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¥ JAPANESE THEATERS

“They 'wre™ dre od In ‘black :ownn
hoods, and. sre ‘called adow:
'rn-y ars supposed Not 10 e sesn by uu
audience, It is & wirange s{ght in & naw
plece 10 ses three or four sctors on the
‘own particular

(ham.

Tat, o each -with

Another Intetesting I lyUon by Mag-|are o An soon
. however, as the lcwri me perfectly

- rice. Bagemaz, famillar with their lnes, t

* e without thelr prompters. ~'Th
N B stranger, though, théh to hear some dne
WOMEN CAN'T. ACT .WITH MEN|talking on our stags in & perfectly audi-
bla tone of voice,.which, cas be heard
Y ee————p— all over the-house, £1d to havs another

Bat Ake Allowed 1o Appear In Casts
Compored Exclasively of
Their Sex.

——

in his connluﬂln[ letter on the customs
prevalling among Japanesa actors and {n
Jepancee lheaur-. rI Hageman of
Ball mbany writes of

and thelr nudlanct- as followss
re sllowed ¢o perform op Yho
same atag wuh Japaness actors. 'The
laws against this are vary strict, Men are
mmuny irained from thelr boyhood to
te:women, and bring this to the
m.na-t yneh of perfection, both in spesch
and 1n gesturss, .Actors playlng female
rolu never  underiske male characters;
even In thelr dally life they mpeak Ik
women, eliher throl habit or in order
ta sapoll thelry cArefully cuitiva
falsetto volces. To me, however, this
ways mads \hl !mvnnlnn of extreme

ken sre conndnred the best femals Im-
personaters in Japan. I was told, on seve
eral -cocasions, althougb- 1 cannot vouch
for.the truth of it, that about & tentury
2go, when men and women performed to-
gether; asveral murders wers eommmld

among the aclore through jeatou o
actors thamselves, however, alws: -
ucusly:, denled thess aHegations ani
ascrived these conditiona to the fact that

women ware intellectually inferior to men
(ye ahades of Mother Blavatsky!) and were
Bt able fo betray smotional feelings 2s
will as men, .when properly tnlnaa.
‘Whatsver the ‘tacts n.ihe case moy
and whatéver the causs, the Japanese xov-
ernment forbids the meting of men and
women on the sxme stege together,

Thel u-n a fow traveling companlers,
of whiel embers are all women, and
in. which loma of them impersonate mdn
very cleverlyr 1 have only once Beeh A
company of this kind o & minor theater
in maral status' was Fre-
ported to htly Zolaes
do not bcll-vo that these orisntal Bam Jack
organizations ever performed in the larger
heaters.

The wardrobe 1a Nrnl.-hed by the man-
agemant, alihoush -the lsading actors’ ail
poasess & large rdrobg of beau-
mul and cuslly coptumes, which have been
in famllies for many decad The
lrﬂlelt care is taken of them, and they

packed away In nnd-.lwood |r\;‘nk:).
or!

'daim!|
"y-kunlu" (noblem-n) nro for. ats;
made out of wood, but vs‘_ry clossly rc-

1ndividuul but & few fest away, from the
lpeaker. who l- supposed {0 be utterly
Ly _elthough &
ant later he
might be gbla to hear & pln dmp. 1 trled
to explain this {o some of our Japanese
contreres, and one of them usked me (£
he (the speaker on the #tage ‘wa.
pomed to be able lo turn his hesring on

and oft itke a faucet-at his owa will
Angd then 1 slopped  explaining, ‘and
mopped my noble What » Jap

hears he heafn for kecbs, hmd you vannot
tulk him.out of It, or.malks him beliave
that he Is suffering from mental aberre-
ton.

A Japanicss aullience dods nof  use
chairs, They,eit or-kneel on *tatenlces™
(thick straw mats, ») Tha g rousd floor or

pit of . Japaness'theater Il dirided into
nm- square boxes, Jbout 4z foel wide

each ‘'wey and .two 'feet deol
On the second
floor arcund *the' suditorium .mre .also
rwehich are

boxes of a little larger al:
occuple by the elite. The

divided from the rest of Lhe thenter by
perpendicular woodsn bars pbout three
Inches thick and at & distance of about
Mx tnches from each other,

0 Ihe back part-of the lower floor i &
box' reserved for police oficers, which te
gonarally well occupled. They wear bine
unlformu, with broad, yella® siripes apd
braas buttons, and carry’ heary ‘canes,
asarly three feel long, Thedr services are
very acldom required, as & Japmness audl-
ence la almost invariably an orderly one.

