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THE 4D V'ENTURES OE

. LOUISA BAKER,

[A NATIVE OF MASSACHUSE I’TS]

SEDUCED, DESERTED HER PARENTS, AND,BECAME
A DISTINGUISHED ASSGCIATF OF THR VILEST
@awps oN % NEGRO-HILL” (so vulgarly
termed) - BT, BECOMING WEARY OF THE
SISTER #00D, SEE IN 1813 (GARBED AS
A MALE) ENTERED As A MARINE j
| "oN BoarD A FRIGATE or Taz UNI-
% TED STATES, WHERE, I¥ W0 OR THREE
YEXGACEMENTS SHIE DISPLAYED THE MoST HER®-
E R I FORTITUDL, AND WA4S HONOURABLY DISCAARGAD -

[ TS, COVERY GF FER SBEX BEING MADE,
TS as g .

GA I'E, !

)'v 1 L

H./, &

AME o iy ¥ ;

s 4

WHO, IS EARLY LIFE HAVING BEEN SHAMRFULLY"

?"?EREFROM A4 FEIY MONTHS ~SINCEy WITHOUT 4 DI1S-




THE
"ADVENTURES
F

LOUSIA BAKER,

Whose life and character are peculiarly distinguish-
ed.—Having in early life been shamefully seda-
v ced by a pretended suitor, and with her virginity
having lost all hopes of regaining her former
state of respectability, .became a voluntary victim
to vice, and joined a society of Bawds, and for
three years lived as a common Prostitute en,
Necro HiLn (so termed)=—But at length be-
coming weary of the society of the Sister-hood,
she formed 'the cutious project of rendering her
services more to the beaclit of her country’s
cause in her late runture with Great-Britain~—she
dressed like a male, and under a fictious name;
. in 1813 entered as a MarinE on board an Amer-
A ican Frigate, where she performed the duties of
her department with punctual exactness, fidelity
and honor, witheut any discovery being made of
her sex while on board, from which she was hon-
curably discharged in [815, when she re.assum-
ed her former dress, and like a trus penitent has
since returned to her Parents, from whom she
has been nearly six years absents i
== 0O BN O OO0 C———
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TO reputable parents whoe reside in the State.
of Massachusetts, and within forty miles of its cap~
ital, I owe my existence—but, the regard which I
have for them (whose feelings have already beem
too much wrought upen by - the rude behaviour of
their daughter) forbids that I' should disclose thein
real name, as well as that of the place of my nativ-
ity.——Al the age of sixteen, by the deceptive arts
of one whom I ceuld not think capable of a base ac»
tion, I was most shamefully robbed of that which
is rightly esteemed of inestemable value to my seX
—of that, which aithough it'did not enrich the mons

_ster, made me poor indeed! [+ was young, and

forward te listen to the vows of unfeigned love of
a-youth (but a few years older than myseif) whe
was the son of a respectable trader residing within
2 short distance of my father’s house—happy would
it have been for me, had I jmproyed by the instguee




— G ;
tion and wise courcil of those who felt an interest
in my welfare—~my parents saw  my growing at-
tachment for him who afterwards proved my sedu.

cer, and trembled for the issue~—they admonished.

me for my credelity, but admonished in vain—al.

ready had the solemn declarations of my false friend
made tco great an impression upon my fickle mind-

—I felt a duesregard for my parents, and believe

myself tenderly beloved by them, but, although T
blush to acknowledge it, I conceived it impossible
that their love and regard for me could be equal to
that of my then dear HENRY !—O Love ! how pow-

erful is your influence ! how unlimited your do-

main !

Happy until the fatal moment was I—no intrae
ding cares disturbed me by day—no busy thoughts
interrupted my repose by night—as I can solemnly

- protest that ere this, no vicious desires ever promp-

ted me to lose my virtue—no lust my virginity

stained, I was all innocence, and knew no sin——un-»

til that fatal period when the vile and insinvating
auther of my ruin, deluded and deceived me !—~bat

I have stiil the pleasing reflection that the immaral
life which I have since led, brought me early under
affliction, and that afliction, 1 thank providence, to-

an early repentance.

i never onece reflected that the man who could
stoop to seduction, would not hesilate to forsake
the wretched object of his passion, whenever his

capricious heart grew weary of her tendernesse
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W m gro\.,‘gl:,t;m' . When he made kis solemn vows, I'vainly ‘expccted‘
ds proveg oy Sedﬂl him to fulfil his engagements ; but was too late .
3 ' hey &dmomsr‘ convinced he had never intended fo make me his
Onished i Vain~.a;d wife, or if he had once thought of it, his mind was

now altered: I scorned to claim from his humani-
ty what I could not obtain from his love ¢ I was
conscious of having forfeited the only gem that
em, buyt, a“hwghp xcaul'd render me respectable -m the eyes of the
ceived jt imI)OQSIblg world.. ~‘] locfxe.dtt.ny 'sorr.ows in. my own bosom, -
ne could be il Aand bor? 1ny injuries in s'xl'ence. R
~0 Love | oy o Alag ! hc.)w.- could I at this m?lanchoﬂy period re. ‘
unlimiteq s, veal to my injured parents the 1;\:1port=i1nt secret ;—- :
y I could not, for a moment, harbor the idea of being
mysel{ the bearer of the heart.piercing tidings ofan
event, of which they had so repeatedly warned |
me !~too well [ knew that I could plead nothing
in excuse for my conduact !=-that 1 loved my sedu=
-cer was but tco true! yet powerful as that passion
was, when operating in a young heart glowing with
_ sensibility, it never wouid have “conquered oy af-
vile and ndinaiing »  fection for. my beloved parents, had I nct been

NS of my fa_!se frieng
UPon my fie)e ing -
parents, apq belieg

0t Was Twpg integ
Y10 busy thoygpy
it—23 I can soleraly
s desires eyer promp.
O lust my virginity
0 knew 0o sinemyn.

d deceivedme - bu deceived by the specious appearance of my betray-
on that the immon} er, and every suspicicn Inlled asleep by the most:
ught me early undee solemn promises of marriage, I thought- not thosg:
thank provideace, to promises would be so easily forgotton.

