Renaissance News & Views: Update

Supplemental Information on Page One
“Cyber Blockade”

The front page story in this issue, titled “Fighting A Cyber Blockade,” needs a bit of
clarification.

Last month Renaissance was contacted by Ann Beeson of the American Civil Liberties
Union’s National Legal Department. Ms. Beeson informed us that a library in Virginia is
using a product called X-Stop to block access to several Internet sites on their library
computer. One of the blocked sites is the Renaissance web page. <htip://www.ren.org>
Ms. Beeson wanted to know if we would participate in a lawsuit against the library.

Renaissance Executive Director, Angela Gardner, polled the Board of Directors and
the majority opinion was that we should participate in the lawsuit. Some board
members had reservations. Upon informing Ms. Beeson of those concerns she provided
the information that appears on page one. After sharing that information with the
Board the decision was made to sign on as a participant in the suit, which was filed at
the end of last month.

News & Views will continue to bring you the latest on this fight to maintain free
speech on the Internet. Keep your eye on upcoming issues for the latest as the story

unfolds.






Cyberspace...

that contain graphic safer sexinfor-
mation. simply becanse the library
(]is.lpln'n\‘('(l of the content.

It is equallv unconstitutional for
the libran to block access to contro-
versial material on the Internet. The
blocking software, like the CDA. pre-
vents adults and minors from access-
ing and communicating constitution-
ally protected information.

FILING THE INTERVENTION

Before we make a final decision to
inten ene in the case. we must first
have a committed group of plaintiffs.
We would like to make a final deci-
sion and to file the papers within the
next two weeks. Because of the time
constraints, we urge vou to consider

carefully the information we have
pm\'ld('d and to tnv to obtain approval
by neat Friday, January 16. 1998 for
vou or vour ()rg.nnz_.mun to p.lrhu-
pate as a plaintiff.

We liope that the following infor-
mation will assist vou in reaching a
final decision about whether vou can
participate in the suit. If vou agree to
participate. we will prov ide vou with a
formal retainer agreement that will
discuss the terms of onr legal repre-
sentation in more detail.

The ACLU National Office and
the ACLU of Virginia will jointly: file
the intervention and will serve as
counsel for all of the intervening
plaintiffs. We will ask the court for an
injunction to prevent Loudoun
County and the libranv from using
I)Iocl\lng software because it violates
the First Amendment rights of
Internet speakers and librany patrous.
(Our intervention will seek injunctive
reliefl only, and will not include an
action for (Imnalge's. )

PLAINTIFFS

We are putting together a coalition
of Internet speakers whose informa-
tion is blocked by X-Stop to serve as
plaintiffs in the case. We expect to
include speakers with web sites offer-
ing information about safer sex and
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AIDS relted issnes. gav and leshian
literature, hanned hook and censor-
ship-related sites e arts-related
sites. The Loudoun Cenmty policy
limits the ability of speakers all over
the world to communicate informa-
tion to Loudoun (,()lnlt) residents
over the Internet. Thus, the plaintiffs
will include web sites operated from
several different states.

LENDING YOUR NAME

Your primary commitment to par-
ticipating as a pl aintiff is a conmmnit-
ment to lend vour name to the Taw-
suit. By lending vour name as an
Internet spmk(‘r who communicates
valuable information that is blocked
by X-Stop. vou will help us convince
the Court that this kind of online cen-
sorship is just as unconstitutional as
removing books from the librany on
the basis of their controversial con-
tent.

TIME COMMITMENT

The commitment to be a plaintiff

is also a time commitment -plain-
tiffs need to be available to provide
information for the lawsuit. If vou are
an organization. vou will probably want to
designate a few people to serve as contacts
for pruposes of the suit.

The litigation may be quickly
resolved. or may take vears to com-
plete. Req(lr(llesc of the duration of
the case. vou will probably spend no
more than three to five days provid-
ing information for the lawsuit.

The time commitment may be
shorter or longer depending on
whether a trial becomes necessary.
Initiallv. before we file the lawsuit, we
need vou to provide us with general
information about vour web site, the
material that is blocked., and why vou
believe it is important for vou to be
able to communicate this information
to all welby users. including patrons of
the Loudoun Connty libranv:

After the lawsnit is filed, we mav
ask vou for additional information as
it becomes necessan for various
phases of the case. Most of this infor-
mation can be provided to us by reg-
ular il canl. or phone, so in per-

son visits will not be necessary As
part of discovery in the case. the
defendants nin request answers to
interrogatories (sets of written gues-
tions) or may reguest to depose vou
freserve a tinie to ask questions oral-
V). If this happens. it is nnlikely to
take more than a dav or two of vour
time.

Fin;l”y, if the
may need vou to testifv in conrt. This,

case goes to trial, we

too, is unlikely to require more than
two davs of vour time.

COSTS AND FEES

No financial contribution is
required for participation in the Taw-
suit. We will pay the costs and fees
involved in bringing the suit.

If we win the suit. we mav apph to
the court for reimbursement of attor-
nevs fees and costs. I the court ulti-
matelv requires the defendants to pav
fees and costs. the money will go to
the legal organizations rather than to
the plaintiffs.

RISKS

There are very few foresecable
risks to participating in the lawsuit.
You will receive some publicity from
vour participation in the Jawsuit. and
may receive calls from the press.

(This can be good or bad. depend-
ing upon vour perspective.)

Some press articles mav try to
label the plaintiffs as “smnt-protec-
tors,” but of course we will fight that
label with reference to the ven: legiti-
mate information that the plaintiffs
provide.

Finallv. there is alwavs the possi-
bility that a plaintiff could be person-
ally fined by a court for some specific
act or omission made in the case
without the knowledge or advice of
counsel: we mention this risk for the
sake of thoroughness. bat it is unlike-
v that vou would actually encounter
this pml dem.

Thanks again for vour interest in
serving as a plaintifl in this important
case to protect free speech nghts in
evberspace. Please do not hesitate

to contact us il vou have any fur- &
ther questions about the Lawsuit.





