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Feminism: An Editorial

On my first trip to an Alliance
meeting, the driver ftried to tell me
about the different kinds of people to
be met, TS’s and TV’s and so forth.
After five minutes I said I had forgotten
which was which. “Don’t worry,” she
said, “they’re all nice people.”

So let us not worry too much
about labels, or categorizing ourselves
into four or five distinct subvarieties. I
use “male woman” simply as a compre-
hensive term which tends to divide us
least, but don’t use even that if it
restricts you psychologically. The so-
ciological truth is that we are not a
collection of little minoritics; we are
part of the most widespread movement
in the human world today: the move-
ment to cope with the excessive mas-
culinism that has characterized the
dominant class in modern civilization
for the past several centuries. So we in
the suburbs of Washington or Minne-
apolis have the same kinds of problems
as the nationalist female reformer in
Indonesia.

We ““minorities” are, of course,
the majority taken nation-wide, or
taken world-wide. But it is up to us to
take ourselves as a unity, not as our-
selves alone. There is no doubt in my
mind that the other groups which can
make up the total majority will accept
us male feminists. On coming out, I was
immediately = popular with females,
blacks, and the young. And, | may add,
equally acceptable to my shcolarly col-
leagues in the university world.

Feminism is not a given set of
reform goals. It is the insistence on your
right to be as feminine as your psyche
directs, and to have people around you
equally free. This latter freedom may

an Editoral

make some of them more masculine
than before! Well, why not? 1 love
masculine creatures. Indeed I help make
persons more masculine by my feminine
presence.

Feminism in itself has no new
basic tactic of “how to be feminine.”
Many of the good old ways are good.
We may sometimes, indeed, be accused
of being old-fashioned, of reviving femi-
nine submissiveness or whatever. I my-
self have been gently lectured by a
female for wearing nail polish; for
women workers, she claimed, do not
keep their hands neat and out of the
grease and travail of farm and machine-
shop work Women must, say such
friendly critics, exercise our rights to be
equal, must get out of the kitchen or
out from under in bed, and so on.

Nonsense. The kitchen is a crea-
tive action center, and one of social
power over the family group, too.
Under is the best position in bed. We
have a right to be feminine in any of the
ways there are, traditional or modern.

We male feminists then: ‘“‘male”
because males are the ones who have
been most suppressed: need a special
organization and vehicle of expression
now, We welcome female feminists in
our sisterhood, and indeed are already
indebted to a number of them, and
learn much from them and their fellow-
ship with the males.

As feminists, we claim the right to
be whole human beings in public as well
as in private, according to the psyches
we have, not partial psyches cut back to
fit old dominant-class biases. Some of us
will show more femininity than others.
If we go far enough, do we go over the
line into being women?






not Freud or Kinsey or Johns Hopkins
or the nearby Gender Orientation en-
thusiast. The sources of Kknowledge
about ourselves are ourselves.

We will need to develop a valid
sociological analysis of male feminism
without relinquishing an interest in
biology and individual psychology.
Frankly, to a senior scholar such as
myself, most current studies on indi-
vidual psychology show such simplistic,
hidden sociological assumptions that
they are of very little worth. Middle-
class masculinist professionals generalize
about us on the basis of their own class
dogmas without realizing they are doing
it. As in the study of “gays” in which
the subjects were located exclusively in
large city bars, and the results were
released under the title of ‘The Gay
Male™! “All About Urban Sophisticated
Bar-Flies” would have been more like it.

Frankly, we will have to
straighten out all of this ourselves, and
the Journal is available as a forum in
which to do it. By “we” I mean those of
us who live the sociology, the culture.
There are no professionals who can do
the job for us, no mail-order sources of
analysis and advice. Recently I have
talked with some MD’s and some PhD’s,
psychiatrist and psychologist and ther-
apist and counsellor among them. Every
one of them had different names for the
different parts of my experience; every-
one classified me differently and judged
every activity on a different basis. Parts
that I thought were womanly (being like
my mother’s actions) came out as mas-
culine! and vice versa, depending on the
prioritiecs of the classifier. What was
clear was that ecach had a painfully
narrow band of acceptance as to what
really “feminine” conduct or attire was;
so there is much educational work for
feminists to do among the so-called
“experts.”

This issue of the Journal has a
number of articles in diverse directions,
to indicate some of the emphases we
think are needed. But what is needed
most are authors, and, although we
cannot offer you money, we can
promise you that your experience will
be taken seriously, as primary data
about ourselves.

* 0k Kk Kk ¥ X

By and large, we of the Alliance
have found female women to be our
greatest . supporters, with more cor-
diality than we probably deserve and
with a good bit of shrewd criticism too.
As a feminist, one is not alone, special,
isolated. One finds oneself afloat in an
ocean full of fellow creatures, helpful,
friendly, warm. The ocean of half of
humanity. Walk out the door, onto the
street, into the store, onto the bus, and
you are among them: people like you,
some a bit shy at first until they are sure
that you accept them as equals; then
interested, and accepting. It is not
necessary to be alone again.

' Susan Cannon, Editor
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK:

To All Alliance Sisters,

Major steps are being taken at this
time to reorganize the International
Alliance and most of the effort concerns
Alliance publications and membership
records. One of the major objectives of
the International Alliance is to encour-
age and facilitate contact between mem-
bers. More often than not, such contact
must be through the mail due to the’
diversity of the membership.

The International Alliance can
and will assist its members in estab-
lishing communications with others who
share an interest in cross-dressing. You
can help us and yourself at the same
time by taking a few minutes to write
down (in your neatest printing or
typing) information about yourself that
you would like to share with others.

