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6-great speckled bird 

To love we must survive 
To survive we must fight 
To fight we must love ... 

As women, we want to live free, travel loose in our 
communities. Too many men, both in the community 
and from the outside, try to define our lives for us, rela­
ting to us only as another piece of ass, threatening our 
ability to live the kind of lives we want. This is the 
reason women are getting it together. We will show that 
if the Atlanta hip community is to survive, women must 
have room to move. 

We will not allow Atlanta to become the rape cen­
ter of North Amerika. We will be able to walk down 
Peachtree Street without constant propositions and har­
assment from men because we will be unified and strong. 
Women arc guarding against such attacks in a number of 
ways: 

1) By recognizing our lack of know-how in defen­
sive action against attackers: we walk at night in groups 
of twos and threes. 

2) By training ourselves in defensive fighting: ka­
rate, judo, etc. (Free karate classes may be open to At­
lanta women this summer.) 

3) By participating in the Community Patrol, 
which needs more women now. (Call 874-6498) 

Note: It's fairly safe on the Strip itself, but stay 
away from Lack alleys and side streets, scene of constant 
rape. 

Women also have to think of the bread we need 
to live, but we refuse to sell ourselves, either as sex ob­
jects or as decoration. There are opportunities for some 
bread in the community itself: sell the Bird; make 
clothes. jewelry, leatherwork, whatever, and sell through 
the Laundromat, coop store at Peachtree St. for only 
ten per cent consignment. 

Some of us have children besides: groups are get­
ting together to organize child care (see Karen at the 
Laundromat), alternative learning experiences, special 
crochet classes, and other crafts. Still needed are 
chances to learn auto mechanics, printing, carpentry. 
medical care. 

And, of course, we have to have a place to crash, 
if only this night and another. Some are doing commu­
nal things with groups, male and female. Some have 
separate apartments: but many, particularly women 
new to the community, need to find a place. Too often, 
a friendly invitation to crash becomes a struggle against 
an unwanted fuck. Women are finding out that they 
CAN choose when, where, how and with whom they 

• have sex. 
Finally, there are several services for women: the 

Community Center Clinic, now Mondays (general) and 
Wednesdays (birth control and V. D. check), also has 
counseling Monday nights and abortion counseling (see 
ad in Bird). 

mozelle 

In order to Serve The People, I need the people's help. 
If you have any ideas relevant to this series, please con­
tact the Bird. 

psychiatry: 
• • crime against 

SAN FRANCISCO-Walking into the enemy's inner 
sanctum is an enlightening experience. Last month, Gay 
Liberation invaded the National Convention of the Amer­
ican Psychiatric Association in San Francisco. We found 
out how tuned out the shrinks are. 

The main convention meeting looked like a refugee 
camp for Nixon's silent majority. It was 99 and 44/ 100 
per cent white, straight, male, middle-aged, upper middle 
class. They are the insulated ones-separated in their im­
maculate garb, cars, country clubs, planes, expensive ho­
tels-protected from emotional involvement by a gibber­
ishy vocabulary which translates humanity into "scienti­
fically" quantifiable and "objective" terms. 

Oh yes, psychiatrists come in different stripes; some 
are right-wingers, many are liberals. a few radicals. But 
they seem with few exceptions to be caught up in a sense 
of their unusual importance. They expect to be listened 
to. They have no qualms about male chauvinism, they've 
never even thought about it. 

And s~ they couldn't imagine what the woman was 
getting at when she took the microphone to say: "I want 
to know what room the women can have to meet togeth­
er in, and I want to know now." The chairman went on 
to the next speaker. Another woman got on the micro­
phone: "I don't believe you heard, we want to know 
what room we can have and we want to know now." 

A week after Kent State and Cambodia, the psychia­
trists had come to discuss business as usual. A caucus of 
radical psychiatrists described what business as usual 
would be: " ... a panel about American Indians which 
concentrates on suicide by them rather than genocide 
by us ... learning about aversion treatment for homo­
sexuals-but not considering whether homosexuality is 
really a psychiatric 'disease' ... hearing about drugs, new 
drugs and old drugs- but not about the ways drugs are 
used to tranquilize people who are legitimately upset ... 
hearing about psychiatry and law enforcement but not 
about how our society uses police to oppress people and 
prevent change ... discussing sexuality and abortion-
but not the way sex roles are used to oppress women." 

