
By LINDA McKAY .. 

And It can be a terrible 
shock to suspect that your 
son is bi-sexual or gay. · 

But our research shows 
that most Gender Benders 
are anything but gay. In -
fact, most of their blood ls . 
·as red as their lipstick.. 

They make-up and dress 
·up entirely out of a sense of 
fashion. And the girls find It 
a turn-on and sexually 
attractive_ 

.often enough It's the: 
wives and girl friends who 
teach the Ge'nder Benders· 
the best techniques with 
powder and paint. 

But what are these men 
trymg. to say? To find out 
we searched the whole o( 
Britain for the Gender Ben­
ders and their controversial 
views proved extraordinar­
ily reveallng. 

• Peter ~lexander-"I tlon't reaemble Boy George :::::/~!:~ 
I'm mol!'e Hite Rita Bayrworth." Picture: NIGEL CAIRNS 

In the Mid.lands we found 
happily-married John 
Raven. That's him In the 
llpgloss and.eye make-up In 
the picture on the opposite 
page. . 

By day 27-ye.ar-old John 
works as a labourer for 
British Rail. But when he 
takes his wife Sharon out 
for the evening the chances 
are he'll be wearing her 
make-up, women's shoes 
and ribbons In his plaited 
hair. 

John, of Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands, said: "I sim: 
ply like to look dltrerent 
and have a horror of look-
ing like everyone else. · 

"I'm not a poof and I'm 
not bl-sexual-although I · 

Wish I · were because that 
way you get the best o! 
both worlds. I'm very 
heterosexual and happily 
roamed. · 

Men's !ib' 
"I don't want'to look like . 

a woman and I'm not dres­
sed In drag. I'm just strlk· 
ing a blow for men's lib. 

'.'Warne~ can wear men's 

clothes and nobOOy cares 
but!! a man wears women's 
thlngs.then:'s a riot. 

"My Wife loves me w~ar- · 
Jng make-up. These days 
ahe thinks I look terrible 
without it." 

His w!!e Sharon-a 24-
year old secretary who mar­
ried John three years ago-. 
aald: "I think he looks abso­
lutely marvellous dressed 
up. Much better with his 
make-up on. I wish more 
men would be a bit more 
adventurous. 

"Underneath those: 
.clothes John's a real man. 
·l'm hlil- Wlfe and I should. 
know. He 13 very ~trong. 

Th.e're 'Is· certalrily · nothing 
effeminate about him." 
· John-whose hobby ls 

.weight training and body 
building-developed as a 
Gender Bender after seeing 

·Boy George on TV some 
months ago. 

. He said: "Boy George fas-. 
cmated me and I thought if 
he could dress like that so 
CO'lld I. 

'-' People are lwrrifled 
when I go into the local Co­
op wearing my make-up 
and nail varnish. But ' the 
one who comes ln for the 
nasty remarks ls Sharon. 

"People. think, 'what's a 
nice girl like her doing with 
a freak like him?' But as 
long as she doesn't mind-

. ·,~ 
"I wouldn't describe 

.myself as gay. I have many . 
friends of el t h er sex. 

:Women definitely think this ' 
look Is sexy. · 

"They don't feel they · 
have to play a role if a man 
1s wearing make-up the way ' 
they have to when con- ' 
fronted with a macho type: 
man. It definitely turns on'· 
the gtrls." · 

Peter writes songs, !lngs: 
and is hoping to make a ' 
record using the name. 
0 Atnber... · 

He said: "!don't resembli! 
Boy George or Marilyn in 
the slightest. I 'm more Rita 
Hayworth. . 
· "Most people dressing up 
today want to look like 
their pop star idols. I 'm 
doing it because I enjoy it." 

. One of Peter's girl friends · 
:freelance writer Barbara'. 

· Shores, said: "I think Peter 
looks absolutely amazing 

. ·when he has all his make· 
_up and everything on. ·'I 

. prefer men with make-up 
on. It makes them look· 
tremendously sexy." 

American-born Barbara, 

!9, who lives In Brlxtor\ 
· 5outh-West London, 1lrst 

;witched on to male make-
1p after seelng Tim Curry 
n the role o! Frank N. 
rurter ln the outrageoUll 
:locky Horror Show play. 

For the part he wore 
;tocklngs and suspenders 
rnd wa.s made-up WI a 
woman. 

Barbara said: "I think 
that was the tlrst tlme I 
realised how sexy a man 
co.uld look 1n make-up. He 
looked sensational I was a 
bit surprised to find It so 
attractlve but now It's 
become fashionable. I only 
really go out with men who 
do wear make-up. 

"I think men like Peter. 
appreciate women more 
and female characteristics." 

Former printer Graham 
Vee wouldn't dream of 
going out without his make-· 
up. He spends about £5 a 
week on new cosmetics and 
tends to favour red lipstick, , 

20-year-old girl friend 
Vlanney makes them up. 

Ivor said: ·"It's a good 
arrangement. MY girl l'riend 
ls a blg ran· or Boy George 
herself. In fact she encour· 
aged me to copy him." 
. Simon McGarth, now 19, 

has been wearlng make-up 
since he was 15. 
It truces him an average or · 

two hours to achieve his 
amazing look. His blond · 
hair ls spiked up Into an 
eight-inch high Mohican 
style. Matt foundation,. 
three colours or carefully , 

. shaded eye-sha~ow, eye _ 
-~;- ,·_ liner and deep cnroson ~P..;1 
~t!clt.complete--the-et'fee 

Trend-setters ~ 
He weilrs a pair of lishnet . · · 

tight.a cunningly converted . · · 
into full-length gloves, a · 
black satin top from Miss 
Sel!rldge boutique and 
black leather jeans. The 
whole lot topped of! by a . 
pair of Bet Lynch-style ·. 