A new edition of the Alliance
Non-Confidential International Member-
ship Directory is in the works but to
make it worth the effort and expense, it
should contain only current and accur-
ate information. So even if you have
previously submitted a Directory Listing
Form, if you will send a brief descrip-
tion of yourself (and a good quality,
black and white photo if possible) to:
The International Alliance, P.O. Box
623, Laurel, MD 2J810, you can be sure
that you will be in the directory and the
facts, as you want them, will be listed.
(All listings must include your Member-
ship Code Number.) 5

This directory will be widely dis-
tributed. There is no feasible method to

control access. As a result, even though
we urge discretion in its disclosure, it
must be considered strictly NON-confi-
dential. With that in mind, you are
urged to be as open and detailed (do not
exceed 2 page in length, however) as
possible considering your own indi-
vidual circumstances. We hope most
sisters will list a mailing address and, if
possible, a telephone number so they
may be contacted directly. Other sug-
gested items frequently of interest are:
sex, age, height, weight, marital status,
experience in feminist activity, educa-
tion, religion, hobbies, local Alliance
chapter membership and activity, travel,
and any special desires, interests, or
objectives with reference to membership
and/or correspondence. Let’s “‘get to
know” your Alliance sisters and allow
them to ‘“get to know” you. Real
sisterhood is a central objective of our
Alliance. (Entrees are subject to editing)

ALLIANCE SUPPORTS STUDY OF
CROSS DRESSERS’ CHILDRENS

Are children affected by their
fathers’ cross-dressing (whether they
have or have not been “told about it’’)?
If they are affected, specifically how
and to what degree? This will be the
focus of a research study conducted by
Richard Green, M.D., Professor of
Psychiatry, and David Beatty, Ph.D., a
post-doctoral fellow, of the Department
of Psychiatry at the State University of



New York at Stony Brook (SUNY-
Stony Brook). They requested the Inter-
national Alliance for Male Feminism
(LA,M.F.) to assist them by providing
subjects meeting the study’s criteria.
After meeting with Drs. Green and
Beatty and having a full review and
discussion of the research proposal, the
ILA.M.F. Executive Committee voted
unanimously to recommend that Alli-
ance members and friends volunteer as
subjects for the study. Rachel Everly,
speaking for the Alliance Board, stated,
“We believe the results of this research
study should be extremely useful in
helping our male women deal with their
concerns about the effect of fathers’
cross-dressing on the psychosexual and
psychosocial development of their chil-
dren.” ““It should also be a long needed
and very useful addition to public
knowledge and understanding about this
relatively. common yet little studied
family lifestyle,” added Phyllis Dexter,
International Alliance Treasurer and
Board Member.

There has been a long-standing
“concern” in the public and especially
in the mental health professions that the
children of transsexual and homosexual
parents may experience problems in
sexual or gender identity and psycho-
social development resulting from their
parent’s atypical sexuality. Research
conducted by Dr. Green and his staff
which has focused on psychosocial
issues indicates, however, that these
children do not experience develop-
mental and identity problems any dif-
ferent from those problems most
children encounter. In other words, the
sexual identity and orientation of the
homosexual or transsexual parent does
not appear to affect the sexual identity
of their children.

There has been no research di-
rected to answering these same ques-

tions about the children of cross-
dressers, unfortunately, vyet the
cross-dresser and his wife may be
worried about the shorf-term and long-
term effects on their children. Many
parents, therefore, try to keep this a
secret from their children and other
parents tell their children only when: 1)
they feel that the children will be able
to “keep the family secret,”” and 2) they
believe the children have matured suf-
ficiently to enable them to deal with
their father’s cross-dressing.

Since the onset of the Gay Libera-
tion Movement, and the increased will-
ingness of homosexual men and women
to come out of the closet, the homo-
sexual parent is more accepted by
society. Transsexuals undergo the
medical procedure of sex-reassignment
and because of this they have to inform
their family, at least, of their change in
sex. Consequently, transsexual and
homosexual parents are more likely to
be out of the closet and their children
are much more likely to be actively
aware of their parents’ sexual identity
and preference.

The cross-dresser, on the other
hand, does not have to let anyone know
(including partners or parents) about his
cross-dressing. The cross-dresser who is
attentive and careful can continue to
dress en femme, alone at home; with
only select adults; or in anonymous
out-of-town situations. Since medical
attention is not necessary (as with the
transsexual) and since the activities and
implications of cross-dressing have not
been as publicized and to some extent
tolerated (as with homosexuals), the
cross-dresser may experience additional
pressure to maintain secrecy. As a re-
sult, little has been done to establish the
facts and eliminate the myths associated
with cross-dressing. No one knows how
a father’s cross-dressing may contribute



to his children’s psychosocial develop-
ment and many families with a cross-
dressing father are troubled by this lack
of information.

In order to begin to answer these
questions and to provide information to
fathers who cross-dress and their wives,
‘Drs. Green and Beatty would like to
interview heterosexual fathers who at
the very least occasionally cross-dress,
and if willing, their children, and wives.
The interviews with each family mem-
ber will be strictly confidential and
private, and takes approximately three
hours, including completion of several
paper and pencil inventories. Since the
focus is primarily on the children and
their development, each child is inter-
viewed in one or two sessions, for a
total of 3 to 5 hours. The children are

asked questions dealing with their pref-
erence for toys, friends, and activities,
and are asked to participate in games
and tasks appropriate to their age.

The interview with the children is
designed so that the topic of the father’s
cross-dressing can be completely
avoided. Prior to the interview with the
children, parents are asked about the
extent of information the children may
have about the father’s cross-dressing.
Both parents must give permission for
any questions to be asked of the chil-
dren about cross-dressing. This means,
therefore, that children who are not
aware of their father’s cross-dressing can
be interviewed without the risk of shar-
ing this information. However, families
with children who do know of their
fathers’ cross-dressing are especially
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sought as subjects.

If you are a father who enjoys
cross-dressing, at least on occasion, have
at lcast one three-to-sixteen year old
child, and are interested in participating
in or learning more about the study,
please write David Beatty at the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, iab Office Build-
ing, SUNY - Stony Brook, N.Y. 11794,
or call collect 516-444-2220. The study
will begin in the Fall of 1978 and
extend through the next Spring. All
letters and/or calls are treated as confi-
dential material which is not available to
anyone but Drs. Green and Beatty

Participants in the study will be
reimbursed for thier inconvenience.
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Patti .i 1-MN-55165, is anxious to get a
Minneapolis-St. Paul Alliance going. Drop her a
line today.

