| REFUSE 10 be

condemned to @

life of loneliness.
1 know what 1t

means to be really
utterly lonely and 1
am not going to
accept loneliness as
my future because of
a clash between nature

and the law.

Nature 1 am_ certain
always intended that 1
should be a woman.

But at the end of my
divorce case a few days
ago the judge ruled that
legally T am a man.

1 am going to appegl
against the judge's
decision because it takes
away from me all the
simple important things
I want so much—a
husband, an adopted
family. happiness.

It means that the law
of Britain forblds me
ever to share my life
with anyone. forbids me
to love or be loved, puts
me apart from all the
ordinary men and
women in the huwan
race

Love

In my teens 1 knew
the loneliness of that
kind of life.

Mentally 1 was female
and my body had femin-
ine shape.

Yet one part of me
was definitely male.

I was capable of loving
as a woman loves. But

.1 was not capable of
making love as a woman
makes love

I had breasts and hips
which came nuaturally
and, whatever [ wore, 1
looked so female that 1
could not even use the
gentlemen'’s loo.

Yet technically 1 was
male, so I could not live
properly as a girl

I was not capable of a
love match with either
men or women because of
my opposing mental and
physical characteristics
and I was_forced to be

neither male nor female

jety.
My in-between I11e
made me a target for the
misfits on poth sides. sio
I was pursued by male
and female homosexuals.
That belongs in my
past and 1 am deter-
mined it wm“not be my .
e as well.
tml‘\}ll; operation in Casa-
planca ten years ag{)
removed my male identl-
fication and BJt:aLt.implet,e
e as a wom
mThe surgeon may have
created something artl-
ficial, but it was made
so that it could function
properly. which {t does
with complete satisfac

tion

Future

So to me, and to v?élmr:%
ds, I am a
;x;lgnl %annot. be anything
else, despite the ruling of
the judge that I am 8
man and caxm%tnbe mar-
ried as a woman.

Well. I do intend to
marry again.

That is the future I
want for myself and 1
am not going to let the
judgment spoil my life.

f I d?\l xrxlotl win 2,’,‘,"
appeal whic am con-
sl%%ring. then I will have
to go abroad to France
or one of the other coun:
tries where I hope
would be fully recognised
as female

1 would hate to do it
pecause I love England.

But I would have no
choice because I could
not go through life living
as one thing and belng
called something else.

1 have gone through
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considerable menta)
hysical suﬁeringmlg
2 ax%n:ﬁ) t'full female ang
going to let .
thing stop me now. b
I intend to marry and
adopt children a
in Sxe country. e
I know I will be
wife because I an? %’3
understanding where
men are concerned and |
am a good housewife,

I do not sew very wel
b am £l
wi
nSIg me& Spanish

to give di
arties for up to !uolllxerr
then p:o lle andg did all
COooKiIng an L
vised everything. il

My future husband
going to have to be !x:
very special kind of man
because of the problems
he will have to face by
mgrrylng me.

1 do not have any
special type and all the
men I have had affairs
with have been vastly
different. But for me a
!kx}la\g must be gentle and

Any man who gets

- involved with me now,

however, will have to be
pretty tough because he
obviously will have to
put up with a lot of snide
remarks.

On the whole le
have been mcredibleel?nd
and, since my divorce
case and the publicity, 1
have frequently been

stopped in the street by
le who want to wish

ﬁceo‘;iell. and I have had
a lot of lovely letters.

Pleasure

But there will always

pe the odd ones who will

not be kind and who will
refuse to understand.

These people will put
my future man in a very
difficult position.

I mean, what will these
people think my hus-
band is ?

1 can assure you that
ne will not be homo-
sexual because I am nhot
interested in men like
that. -

Besides, no homosexual
would be interested in
me now and the onl{
form of love-making
enjoy is the most
straightforward In the
world.

The mental pleasure of
sex is more important to
me than the physical
side and I think that
absolute, full pleasure
comes only after knowing
a man for several months
spent adjusting and
attuning to one another's
needs.

Qualities

. It is impossible W
achieve this sort of
unison with some men
because they are too in-
gensitive and self-
centred, and marriage to
a man like that would
be disaster.

But I am sure that
somewhere there Is &
man I would find attrac-
tive and who would be
attracted to me and who
has the qualities of
gentleness and toughness
and sensmvlt{a and the
strength to § nd up to
the awful publicity the
marriage would be given.

