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By LINDA McKAY

THEY are shocking. They are out-
rageous. They call themselves the
Gender Benders—the latest youth
cult to follow In the high-heeled
footsteps of blzarre pop idols Boy
George and Marllyn, '

Gender Bender boys are mad
about make-up and adore dressing

20-year-old girl friend
Vianney makes them up.
Ivor sald: -“It's a good
arrangement. My girl friend
is a big fan of Boy George
herself. In fact she encour-
aged me to copy him.”

. Simon McGarth, now 19,
has been wearing make-up
since he was 15.

It takeés him an average of

comin% out of the wardrobe. They
wear their high camp clothes In the
street, to the local pub and even
shopping in the supermarket. :

But WHY do they choose to wear.
women’s clothes and make-up?
What do their wives, girl friends and
parents think? Why do they put up:

“ders are easy to
spot. These days you
can see them on sub-
urban streets from
‘Penzance to Penrith,

More and more
parents are discover-
ing their children turn-
ing to astonishing new
fashions that make
even Boy George look
butch.

And it can be a terrible
shock to suspect that your
son is bi-sexual or gay.

But our research shows
that most Gender Benders
are anything but gay. In
fact, most of their blood is
‘as red as their lipstick..

They make-up and dress
‘up entirely out of a sense of
fashion. And the girls find it
a turn-on and sexually
attractive,

Often  enough it's the.
wives and girl friends who
teach the Gender Benders
the best techniques with
powder and paint.

But what are these men
trying to say? To find out
we searched the whole of
Britain for the Gender Ben-
ders and their controversial
views proved extraordinar-
ily revealing.

In the Midlands we found wish I were because that
happily-married John way you get the best of

Raven. That’s him in the
lipgloss and eye make-up in
the picture on the opposite
page, ;

By day 27-year-old John
works as a labourer for
British Rail. But when he
takes his wife Sharon out
for the evening the chances
are he’ll be wearing her
make-up, women’'s shoes
and ribbons in his plaited
hair.

John, of Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands, said: “I sim-
ply like to look different
and have a horror of look-
ing like everyone else,

“‘I'm not a poof and I'm
not bi-sexual—although I°

HE . Gender . Ben...

up. And the girls love it. Amazingly,
they find It tremendously sexy.
These days, far from simply dres-
sing up In the privacy of their own
homes, the Gender Benders are,

l

Peter Alexander—“I dlon’t resemble Boy George at all.
I’'m more like Rita Hayrworth.”

otteh worlds. I'm very
eterosexual and ha
married, o

Men’s lib

“I don’t want to look lke
f woman and I'm not dres-
sed in drag. I'm just strike
ing a blow for men’s lib,

“Women can wear men's

clothes and nobody cares
but if & man wears women's
things there’s a riot.

“My wife loves me wear-'

Ing make-up, These days
she thinks I look terrible
without it.”

His wife Sharon—a 24-
year old secretary who mar-
ried John three years ago—
gald: “I think he looks abso-
lutely marvellous dressed
up. Much better with his
make-up on. I wish more
men would be a bit more
adventurous,

“‘Underneath those!
.clothes John’s a real man.,
‘Im his wife and I should
know, He Is very strong.

Picture: NIGEL CAIRNS

There "is’ certainly’ nothing
effeminate about him.”
* John—whose hobby is

.weight training and body

building—developed as a
Gender Bender after seeing

‘Boy George on TV some

months ago.

He sald: “Boy George fas-.
cinated me and I thought if
he could dress like that so
could I,

‘‘People are korrified

when I go into the local Co- -

op wearing my make-up
and nail varnish. But'the
one who comes in for the
nasty remarks is Sharon.
“People think, ‘what’'s a
nice girl like her doing with
a freak llkke him? But as
long as she doesn’t mind—

fashion history of the Eighties,

with the abuse in pubs and streets?

The Sunday Mirror has made an In-
derth investigation of the crazy new
cuit, which will become part of the
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““and she -doesn't—I don't
* ‘care what people think,”

Peter Alexander is @a
handsome young man,
whose appearance during
the day wouldn't rate a
shocked stare, But when he
goes out in the evening 22-
rear-old Peter transforms
imself into a staggeringly
attractive “'girl”,

The make-up 18 flawless,
hair groomed to perfection
and he even dons black
leather skirt and stiletto
shoes.

Peter, unemployed, from
‘Wood Green, North London,
said: “I just lke to be
attractive to a lot of people.

Macho type

“I wouldn't describe
-myself as gay. I have many.
friends of elther Bgex.
:Women definitely think this
look is sexy. e

“They don't feel they
have to play a role if a man
is wearing make-up the way
they have. to when con-,
fronted with a macho type*
man. It definitely turns on"
the girls,”

Peter writes songs, sings,
and is hoping to make a
record using the name.
“Amber”, :

He said: “I don’t resembla
Boy George or Marilyn in
the slightest. I'm more Rita
Hayworth,

* “Most people dressing up
today want to look like
their pop star idols, I'm
doing it because I enjoy it.”

"One of Peter’s girl friends,
freelance writer Barbara
Shores, said: “I think Peter
looks absolutely amazing

“when he has all his make-

up and everything on. .'I

. ‘prefer men with make-up

on. It makes them look:
tremendously sexy.”

American-born Barbara,

9, who llves In Brixton,
. 3outh-West London, first
iwitched on to male make-
1p after seeing Tim C

n the role of Frank N,
Ffurter in the outrageous
Rocky Horror Show play.

For the part he wore
stockings and suspenders
and was made-up as &
woman.

