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Quote of the week 

"One of the things I find so frustrating is 
the fact that you rum on the television set 
and nine-tenths of the national news is about 
so-called women's issues ... but none of it is 
associated with the women's movement.. .. 
It's not conscious; it's beyond conspiracy. 
It's a definitional problem, a cultural drift, 
two-thirds of which is underwater .... I keep 
th.inking of the sentence in college textbooks 
about how women were 'given' the vote, a 
phrase which ignored 150 years of struggle 
and hunger strikes. The changes are there, 
but unless we know how the changes got 
made, we won't know how to continue." 

-Gloria Steinem in a January Vanity Fair 
inlerview. 

'Buchanan goons' 
tackle activist 

CONCORD, N.H.-Two men associated 
with the presidential campaign of conserva­
tive Republican Patrick Buchanan taclcled an 
AIDS activist and dragged him outside after 
he began chanting during a Dec . 10 press 
conference in New Hampshire where 
Buchanan officially announced his candida­
cy. 

Michael Petrelis of ACT UP/DC told 
GCN, "I went to the Buchanan press confer­
ence because he wrote an opinion piece sev­
eral years ago saying that gays deserve AIDS 
because they have violated God's laws. I 
wouldn't be surprised if Buchanan called for 
a quarantine on people with AIDS, mandato­
ry fllV testing and imprisonment for fllV­
infected physicians." Petrelis said that he is 
in New Hampshire to work on the presiden­
tial primary and assist in reviving ACT 
UP/New Hampshire. 

Dressed in a suit and tie and sporting a 
short haircut, Petrelis interrupted the press 
conference after about five minutes, chanting 
"ACT UP, fight back, fight AIDS!" He also 
held up a sign saying "We are all living with 
AIDS." 

"Before I knew it, I was tackled by two 
Buchanan goons," said Petrelis. "They did 
not ask me to leave, but instead literally 
dragged me out into the concrete parking 
lot." The right side of Petrelis' head was 
scraped as he was dragged across the con­
crete and his lower right arm was bruised. 

According to the Boston Globe, one of the 
men who taclcled Petrelis is Buchanan's spe­
cial event coordinator, Chris Tremblay. 
Another Buchanan official, state campaign 
director Paul Nagy, followed Petrelis as he 
was dragged outside the Legislative Office 
Building and reportooly warned, "Every time 
you come here, this is what you are going to 
get Tell your friends." 

"We must keep a fire at all the candidates' 
feet," said Petrelis, who believes none of the 
current presidential contenders are good on 
gay or AIDS issues. 

-Jacob Smith Yang 

'Frisco police tar­
get NAMBLA 

SAN FRANCISCO-Members of the 
North American Man/Boy Love Association 
(NAMBLA) have charged that a police 
department spokesperson falsely accused the 
group of "distributing literature telling 
'where and how' to meet young boys at 
video stores and arcades" during NAM­
BLA's 15th Annual General Membership 
Conference in San Francisco, Nov. 8-11. 

According to the San Francisco 
Chronicle, Police Captain Diarmuid Philpott 
addressed a news conference concerning 
sexual abuse of Asian children, saying that 
"[NAMBLA] and other networks like it tell 
where and how to approach children, and 
where in the city these children hang out .... 
They will lay out a map." 

A press release from NAMBLA states that 
the group is a political and educational orga­
nization that seeks understanding for consen­
sual relationships between adults and people 
younger than 18 years. They maintai., that, 
while they believe "consenting relationships 
between men and boys should be celebrat­
ed, ... we do not and never have, assisted in 
sexual liaisons or broken the law." 

NAMBLA pokesperson Bill Andriette 
told GCN, "Thi points lo a tendency to 
equ 1e organizing around thi i ue with 
breaking the l w. Police effectively use this 
t Li to prevent political organizing " 

-Jacob Smith fong 

Rights in rural NY 
ITH.A , ' Y .-A mo tly rural coun[)' in 

'cw Yon. tare~ comprehenshe gay 
and l btan rights 1 " . 2. after a imilar 
ver ion " narrow.I defeated in July. 
Th m · C unty ·ill j in the m than 

2 • DECEMBER 15-21, 1991 

100 counties and municipalities throughout 
the nation that afford gay men and lesbians 
protections from discrimination. 