1 hope I do not meet
the man too soon
because & courtship at
this Eime Svould be very
complicated.

I{DI am leganyea :vn%né
would anyon
became involved with me
be regarded legally a8 B
holmlgsexug”vlng urges to

ee a
do son?etmnz crazy W

eaal position fe

I mean, supposing 1
deliberately committed a
crime so that T would be
sent to prison, would it
be a prison.for men or a
prison for women ?

If the law regards me
as a man then it would
have to be a man’s
prison

But I cannot Imagine '

anv human being putling
me Into a place where |
would share a cell with
several men

Accepted

Some countries accept
mr completely as a
woman and in those
countries I could marry
a man, with .o problems.

In Britain. it seems, I
could only marrv a
,woman

Supposing 1 did both
would 1 be eguiltv of
bigamy ?

1 would not have two
husbands or two wives
s0 what would happen ?

In practice. of course
I do not intend to do
anything to defy the law
because I wanl to have
the law on my side
accepting me fully-as a
woman, so I intend act-
{ng always In the proper
legal manner.

1y appeal 18 unlikely
to be heard for a year or
more and meanwhiie. 1
must earn money
So later this month 1
am launching a new
career.

I will be running a
new restaurant with an
old friend called

rove how ridlculous the

{3, a chef
It is being called AD 8
—A for April, D for Des-
mond and the 8 comes
from the number in
- Egerton Gardens Mews,
Chelsea.

" That should be great
fun

It will seat about a
hundred and there is a
fantastic, beautiful brass
bar big enough for about
thirty people.

[ feel it will be rather

_like giving a large cock-
tail party every evening
and I am really looking
forward to it.

I do not mind being in
the public eye by run-
ning a restaurant or by
appearing on television,
because my biggest ambi-
tion Is to prove to the
world that I am feminine
and a woman.

Cause

People who meet me
and see me and talk to
me accept me without
question

So [ think that for the
moment my cause {s
helped by being seen.

Once I was in a club
with Peter O'Toole and
Omar Sharif and there
were two [riends standing
nearbv who started to
fight
I manazed to stop the
fizht and Omar Sharil
said to me: *“ April. vou
are not only a woman
but vou are a verv great
lady.”

That 1s what I

want to be.

Desmond Morgan who
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Why nature
goes wrong

— by a medical research doctor

currently

investigating the effects of sex drugs.

ONLY recently has medi-
cal science begun (o
find ont how and why
the body changes. How
boys become men. Why
girls become women.

We have knowh for some
time that each sex
produces both male and
female hormones,

Normal men produce
more male hormones
(androgens) and
normal women a pre-
dominance of female
hormones (oestrogens).

For each of us there is a
personal balance of
nature; a 2t of sexual
scales on which one
side is loaded more
heavily than the other,

But there are people for
whom this delicate
balance does nol work
properly These un-
fortunales are neither
fully male nor fully
female.

In the female. oestrogens
are responsible for the
change from girlhood
to womanhood — the
growth of breasts, the
onset of mensiruation,
the fuller, rounded
nlgure. But they can
also work on men,

Indeed, young male rats
which have been given
large doses of them
have grown up to act
as females.

What was not known
until recently was that
these hormones attach
themselves to parts of
the brain, which sub-

sequently affects sexual
behaviour, Normally, f
the body— male or
female — produces (oo
many hormones, nalure
has a safety valve.

The braln sends a mes:
sage to the pituitary
gland, which acts as its
“middle man” and tells
t h e hormone *“fac-
tories” (the testicles in
the male, the ovaries in
the female or perhaps.
the adrenal glands) Lo
stop making so many.

What we do not know is
what happens il the
brain does not work -
properly and its mes
sage gets garbled.

Or if the “ middle man '
makes a mistake, Or
if the glands them-
selves are faully,

It is possible, If any one
of these happens, thal
the body could go on
producing too many
wrong-sex hormones.

It is also possible thatl a
“man” with full male
body, could think and
act like a woman, and
want to be a woman.

I we add to" this pro-
blem all the various
psvehological aspects—
the influence of a domi-
nant mother or the
absence of a father.
lack of contact with
girls during childhood
rejection by society—
we have Indeed a
major catastrophe of
nature.




