss Ashley returned to
London now calling her-
self April Ashley, and
dressing and living. as a
female. In evidence she
stated that after the opera-
tion she had had sexual re-
lations with at least one
man. :

In November, 1960, about
six months after the oper-
ation, Mr Corbett and Miss
Ashley met  for the first
time. He was then aged
40. married and living with

could not believe it

his wife and four childr
but sexually unhappy a%%
abnormal.
In the witness-box he
described hilst hsexual ex-
erience w apparent
fr.ankness and without ob-
vious embarrassment. He
was, in fact, an unusuall
*good witness, answerin aﬁ
e questions put to
carefully, and without pre-
varication or evasion.

He said that he had had
sexua] relations with a
large number of women
before his first marriage,
and with others, both dur-
ing it. and after it was
dissolved in 1962 He also

l

occasions.
had dressed as & woman

keeping it from his wife.

he said: * I didn"t like what

tasy to appear right.
utterly t.-f ed ur)g -
right in my eyes. *

;emarks were highkly rele-

original motive in seeking
an introduction to her was
essentially transvestite in
character, but quite soon
he developed for her the
interest of .a man for a
woman :

He said she looked like !/

a woman, dressed like a
woman and acted like a
woman. He disclosed his

- - true identity to show that

described his sexual devia-
tions.

From a eomparatively
early age he had experi-
enced a desire to dress up
in female clothes, In the
early stages of his mar-
riage he had done so in his
wife's presence on a few
Subsequently he

four or five times a year, -

but the urge continued.
With considerable insight
I saw. You want the fan-
It
‘appear
‘?‘hese

ant to the . undersfanding.,
of the human aspects of
this unusual ecase.

From about 1948 on-
wards his interest in trans-
vestism increased; at first
it was mainly literary,
attracting him to porno-
graphic_ book-shops., but
gradually. he began to
make contact with people
of similar tendencies.

He became more " and
more involved in  the
society of sexual deviants’
and Interested in sexual
deviations. In this world
he became famillar with its
ramifications. and 1ts per-

heard of Toni/April. as a °
female impersonator at the
Carousel. which he de-
scribed as ' the Mecea f
fver‘y female impersona-
or "

¥ |
VENTUALLY,
through an Amerl-
can transvestite
known as “ Louise,”
he got In touch with
her and they met for (1e
first time on Nov 19, 1980,
at hls invitation for lunch
at_the Caprice Restaurant.

. ~His  description - of ' this. claim

‘first meeting contained:
*the key to the rest.of this
vessentially-+~pathetic; . b
By this time he was
aware that Apri] Ashley as
{ she was now calling herselt
' had been a man and 1ad
undergone a so-called " sex
change operation.” When
he first saw her he could
not believe it

He said he was mes
merised by her ' This was
so much more than | could
ever hope to be The reality
was far greater than my
fantasy.”

This coincidence
fantasy with reali%
determine Mr
behaviour towards

years Or more.
“Miss Ashley’s

been largely passive.
After the
November,

other,

sonalities. among whom he -

of
was to
orbett’s
Miss
Ashley over the next three

reaction
to him appeared to have

meeting in
1960, they saw
more and more of each
meeting daily arid
sometimes twice a day. He
had originally introduced
‘himself to her under an

his feelings had become
those of a full man in love
with a girl, not those of a
transvestite in love with a
transsexual.

On the other hand, it
was common ground that
before the marriage cere-
mony. nearly three vyears

5

" APRIL ASHLEY as a
boy of 16

‘later, there was no sexual
activxtg in. a.  physical
sense between them at all

At the most. their 'rela-
tionship went no _further
than Kissing - anc some
verv mild petting At no
time did she permit mm
to handle ' her naked
breasts or anv other part
ot her body

His letters to her showed
a similar emotional situa-
tion, atfectionate. vet guite
passionless, with continual
emphasis on marriage and
the pleasure whic Mr
Corbett felt in thinking of
Miss .}gxlesh as the future
Lad wallan:

M{ss Ashley ageed with
his account of their rela-
" tionship, except. that she
that on one single
in a fit ot jealous

occasion, .
srn i -in-- 1981 he:

s o 3-- 1 ne:
u t?”;:zge‘:ﬁ'nté .«go'msinultv “her
almost 1incredible story.” - =

sexually  Her/' description
of the Incident. did. .not
suggest to the Judge that
there .was. anything par.
ticularly sexual about it
She said that: she. never
nad any: real teeling  tor
Mr Corbett and had been
nhis " nurse”  tor three
ears She obviously founc
ﬂ:m a dithcult and per
plexing person

“ She says. and some Of
the petitioner’s letters bear
her out,” said
“that his emotions swung
about like a  pendulum,
from teeling jealous of her
as a woman, by which, 1
think, she meant, jealous of
her success in adopting
the female role which he
often wished he could
adopt also, to jealous feel-

were attracted to her:

describing  this

little or nothln%l

assumed name.. but soon. with any eterosexua
disclosed niT real, 1derét1tg

Miss Ashle *tn dribs,
tand ;rabs." Zl!sclosed her fairly extensive experienc

history to him
According to him

his

of this coart

He is s man who 1

the Judge.

ings about other men who

“ Listening tn each party.
s;rairxzel
relationship. my principa
impression was that it had
{n common

- w37 ¥
extremel prone -to  all
kinds of sexual fantasies
and practices. He is ‘an
unreliable  yardstick - by
which to measure Miss
Ashley’s - emotional . and
sexual, responses. As a
further indication of the
unreality of his feelings
for her, it is common
Eround that_he introduced

er to his wife and family.”

By September, 1961, the
situation between Mr Cor-.
bett and his wife had be-~
come impossible and a
separation was arranged.

Meanwhile, with - his
assistance, Miss Ashley had
changed her name to April
Ashley by Deed Poll and
obtained a passport in that
name. Attempts to per-
suade the Superintendent
Registrar to change her
birth certificate. however.
failed by

\ e
T some stage
after the opera-
% tion the Minis-
_try of _National
: tnsurance'
1ssuec ner a woman's in-
surance card, and now
treated ner as a woman for
National Insurance . pur-
poses, R
During 1961 she worked
successfully as @ . female
model. Later that year Mr
Corbett decided to live in
. Spain and bought a villa
and a night club, called the
Jacaranda, at Marbella &
In December they went
together to Marbella on the

basis that they would share
“the wvilla but not  sleep
together, and eventually

marry when his divorce

came through

Miss Ashle
a week and
while returning later. for —
abou’, . month and then
leaving -agan This pat-
tern of ,coming and going
continued for a tlong time

When . she ‘was in_Mar
‘pella she slept at the villa
and Mr Corbett at the elub

In 1962 they became the
subject of intense: Press
publicity, culminating in ‘8
series of articles in  the
News ~ of the World in
which Miss Ashley told her
lifte story in considerable
' detail. mostof which seemed,

N
D)

‘stayed about
hen left for.a

2 iy
et , Ul

SEITED.
1BOLI?

Free itwith -
™ 3-IN_0NE||.
Graphited - -
PENETRATING
OlL s fmunt
o Breaks down rust

‘@ Clears threads

oFres joints ~ "<
o Flexible spout - 5!

SIMULATED:

e

¥ s
/ T
o o .\

Lils <
relationship which | could { B
recall hearing about in. » ] |
‘ i From

ol