"dangly earrings. 
• Simon, ah apprentice at :· 
an electronic engineering 
1lrm, who · lives in North 
Manchester said: "I think ' 
make-up make!! me look : 
better. It gives me the .. 

· chance to shape my face 
and Improve it. · 

"I'd wear It all the time ;r · 
I could but obviously I 
can't. For a start, you run 
the risk or being beaten up 
by the macho types . 

.John and Sharon Raven-"What' a nice 1lrl like her 
dolna with a freak like met" Picture: BRIAN RANDLE . 

"And or course I've been 
wamed about my appear­
ance at work. I have to 

·flatten my hair down when 
I go in and wear no make· 
up . 

"I ' think anyone ·who 
jud-ge1 me just on appear­

. ance la very narrow· 

blue eye shadow and fots or. 
foundation and blusher, 

Girl· .friends 
Graham, of Norman ·· 

Road, Leeds, said: 
"I dress like thLs all · the 

time-not just for going out· 
at night. · 

"Whenever I go out I face 
back-staos. and snides usu· 
ally from gangs of l(\ds. ~· 

can't ge,· lnt.o a pub without' . 
. getting Into a tight 10 • I 
don't bother any more. 

"I see notblni wroni wit.Ii. 
dressing and maklnl up 
llke thla. I believe th11 look 
ls here to stay." 

Grahri.m. 20, even deslgna 
and runs up his . own. 
clothes. He admits to belnl 
bi-sexual but says: "I do. 
have a couple of girl frienda 
and other friends but 
nothing steady. Frankly, at: 
the moment I am pretty 
bored with sex." 

The crazy Gender· Bender 
cult has even reached as far 
·afield as Belfast. · Clot;heli 

designer Ivor Morrow 
decided to adopt the Boy 
George look - about six 
months ago. 

He said: "It was the Cul­
ture Club music which 
attracted me first-the 
dress style came second. 

"Belfast Is still full ot 
punks and skinheads so 
this look is a rarity. 

"The style ls corrlrortable; 
colourful and casual. And I 
didn't mind the funny 
remarks my friends made at 
first." 

Ivor, 22, from the suburb 
o! Rathcoole, designs all 
the outfits himself and hLs 

minded." . 
What do trend-setters­

Boy George and Marilyn 
think or the way ~he Gen- ~ 
der Benders have followed 
their elaborate fashions-­
and have even taken the 
cross-dressing a daring step · 
further? 

Blond Marilyn....:..who 
favours lots o! glitter and 
sequins-admits he Is flat­
tered by the copycats. 

He told me: "I feel quite 
complimented that people 
copy me but ultimately I 
J;i.ope they develop theli 
own style. · 

"While keeping partS o! 
my image that suit their 

•; ~· ~ l ' 

Boy Geor1~attered by hl8 
bizarre army of Imitators 

awful thing to say, but for a. 
girl to have sex with some-

_..one- llke.- me..s.1.sn•t-BUch a: 
problem. I am not mas-' 
culine. I don't want to be. · 
You can be a lot more 
.attractive with your mind: 
·than with your body." : 

· It l.s, of course, an old. 
tradition of stage and TV In; 
Br!taln for male entertain- ! 
ers to dress In drag. 

Apart from the best- ! 
known . female imper- '. 

LES DA WSOM . . : · sonator, · Danny La · Rue;j 
' rd n' ev' er ao out' . many comics don women's j a . clothes some of the time. 
In the street look· Les' Dawson's Hllda ; 

Ing like that.' Ogden-style outnta are : 
· loved by mllllons. Said Les: i 

RONNIE BARKER 
'I hate drag now. i 
just feel It'• 
faintly · obscene.' · 

personality I t!itnk every· 
one has their own style. 
They just need to develop 
it." 

Boy. George la also flat­
tered by the army ot 
1mltatora he has spawned. 

."The amazing thing," he 
said, "ls that when I 1lrst 
went round the record com· 
panies nobody wanted. to 
know me becaUBe they said 
I was too weird. · 

"But now they all seem to 
be desperate to find some" 
body who looks a bit like 
me 1n any way at all. I 
suppose it's flattering-but 
sometimes it can be a bit 
annoying." . _ 

George also understands 
why women are sexually 
attracted to Gender· Ben·1 
de rs. 

,"It's just part of the enter- : 
talnment business to me. : 
I'd never _go out In the . 
street looking like that. 

"But I . think the Boy·: 
George styles look great on · 
the kids. ·More power to·· 
their elbow." · 

But comedian Ronnie. 
Barker recently , ditched 
dressing up as a woman In · 
the Two Ronnles TV serle.s 
he shares with comedian 
Rormle Corbett. 

He sald: "I've grown to 
hate seeing myself playing · 
a woman. It makes me ill 
and my wife Joy feels s1clc. . 

"I hate drag now. I don't · 
lmow why-I Just !eel that 
it's fain.tly obscene. But 
that's just because or Ill¥ 
straight background." 

When the Sunday M1rror i 
set . out to lnvest!gat.e the . 
Gender Bender cult th.ere~ 
was just one place our · 
reporters drew a blank.- ; 
Scotland. ; 

In Glasgow, Eddie Tobin. '. 
general manager or several · 
discos, told us: "This la a~ 
heavy industrial city and it 
produces men_ They drink · 
and smoke heavily and are 
prone to a punch-UI>-espe- · 
.clally with female look-· 
aliltes. : 

"They wouldn't admire a ; 
Boy George copy, They: 
would think he was a poof." ' 

Ironic, really, In ,an area ; 
where males have been ' 
wearing colourful sklrtll tor 
years. · i 

an Only the macho-men 
of Scotland call them : 

He 

kilts, 


