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Ru, Wake Up, Girl

by Joan Jett Blakk

. h, that Ru Paul. She’s
been everywhere this
year, has she not? I
guess it was as un-
avoidable as left-over turkey
after Thanksgiving that Ru
would do a Christmas song.
And she has. Now, before I
go any further, I must tell you
that I absolutely loathe Christ-
mas music. I absolutely refuse
to go anywhere near a depart-
ment store this time of year
for fear of hearing Nat King
Cole singing about Chester’s
nuts roasting, or whatever. So
it was with great trepidation
that I approached this new
recording.

Stupid song aside, Ru can
really sing. But this is not a
surprise. We knew this to be
true. His first clever release,
“Supermodel of the World”
inspired the diva in everyone
who heard it. With this song,
Miss Ru is following in the
footsteps of yet another gor-
geous diva. Anyone remem-
ber what Grace Jones sang as
she climbed out of a box on
the Pee Wee Herman Christ-
mas Special of years past?
Yes, my children, it was “Lit-
tle Drummer Boy.” Watching
Grace sing ‘“Par-rum-pum-
pum-pum (or whatever) was

of a gospel-like flavor, with a
lot of good old soul music feel
to it. I mean isn’t this kind of
serious stuff? But, above and
beyond that, like I said be-
fore, I hate this song. All of
these damn Christmas songs
have been done to death, and
no one, not even the
faaaaaaabulous Ru Paul can
make them sound better. I'm
more excited about whatever
she’ll come up with next.

Speaking of new things, I
also gave a listen to Me’'Shell
Ndege Ocello, a NewYork
based singer/songwriter. The
last part of her name is
‘Swahili for “free like a bird:
Her latest effort is called
Plantation Lullabies, one of
the first releases from Madon-
na’s Maverick label. Clearly,
Miss Thing’s got it goin’ on.
This is a collection of smooth
jazz, hip-hop type rap songs
and dancey-like numbers
sometimes overtly sexy in
style. “Dred Loc¢’ and ‘“Two
Lonely Hearts (on the Sub-
way)’ were stand-out cuts for
me. I'll tell ya though, this
girl sounds real butch, so
maybe there’s some more fun
up Me'Shell’'s sleeve. Good
work, Madonna, for pushing
fresh talent like this.
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