. After a series of reflections, T uvowisely formed:
he man who could the determination, that if I hazarded my life, my.
hesitate to forsake parents and friends should net partake of the shameu‘
ssion, whenever b . and disgrace which T was soon to incur bt how
of her tendemese was it ta be ayoided {=-I was young and unexperis
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enced, without a friend of my own sex with whom
Y.could advise or unburthen my full heart!—an
hundred cifferent ‘projects filled my head how I

was no time to be lost Lat lsngth resotved: to clope
from my parepts and f{riends, and seels among:
strangers some hospxtable mansion, where I migh®
possibly. be permitted to remain until T could with
safety return—I had no sooner formed this resolu-
tion, than I resolved immediately to put it in exe-
cution~accordingly at tweive the proceecing night,
haviag. privately prepared a few necessaries agains 3
my expected confinement, I set forward alone and
unprotecied for Boston, where I flattered myself
among the muititude I might be enabled to escape
the researches of ‘my-friends.

? The distance was nearly 40 miles ifrom the
' ' peaceable mausion of .my father, the country thinly

my situation unable to walk-quick, I found myself

ed-the town. I had now indeed succceded in reachs-
ing the place of my destination, \but what was now-
my - sitvation {—a miserable fugitive wanderer a-
mong straogars l--cold and hungry, and without:
fortitude o solicit ‘a sheiter for:the approaching
night, I began seriousiy to -relent and to reproach’
myself for my imprudence and foily in deserting:
my tender parents, thus to expose myself to the-
cold ingraitude. of wnpitying strangers i1 ywept

e

‘ought to proceed in my critical situation—as fhemT :

inhatited, and the cold so intense, that being from

almost sinking with coldand fatigue before I reach. .
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- probably very justly. judging by my appearance that
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bitterly; and more than once was half resolved to:
return to my friends, maké known to them the cauze
of my flight, and upon my knees solicit their fore
ziveness—happy would it have been for me and
them had not the dread of shame induced me final
ly to determine otherwises

At the close of the day, passing-down Cambridgs
Streety a few cents which I possessed obtained me
a morsel of cake—it was at a small grocery shop, .
and as I gat upon a wooden bench partaking of
this humble pittance, the grocer’s lady entered, who -
Ry situation was not.the most envieable, enquired
of me if I'lived in town, to which I answered in
the negative==I told her,that I had recently come
from the country, to seek a situation es chambez
‘maid, in town, as .I had been informed .that wa.
-ges were much higher here than in the countrye—
she enquired of me my name and the place of my
late residence, to which I gave evasive answers—
and when I informed her that I was alone and un.
attended, and without a friend or an acquaintancg
28 town, Ithought, ‘while she. surveyed me more
aninutely and with-a ‘degree of suspicion, it was
not without an emeotion-of pity.~Retiring for a few -
moments she returned and informed me that she
could furnish me with lodgings for the night, if E.
would accept of such as she could provide—I thank.
ed her, and as the reader may suppase was Dot :
@ackward to accept of her kind offer.
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Wi ith this truly exceilent woman, whose kind sers
vices to me at this distressing moment time can-
‘not obliterate from my memory, Itarried the night,
and was furnished with sapper anéd breakfast and
not a cent exacted therefor.~—1'really lament that
,my situation is such, thaty, in honour to my dear

fnend, I cannot hear record her name—~for the most

excellent council which- she gave me (every word
of which I have since by sad experience found to
be true, or ratker the incidents which she warned
me to beware of) was such as would have done hon-
our to the most noble of her sex ;=1 would to God
it was recorded upon the tablet of the hearts of all
young and unexperienced females, wko, like ms,
should hereafter have occasion (unprotected) to visit
the capitals of our country--nar does it less become
(as my wicked situation in Life bas since taught me)
youths of the male sex, unkackened in the vices cf
the world, to be on their guard ! —For the benefit
of both sexes, I would therefore attempt here to re-
peat the most excellent advice of this lady ~which,

should the kind reader pass over with an eye of in.

difference, and discard the remaining pages of the
record of my adventures, 1 would most humbiy

conjure him, whoever he may be, carefully to pree.

serve and peruse this, as a just description of uo!
only a class which are ornamental to human nature;
but, to the reverse, of a corrupted vace, who are
prone to wickedness, and are very justly esieem-
ed the pests of society.
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After I had partock of an excellent breakfast and
was preparing for my departare, for what place I
knew not, my good lady desiring e to be seated
for ¢ few smoments, thus addressed me t—=¢ Misg
Baker (for such was the name 1 had assumed) you
inferm me that you have come to this town for the
purpose of procuring for yourself a place as chams-

" ber maid, and as you are destitute of acqua:ntance
here, and are apparently young and unexperienced

in the world, yeu will not, T presume, deem it pre.
sumplion in me, should I give you such advice as
may possibly be of advantage to you, in your new

- situation of life.==VWith this town and its-inhabitants

I profess to be well acquainted, having been an ine,

habitant from my infancy—-with regard te the for-

mer, Ibelieve I may safely say, that there is not a
~ city or town in any of the United States, that can

~boast of a greater proportion of honest; kind and

hospitable inhabitants-wever forward to protect the
innocent from injury, and to afford assistance to
such as require it, and whose course of life has not
been sfigh as to debar them  from itw=it is here, I
assure you, that good behawicur will receive its re=
ward, and virtue and innocence be esteemed; e.
ven in the humbler walks of life~=while oice, in
whatever form it may appear, is as justly discoun-

~ tenanced ;=~Yes, my dear, should you succeed in

obtaining a respectable situation, you will not faily
by good behaviour, to gaim the applause of such