The fair practice law, passed by a vote of 
nine to six in the County Board of 
Representatives, will prohibit discrimination 
in employment, housing, loans, services and 
education, according to Heather Allore of the 
Ithaca Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Task 
Force. The city of Ithaca has had a gay and 
lesbian rights ordinance since 1984. 

''They had the pro-[gay rights law] and the 
opposition come in opposite doors" during a 
public hearing, according to Allore. The pro­
posed legislation "has been really divisive in 
the county," she added. "It's mostly been 
opposed by fundamentalist Christian groups. 
Members of the gay community have been 
having death threats." Allore stated, howev­
er, that she believes the anti-gay atmosphere 
will die down now that the law has been 
p~ 

-Dawn Schmitz 

Transsexual 
student expelled 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.-A male-to-female 
transsexual nursing student has charged that 
she was "kicked out" of her two-year pro­
gram at Tennessee State University (TSU) 
because someone complained about her 
transgender status. 

According to Query, a Tennessee lesbian 
and gay newspaper, Tracy Quirling received 
a memo from nursing school dean Marion 
Anema, saying that she could not continue in 
her program at TSU. "[Nashville's Park 
View Hospital] where you were scheduled 
for clinical experiences this fall will not per­
mit you to continue your clinical rotation 
because of a gender issue," reads the memo 
from Anema. "It was the perception of some 
individuals at the institution that your 
appearance and voice would not be received 
positively by patients." 

"I expected prejudice and discriminatory 
remarks when I started the program," said 
Quirling. "I got some from general students 
on campus, but [ until now] I got none from 
within the nursing program." 

Quirling met with Anema after receiving 
the memo. Anema reportedly told her TSU 
could do nothing about Park View's deci­
sion, which emerged from complaints by at 
least one doctor. She said that me nursing 
program had made attempts to place 
Quirting at other hospitals offering clinical 
rotation, with no success. 

Quirling is in the pre-operative phase of 
her gender reassignment. She had planned to 
have her final surgery next summer, in order 
to work around her school and clinical rota­
tion schedule. The dismissal from the TSU 
nursing program has left her unsure whether 
she will be able to afford it 

"I've saved up enough money to pay for 
the surgery, but it's really expensive," 
Quirting told Query. "If I try to pursue a 
legal case against TSU because of this, it'll 
take all that money to pay for lawyers." 

-Jacob Smith Yang 

Weld backs anti­
gay Republican 

SALT LAKE CITY-An anti-choice, 
anti-gay U.S. Senate candidate from Utah 
will receive the endorsement of 
Massachusetts Gov. William Weld Dec. 7. 
Weld, who says he favors gay and lesbian 
civil rig .hts and women's right to choose 
abortion, drew the ire of gay/lesbian and 
feminist activists for his support of fellow 
Republican Brent Ward. Weld supports 
Ward's fiscally conservative views, accord­
ing to a statement his press officec made to 
the Boston Globe. 

-Dawn Schmitz 

Teen suicides hit 
BOSTON-What advocates tout as the 

only piece of legislation in the country aimed 
at preventing gay and lesbian teenage sui­
cides was approved by the Massachusetts 
House Ways and Means Committee and sent 
to the full House Dec. 10. The bill could be 
voted on within a week and could become 
law by the end of the year, according to 
David Lafontaine, lobbyist for the Coalition 
for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights . 

Efforts to push lhe Gay and Lesbian 
Youth Services bill, which would set up an 
advi ory board within the Massachusetts 
Office of Human Services to study ways to 
prevent suicide among gay and lesbian 
youth, was aided greatly by a ov. 14 protest 
and peak-out by Queer ation and the 
Coalition, according to LaFontaine (see 
CC.·, Vol. 19,, o. 19). "The [protest] is 
what really put the pressure on 10 get the ball 
rolling," La Fontaine told GC . 

La Fomaine S&id the bill, which faced a 
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last-minute attack in committee by Rep. 
Edward B. Teague (R-Yarmouth), has the 
support of the ranking House Democrat, 
Speaker Diaries Flaherty CD-Cambridge) as 
well as of Gov. William Weld, a Republican. 

However, the bill is expected to face 
opposition in the Senate from Sen. William 
Bulger (D-South Boston), the president of 
the Senate. Lafontaine emphasized that con­
tinued pressure will be needed for the bill to 
pass the Senate and urged all supporters of 
the bill to call Bulger's office. 