Teddie .. I-MT-R3C, from Winnipeg, Canada.
Teddie’s wife is fully supportive.
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SUSAN’S CORNER

by Susan [

These are not remarks of the
Editor, this is not a place for editorials
on the sly. This is for Susan Herself.
Whether it is in conformity with the
attitudes of the Journal and the Alliance
or not. Mostly, here I don’t have to
pretend to be significant and relevant.
Anything goes that is on Susan [Js
platter.

Today, for example, it is the face.
The face, and an infected cyst thereon,
and penicillin, and hot compresses, and
water dripping onto my lap, and then
neat little bandages on my face while |
feel drained of energy and take another
penicillin pill. I don’t look very feminine
and | can’t keep on shopping for a new
wig and I don’t feel womanly. I don’t
feel manly either, so here is the crux: is
womanly something super-added to the
basic biological gunk as an extra attri-
bute that goes away in time of stress?

If so, 1 can’t fight in womanly
fashion; I can only fight in gunk fashion
so that the possibility of womanliness
may be restored. Since, when [ fight, I
am in stress.

B E Rk X

Well, if you have ever felt that
way, don’t worry. It is just subjective.
You don’t feel frilly-feminine, fun-and-
girlish; but what outsiders iS a
hard-nosed, hard-rock woman buckled
up for survival.

see

22

They never believe in Susan so
much at the office as when I arrive in
closed flat shoes and pants and a jacket
and no lipstick and neglected hair with a
deep voice from a cold and under too
much stress to walk ‘“right” and talk
“right” and plunge right into doing the
things a dominant woman does in the
way a dominant woman does them. No
female woman then harbors the idea she
is superior to me because my womanli-
ness is “put on’. Mostly I scold them,
and they take it as from a woman who
has that right.

So there is no neuter part of the
psyche. If you are not all woman, then
the rest is something else, not something
neuter. My other part is boy, since I
never was a man, and being a girl was
not done for males in my grammar
school. Boy is not very large and not
very strong, so it is he who is put down
by stress. Women at the office like it
much better when stress is removed and
boy can come out and add a little verbal
word-play and joking to the woman’s
decisions and lecturing.

He likes fun games with words,
and making fun of deadly seriousness,
especially adult seriousness.

I have actually taken votes to
determine how old boy is. One group
decided 17, which startled me for very
good reasons. So I asked them the
characteristics of 17. One was the facil-
ity with words. Well, that was just their




limited contact with high IQ’s; I was
facile at 12. The other was—get this—
“the lack of responsibility that marks
the adult”! You see how social groups
differ. In mine, we were set to explor-
ing responsibility at 13, and into it
willy-nilly at 14. We were upper middle-
class; the group I asked to vote on boy
was middle-middle-class. So much dif-
ference does social stratification make!
Our normality was their teenage scan-
dal.

The chronology is important to
me because it was at 14, reinforced at
15, that 1 took the responsibility for
determining my future education and
subsequent career; and I am still in the
career. Was the choice that of a boy
who is no longer an important part of
me, or was it that of the young woman
who has developed into the woman now
feeling grumpy with a swollen cheek
and a penicillin pill? Is history (I am a
historian) the way my woman’s intellect
functions, or is it one of the boy’s
hobbies I picked upon so as to attach
myself to a masculine bunch? (for most
historians and most history is mascu-
linist).

Well, my voters may have been
right. Boy may have survived to 17
anyway, and that helps explain his
verbal facility, as I was on the debate
team at 15 and 16. And, really, I chose
history itself a bit later yet; it was only
the scholarly life I chose at 14. I know
that history is the way my woman’s
intellect functions for a very good rea-
son: I chose it after I first fell in love.

Still, the result is the same. What
is not boy is woman, even if the two
may have divided the field from 13 to
17 or so. There is no man part of my
psyche; more important, there is no
neuter part. Which is what | wanted to
reassure myself about. And reassure you
about, if you have neuter-feeling times.
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That is one thing Susan’s Corner is for:
shots of aqua vitae to make me feel, in
spite of an infected cheek on a blister-
ing hot polluted Thursday, “I’'m OK,
Jack.”

EMOTIONAL DIARY
by Betty [

Emotions are things to have, not
to enjoy. When they start to hurt, don’t
try to freeze—go ahead and let them
hurt. Cry if you like. Dunk yourself in
self-pity. Most humans rate a lot more
pity than they get.

Here are some emotions to ex-
pect, on the way to more open woman-
liness.

Reluctance
Active Dislike
Humiliation
Anger

Self-doubt
Despair

Total Indifference

All have the effect of making you
quit. That is why indifference is the last.
What difference does it make, really, if
you don’t break that next social tabu?
So you don’t, and lo! you are stuck
right there and everything unravels.

What is good is that you have a
dynamic that is not an emotion which
keeps pushing you on through the emo-
tions (there are nice emotions too, but
they are not what pushes you) and lo!
on the other side of Total Indifference
you find Acceptance—and it all pulls
together. Acceptance; and also self-
acceptance.

For that phase; and then it starts
over again. That was wearing a skirt to
church; this is wearing a man to . . .
well, you see what [ mean.

An emotional diary will show this
sequence of emotions, or something like



it. What it shows is that the obstacles to
expressing your femininity are not in
the external significances of the actions.
It is as hard to wear a woman’s blouse,
which no one will notice as such, for the
beginner, as it is later on to put on a
dress to go to the office. The emotional
significance for you is very different
from the sociological significance for
others.

But the real significance is not in
the emotional intensitics for you either.
It is in that dynamic which keeps
pushing you on. Psychiatrists have given
up on it and will testify in court that,
legally, it is irresistible. My idea is that it
is irresistible in the way that a return to
good health is. It is just natural for a
person to be herself regardless of the
social forces distorting her, so the
natural healing power of the psyche is
always at work to return you to your
normal. Which, for most of us, is con-
siderably more feminine than we have
been able to express. A return to phys-
ical health exposes you to stronger
emotions both painful and pleasurable;
and so does a return to better feminine
health.