“fhose friendship may prove of essential service to

(SR
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*you, destitute as you
But (continved my worthy friend) I am '=orry te
inform you, that such are not the characters of all
those who companse the inhabitants of the town—
there is indeed another class, whosge society 1 would
have you shun as you regard liberty and lifea-for
permit me, my dear, to.assure you, that a con-
mexion with these will ultimately cost ‘you one or
the other—it is a class compored of such as are by
many justly estcemed the bane of society, while by
some few they aré viewed as a “ necessary evil !”—
they are a shameful race, whose detestable habits
and vices sink them infinitely below the beasts that
perish---they are such as abound ore or less in
all our large cities, and of whom this town has a
great proportion : among whom, I blush to say,
there are a great portion of our own sex! who, by
the vilest prostitution, obtain their livelihood !---a«
mong these there are many of respectable parentage,
and yet so young, that you could scarcely suppose
them capable of conforming to such shameful vice !
—-these poor deluded wretches, by those older ir

iniquity than themselves, are by false allurements
enticed from their homes, and by centracting their

fatal and cursed habits, ruin themselves forever ...
for of all vices there is none so ineurable as this

when it is once contracted.--step by step, they de=

seend to the very lowest class of prostitutes, with

whom all great cities swarm in the midnight hours ;

¢reatures coyered with filth and rags, putrid with

are of connhexions in toWh.—
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“dizense, and devoured with vermin? There is hard-

0 fory : g . ! Y
{“he et f’“ iy any vice which entails more complicated mise.
abitang of the ¢ [ ries upon the unhappy wretches who are subjsct
531 Whoge i M~ 5 it '
Werty anq iy,

3¢ detestab)e habit
DElOW the beayts yhye
1nd more or Jeyg i
om this town ps ;
m, I blush (o sy,
r own sex/! whoy by
heir livelihood e
E3peahle yarentage,
Id scarcely suppos
such shamefu! vice!
by (hose o'der i
false allurements
y contracting thei
nselves forever o
ingurable as thi
b}’ step, tbcy de
prostitutes, ¥id .
midnight hovrs;
gy putrid Wi

L

Thus, 1y dear, have I attempted briefly to
Belineate human life as you will find it here—the
picture I asaure you is not too highly coloured, for
rwhile I eonceive it impossible to exto! or to bestow
too much praize #pon those exemplary characters
~which I first spoke of, I am confident that we can-
not too mueh execrate the vile deeds which charac-
terizes the latter class.  You are .now, missBaker,
in their very-neighborhood, and as their pimps are
‘continually in search of new victims, and you young
and unattended, beware my.dear girl, I beseech you,
beware, that you are not deceived and like thousands
allured from the paths of virtue and 'inpocencc-!”
Here my worthy - friend concluded—and here,
kind reader, permit me humbly to request you for
-a moment to panse ! !l—and biush-~at the depravi
ty of one of your fellow.creatures—=and to whom
this wise council was given !~=yes, it was really so
—lulled in the languors of pleasure, the impression
which it made upon my unstable mind, waslike the
trace of an arrow through the penetrated airy or the

~ path of the keel through furrowed waves !

\Vith a heavy heart, at nine in'the morning, I quit
the hospitable mansion of wy benefactress—in hopes
ere the close of another day; to ebtain in some ca-

~ pacity or other, a permanent situation in_ somg 7e-
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spectable family-~whom, in my approashing iliness;
g T conceived might have the humanity to suffer me
: to remain with them until such time as my strength
wouid enable me to return to my friends.
whether the appearance of a young and slender fe+
male, thinly clad, and in a tedious snow storm, with
a handkerchief in one"iixandvcongaining a few articles
- of cloathiag, excited their suspicion that all was
“not right : or, whether it was reaily so- as they re-
“peatedly intermed e, that they were already sup-
~plied with help, I koew pot—in vain were my apa
“Pplications for a place at almost every house that'l
passed. ‘Alas, it is impossible to describe correctly
- what were my feflings at this moment !-~night was
approaching=-the snow, which was =zlrexdy of an
unusua!l depth, was fast descending—my feetie
limbs were very sensibly effected by the cold, while
A the tears which cccasionally gushed from my weep-
ing eyes, fermed icicles upon my checks !—once

more did I reproach myself for iny folly in desert.

ing a peaceinl home and the best of parents: and

once more resolve to retorn penitent to their arms !

The light of day began now to grow more and

more invisibie, and I yet unprovided with a sheltep

for the night !—it was thus I roamed until the tlock
struck seven ! when cold and hunger forced me in-

to the bar-rocm of a public inn, situated near the
eentral of the town—azat the bar I made application

for lodging, and was informed that for tvveniy cents

bed ~fortunate indeed
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‘did I conceive myself to ebtain lodgings for a night

" 80 boisterous, and at so late an houre-supperless [

retired to rest, and early the ensuing morning again
set out-in quest of a temporary home«w=The storm
yet continued to rage, and the snow, which. during
the night had astonishingly encreased in depth, rehs
dered the roads almost impassible !=~but the pres-
sing calls of Lunger began fiow to operate so pow-

“erfully as to' render ine careless’as to what part of
the town I resorted; or to whom I applied for rg;

lief! } _
About neen I unconaciously ascendéd the heights

of West Boston, where I renewed wy applications

frr a place !—never could the ‘hydrea with for a

better chance for his prey l»=within the walls of a

house, the external appearance of which Was spa-
cious, I was welcomed and treated with the atten.