-Dawn Schmitz 

Homosexuality no 
longer equated 
with spying 

WASHINGTON-The Department o-f 
Defense promised to withdraw a briefing 
paper listing "homosexual conduct" among 
potential behavior patterns of "spies" Nov. 
26, following pressure from two U.S. repre­
sentatives. Rep. Gerry Studds (D-Mass.) and 
Rep. Don Edwards (D-Calif.) asserted it was 
"outrageous" to equate homosexuality with 
criminal or immoral conduct 

The paper listed 15 behavior traits com­
mon to individuals involved in espionage 
against the U.S. government. Among the 
questionable activities were "criminal, 
homosexual or immoral conduct." Studds 
and Edwards succeeded in persuading the 
Defense Intelligence Agency to withdraw the 
memo due to its anti-gay bias, and they 
asked the agency to further instruct its secu­
rity officers that sexual orientation "is irrele­
vant to security concerns and that anti-gay 
discrimination is impermissible." 

"Research by the Department of Defense 
has consistently concluded that gays present 
no greater risk to the national security than 
heterosexuals," a joint statement by Studds 
and Edwards said. "In the entire history of 
the security clearance system, there has not 
been a single case of espionage against the 
United States where homosexuality was a 
causal factor." 

-Dawn Schmitz 

Man alleges layoff 
was anti-gay 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. - A man who 
alleges he was fired from his management 
job at a Wilmington, Mass., corporation 
because he is gay and because he hired sev­
eral African American employees, filed a 
lawsuit Nov. 22. Gary Krolikowski was fired 
from AGFA Corporation, a subsidiary of 
Bayer, USA, after eight years of "stellar per­
formance," according to Gay and Lesbian 
Advocates and Defenders (GLAD), a 
Boston-based public interest law firm. 

Krolikowski 's complaint, filed in 
Middlesex Superior Court, alleges he was 
fired in August, 1990, because his superiors 
discovered his sexual orientation and, in 
addition, wished to retaliate against him for 
hiring a large number of African Americans. 

Gay men and lesbians are protected from 
job discrimination under the Massachusetts 
Gay Rights Law, enacted in January of 1990. 
Krolikowski seeks monetary compensation, 
reinstatement to his former position and 
adoption of new policies and training proce­
dures at AGF A to prevent discrimination and 
redress complaints. 

"This is a clear case of replacing a gay 
employee with a heterosexual one and dis­
guising it as a layoff." said Mark. D. Stern, a 
cooperating attorney with GLAD. "It is our 
belief that this case will demonstrate that 
such action is prohibited under the recently 
enacted Massachusetts Gay and Lesbian 
Civil Rights Law." 

-Dawn Schmitz 

FOR THE 
ACTIVIST IN YOU 

• For the truly radical act, send a donation 
to Gay Community News, so we don't fold. 

National 
• Phone zap the Japanese Consulate for 

human trials and a compassionate use pro­
gram for a new drug to treat Kaposi's 
Sarcoma and breast cancer drug, "SP-PG." 
Mr. Hanabusa Masamichi at the NYC 
Consulate office (212) 371-8222; Mr. 
Atsushi Tokinoya at SF offices (415) 777-
3633; Mr. Tateshi atamura at Chicago 
offices (312) 280-0400. Also Thomas 
Boersig at the drug company, Daiichi 
Pharmaceuticals (201) 944-4333. Organized 
by Gay Men's Health Crisis of ew York. 

• Don't forget to register for the Black 
Gay and Lesbian Leadership Conference 
Feb. 12 - 17 in Oakland. Info: (213) 666-
5495. Hotel reservations (800) 932-4550 
(identify "NBGU..C'). 

• Lambda Legal Defense is looking for a 

new executive director. Application deadline 
Jan. 10, to Carol Buell, Board of Directors, 
c/o Weiss, Buell & Bell 6918 Empire State 
Building, 350 Fifth Ave., NY NY 10118. 
Call (212).967-5710 or (212) 9')5-8585. 

• The Int'l Lesbian and Gay Assoc. seeks 
the names of gay and lesbian organizations 
and individuals in the arts for its "Cultural 
Information" network of performance artists, 
poets, writers, visual artists, journalists. 
Contact ILGA c/o the Lesbian & Gay 
Center, 208 W. 13th St NY, NY 10011. 

