ELZA PINESTON.

In this conmction we can not do bet-
tor than to give part of Mr. Key's

speech in theenate on December 19th.

“*Elizn Pinkstn has fearfoily wrouglt up the
feelings, the ayrpatliies, the indignation of the
Senator from Obo, {Mr. Shermun.] ller story
does not make te impression on my mind it did
on his, beeause donot believe it; he does. The
munler of the husband, lbe muvescre of the
helpless innocut Lnbe, the character of the io-
juries to the roman are not the work of the
white ruce or wny other civilised race. They
never ocourredas detniled. I know nothing of
ihe 1scts exceplas 1 buve seen them in the pa-
pers, but | wueriake to say that no white man
was concernd in the outrages detuiled by Elizn
I'inkston. i\l’ m“ﬁ from Ohio 1:lill lmrlli thn:
85 & general poposition negro tearimony is no
ol th";-vnlahnl:h';rulpr of credibility. It lsno
matter of surrise that this is so. The ances-
tors of this peple were savages when Lrought
to our snores; Their decenilunts were born in
slavery. ‘Lh school-house was shut against
them. ‘I'le lir was violated in teswehing them
to read and wite, Slavery und Ignorance de-
moralized th slave. Their associations were
with their om race, and even the free colo
muan wus not proitted to mingle with the sluves,
Untler such tircimstances it wus Impossible
that they shald be the subjects of muny refn-
ing influence, or that thewr moral percevtiona
should be clar and distinct.  They were not 10
blume forallhis; but the result wus a8 everyone
knows whe understands the sn Ject ut all,
that with st of them truth was not apprecia-
ted, chostit: was helsd in little repute, und the
obligationss! &n outh were not understood, for
they weresarcely ever in courts ur examined
as witnesse. [here are many glorions exccp-
tions to thistatement; und since the emancipa-
tion of the olored race the evidence ol » mark-
ed, I think may eay an astonishiog, lmprove-
ment in nilhese respects I8 most encouraging.
But historyand exparience tesch us thut when &
tace or peole have been demoralized by any
cause, ther ure many of them wlho never can be
recovered o elevated.

I beg to wssure my friend from Ohio [Mr.
Sherman] tiat thers are not so iurge s number
ol bunditt! ind savages umonr the white |mo%|.
of the Goutt us he bwn be o led to suppose by
the testimony he hewrd belore the Louisisna re-
turping bomrd. Abont the Ist of May, 1808,
whut was wlled the Memphi. riol occurred.
During the first segsion ol the Thirly-ninth
Congress thie House of Hepreseotstives uppoint-
ed u select commiitee, with our present dis-
tinguished Niviter to the governmeut ol ¥raoce
Mt ils hems. This commilire besrd testimony
detailing brutaities, outrages, und ferocitivs
equu), «r bearly so, to those detalled by Eliza
Piukspn. Among the witnesses sxamined by
thut ,ommittes were Frances Thompson aad
Lucy Smith. By relerring to the report of u.nt
comiitiee (House Represeniutives Heport No.
101, Iret sesnion | hirty-niuth Congress) the tes-
timory « f Frances snd Lucy may be foond.
Accoding te Frances’ story, she and; Lucy
live: together; seven Irishmen came to their
hous, Insulted her and Lucy, beat and cheked
unq robbed them, and four ol the Irishmen out-
rumd Frances' parson, snd three of them
Liey’'s.  Lucy satiempts the corroboration of
Funces' teslimony: says she and [Frances
Ived together; thal she was serenlren yeurs
adl; that bat ooe Lrish violated her y v
“he next une anid she was so near dead that he
sould have nothing to do with her, so be struck
der & blow and lelt her. The impreasion Lbis
testimony mude op the minds of that commitiee
wus s strong und vivid =s that made by that of
Kliza Pinkston on the judgment and feelings of
the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Sherman.] On
ga#n 13 nnd 14 of Mr. Washburne’s report will

']
ua

ound what he suys on the subject, He tells
that

‘*The colored girl, Lucy 8mith, who was be-
fore the sommitiee, ssid to be sixteen or sevsn-
teen yeara old, but who seemed from her sppear-
ance to be tWo or three years younger, was s gir,
of modest demennor and highly tespectable inl
np unce.

e speaks of Francea thus:

*'she bad been n sluve, was a eripple using
crulcues, having s cancer on her foot.