‘tion and with that apparent cordiality, which my de-

pressed spirits at that moment really reqaired.—
Never ought I to forget with what feigned kindness
I was received by the Y good mother !”” who . exe
pressed great surorize “ that the good and pieys peo-
ple of the town could see a young and tender fe-
male travelling in so tedioys a storm !”-==nor did her
¢ dayghters” (of whom there appeared a consideras
ble throng) appear less disposed to serve the ¢ poor
female wanderer ”~-by the direction of their goed
¢ marm” tea was early provided, and many resiorar
tives prescribed and kindly administered for the
benefit of my health, &ey=althoogh I at that tipe




ﬁmarked that there was mno visible ‘resemblance in-
the features of ¢ marm’s darling daughters,’” whose .
wan cheeks and suken eyes were evideat marks of
their dissipation ! yet, so completely decoyed was
1, that I did not dream of deception l=-the girls.
appeared adepts in their business...they apparently

strove to outdo each other in their kind offices, noa.- 4. A8
will the reader be surprised that a heart opento | »[o"’f*"““‘& i
every gentle, generous sentiment, should feel ity mwupmm gl ¥
i
|

self warmed by gratitude for thosc of her sex who § L gled tkgs =7
professed to feel so much for her ! g
Here let me stop to remark, that when once a.
- woman has stifled the sense of shame in her own
bosom, when once she has lost sight of the basis
en which reputation, honor, every thing that should
be dear to the female heart; rests, she grows hard-
ened in guilt, and will spare no pains to bring down-
inmocence and beauty to the shocking level with
kerself : and this proceeds not only from a disposi-
tion to reap a reward by the seduction of innocence;
but from a dizbolical spirit of envy, which repines
at secing another in the full possession of that rel
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spect and esteem which she can no longer hopeto- | ‘\“K'““‘“%&'?ii@”«iw;'ﬁi 3
enjoy_« # ‘{ﬂygu:;t:’! il ki b
‘In ths evening the girls having withdrawn each - ; 1 MW‘@‘W“. vk
to their apartment, and probably each with a lover, | ™ vy,
I was left aione with their matron, who, by her ine |} t‘j‘&\té“\aa‘ﬂzais;‘ LY
genious interrogatories, succeeded in drawing from ‘%‘?\’é\“\\\\.\\\{@;. ;
me every patticular relative to my siluation lw=at the. ‘.‘“““‘“*«.‘x\m,u-:l.

recital el the difficulties that I had encouniered
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'since I left my pavents, she, letting fali a few hype:
‘gritical tears, assured me ¢ that I need now give
myself no more uneasiness, for until the time that
I expected to be confined, and until the time that

7 should recover strength to return to my friends,

.her hoaste should serve me as an assylum, and as
for my infant, that she would adopt, and with ten-
der care rear up (o an age that would enable it to
provide for itself—she thought me perfectly wise
in quitting my parents and frxends, as thereby they
wouid most probably . avoid the shame and dzsgmce
which generally attended such unfortunate cases !
0 pains (she assured me) should be spared to kecp
the whole affair from their knowledge !”

The reader will probably be surprised that I
should sc easily ‘be made the dupe of these des
testable hariots, yet so ~ingeniously did they con-
ceal every thing from me that could give rise to
_suspicion, that I remained totaily .gnorant of my

real situation, until after thHe melancholly period

when I brought into the world an innocent witness
of my guilt!! which, happily for it and its wretch.
ed mother, ‘did not survive its birth but a few mo=
ments! A few weeks restored me to my former
state of health and spirits, when I began to harbous
thoughts of returning tomy friends, which thoughts
I innccently communicated to my pretended bene-
factress !——=Unhappy moment !=it was that in
which I drst suspected that I had been by false:
“friendshim decoyed wpon ihose dangerous shealsy

.




1B

which my friend {the gr‘ocer"s lady) had warnéd:

me to beware of! The mask of friendship was noy
thrown aside, which-had been so sueceasfu!iy worn
by this perfidious woman, and- her accurs: ed votaries !
No socner had I made my intentions known, than
a thousand objéctions were statted, and a theusand
obstacles thrown in the way !=the. principal of
which, was, that my. sickness had ineurred a debt
which ought to be discharged before I guit the
house, which, should I presume to do, a suit would
insue, and I should l.hcreby expase mysélf, not on=
1y to my frierds, but to the world ¢

Unfortunately for me, I had too unwisely une
bosomed myself to those, who now by threatening
exposure, too well kaew that they could compel
me to conform to almos: any thing thai they sheuid
propose ! To conceal from my parents and {riends
the fatal eflects of my wmizplaced confidence, was
all that induced me to quit the peaceful roof of the
former, and to cxposiﬂnyseif,? oot only to the chils
ing blasts of winter, but to every misforture inci-
dent to an unhappy female in my sitvation! I.
thus much I had hezarded to avoid wounding the
feelings of my friends, what would I not now sac.
rifice to prevent it ! A |

This artfal woman, and ker not less cunning fa-
vorites, began now the d:fficult rask of .drawing me
over by degrees to their nefarious purposes !—-the
former by representing to me the impartance of
receiving the addresses of the first gentiemen in.
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" Buénce l=eand the Jatter by

towny if offered, provided I should wish to* rizas

from the low conditian I was in, to a state of af.
snggesting to methe

‘propriety of conforming to the ¢ customs of the towity’
- {of the mrzz, they should have said) which was to

act with Jess reserve, and to allow the beaus to take -

greater liberties than what the dashful country-rus-

tics. were in the habit of doing !~that by their

proper management they had each obtained a suite

or, and of the first respectability, and that if I would

condescend to be digtated by them, they would in-
sure me that I should not be less fortunate !/

Such was the language and such the means used’

by. miy conssientious benefactres, and her arch pupils
to it me for their market ! !- Alas! how justly

- shall I be reprebated by wy readers when they learn.

from me, that I atlength Decame less inflexible in
my. determinatian to suppert my chasiity ! !—={rom
this wnhappy period of miy life; ought my iniquities
to receive their date !——modesty forbids that X
should state gvery particulas, relative ts my sinfu%
career==let it guflice to say, that I, after receiving
‘the preper:lessons from my. tutoress, became?per-
fected in those fascinating powers which seldom
fail to decoy the amorcus youth to praglice vices
perbaps before unthought of, and then leave him
to deplore hLis thoughtless. cneduhty‘!-.-—(}o‘uld those

" young fellows who devote loo great a proporiion of

their timne at the midnight revel, but once reficct
what a complication of discase and. wretchedngss
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they heap upon thcaﬁsefves, and that it is- their
money alone that gain them admittance, 1 am cer-
tein they would cease (o vzsat those houses of ill
fame. _

My long residence in one of those brothels, will
enable me to describe to such of my readers who
have teo much delicacy (evea (o gratify a curiosity)
aver to visit this modern Sodom, the seat of riot
and dissipation, a continual round of vice and wicks
edness which mark a considerable pertion of itslewd
inhabitants—in performing this, all immodest €x»
pressions wili be carefully aveided, as it i3 my obs
ject to record such incidents cnly as may be peruse
ed by the mest virtuons of my scx, without pmtmw
_modesty to the blush.