VIEWPOINTS:
“I AM IN FAVOR OF
MASCULINISM”

by Sherry |}

The last editor of this Journal as
good as said that feminism should take
over the world. (76-3). Everything I
read denounces masculinism and domi-
nance and tells me not to be submissive
and not to want bisexual clothes since
unisexual ones are the ones of the
future. Well, I bought a pair of Hush
Puppies and they hurt my feet! Do you
know that working like a woman is a
more efficient way of using energy? A
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physicist analyzed it and told me so. I
love to submit, to someone worth sub-
mitting to. I don’t understand how you
form couples if both persons are the
same—who does what? Who starts some-
thing? The female women’s movement
is insisting on equality of jobs and
money because so many of them have
to support themselves nowadays. I’'m all
for that, but why make me wear tweed
vests! (Yes, that’s what’s in the cata-
logues this fall.) It is exactly in freedom
from the stuffy ole male conformity
uniforms that women have enjoyed
their way of life!

I like tweedy men. I don’t want to
be one. I like men who make advances,
to which I may submit and may not.

There are two different things
here that seem to be getting confused. If
a person is, say 75% masculine and 25%
feminine, he may be quite masculine
three-quarters of the time, and quite
feminine one-quarter of the time. That
is what [ thought it was all about, and I
say that is perfectly valid. Or, he just
may never be as masculine; he may have
his masculinism watered down. At
50-50 I suppose he would be unisexual,
or as it used to be called, effeminate.

Now maybe this second is OK. I
condemn nobody. I just hold out for
validity of the first way. I think a lot of
us do. Frankly, I think we need more
freedom for real masculinism, a lot of
which is tied down now by apron-strings
and job-security, and insurance policies.
My femininity does not resound to a
promise that my man has carefully paid
all the premiums for old age already.
Let the uni-sex people settle down
together with matching pension plans
and grow old soon and gracefully. I
want to grow young, now.




STRAIGHT TALK

by Polly .

This is a column in which any-
thing can be discussed. Yep, bowels or
prostrate glands, if that is what is
relevant. The editors say [ have to steer
clear of pornographic words but I can
make my meaning as clear as crystal.

To ease into it, let’s talk about
your period. You probably have one,
you know. Probably about 22-23 days;
it’s shorter for males than females.
Probably you repress it, too, “sit on it”
as lots of working females do with theirs.
Don’t. Swing with it; it’s a normal
physiological thing. It is not just more
emotionality at one part of the cycle
than another. It is different emotionali-
ties because the physiology is different.

The prelude is a high tense period
of almost aggressive desire. Then every-
thing scems to sort of collapse: drive,
desires, bowels, whatever—a slump.
Some depression. Recovery, then, to a
state of coquettishness, revived interest
in things feminine rather than things
sexual. The “maiden” stage. Then onto
“woman”, maturity, meeting men as an
equal adult. Then the aggressive stage,
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no girlishness or delight in frippery at
all, harsh thoughts and sexual fantasies,
leading on to: the collapse again.

To even out these variations more
than is absolutely necessary to keep
your job or your friends is like every
other suppression of yourself: it dulls
you. Let yourself be different over the
period; don’t worry about losing con-
trol; the same phases will come around
again. People learn to adjust to your
variations of personality; that is part of
their considering you to be a woman.

A question: does the intensity of
the period have anything to do with
hormones? Apparently not; it has to do
with you and how you accept your
body. If you go with the cycle, “swing”
with the body, the period will be
pronounced but smooth and predictably
cyclic. If you fight the body’s swings,
you can blot it out altogether—but be
subject to less graceful ups and downs,
perhaps even ‘“depressions”. You can’t
beat Mother Nature, but you can cer-
tainly play some fantastic tricks on
yourself.
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POLICY STATEMENT:

ON MORALITY
by the Editorial Board

Some articles in the Journal may
appear to present practices contrary to
received opinions of moral conduct.
And, although the Journal will not print
pornography, it does allow the use of
commonly understandable words for
common things. We do not require the
use of Latin or medieval terminology.

Does this mean that the Journal is
in a sly way allied with the immoralists
whom conservatives fear? We think not.

Remember that an article de-
scribes a process, and a result. If you do
so and so, the results will be. . .let us
say, pleasant. This does not assert that
you should do that which is pleasant. If
you do, that is your morality, not our’s
or the author’s. Most moralities forbid
specified pleasant activities in specified
circumstances.

We cannot, further, make an
author describe an actual process only
to lament that it exists. An author often
makes out a decent case for what she is
describing, since detractors will usually
single out the individual instance in
which the process leads to suffering.
Thus we have, in the past, described
some of the transsexual medical pro-
cedures at Stanford and clsewhere. As a
Journal, we neither approve nor dis-
approve of them: they are an actuality
of our time and are of interest to our
membership.

The Journal does have a morality,
and a very positive one. We believe that
knowing the actually existing, and
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showing it in the light, is moral. We
believe that concealment and hushing
things up is less moral. Those who have
to, do; but this is no excuse for the ones
who make it necessary for them to do
so0. We believe in the virtue of public
knowledge of alternatives; we think it
immoral to force the next person to be
justsas ignorant as the last one was.

Second, we believe that femi-
ninity as it exists is of high moral worth.
We do not content that if the feminine
were perfected, raised, rewarded eco-
nomically, and so forth, it would then
be the equal of the masculine. We take
fem:ninity as it is, along with the forces
which have created it, as a human good
to be expressed, used, enjoyed.

Third, the Journal is a one-orien-
tation vehicle. We do not attach our-
selves to any external reform maove-
ment, politics, creed, organization, or
leader. We defend the right of any
person to be as feminine as she needs to
be, regardless of any other connection
the person may have. Persons wanting
us to favor the mostly liberal or the
mostly conservative, to be mostly for
equal job rights or mostly for unisex,
mostly for operations or mostly for
propriety, will have to realize that we
are not available for that extra limita-
tion. We will work with such move-
ments and through them when their
needs overlap with ours. As the most
oppressed group of feminists, the male
feminists cannot afford to reject a help-



ing hand anywhere. But we will not
limit ourselves to the approved stand-
ards of any other group.