‘The spectatord' on entering- & thestsr,
leave' thar “gethas” (clogs) at.the door,
and recelve in return litile wooden checks,
dupllcates of which are attached €0 (heir
clogs, On leaving, thess a oturaed to
their ownera |n exchange for the checks
and & small feo. The {uw-.Japinesd who
woar shoes daka thasp off. and enter, in lhair
alockmgs, Small weoden boarde
admission 1ickets, They are colloc!
ing the gerformance, 4nd not at th
pollegtory going from bax to box.ts do a0,

The Japaneso thoroughly underatand tite
art of amusing -themaelves in & decorour
manner. A poor coolls -rll ocrape onouxh
mormey Rogether during ha
take bimselt and famly to A "umwn"
(theater), anlt in ‘one, day epend every ssn
& wRYInGY
gret. On that day he wAll tndulg:
luxury attsineble wi
means, and pass the ontire day and evene
Ing In a thealor, eating, drnkiag, smok-

-4

sembling the real article.
waa naver allowed to carry, more than gne
§ have th

na, by W fumes of
the warm “eakeh,’ \uuvc - llu.l. nup dure
lnz an intermission. uu cMoylng the per-

all
apa yary sharp polmod krife, like the
smalt knlvea attached lo claymores. Th
knlves wera used for b-ln: thrown n n
alstant Y.

Ttorm-
about u o clock n

anur- day
ud avening, for in anln
commence t 11 o

l.he forencon, and do not ulnu until ul-r

animsle.
@ halxdresser has his dhop (n the the-
l.ter, nesp, the dressing-rooms of ihs mele
ors, Groat care is (Aku}ol the wigs,. which
are dressed afreah fo. vuy psttormancs.

e coiffevrs use o ki £ flesh-colored
pasts, -whith' makes n \mponmo. even
standing quite'near an acfor, to see where
the wig endd and the [orehbad copmmences
1t does not meit; s not greasy, and con-
fcrma to the movements ol ibe akin. It e
far superior to our wig pa

On bur dpening night (heu weto uvonl

actorsin my

.60 S4eing me paste cn lhn munuahu (nr
* they were
yall greatly asitonished, Tmy showed e
some Of thelr mustaches, which they
figed .with. fine allk threa hi!
Lears £3 hold thém 1m place,
‘all a mustace oul of hairdressits’ wool
and nvo lhum lqmmol ‘my rmastle and
L3 4 thom on with, for which,
on th- tollnwln‘ day, lh-y 11 nlurmd

net nnly the clnnu: nnlon on the uobo.
but 1 also.tound o most grateful
for even the lmnllut ot tavors, Talking
about Japaness cleanlincas—rd whole chinp-
ter ¢6uld be devoted to thid subject. Even

the pooreat ooolle would ne mare .go
withodit his_ hol daily bath:than wﬂhnu(
his ffégal. bdwl of rica.,. And this winter
or summer, If cleaniines: next to god-
liness,- dur little Japaness friands will all
¢ in .the front rows'in tha happy.

ToOm

to

r, wha acts alng as

only prampu" \ha
in whoss service

prompters follow un ulou hn the lun

and crouch behthd or beside them, with
"book In hand, 10 whisper the lines to

Tae,
'Ze the -pmtoru with every kind ox r.-
frestumen
The pronnm comimts of sevaral pleces—
comnedies, anclont &nd modara dramas, and

dances, which fonm  the ‘m numbet i e |

en tertalnment, t Do swen
often to be app! m\ed hy hrel;mr . 1t
Consiaty of strange but

erents ol ,the

and of sam| with “the fe not
unlike mome of- the un:p of ths Hundoo
Bayederdws, xmmom thelr funous wlud-upl,

poelry of.motiar, -
Aller our sopegement at ‘tha “Shima-

barrsh® in T:kso had come to an end, Mr.

" Maa Howe,. Mr, ‘Vernon, snd mywelt
were sach Dresented with 4. gold' medal, 1o
remembrance of he’ Airst engagement of

thi
To concluds, I wiah jo.atsts that iMe
Japanees w:ﬁiqu must hot be confounded
‘with' tha thoaters uhl lbolr cone
tinued Safernal nolsew. They atd t eu:
p«tlor‘ 10 ' evéey reapect. as