This cerrupted spoat {which fertunately for the
town comprises but a few acres) appears to have
been a department alletied the people of colour, as
amoset of the inhabitants are of this description—
hence it receives the vulgar appeliaticn of ¢ Negre
&iil"~—~the tenements erected tlereon (like its
wretcled inbabitants) eare of every description,
from the comferiatle dwelling to the most miseras

ble stinking cell, apparenily erected end grepsd up

for a temperary purpuse only ! —in those of the first

class the ladies (strumpets) of distinction claim a
residence, while the latter ave inhiabited by a lower

erdery apparently composcd of the fiith of creation ]
—1f there can be reasonably apy distinction made
in: grades of harlotry, the former ought te receive
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the preference, as being generally supporied as pris
Mlith g vate misses, who expose themselves less in public,
g \‘Ja‘“xa\\mﬂ ~go more decently clad and make use of less inde-
i wcst\m\“w\ cent expressions—they have generally at the head-
: of their mess, a matron, who receives from all; the -
1028e f thope ’Dro‘he! Y appellation of ¢ marm"” and passes for the mother
0 Weh o mp readcm ‘of all who reside under her roof, and who seera to

‘regard her as their tutoress——with her they regus.

“Jarly board at an exhorbitant price, and each are
‘provided with ready fumisheda'apaftments«-the»

old Beldam is generally too a retailer of wines,
sweet-meats, &c. which she keeps merely for the
accommodation of gentlemen lodgers, from whom;
with the aid of her fair pupiis she seldom fails to g
*sponge a round sum thercfor—~] have known many

bottles of wine privately upset by these arch girls,

d ‘that had been called and paid for, that their cullys

(f €10 pratify g curio)

T Sodom, (ke 8l i vy
it round of viee anj wigh
nsiderabie nowionof tkwt
108 this, all inmedaser
Wy avoided, ast iy mygy
idemis only a8 may be peus
3G TRy S, Wiow iy

\ (WELSh etuntly for might apply to their ¥ good murm® for more !
feir ccres) s oy it is by their expertness in playing at such games-
tied the peeple by ‘that their consciehsious governess appreciates their
s ete of Gis Coarplote worth and knowlédgg of the world ! if they provs
ulgar appelaion o g themselves adepts in their business, they are sure
erested Ugrenn (ke ¥ to receive ‘marm’s’ caressese=but, if to the re-
ere of ey deplny verse, they prove themselves umprofitable servants
weling tothe mosk e in the vinyard, ’tis then this guardian ange/ becomes.
iy ereckd and ot o their infuriated enemy, taxes them with the crime
on'y {=inl those f b of departing from the precepts and exam_p!es set
ete) of Cigtineti o’ them, &nd loads them with the most approbious ep-
i 410 ohabited By bt ithets !~—T'hese arch hags valye nothing but mon-

| d oflheﬁw fediD ey, and value not how they ebiain itwthey are. .
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very civil to strangers, who visit them with well
fined pockets, and will contrive many plans to put
them fairly out of the way for the lucre of their car-
go; and many have been made rich by such wind-
falls! '

~ The girls seldom quit their beds till noon, when
they hobble down stairs and refresh themselves with

bitters, toast and ceffee—wat three they commence
‘the arduous task of dressing themselves for their
‘evening revels—=their object is to disguise them-
‘sélyes #s much as possible from what they realiy

are ! which they so effectually do, with the aid’ of
paints, patches, false teecth and hair, that a stranger
fo view them by candle.light, would suppose that
some modera Solomon had been collecting beauties
from the four corners of the world !=-but could he
but have a peep at these bewitching creatures in
their dishabille, their awkward gestures, their blotcha
ed faces, their crimsoned eyes, their rotten teeth
and stenchified breath, would I think effectually
ween him from every thing like an amorous ass
sault !

Such ave the characters who compase the higher
grade of the {alse-fair who inhabit the, Hill-~there
is still another, who, if possible, are not omy far,
more disgusting to the sight, but whose actions may
weil be said to vie in wickedness with the evii one 3
an impudent air being the only charms of their

countenance, and a lewd carriage the studied'grace\

of their depuriment, Spearing; drinking, and obs
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“Scenity are their principal qualifications; and she
“that wants a perfection in those admirable acquire=
‘ments, is as mueh ridiculed by her associates for
‘her modesty as & plain dealing man among a gang

of knaves for hi\s honesty—these are the creatures -

.

who inhabit those wreiched brothel houses of the

second classe~they are of every age and complexion, -

“but &lack is far the most respectable colour among -
them ! it is not unfrequently that wou hear see
white girls of not more than 17 y'ears-'df ‘age throw-
<ing their scarified arms around the neck of an ugly
iookmg black, and bringing their ulcerated faces in
-contct with his !--the respectable part of the peo-
ple of colour, however (of whom there is a consider-

“able portion who reside in the vicinitp) as much des-

pise and avoid the company of these filthy strumpets,
as the real gentlemap does that of a convicted jail-

- bird !+s-theiv companions are principally composed

.and folly in forming so -dang

-of sailors of the lowest grade and stragling mulat-
toes and blacks ! and who generally are never
without those unpleasant proofs of their imprudence
gerous a connexion.
There are but few of these bawds, howevegr young,
bat can boast of having -been ! alf 2 dozen times unt
der the hands of the doctor, as mamy times ia pri-
son, and probably three or four times an inbabia
tant of the alms.house !