Finally, our morality is not to
yield to fear. Naturally we yield to
coercion. That is what coercion is: that
which cannot be resisted. But there is a
“moral” teaching abroad which says
that one ought to be rendered inactive
by a scowl, that it is had to act if it
would disturb The Man’s equilibrium.
This pervasive fecling does more to keep
feminists from being themselves than
any other thing. It translates itself into
such utterly common fears as “Will the
shop-clerk snub me if 1 try to buy a
skirt”! Just remember that every off-
brand group is kept down the same way.
Blacks should not be so uppity. Women
should not express themselves so force-
fully. Gays are OK if they stay in
certain areas (where the prices are
higher). What if a shop-clerk is snippy
to you? She is snippy to lots of others
too when it is 4 p.m. and her feet hurt.
Stores are there to sell clothes and you
are there to buy some, and that is a/l the
American way has to say about it. There
is enough for any rational person to fear
in the modern world as it is; we need
not load our psyches down with extra
fears of this kind, fears designed to keep
us away from femininity indefinitely.
That is what THEY want: to delay it,
and delay if, until (hopefully) you die
without expressing it.

IS THERE A CAUSE
OF BEING NORMAL?
by Margot [}

There are five million or more
male women in the United States, ac-
cording to my recent estimates. This
does not include gay consorts who are
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masculine but less masculine than their
partners. It does include the minority of
such coasorts who are male women but
keep it hidden lest it offend their men.

It is not necessary to determine a
cause of feminization on this scale. It is
simply a regularly occurring phe-
nomenon in our society, as well as in
others we have records of. My own
opinion is that it is a social foce rather
than a biological or a genetic one that is
at work; but it makes no difference
whether this is true or not. Whatever the
force, the results are irreversible, are not
“curable” by any psychiatric or physio-
logical means, and cannot be prevented
by any morality or moral pressure. The
feminine will be; and no society has
found a way to stop it.

Investigations sooner or later seem
to come back to the age period 13-17,
after excursions into the embryo, into
early childhood, into disappointment
with marriage, or even with trauma at
the death of one’s mother. So if the
“cause” is not located in this period
(what is the “cause” of arthritis? my
grandfather’s chromosomes? my
mother’s wrists? my own tennis-play-
ing? they are all causes), what happens
in that period has a strong shaping
action, even if overt awareness comes
into full consciousness or leads to social
action later. One can relate to every-
thing and everybody social as a woman
does it without being very aware of it,
and, of course, without any feminine
display. I know of one bright person
who was doing well in physics courses
but abandoned them for more human-
istic subjects. The action has an obvious
explanation. Physics is basically men
trying to intuit what a woman (the
world) is like. So it is a quite masculinist
subject. As this male became woman-
ized, he lost interest in the physicists’
problems. Developing his woman’s in-
tuition was more interesting, and it
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are, too. If you are, it is no fantasy; it is world as well as to individual custom-

a normal way to be. You may add ers here.
lipstick if you want to, but that does in“I was in Paris and saw these bowl-
not make you feminine; that makes you gbshlgts. We were selling them for
d y i . ol $3 but in Paris they were selling like
modern. Your great-grandmo W mad for $20, says Brian Streidel, 24,
have been horrified by the idea: “most ‘Who was two credit courses away
unfeminine!” she would have said. drom an accounting degree when he
Greasepaint was for actors, that is to g:;];peed °“:,l t°1 fllndFrcustomers in
say, illusionists; and being feminine is and li'l(’)ll,;axfd,cgoarriﬁe ?1';;3 fﬂ)ﬂ:@
not an act or an illusion. It is you, for his family’s business.
part-way or all the way, or whatever has Second-hand clothing has always been
already. been determined for you. the cheapest way to acquire things to

wear. Since the late 1960s, used cloth-

AL,

Seeking Treasures in
Bins of ‘Vintage’ Duds
By Nina S. Hyde

Nothing is more in style than vin-
tage clothing that went out of style
years ago. It is not only the cut of the
clothes but the cut-rate prices for
high quality garments that have
caused a boom in “old” clothing in
Washington and elsewhere.

To meet the growing demand, many
vintage clothing stores have opened
here in the last year or so including
Geraldine’s (4015 Wisconsin Ave.),
Second Hand Rose (1516 Wisconsin
Ave.) Repeat Performance Resale
Shop (Rockville) and Twice but Nice
(Gaithersburg). Sophisticated bouti-
ques like Exit in Georgetown have
brought in old things to sell along
with the new. “The tailoring and the
bias cuts are so great I can’t resist,”
says Anne Bradshaw, owner of Exit.
“Besides the clothes are soft while the
new clothes have a hardness to them.”

But the heart of the old clothing
business locally is a three-story ware-
house full of used clothes housed in a g
pre-Civilt War slaughterhouse in R e A R

Northeast Washington. Called Classic A pink and black crepe dress, top. from Classic
Clothing (3701 Benning Rd. NE), it Clothing, and Classic’s Brian S treidel
sells wholesale to stores all over the with bales of used clothing for export.

29









THEN AND NOW

by Linda [

This article was suggested by a
discussion with some of my friends in
which we were lamenting the lack of
reading material describing one particu-
lar kind of male woman and how this
type had existed in the recent past. One
gets the idea from current literature that
the whole tradition has been a Variety
of Gay, plus several transvestite groups
of staid heterosexual dignity, with a
sudden spurt of spectacular operative
transexuals quite recently. As “old-
timers” (past 40), my friends and I
knew of another track which was well
established thirty years ago, and at that
time it seemed the major deviant track
in our localities. And it seemed to have
been in being for some time before that.
We are mostly from the heart of the
middle classes, but looking to what we
could glean about the working classes, it
did not seem any different there. In
particular, one at that time tended to
look with sympathy on the problems of
what are now called gay people, as they
were less well accepted.

