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. JOY REIGQNS IN OHINATOWN.V

WELOOMING A TROUPE OF NATIVE AQTORS.

ALL MOTTST. RAGER FOR THE OPENING PER:

. . FORMANCE,

There woro scenes of high revel In Mottst. yes-
terday. Mongoltans wore gathered thore from all
parts of tho city, and from Brooklyn, Jersey City
and Hoboken, to do ‘honor to the Chincso actors, who
have come from the land of Confucius to produce a
serles of natlve dramas for tho cdificatfon of their
countrymen in this clity.

The Swintfen Lok Chinese Dramatic Company,
which arrived hero on Friday, is quartered at’the old
Joss Templo, No. 10 Chatham Square. -There arve
fifty men in the company, and they will all slecp
in ono room on oots arranged around all four sides
of the apartment. That tho arrival of theso ex-
poncnts of Chinese dramatio art has created a great
stir among Chinamon in this city wus shown by the
gathoring in Mott-5t, yesterday of Celestials of overy
dogree, from the prosporous merchant to tho hand-
working laundryman. Earlv in the day the loading
actors were taken to & number of the Mott-st. stores
and introduced to their proprietors, and in the after-
noon they were escorted by a numerous following to
the varfous polnts of interest about the ofty. The
less honored members of the company spent the day
in Mott-st., and wherever one saw & group of jolly,
laughing Chinamen, he was sure of finding in it a
mombor of the Swintion Lok. )

In tho latter part of the afternoon Mott-st.” beoame |
80 crowded with Chinamen that it was diffficult to
pass through it. It seemed to bo a kind of fote day
among the Celestlals., Everybody was making merry.
The . groups on tho stroots laughed and chatted in-
cessantly, as only Chinamen can, and fiom overy
open door camo forth sounds of revelry. Onc marked
charecteristic of the merry-maldng was the absence of
intoxication. Frequently the jingling of monoy could
be hecard as one passed by on the strect, indicating
that the devotecs of fan tan were enjoying the de-
lights of that seductive gambling game.

Most of the members of the company wore dressod
in the bluo blouse and trousers worn by com:inon-folk
fn China, which have becomo familiar now in all
American oitles. The leading mien wear long over-
skirts of blue or gray silk and black caps. All wcar
long queues down thoir backs. Ono_ of tho men had
& quouo so long that when he had wound it once
sround his neok and shoulders tho ond reached almost
to his knoes. There are no women in the company,
the female oharaoters in the plays being impersonated
by men. Thig, probably, will not detract from theo
interest of the performances to American auditors
‘and spoctators, Taka Wing, who assumes the leading
female roles, is an intoresting young man of twenty-
soven yoars, He Is considered to bo extremely protty
in the role of Sean Neon Goon Joo, a princess. e
is a favorite in his native land, and has beon for
half & dozen years or more,

The lcading male parts are played by Moo Sung
Jeo, who stands at tho head of tho profession in
China. He is an intelligent man, and belleves that

» regular Chinose theatre can bo established and main-
tained ju thig city by his countrymen. _ Ma Kl Wing,
Chaw Lom Yin and Woy Sco Wo all play finportant
parts and are thought to be capable performors. Tho
play with which the company will open at tho Wind.
sor Theatro to-night will treat of life in China beforo
tha Christlan ora. The laws of China provide that
no play rclating to an existing dynasty shall. have
public representatfon, and the dramatic literature of
the country is, therofors, confined almost oxclusively
to the ancient history of the kingdom. ‘The opening
play treats of the wars botweon the Chinesp and
Tartars, and It 1s said to be. sufficiently full of “ blood
and thunder”? to suit any Mongolian who may have
beoomo filled with the ¥ Bowery Boy” spirit. 'The
costumes, Manager Murtha says, ara rich and oclaborate.
The performance will be a decided novelty in this

olty.