As somn as the day closes these filthy hogs, like
the vermin that burrow in the earth, creep from
their rotten eeclls; or mud holes, in search of their
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‘mocturnal prey! ‘Then the grand revei commences
+=-5ix or eight filthy hovels which they term # dane
‘¢ing-halls !”” are resorted to by tag, rag and bob-tail,
and shoals of those pretty misses, who with their ar-
tificial faces and sweet perfumes never fail to grace
this respectable assemblage, and who, like the dan-
cing-girls of Egypt, strive to please by their obscene
gestures-—they are not over scrupulous in the choice
“of their deaus, as it frequently happens thas the most
contemptible, misshaped stinkard, bears off the
prize, provided he has cash to pave the way=—bug
few of these creatures are called by their‘p‘ropcv
names, having assumed fictious oneg, they are almost
all ¢ Ann-Eliza’s,” ** Ann-Marja’s’ ¢ Malissa-Matils
4a's,"’ &c.

The terrific and perpetual vells of these neetyr-
nal disturbers of the public repose (ever attended by
the hoWlings of their affrighted dogs) is not per-
‘haps equalled by that of the numerous hordes of
the wild inhabitants of the Ganges ! this continues
with [ittle intermission from the sitting until the ri-
-sing ef the sun, The unsuspe{.tmg stranger- who
accidenfally becomes a spectator of these midnight

~ scenes is not only filled with disgust but trembles
for his personal safety !

It was even here, sad to relate, the narrator cpeh*
three years of her youthful days l——Alas! may
Sterne’s recording angel drop a tear of pity, and
obliterate her faylts !
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In 1812 forming an acquaintance with & young
man (the Ist licuienant of a privateer then lying in
a neighboring port) who, in the course of an even«
ing’s conversation huaoursly observing that had he
been born a female, his disposition would have been
the same to rove about and sce the worid, [ ~uggess
ted to him the difficulties that must attend him exe
posed as he must be to the insults of such who
eonceived it no dishonourable acticn to imsult a fee

“male, who should presume thus to venturs abroad

alone and unproiecied—to which he replied—¢ yas
I a female and dispesed to travel, I would assume -
a different dress {rom that usually worn by you®
sex, which I am confident would rather expose me
to injury than aford me protgction !=1I would garb
myself as a maie, and for such pass among all those
with whom I might have occasion to associate=~this
{am confident I could effect and travel abroad
bioth by sea and land, wich proper precautien, withe
cut exposing my sex——that a female can do this

- and from the knowledge of her most intimate ac.

quaintance conceal her real situation, history fure
nishes us with many instances !”’—Here my friend
referred to the remarkable instance of Miss Samp
son; who during the revolutionary war, disguised
like a male, by the name of Robert Shurtliff, and
as auch (by tke most scrupulous cencealment of
hersex) served her country as a private soldier,
and performed her duty wilhout & alaim- ea her
virtus and honour. i |
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From this moment I became dissatisfied with my A g™
situation in life—for thrée years I had trod the m‘«"?‘“ oy w
detestable rounds of dissipation ! it was enough==  @" \‘\\\m\ﬂkf‘ﬂ
those vicious scenes in which I bad taken so dis* \\‘%‘Ww‘c g e
tinguished a part I'now began to view .in their W“m’,w': ‘t,i‘\-,{;:w
proper light=new prejects occupied my minid-— dlllﬁ“!"'f;’;fd:,{ ‘

ashapaed to return to my abused parents whom I

TTRTA L
had so long deserted, I felt now mno other disposi- - I

t BT . 1 L gt RS
tion than in disguise to visit other parts of the ;n’umh\\ﬂ?m”"
country, and to pursue a course of life less immore. ' \\\\\\-.\:mdmuled-m‘:{
al and destructive to my peace and happiness in this g il u b m:m

 life. | e e
Fortunately for me, the inadvertent remarks of ;h‘,mmmmmm
wy friend, impressed my mind with new idear res ; adad by the ey, 0 el
lative to my situation, and with the possibility of - nd forthewnkof fods o
my escaping by stratagem from the¢ clutches of byl ] ol
my shepherdess !—for, had I putlicly attempted to | bl d ke ey

have strayed from the flock, prosecution, and prob- o b Pl
ably a jail, would have been my deserts—I was 1

e et W e g

: _ positive that I now saw my way clear, for by garb- ol mentogo o bagd
| ing myself in the habiliments of a male, I should e, e i i
Be cnabled to eseape their vigilance. S ¢

‘ Having provided every thing necessary for my Fﬂtoﬂragzd(":,j ,:
entrance in a new character on the stage of life, X : - ’ ' ’y"‘”"?-’-'
seized upon a favourable opportunity early oné N, Mt e gy
‘ morning to equip myseif therefore=hbeing garbed 'W’”"lhhvrfg
i eomplete in a Sailor’s suit, I quit uwanoticed my mlm“"l mykay -
Jlodgings and passed into the public street, From Z;‘#“;Provn'dcﬂm;‘m

Iy awkward appearance in atiempting to assums “hw;mw Ry

1 . , ety ‘W
the oharacter of a male, I was not witkout my fears i o,
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that I should be stispected, nor were my apprehe -
sions relieved until passing through Court street, I
yentured to accost one of my own scx, who an<
swering with a ready ¥ yes sir,”” strengthened may
sonfidence that I should pass for a male!

1 bent my course toward the old Market, where
afitering 8 victualling cellar, I procured breakfaste—
the remainder of the day I spent in rambling av
bout the town, highly pleased in being enabled to
visit public places where females (if known) would
aot have been admitted—lodgings I obtained withs
sut difficulty, and the next moraing sought a pass
sage for the southwarde=this it was difficult to ebx
tain at this time as the harbour being closely blacks
aded by the enemy, no vessel would yenture abroad,
and for the want of funds not heing enabled to traw:
el by land, I was compelled reluctantly to give up
fhe idea of a southern excursion.

Pacsing through Fish.street, 1 entered a house
where there was a public rendezvous for the enliste

" ing of men to go on board one of the United States

frigates, then lying in the barbour, and shortly
bound on a cruize.