Barbara said: “I think
that was the first time I
realised how sexy a man
could look in make-up. He
looked sensational. I was a
bit surprised to find it so
attractive but now it's
pbecome fashionable. I only
really go out with men who
do wear make-up.

“I think men like Peter,
appreciate women more
and female characteristics.”

Former printer Graham
Vee wouldn’'t dream of
going out without his make-
up. He spends about £5 a
week on new cosmetics and

tends to favour red lipstick,

John and Sharon Raven—“What' a nice girl like her

doing with a freak like me!” Picture: BRIAN RANDLE
blue eyé shadow and lots of  can’t g0 into a pub without” designer Ivor Morrow
.getting into & fight 30 .I  decided to adopt the Boy
SR R don’t bother any more. George look about six
. “I see nothing wrong with ~ months ago.

He said: “It was the Cul-

dressing and making u
loog ture Club music which

like this. I believe this

is here to stay.” attrac{.eld me first—d.tho
£ ; dress style came second.
. Graham, 20, even designs “Belfest is still full of

and runs up his own,

clothes. He admits to being g‘jgks and skinheads so

look is a rarity.

. » i-sexual but s. “I do, .

Girl friends ﬁaﬁ a couple o?ag)i,rl friends “The style is comfortable,

. and other friends but colourful and casual. And I

Graham, of Norman = pnothing steady. ,at; didn’t mind the funny

Road, Leeds, sald: the moment I am pretty remafks my friends made at
“I dress like this all the  bored with sex.” first.”

Ivor, 22, from the suburb

of Rathcoole, designs all
the outfits himself and his

DAY

time—not just for going out’
at night.

“Whenever I go out I face
back-stabs. and snides usu-
ally from gangs of lads. I

’

The crazy Gender Bender
cult has even reached as far,
‘afleld as Belfast. Clothes
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two hours to achieve his
amazing look. His blond
hair is spiked up into an
eight-inch high Mohican
style. Matt foundation,.
three colours of carefully.
shaded eye-shadow, eye

Trend-setters -
He wears a pair of fishnet

. tights cunningly converted . -
into full-length gloves, a

black satin top from Miss
Selfridge boutique and
black leather jeans. The
whole lot topped off by a .
pair of Bet Lynch-style

:dangly earrings.

. Simon, an apprentice at.
an electronic engineering
firm, who lives in North
Manchester said: “I think
make-up makes me look :
better, It gives me the
chance to shape my face
and improve it.

“I'd wear it all the time if
I could but obviously 'I
can't. For a start, you run
the risk of being beaten up
by the macho types. i

“And of course I've been
warmed about my appear-
ance at work. I have to

-flatten my hair down when

I go In and wear no make-
up. s

“1 ‘think anyone who
judges me just on appear-
ance s very narrow-
minded.” : :

What do trend-setters
Boy George and Marilyn
think of the way the Gen-*
der Benders have followed
their elaborate fashions—
and have even taken the,
cross-dressing a daring step
further? : ot

Blond Marilyn—who
favours lots of glitter and
sequins—admits he is flat-
tered by the copycats.

He told me: “I feel quite
complimented that people
copy me but ultimately I
hope they develop thelr
own style, Ry

“While keeping parts of
my image that suit thelr

eep crimson lp--¢;

liner and P-4
(i stick complete the-effect:

"LES DAWSON

¢ I'd never go 0“{'clothu some of the time,
in the street look- '

ing like that.’

oo

A
RONNIE BARKER
‘I hate drag now. I
ust feel it’s
faintly obscene.’ ’

personality I think every-
one has thelr own style,
El}.ey Just need to develop

Boy George is also flat-
tered by the army of
imitators he has spawned.

“The amazing thing,” he
sald, “Is that when I first
went round the record com-
panies nobody wanted. to
know me because they sald
I was too weird. :

“But now they all seem to
be desperate to find some-
body who looks a bit like
me in any way at all
suppose it's flattering—but
sometimes it can be a bit
annoying.” - =

George also understands
why women are sexually
attracted to Gender Ben-)
ders.

He sald: |

Boy George—flattered by his
bizarre army of imitators

awful thing to say, but for a
girl to have sex with some-
_one_like- me“isn't“such a
problem. I am not mas-
culine. I don’'t want to be.
You can be a lot more,
attractive with your mind.
than with your body.”

Britain for male entertain-
ers to dress in drag.

Apart from the best-
known . female imper-
.sonator, - Danny Rue,
many comics don women's

Les Dawson’s Hilda
Ogden-style outfits are
loved by millions. Sald Les:
“It's just part of the enter-
tainment business to me.
I'd never go out in the
street looking like that.

“But I.think the Boy
George styles look great on
the kids. -More power to
their elbow.” |

But comedian Ronnle
Barker recently, ditched
dressing up as a woman in
the Two Ronnles TV serles
he shares with comedian
Ronnie Corbett.

He sald: “I've grown to
hate seeing myself pl
a woman, It makes me
and my wife Joy feels siclc

“I hate drag now. I don't
know why—I just feel that
it’s faintly obscene. But §
that's just because of my
straight background.”

When the Sunday Mirror

set. out to investigate the
Gender Bender cult there
was just one place our
reporters drew a blank—
Scotland.
In Glasgow, Eddie Tob
general manager of sevel
discos, told us: “This is a
heavy industrial city and it §
produces men. They drink
and smoke heavily and are §
prone to a punch-up—espe-
cially with female look-
alikes.

“They wouldn’'t admire a
Boy George copy. They
would think he was a poof.”

Ironic, really, in an area
where males have been
wearing colourful skirts for

years.
Only the macho-men
of Scotland call them

kilts,



