
P~I~ ASHLEY, a form'er mer· 
·chant seaman who had a sex­
change operation and went 

through a marriage ceremony with Mr 
Arthur Corbett, heir to a peerage, was 
the central figure in an historic Divorce 
Court action. 

· Mr Justice Ormrod said it was the first 
occasion on which a court in England has been 
called upon to decide the sex of an individual. 

In"his judgment he said · · 
that Mr Corbett asked for he jofned the Merchant 
a declaration that a Navy. 
marriage ceremony in As George J amieson he 
Gibraltar on Sept 10, did one and a half voyages 
1963, between himself as a m erchant seaman 
and April Ashley was before being put ashore at 

• null and void because San Francisco and admitted 
Miss Ashley was a person to hospital after taking an 
of the male sex at the overdose of tablets. He was 
time. subsequently returned to 

Alternatively be alleged this country. 
that the marriage was In 1953 he was referreo 
n·ever consummated owing by his general practitioner 
to the incapacity or wilful to the r sychiatric depart· 
refusal of Miss Ashley and meat o Walton Hospital, 
asked for a nullity decree. Liverpool. Hospital records 

In her answer Miss showed no abnormality 
Ashley denied that she was other tha n a ··womanish 

-o! the male sex a t the time appearance " and "little 
and asserted tha t she was bodily and facial hair ."' 
of the female sex. In interviews he ex . 

She denied that she was pressed an intense desire 
incapable of or had wil- to be a woman which, he 
tully refused to coosum- said, be had experienced 
mate the ma rriage. since childhood, and told of 

She admitted that tor various homosexual experi­
many years she had been ences on board ship. 
regarded as a male, but had In 1956 Ashley went to 
Wldergone an operation for 
the construction of a vag- the South of France, where 
ina before the marriage he met a well; known troupe 
ceremony, and alleged that of male female impersona­
Mr Corbett was a ware of tors, oi:>rmall;r based at the 
all the. m aterial facts be- Carousel n 1 g ht-club in 
fore the ceremony and was Paris. Later he became a 
tme:refore not entitled to a member of the t roupe. 
n'ullity d e c r ee on the By this ·time he was 
ground of incapacity or taking the female sex 
wilful refusal. . · · hormone oestrogen regu-

..Miss Ashley, 1n turn, larly, to encourage the 
· afilr.ed for a nullity decree 'development of the breasts 

on -either of those grounds and of a· feminine type of 
Jrhe Judge said that physique. He was known as 

&prJl Ashley was born on '.Toni/ April." . . 
April 29, 1935, in L iverpool A!ter about four years at 
a!l!ld registered at birth as the Carousel he was tntro­
a lboy In the n ame of d uced to a certain Dr 
George J amieson. an d Burou who practised at 

\ I brought up as a b oy. Casablanca. and on May ll. 
\ _'In 1951. at the age of 16. 1960. underwent. at .Or 

_ ( 
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ARTHUR ~ORBETT and APRIL. ASHLEY : When he first 
· could not believe It 

Burou's hands,'. a so·-called 
~ sex-change operation." · 

(The details were ex­
plained by the judge.) 

Following the -operation 
Miss Ashley r eturned to 
London now calling her­
self April Ashley, and 
dressing and living , as a 
female. In evidence :she 
stated that after the opera-· 
t ion she had bad sexual re­
lations with at least one 
man. 

In November, 1960, about 
six months a.fter the oper­
ation, Mr Corbett and Miss 
Ashley met , for the first 
time. He . was then aged 
40. married and living with .... -- -"· - .. 

his wife an d four -children, 
but sexually unhappy and 
abnormal , 

In the w itne'ss-box be 
described his sexual ex­
perience w Ith 1 apparent 
frankness and without ob­
vious e mbarrassment. He 
was, in fact. an unusually 

·good witn~ss, answering all 
the questions put to him 
carefully, and without pre­
varication _or evasion .. 

He said that he b ad bad 
sexual relations with a 
large number of women 
before his first marriage. 
and with others. both dur· 

· ing it. and after it wa5 
dissolved in 1962 He also 

, I 
VENT UAL L Y, 
through an Amerl· 
oan . transvestite 
known· as ·" Louise," 
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