Local 
• Phone zap Shelly Cohen at the Boston 

Herald, for the Dec. 10 editorial, "Kimberly 
Bergalis' courage," in which they call 
Bergalis "truly an innocent victim," and they 
call "AIDS activists" "not innocent." l-800-
882-2031. Organized by ACT UP/Boston: 
(617) 49 ACT UP. 

• Demand that the state "restore the AFDC 
Clothing Allowance by the Holidays." 
Write/call your state Representatives and 
Senators (617) 722-2000; State House, 
Boston, MA 02133. 

• Call Mass. House Ways & Means chair 
Sen. Patricia McGovern (617) 722-1481 to 
ask her to please restore Medicaid for 18-21 
year olds (cut by Weld last month) by adding 
it as an amendment to the CWTent Hospital 
Finance Bill. McGovern is considering this 
move, but needs lots of encouragement Info: 
Mass. Law Reform Institute or (617) 49 
ACT UP. 

• Needle exchange to curb HIV transmis­
sion was approved in the Senate Dec. 9, but 
may be put up to a second vote. Call your 
state Senator (617) 722-2000 to ask for "no 
reconsideration of S.148." Info: (617) 49 
ACT UP. 

• Call State Senators to support the Gay 
and Lesbian Youth Advisory Bill: (617) 722-
2000. Info: David Lafontaine (617) 828-
3039. 

• Holiday clubs need money and partici­
pants. To register for the PW A/HIV+ North 
Shore AIDS Health Project's Ouistrnas Oub 
call (508) 283-0101. To send money, write 
19 Pleasant St. Gloucester MA 01930; 
Morgan Memorial Goodwill needs volun­
teers to help holiday outreach events for peo­
ple wilh disabilities. call (617) 445-1010. 

All activist news welcome. Call (617) 426-
4469; fax (617) 426-2723 . 

-Carrie Wofford 

Calls for submis­
sions 

• Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press is 
publishing an anthology of writings by Arab­
American, Arab-Canadian or Arab/Middle 
Eastern feminists living in the U.S. or 
Canada to help create visibility of Arab fem­
inists, provide a forum for issues, and sustain 
political activists. All forms of writing are 
acceptable. Topics such as: history, identity, 
home, activism, creativity, racism, sexism, 
classism, homophobia. Send SASE to Joanna 
Kadi, PO Box 7556, Minneapolis, MN 
55407. 

• Women Fight Back, a new publication 
about sexual harassment in the workplace 
seeks women's stories. The monthly boolclet 
will be sent to CEO's. Anonymity OK; 
translations available for submissions in 
Spanish, Japanese, Mandarin Chinese, and 
Vietnamese. Write: P.O. Box 161775, 
Cupertino, CA 95016. 

• Astraea National Lesbian Writers Fund 
is accepting entries for its annual awards in 
fiction and poetry. Prospective applicants 
must have been published and must send for 
guidelines and application. Deadline: March 
13, 1992 for a grant in 1992. Write: Astraea, 
666 Broadway, Suite 520, NY Ny 10012. 

• Two lesbian sisters from Ottawa are 
accepting submissions for Bloodlines: 
Writings by Lesbian Sisters. Individual or 
co-authored stories, journal entries, essays, 
photos, dialogue, letters. January 31 dead­
line. Lynn & Jan Andrews, P.O. Box 4273, 
Stn. E, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada KlS 5B3. 

• Fighting Words Press is seeking poetry, 
prose, and first-person accOlmts by survivors 
and friends for an anthology about 
rirual/satanic ·abuse. Confidentiality guaran­
teed. Deadline April 1, 1992. 124 Williams 
St. Northampton, MA 01060. 

Fighting Words is also looking for aitical 
writings on therapy and 12-step programs for 
an anthology. Pieces by survivors of psychi­
atric abuse esp. welcome. Previously pub­
lished OK. Deadline Aprill, 1992. 

• Rising Tide Press, a new Lesbian pub­
lisher, is soliciting manuscripts for full­
le.ngth lesbian novels: romance, mystery, and 
science fiction/fantasy. Non-fiction, if 
unusual. Manuscripts evaluated no charge. 
Rising Tide Press, 5 Kivy Street. HIDltington 
Stal.ion, NY 11746, (516) 427-1289. SASE. 
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