What this shows, I think, is that
“what is”” depends on the awareness of
who is reporting; and most reporting on
gender-sex deviations has been for the
purpose of locating good stories, in the
newspaper reporters’ sense of the word.
Then sociologists and “‘gender orienta-
tion” people follow up along lines of
what they have been told exists; and so
a spurious over-all picture is formed.
And this tends to be self-confirming. as
young persons not related to a tradition
look for descriptions of persons like
themselves and find only these other
types described in the literature. So
they squeeze themselves into one of the
described categories, doubting that they
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as they feel themselves to be can actu-
ally exist. The deviant believes that her
difference from the ‘“normal’ deviant
pattern is itself a “fantasy” to be
suppressed! This is quite obvious among
male women who have tried to be
accepted as effeminate gay; they try to
be & feminine as is allowed while
claiming that they are not really women
after all.

For what my judgment is worth, I
will say that all reputable books and
articles I have read on such matters are
in error to the point that one wonders if
sociologists and psychologists falsify
deliberately. The answer is, no they
don’t, but the results are as if they did.

It is not possible for me to go
back thirty years and gather all the data
between and now to show a continually
existing active track of significant mag-
nitude for males as women in our
society. What I can do is describe some
of the characteristics as known to me
not autobiographical incident, but what
I knew about or reliably heard about—
and see if others will agree that some
such thing has been in existence.

* ¥k ¥k Kk X k¥

In our schools then, dominated by
the middle class ethos cven in some
factory towns, 13 was the age at which
one bdecame eligible for looking over for
socic-sexual relations. Middle class pro-
pricty frowned very much on earlier
connections. And even most 13’s did
not plunge into the swim:indecisiveness
was expected that-year, or at any rate
toe-testing experimentation to see how
hot or cold the water was. Regular
affairs were not until 14 or 15, and






a fairly strictly controlled course of
conduct. There was no question of strict
equality with their men. Often the
youth who submitted developed a
strong emotional attachment to the
young man. After that, the youth was
almost fiercely woman, and possessive
about her man. This could, indeed, be
too strong a jealously for everyone’s
good; and the young woman was then
often directed to a more numerous set
of relationships with several young men.

Because, you see, a pairing could
not be permanent. The man’s gradua-
tion came; and he would not take this
young woman with him to his next

environment.
I am not sure what happened to

most of these young women who did
not go to college. I imagine that some
merged into a nearby gay scene and
tried to be manly enough to pass as gay.
For those who went to college, the
benefits were just opening out. One case
I knew was taken over her first term in
college and promptly fell in love. She
lived for him for two years, went into
the Navy to ‘‘gain experience,” and
lived with him as his campus wife for his
final two years at that college. Then he
married a female, and she went on to a
group of students at another university.

This track can be seen to have
been early in the field with what is a
modern trend in marriage, that is, one
serious partner for several years, fol-
lowed by another, and then another, as
the change in status of the man makes a
change in partners advisable. Love can
flourish in such a system, but it does
not guarantee continuing sccurity.

I was not aware enough in high
school to try to estimate how many or
what percentage of males were taken for
this track. I did pay some attention to
the matter later on, in various environ-
ments. My conclusion is that given any
six or seven young men, they will turn
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one of themselves into a woman or gay
boy for their purposes. This is even
when females are readily available and
marriage is not required for access ‘to
them. In the environments 1 have
known, the choice was usually woman,
not gay boy. In the Navy, I would
estimate that the ratio is about two
women and one gay boy for a total
group of 20 males: a little less than 6 to

1
From the perspective of this ac-

count, let me comment on the current
scene. First, there is the current attack
on dominance-submissiveness. This I
think is a mistake in understanding.
“Dominance” and “submissiveness” are
social cues for indicating who takes the
initiative and who plays coy. It is the
older way, of men chasing nymphs, and
nymphs running away but not too fast.
It is not a wicked way simply because it
is old and has served well in the past. [t
does not determine who, ultimately, is
in control.

Second, what is happening now is
that some male youths are not waiting
to be chosen and submitting to it. They
are coming forward and proclaiming
themselves women on their own say-so.

This is admirable. But it does not
ensure that there will be some young
men there to make use of them in
sccio-sexual ways. So they are taking
greater chances than the male women in
the track I have described were exposed
tc. These latter were sure of acceptance
as they lost their masculinity.

Third, the great heresy is to pro-
claim that feminity may be preferable
tc masculinity; it is the saying, not
merely the doing, that causes more
resistance now. Without proclamation,
the track I have described went along
smoothly under everyone’s eyes with no
one drawing attention to it or giving it
unwanted publicity.



FEMINIST
STUDIES

FEMINIST STUDIES was founded in 1969,
early in the contemporary women’s move-
ment. We published analytical, critical and
scholarly contributions to feminist issues, and
we encouraged new areas of research about
women. We are proud that we helped to create
this generation’s feminist thought, by bringing
together political commitment with intellec-
tual analysis.

The feminist movement has demonstrated
that the study of women is more than a com-
pensatory project. Instead, feminism has the
potential fundamentally to reshape the ways
we view the world. We wish not just to inter-
pret women’s experiences but to change wo-
men’s condition. For us, feminist thought re-
presents a transformation of consciousness,
social forms, and modes of action.
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puton by a helper (below).
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Baiko, another leading onnagata (female
im'personator); begins his makeup (above
left). A silk skull cap is donned. Then He
applies the white mask-like makeup with
brushes (above right). Next, he binds a §
head before the wig and its accessories are

]
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It is not clear what feminist fiction is; it
is not merely fiction by women, for that
can be as conformable to masculinist
values and themes as any story by a
man. Nor is feminist fiction that which
praises women, or complains about their
current status, or pretends that they are
better or nobler than they are, or
advocates more equality according to
our current standards of equality. Per-
haps at the present day truly feminist
writing always has an air of fantasy, for
looking at things solely from a womanly
point of view is so contrary to plain

common sense (all common sense bHeing
the result of centuries of masculine
assertion) that even the woman who
achieves it can hardly believe that it is
real.