I've read psychoanalytic writing on homosexuality. 
They have a million theories about its "causes" and 
"cure." As a homosexual, it occurs to me that the shrinks 
don't know tl1eir elbows from their assholes. 

I don't so much mind people playing intellectual 
games. (How many angels can dance on the head of a 
pin?) But psychiatrists hold power to inflict their games 
on people. 

As a young homosexual you feel alone. You need 
answers but there's no one to talk to. So you read books 
or end up under the "care" of a psychiatrist. You find 
out how "sick" you are. The reactionaries want to "cure" 
you through brain washing, shock treatment or castra­
tion. The liberals just want you to "be happy." Of course 
they know homosexuality is an inferior way of life, but 
they have little faith in cures and encourage their patients 
to adapt to their "deviation." A minority of shrinks say 
that homosexuality falls within the "range of normality." 
Those with the latter view kept coming up to Gay Libera­
tion people after the sessions: "We agree with you, so 
what's your complaint'?" 

One of our replies was: "You do why don't you 
tell the world? Silence is also a crime." 

One of the worst mind pigs is Dr. Irving Bieber, 
Professor of Psychiatry at New York Medical College. Lis­
ten to Dr. Bieber: 

"A [ male} homosexual adaptation is a result of hid-
den and incapacitating fears of the opposite sex ... fre-
quent fear of disease or injury to the genitals . .. frequent-
ly includes attempts to solve problems involving the fa­
ther .. . The combination of sexual over-stimulation and 
intense guilt and anxiety about heterosexual behavior 
promote precocious and compulsive activity . .. By the 
time the son has reached the preadolescent period, he has 
suffered a diffuse personality disorder . .. pathologically 
dependent upon his mother and beset by feelings. of ina­
dequacy, impotence and selfcontempt . .. Mothers of 
homosexuals are usually inadequate wives. They tend to 
dominate and minimize their husbands and frequently 
hold them more or less openly in contempt . .. Often 
there is a sense of identification with a minority group 
which has been discriminated against. Homosexual socie­
ty, however, is neither 'healthy' nor happy. life within 
this society tends to reinforce, Fzxate and add new disturb­
ing elements to the entrenched psychopathology of its 
members. "(Irving Bieber, Homosexuality: A Psychoan­
alytic Study of Male Homosexuals) 

When we heard that Bieber and company were com­
ing to the American Psychiatric Association convention, 
we knew we had to be there. And we were-on the con­
vention floor microphone: 

"We've listened to you long enough; you listen to 
us. We're fed up with being told we're sick. You're the 
ones who are sick. We're gay and proud!"-bearded Kon­
stantin running around in a bright red dress. 

Andy laying it on the twenty shrinks who showed 
up for a Gay Liberation workshop. Gay r.uerrillas in the 
balcony sailing a paper airplane down to the convention 
floor when the delegates voted for a two-year study of 
violence. The airplane's message: "We've known 4,000 
years of violence. Don't fight us, fuck us! Don't shoot 
us, suck us!" 

Bruce heckling the man in a booth selling shock 
treatment machines. He demonstrates a machine which 

- shows slides of nude males during which the male patient 
is painfully shocked; the next slide is of a female, the pa-
tient receives no shock. • 

bisrou.ery, inr. 

Axis 
Booger 

* 
Celestial Voluptuous Banana 
Ether 
Fifth Order 
Glass Menagerie 
Hampton Grease Band 
lnterprize 
Perpetual Motion 
Radar 
Russian Butt Broil 
Stump Brothers 
Sweet Younguns 
Electric Collage Light Show 
Electric Melvin Light Show (cheap) 

876-0675 
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Finally we found Dr. Bieber on a panel (Transsex­

ualism vs. Homosexuality: Distinct Entities?) By this 
time I'm really angry: "You are the pigs who make it 
possible for the cops to beat homosexuals: they call us 
queer; you-so politely -call us sick. But it's the same 
thing. You make possible the beatings and rape in prisons, 
you are implicated in the tortuous cures perpetrated on 
desperate homosexuals. I've read your book, Dr. Bieber, 
and if that book talked about Black peopl~ the way it 
talks about homosexuals, you'd be drawn and quartered 
and you'd deserve it!" 