B0 utrocion@ was the story ol Lhese wrongs
that the blood of Mr. Washburne bolled over at
the borror of Its detuils, as did thutl of the Sen-
ator from Ohlo [Mr, Sherman] ov. r Ellza Piak-
ston’s and he tells with a burst of righicous in-
dignation, that

**IL s % mogular fact that while this mob was ‘
breathing vengeanoe nguinst the negroes, snd
shooling them down llke (ogs, yet waen they
found unprotected colorerd women they atonce
‘*conquered their prejudices, '’ and proceeded
to violate them under cireumstances of the most
licentivus brugaluy. '’ ‘

T'bat commiltee believed, honestly believed,
all thin was dooe, Fraoces Thormpson some

cui® aller was arrested lor violation of Lhe
uw, und upon examinstion of the cuse it was
dizcovered thut Frances was o man, a fact no
doubiknown all the while to Frances’ bedfel-
low, the yenog, modest, sad *‘lughly respectu-
ble’" Lucy smith. The testimony of these wit-
nesses was ulterly and necessarily ontrue, and
%0 is that of Eliza Pinkston, as is most apparent
Irom its [ace. She says that she had her baby
in her arms; that aoime of the men laid its litile
haud upon her arm and cut its throat, and them
they went to cutting her; they shot her twice,
once in the throat und once in the leg. This was
sll done in the house. ‘Lhen they got her out of
doors, and cut ber law into the Jaw-bune. and
cul her throal. They then gotthe uxe which she
chopped wood with, and struck her a blow on
the hesd with it with such violence that Is broke
the iron axe éu: ut the eye. Th'ﬁ cut her
head strings off. 'I'he Senaior from Ohlo [Mr.
Sherman) says they hamstrung her und violsed
her person. Here wus this wolusn, shot in the
breast and lex, with her (throat amd Jew sod
heudstrings out, stricken on the head with un
nxe with such force that the axe was broken,
bamutrung, and viclated, who was uble Lo get
ovirinio the colton-field, and thence to £
Tidwell's houde, and then 1o Epsy Willlame,
and then to Mirsudtates’s, woere she stald & few
duys. How far these pluces were mpart she
does not tell us. A sulsmander 18 nething to
Eliza, She tells us thut they left Henry Pink-
ston unburied, and ber for dead, and yet they
took thie body of the dead chilid & quarter of
mile wwasy snd threw 1t lnto m luke. And on this
testimony , the falsehood of which Is so uppar-'
ent on its fice, u Stute Is to be wistranchised und
a Presiden whom uu-npro le never slected s to
be placed 0 office. My Iriend from Ohlo lets
bis Deart 1o awey with his bead in giving cre-
denee 10 Eiza's story, The brutal trestment of
the husbam, the murder of the child, and the
injuries 10Eliza were not the deeds of white
mmen ur an’ other race. 1 do mot believe they
occurred w detulled. And, sir, these darkest
deeds mra done, we are told, in n Stute which s
under reptblican control, and no wurrants 1a-
aued, oflerders arrested, and no efiorts made to
punish thegiuulty sonsters.

Befove nmithein States and people ure held
Eulity ol sich groas outrages there ought to be
& anflicientamount of kinship between the sec-
tions net s ullow esch other to be convioled of
the must fiindish orimes on such fulse and un-
reasonsbile testimony. It would be better to
hold that dl presumptions of crime are uguinat
the southem people and thut they sre conclu-
sive O, lr, [t1s time that we become Infused

Wit moreof that charity which *‘thinketh no
evil und ir Kind;'* it is time thut we should
have thut wnfldence which would sllow us to
repose trud in ench other. It 1a time for us to
make our guverntuent one of law instend of
force. Itistime thiteffenders should be tried
and punishel and not those whe ure innocent.
Tue wicked should be condemped and not
communities or staies becuuse wicked men are
ln them, " ple luode Ad in the
good fuith nd Justice of their government or
the govervuent lose il in people,
tuere will insuch » country soon be mn end of
Liberly and froe institutions.  Lelvre the people
of my own Stale in the canvass lately ended I
on uil oecusions ludorsed the candidates of the
republicen party for President und Vice-Presi-
dent us patrioic und houest men, of whom any
purty or cunntry might be justly proud. I sup-
purteid Mr. Tilien sud Mr. Heodricks becsuse I
thoukh them i every way wortby for the high
oflices to whicy they sapjred, ¥ opluian af
noue of thero Cas cliuoged. None of them Jdes
size ihe oflices jor which 1bhey Were supported
ugainst tae wili of the people a8 expressed up-
der the methods provided by luw. We must bs
actuated by the same spirt. We wust seitle
tbis questivn 1n ome fair, jast, honorsvle mode
at unce peucelulund conciliutury. The pesce,
the barmony, the liberty of the people ure of
Iar greuler imipornaoce than the gquestion ms to
who shull be the occupunt ol the presidential
ehalr. Success vkuuld be sought ouly on the
meiits of the cise, Nolther purty should sesk
thie wdvantage under lechnical theorive or by
foree ol pliysical power, but the right shouid
be reschedl by honest, non-partisap, snd pesce-
ful wethods und the country, the whole country
be uppermotl 1n sl minde wnd hearts.