Not knowing all the answers, the
Editorial Board has nevertheless decided
to present some examples of what feels
to us to be feminist writings, whather
by male or female. What follows is from
the beginning of a larger work, in which
the Woman and the Realm will undergo
further experiences, taking the situation
arrived at in this excerpt as the basis.

* ¥k k k * *

TO BE A DEVISER IS THIS KIND OF THING

by Margaret [

Our Realm is the earth. Below,
where blackness and heat abound, is not
our realm. Above, where liquids evapor-
ate and white blinds one to look at it, is
not our realm. We are of the earth,
cherish it, water it, fertilize it, tend it;
and it gives us vitality, nourishment,
shade, warmth, life. Women favor red
earth; men favor brown earth; but we
are together in the Realm. We permit no
waste, no spillages. Every body returns
its fertile parts to the earth; every drop
is handled carefully. As long as that is,
the Realm will be.

We permit no sin in the Realm. If
a man wishes to do a great new thing, he
calls upon the Scribes for a Ritual of
Purification, and, if there is none, they
call upon a Deviser to prepare a new
one. Thus each new action comes into
being with a proper purification which
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makes it no sin, and so we are a
guilt-free people. In wanting is no guilt,
it is in acting that guilt may arise.

In killing is no sin. Power rules,
and takes what it desires. If you kill, to
that extent you have power. But it may
be his friends will kill you, so you do
not really have so much power. Men will
fight; let them do so, then, without guilt
but with judicious estimate of the con-
sequences. Let Sir John fight the Earl,
and if Sir John wins, he may become
the Earl. Thus authority is always based
on power.

In the Realm men are free, walk
upright, wield power or yield to power,
dress decorously, use swords and jav-
elins, possess the land and from it bring
forth bread and green food and flowers,
take counsel, carry out the Ritnals,
possess houses, live in courts or villages





















The spokesman grinned. “Our
Protector may be mad for all we know.
Ie dreamed a dream, and here we are.
Many of us, I fear, will bathe in the sea
forever before we find the floating
mountains. But what can be dreamed,
men can do.”

“You will need mates, then for so
long a stay.”

“We will need mates,” the spokes-
man agreed,

“The sea beaches are not under
our sway. What you can take on them
you may keep. You may have land
along the shore for yourselves.”

“Agreed,” said the spokesman.
“But tell me, why are you so acqui-
escent? What do you ask in return?”

“That you respect our customs
and for yourselves seek always out-
wards. We do not love the sea; we
welcome a buffer against its alieness.
Outward, do as you will; inward and on
the long promontory, our rituals pre-
vail.”

And so it was; and the Woman
was thenceforward known far and wide
as the ablest Deviser of Purifications.
Some individuals even sought her out to
ask for charms and spells, but these she
rebuffed, saying, “Go away, you seekers
after personal advantage. It is only
rituals for the people I devise.” She
would serve a particular goup only if it
were in the general interest that that
group thrive. Thus along the Count’s
borders an alien tribe could be made
suitable for dcaling with in merchant-
fashion, haggling and the like all day
long, with the use of only one slave girl
in the morning. And the trade goods
then followed by exchange into other
parts of the Realm. Only for a major
market was it necessary to hang up a
male youth.

Thus My Lady’s Intent was fos-
tered, and dealings with Strangers did
not lead to dilution of the ways of the
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Realm. Even among themselves, for a
major transaction or change one of the
Powers would send to the Woman for a
Ritual of Purification. When the demon
Earl at last acquired Castle Rock, for
example, he impaled his two favorite
youths on stakes before the pass that
was its entrance for three days before he
took up residence in it. After the bodies
were picked away by the birds, the same
stakes were mounted solidly as the
uprights of a yoke through which all
visitors to the Castle passed. This was
one of the Woman’s most successful
Rituals, and it influenced men of Power
throughout the Realm.
without Ritual thereafter felt
somewhat less than manly, somewhat
less than fully consonant with the
Realm.

everywhere
Power
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Letter: from Cathy

5-C0O-83645

As a new member of the Alliance
I’'ve been encouraged to finally come
out of the closet. One of my most
exciting dreams came true last February
while visiting in Seattle. I was staying by
myself in a house where normally three
women live. I had several glorious days
borrowing their clothes to try on and
wear around the house. They were
almost my size. Even the shoes fit. After
two days [ removed all the hair from my
once man’s body and became the femi-
nine Cathy that dwells inside me. Hav-
ing gone this far I went out shopping for
my own clothes. I would have never
dreamt that I could publicly try on wigs
and dresses. The help 1 got from my
female sisters was great. [ set up an
appointment to have my hair and make-
up done by a professional beautician.
She was great, and very encouraging.

After I was set, I went out “to
pass” while walking around the down-
town section. I ended up in a bar where
“women dance with women”. I love the
feeling of having women look at me
with eyes of loving sisterhood. Having
just received my Journal, 1 was pleased
to read about Sally’s Gemini-Register
and the Seahorse Collective. I consider
myself to be bi-sexually oriented, and as
a male woman | prefer male lesbians to
homosexuality from a man who loves
me as woman, A woman, I’ve found, has
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a much greater capacity to give and
receive love and affection.

[Sorry, Cathy, your pictures
weren’t contrasty enough to reproduce.
See general advice comments in “Alli-
ance” section, above. —Ed note].

Letter: from Patricia Louise

32-PA-15626

Perhaps I expected too much too
soon, but when you finally recognize
and accept what you are and who you
are and decide to act positively to that
new impact, I guess you get a little
anxious when forward progress doesn’t
continue. Like—I'm beginning to take
little steps forward on my own but I'm
sure that my new association with the
Alliance and with Tri Sigma will open
up new experiences and new horizons
which will help me to grow at a greater
rate. If nothing else, I will, at least, be
able to communicate and associate with
people who care and share and accept
me as I am. But we are doing a few
things on our own, like having the
courage to ask a sales clerk if she/he has
a white summer wedge in size 11%
AAAAA while wearing male clothes. I
did. . .he did. . .and he suggested I be
placed on their mailing address. . .to
which I agreed. . .but which caused me a
little bit of embarassment when I re-
ceived a post card addressed to Mr. Paul
J. M....though a very small-town



nnky-dink post office. I also receive
unsolicited catalogs and mail clearly
Wdentifiable as female in nature. I'm
Seginning to suspect that the employees
of the D...Post Office suspect that
Paul is a TV, but right now I haven’t
decided whether that is good or bad.