Bieber answers: "I never said homosexuals were 
sick, what I said was that they have displaced sexual ad­
justment. "Much laughter from us: "That's the same 
thing, motherfucker." He tries again, "I don't want to op­
press homosexuals; 1 want to liberate them from that 
which is paining them-their homosexuality." That used 
to be called genocide. 

Bieber is almost too good a target. His views are 
grotesquely reactionary; personally he is old, with a 
pinched face and nasal voice. A few days later we dealt 
with Nathaniel Mcconaghy, of Australia. Young, charm­
ing, sympathetic. ("I've gone on television urging an end 
to discrimination against homosexuals.") Mcconaghy was 
a more difficult target. He reported his "research" as part 
of the program entitled "Issues on Sexuality." 

From a summary of his paper: "With apomorphine 
therapy, the patient was given injections of apomorphine 
after which he viewed slides of males while experiencing 
the resultant nausea. With aversion-relief, the patient re­
ceived painful electric shocks after reading aloud phrases 
describing aspects of homosexual behavior. Following a 
series· of shocks, he read aloud a phrase describing an as­
pect of heterosexual behavior, and this was not followed 
by a shock ... " 

The Veteran's Memorial Auditorium is nearly full­
about 20 women's liberation people, 15 gay liberation 
people scattered through the 300 psychiatrists as McC::m­
aghy begins his paper. Shouts of "Vicious!" "Torture!" 
"Get your rocks off that way?" Mcconaghy stops, ap­
oarentlv he'd expected trouble. 

CHAKRA 
Thursday, Friday, & Sunday 
June 11, 12, & 14 

Free, open JAM SESSIONS 
every Tuesday and 
1Wednesday night. 

"If you'll just listen, I'm sure you'll find I'm on 
your side."lntermittent heckling continues, but he com­
pletes his paper. Five minutes of discussion and the chair­
man announces it's time to go on to the next paper. 
"We've listened to you, now you listen to us," we shout. 
"We've waited 5,000 years." The chairman responds, 
"Can't you just wait a half hour longer?" "We've waited 
long enough, we've waited long enough," comes our 
chant. With two papers still unread, the chairman an­
nounces, "This meeting is adjourned." 

We are in a room of enraged psychiatrists. "They 
should be killed," shouts one. "Give back our air fare," 
shouts another. 

Maria De Santos.reads from a Women's Liberation 
statement: "Women come to you suffering from depres­
sion. Women ought to feel depressed with the roles so­
ciety puts on them ... Those roles aren't biologic, those 
roles are learned ... It started when my mother threw me 
a doll and my brother a ball ... " 

Michael Itkin reads the Gay Liberation demands. 
Anarchy. Knots of people talking loudly all over the 
room. Shrinks coming up asking us what we want. Finally, 
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Because of booming business, we need more bands 
immediately - for the summer and fall. 
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some discussion. 
Dozens of gay brothers and sisters have told me 

what awful experiences they've had with shrinks. "I was 
in and out of mental hospitals for three years. I know 
how to talk their language, and they're motherfuckers," 
a brother told me. Another said, "When I was about 19, 
I read Bieber's book; that set me back two or three years. 
Then I went to a psychiatrist who took Bieber as gospel; 
finally, after a year, I stopped." 

Rather than dealing with a sick society, the shrinks 
deal with the individual victims of that society. Conform, 
fit in, straighten up, the shrinks tell us. "Something's 
wrong? It's in your head." And for the privilege of getting 
such advice, we pay them $30 an hour, and more. 

One of Gay Liberation's demands to the conven­
tion was "the abolition of psychiatry as an oppressive 
tool." The more I think about it, the more I favor the 
abolition of psychiatry, period. 

-gary alinder/ berkeley 
tribe/liberation news service 
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EXTENSIVE SELECTIONS IN: 
sociology, ecucation, philosophy, literature, ecology, . 
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OPEN 8 AM -12 MIDNIGHT 7 DAYS A WEEK 

'.BOOiEAiiiial 
ACROSS FROM DAVISON'S 


	Contents
	image 1
	image 2
	image 3
	image 4
	image 5
	image 6
	image 7
	image 8
	image 9
	image 10
	image 11
	image 12
	image 13
	image 14
	image 15
	image 16
	image 17
	image 18
	image 19
	image 20
	image 21
	image 22
	image 23
	image 24