Encoursged by the act1v= part which one of my
sex had taken in the late American war, witheut
exposing her sex, 1 viewed this as a favourable op-
portunity to try my fortune in the public service of
iny country, provided I could avoid the search which
Dew recruits most generally wnderge—this I suc»

sceded in doing by an artfyl stratagerm, and entesf

~
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d es a Marine, received my advance and cloathing.
and the next day was taken on board !

- New scenes now opened to my view—pains were
taken by the officer of marines to instruct me -the
manual exercise, of which I had ne nc(:‘cssity"of
pleading ignorance ;=1 had taken the precaution to
provide myself with a tight psir of under drawe,
mhich I never shifted but with the greatest precau-

tion, which together with a close waistcoat or band-

age around my breasts, cffectaally concealed my
scx from ail on board==my good fortune in having
for my commander one of the most humane and
experienced cfficers in the American navy, was
much in my favour, as the respect eatertained for
kim and the ander officers cauzed the utmost hage
mony to prevail among the ship’s crew;

In August we set sail with a fair wind and in
good spirits—=we first stood an easterly course in
hopes of falling in with a British frigate cruizing
in that direction. I suffered a little confinement
by sca-sicknzes £so peculiar to fresh hands) which
was all the illness I experienced during the whole
eroize. Inthe uze of my arms I made great pro.
kciency which I soon learnt to load and discharge
with an expertness not surpassed by any in my core.

e passed near the isle of Sables, and iock 2
station off the Gulph of Ste Lawrence, near ceps

Race, to intersept vessels bound cither to or from

Canada. While cruizing off this station, we capy

tured (wo merchant vessels. Having received in--
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formation, that the British squadron Wwefe off thé
Grand Bank, and not far distant, our brave com.
mander determined to change his eruizing grouad
«~he accordingly stood to the southward. On the
37th, he was informed by the cermmander of an As
merican privateers that u British ship of war had
been seen the day before, standing to the south-east
and that she could not be far off. ©ur intrepid
sommander immediately made sail, intending, if
possible, to fall in with her.

On the 19th at 2 P. M. a vessel was discoversd
at the souihward--our ship instantly gave chase,
and seon gained on her. At 3 P. M. it ceuld
plainly be perceived that she was a ship; under sasy
sail, close hauled to the wind-=soon after she was
ascertained to be a frigate—our ship continued tke
chase. At about three miles distance, our eoms
mander ordered the light sails to be taken in, the
ceurses to be hauled up, and the ship to be cleared
for action. The chase now backed her main-topy
sil, and waited for our ship ta come down.

It is frequently ebserved by those who have beeg
in battle, that at the commencement of an engags*
ment, the most resclute feel daunted im some dew
gree—but, I can solemnly declai‘e, that I never fel?
gnore composed=as every person on beard, even
to the youngest lad, are on sueh occasions anxioug
to distinguish themselves at their posts, so I felt am
extreme desire to render myself conspicuous, ang
$o perforim that which Wouwan naver pefore pishicks




B0

" @d !=stationed in the tops, I waited only with ims
patience for the battle to commence.

As soon as our ship was ready for action, she
bore dowsm, intending to bring immediately to close
action the British frigate, which about this time
hoisted their ensign. As soon as our ship eame
within gun.shot, the British frigate fired her broad-
aide ; then filled away, wore, and gave a broacside
on the ether tack. They however, produced no ef.
fect ; her shot fell short. The British {rigate ma.
nocuyred and wore several times for about three
guarters of an hour, in order toobtain a raking pe«
sition. Bot not sueceeding in this, she bore up uns
der her top sails and j:b, with the vMnd on the quer-
ter. Our brave commander immediaiely mads sail
to bring bis shipup with her. At five minutes be-
fore six, P. M. our ship being slong-side; within
pistol-¢hot, he ordered a brisk firisg to be com-
-~ menced from, all ker guns, which were doubie shot-

ted with round and grape shot, and so well directed
and <o warmly kept up was our fire, that in fifteca
minafes, the mizen-mast of the Britisk frigate went
'by 'the,bcagd——lier hull was much injured; «ud her
rigging and sails torn to pieces, I wes ut tins
time busily employed in the top plying wy faithfc!
3ousket with the best success, whenever the smoak
#®ould permit me to see a bive jucket of the enemy,
- e=in the heat of the action a grape sheot stricking
and splintering the butt of my musket, it was no-
ticed by one of my comrads who stood within a fow
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fret frers e, who, patting me upon ike shoulder,

exclaimed never mind it Gcorgc, you have al-\
ready won laurels sufficient to recommend ycu to
the pretty girls, when you return to port !”?

The grape-shet and small arms of our'ship com-
pletely swept the decks of the British frigate—thirty
minutes after the commencement of the action the
mainmast and foremast of the British frigate' went
Ly the board, tuking with them every spar except
the bowsprit—she then struck her colours, ard a3
zcon as her crew could be removed, in consequence
of lLier sinking condition, was sct fire to and blew
up = % quarter past three; She had filteen men kile
fed, and sixty-one wounded—whilc our loss amouats

ed to no mors than seves killed and eight or ten

 swounded.

Soon aiter this ncble atchievement ocur gallant
ship returned to port, where she remained for some
time undergoing necessary-repairse Whils here £
hed frequent opportunities to go on shore, and ia.
amore than one insfance was actuaily in compand
with girls. who were iate my associates; but who did
not identify my perscs; so artfuliy did 1 disguise
myse!f=1 felt no disposition to re.assume my fors
mier dress, or to return to that wicked course of
life which I now more than ever deiested—it was
from some of my old acquaintance that I learnt
that &s soon as it was discovered that I had fled, the
¢ blood hounds” were unkenneld and sent in every

dirpction afler me ! 1 conversed famiiiarly with
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smany who in my late situation kaew me well, bug
to whom I was now a ‘stranger, as I did not dis.
close the importamt secrat! Curiosity alone indu*
o ecd me to visit a place.at which I had already spent
; : tco great a portion of my missrable life—it was here
I resorted for am evening’s amusement with my
shipmates, where, over the cheerlul glass, we would
koast of the superior skill and judgement of our of-
ficers, and of the sdperior sailing of our ship!
‘ As soon as reiitted, our ship was ordered upon ad
i aother cruize, during which I had another oppor-
f v tunity to assist my brethren in revenging their in.
: juriess In December while cruizing along the eoast
of Seuth America, two strange vessels were discovs
ered cn ocur weather bow., At 10 they were dise
covered to be ships. One of them stocd in for the
“land ; the other stood off shere towards sur ship.
At 10 our command=r tacked to the southward and
eastward, hauled up the main;ai‘l, and toek ir the
revyals: :
At a quarter past one, the ship in sight proving
0 be an English frigate, and being sufficiently
distant from !and, our commandcr ordered the
: mainsails and royals to be taken in, to tack ship
% 0 and stand fer the ensmy ; who soun bore down with
| an intention of ruking our ship, which she avoid-

bt ed by wearing. A general action now commens
L ecd with round and grape ehot. Both vessels for

B some time manocuvicd (o obtain a position that
‘wonld epable thy to rake, or avoid being rakad.
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About 3 o'tlock, the head of the British veszer.

bowsprit and jib-boom; were shot awuy : and, im
the spacelof an hour, her focre-mast was shot away
by the board, her nmmalon mast just above the

cap, &c.

About 4 o'clock, the fire of the British veste]
being completeiy silenced, erd her coleurs in the
main rigging being dewn, <he was supposed to have
struck, but ber flag was soon after discovered to
be stili ﬂymg. About a quarter of sn hour after,
the main.mast of the British vessel went by the
boerd. About threc quarters of an hour after &
our ship got in a veryr good pusition for raking,
when the enemy prudently struck her ﬁag, being
then almost a wreck. She was a {rigate mounting
49 guns, with a complirnent of 400 men, of which
80 were killed and ebout 150 wounded.~Our less
was comparatively small.

In this cngsgement I did not attempt to signal
ize myself less than in the former ;== From the ship's
top I discharged my piece nineteen times, which, as
I now had learnt to take pretty exact aim, must X
think have done someexecution. An accident scon
after the conclusion of the eagagement, occurred,
which was near betraying my sex to the whole ship’s
crew=attempting to go below I made -a mis.step

~and fell from the shrouds overboard —not knowing -
how to swim, Isunk immediately——a boat was seat

to my relief, but before they could recever me and.

‘got e on board, lifs kad begome nearly extinet l—
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&8 so0n as they sueceeded in getting mie on deck,
(as I had not streagth to do it myself) some of my
shipmates were ordered to strip off my cloathes and
to furrish me with a dry suit! and tkey had necarly
divested me of my out dress, when 1 mustered suf-
Scient strength to beg of them to desist, as I then
felt able to effect it myself !

Nest long alter our late engagement we r:turned '

to the United States, where our brave officers and
svhole ship’s crew were received by our country-
men with every demonstration of joy and esteeny
for our late gallant exploit. \

So closely were all our harbours blockaded at this
timne by large ships of the enemy, that it was the't
imprudent for ns to attem3t then to set cut—we
eonscquently lay along while in port, curing which

the time for which I had entered, expired, but 1 g. -

gain immediately re.entered, and before the cone

glugion of peace, made two more successful crui»

‘z2es-=at the expiration of
Iar discharge.

Thus for neatly three years had X passed for ard
performed the duty of a Marine,; on board a frigate
the most selibrious ef any in the American navye—

" during which time I have been in three severe ens

which, Ireceived a regus

gagements, and never abscuted myself from my
Y

post in time of danger—~1I have like othezrs of the
ship’s crew, freely associated with my shipmates,
both atsea and op shore--&nd yet, as exiracrdina-
ry as it may appear, I have not the most distant
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idea that a single sfful or. board ever had the least
suspicion of my s¢x! 1 had thoroughly studied ke

tuemoirs of Miss Sampson, and by & sirict adhers.

ence to the precauvionary mweans by which she was
enabled 1o avoid an exposure of her sex, I too was
enabled to conceal mive !

I now more than ever felt a dispesition o return
to my parents, from whom: I had been nearly six
years absent~—hzving received my prize money and
wages, I now determined once more to re-assame
the female characier and to clad myself accordingly
«to furnish mysell with a few necessary articles of
cloathing, I went (as the tadies term it) ¢ shoping,”
and having made a purchaze of a =uit entire in
Cornhill, with the azsistance of a mantua maker and
milliner, was enabled once more to appear in my
original character. , .

As I was under some apprehension that some
one might possibly recognize my person in' one of
the two characters in which I had appeared, I
did not think it adviseable to continue long in Bose
ton—1 thercfore a few days after set ou! for semmm—- .
my native home, which place I reached the suce:
cecding day in safety.

Ientered my parents house at noon-day-=thep
were at dinner—I smiled, thev gazed ! but knew
me not ! !—--by my mother I was invited to partake
with them—eand not until after I had thrown out
hints reldtive to scme past affairs of the family, did
they recognize in e their Jong lost child} {=sHaps
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py meeling l—it was the return of the Prodigal,

PEEITENT, to her afficted Parents !
3 ¥ >
My triend# soon after my departure traced me

to Boston. but could never there obtain any further

information of me—they listencd with attention-to
the soirowful tale of my adventures, while tke
tears trickled down the cheeks of my parents, at

~the recital of my adversities.

It was first my determination never to make pub.
lic the unpleasant traits of my character.--but, I
have since been persuaded to disclore so much as
is contained in the foregoing pages, by a friend in
whom I could confide. Every circums:ance, iow-
ever trivial, which cuuld possibly lead to a discov-
ery of my  real name, that of my parents cr of the
place of my nativity, will be withheld; as a digclos-

wure can profit the reader nothing, but may do me

esseatial injury. If what I have exposed to pub-
lic view is sufficient to inducs youtks of my sex
pever to lisien to the Yoice of love, unless sanction.
#d by paternal approbation : and to resist the im.
t runs ccunter to the
precepts of Religion nud Virtng=then; indesd, have
I not written 1a vaims
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