Oh, I took another step forward
two months ago. | was getting a haircut
at a local beauty salon I was the last
customer of the evening. I mustered up
my courage and asked if she could cut
and style my hair so that it could be
converted to a female style. At first she
thought I was a Gay, but after a short
sxplanation of cross-dressing we had a
very nice woman-to-woman conversa-
tion. She even showed my how to set a
female style by combing, brushing, with
2 blow dryer and with a curling iron. On
Saturday I had my second masculine/
feminine cut, and after my discussion of
the trouble | was having with setting my
straight hair in curlers, she recom-
mended a body permanent with my
mext haircut. She was very reassuring
that my hair would have a very mascu-
ine look for office hours.

Oh, I also had the courage to buy
2 separate pair of feminine prescription
glasses when Paul James needed a new
pair of glasses. To my pleasant surprise
the technician was very helpful in both
the selection and fitting process.

It’s so delightful, so much fun in
being—becoming—a woman. It’s a feel-
ing-a state of being—a condition which
2 non-caring, non-understanding person
tmale or female; family or stranger)
can’t comprehend. I can understand and
accept why they cannot understand and
accept why/how a male person can
enjoy being a woman while at the same
1ime being totally capable of and enjoy-
ing relating to a female in all respects as
2 male. I need to reach out, to be
reached out to—to touch and be
touched—to talk with someone who
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cares—while still being very happy, com-
fortable and successful (both technically
and financially) as a traditional male-
type business executive as Paul James.
To me there is no incongruinty—Patricia
anc Paul are part of a single entity—and
that is why (I believe) I have been so
successful as a Personal Relations Man-
ager. | have been able to integrate the
need for discipline and performance
with the requirement of caring enough
about employees that I want them to
succeed and not to be fired as failures or
incorruptibles.

Letter: FROM Dee Dee-

2-CT-06114

The mail I have received has been
just wonderful, courteous, literary, and
best of all, friendly. If we are a sub-cul-
ture, then [it’s one in which]| the best
travel. You will be happy to know that I
am now quite the social butterfly, and
having at long last heard my own heels
clicking on the sidewalk and meefing
with several of my sisters—dressed to
the nines, of course—-Dee Dee has come
into her own. All this, of course, due to
an amazing about-face on the part of
my wife. I now have a cosmetician,
photographer, critic, and chaffeur all
combined into one package of this girl
who consented to marry me a long time
ago. Who could ask for anything more?
All correspondence between your good
offices and myself may now be sent to
my home address. I have no .more
secrets from my wife.

A Sexuality Day Workshop On
Gender Orientation
By Melissa Sherrill Lynn, 1-NH-03862

ast March first, at the University of
LNew Hampshire I conducted a TV-
TS subculture workshop. Ariadne Kane



of the TV Outreach Foundation asked
me to speak briefly on the success of this
workshop, which I will gladly do, but in
the light of the overall program with
which I was involved.
he program was ‘Sexuality Day’
sponsored by Anne Dubois of the
UNH Human Sexuszlity Center. Anne’s
purpose was not only to educate, but to
help people become more aware of
themselves as feeling human beings. To
do this she coordinated nearly twenty
workshops concerning human biology,
sexuality, and awareness, sponsored
movies that examined masculinity,
femininity, and roles, built displays and
distributed literature. The result was a
long, tiring, but very successful day.
In my workshop, in keeping with An-
ne’s overall goals, I not only tried to
give my audience a basic understanding
of the nature of the TV-TS subculture,
but point out the existence of both
masculine and feminine characteristics
in all human beings, and how this might
affect us as we undergo the socialization
process. After my brief lecture I turned
the workshop over to open discussion
with this statement, ‘‘It took me a long
time and cost me pain to know myself as
well as I know myself, and I still remain
ignorant. But I can say this: I now like
me. I'm glad | am who I am, and [ am
what I prefer to be; a transgenderal per-
son. Are you what you prefer to be? How
do you know? How well do you really
know yourself? How do you feel about
your ‘self’? Good? Angry? Incomplete?
Incompetant? Ignorant? What have you
done to examine your complete self? For
instance, how do you feel right now
about my presence, talking about your
own masculinity and femininity with me

and among all these people? Why do
you feel this way, and most importantly,
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how do you propose to cope with these
feelings?’’ The response to the
statement was incredible. The thirty or
so people in the room, and the ad-
ditional thirty or so who drifted in and
out, were so enthusiastic that they kept
the workshop going until the next
scheduled workshop moved in some four
hours later. And it didn’t stop there, for
the conversations spilled over through
lunch and into the other workshops.

uring my workshop listening to
Dpeople talk about their ‘selves’ was
exciting, but the conversation got
political as I knew it would, and that’s
when the fun began. The questions
came. Are the masculine qualities such
as strength, aggressiveness and courage
innate, or do they evolve from the
animal will to survive? Are feminine
qualities such as sensitivity, delicate
beauty, compassion and gentleness a
matter of biology, or did they evolve
from man’s own ability to mentally
elaborate on sensual input? In other
words, do masculine qualities evolve
from animal instinct, and feminine
qualities from the human mind? To
what extent are these masculine and
feminine qualities in each of us, and can
we legitimately give these qualities a
sexual identity? If these qualities are in
each of us, to what extent do we express
or supress them? How much of that ex-
pression and supression is due to the
socialization process, and what are the
sociological and psychological effects of
it? What are you going to do about it?

p to sixty people visited my

workshop and took the time to ask
themselves, and try to answer some of
these very important questions. I could
not have been more pleased with the
results. On behalf of myself and the
hundreds of people who benifited from












“beard,” which gives her greater latitude to challenge those multi and
various brand products of cosmetics, which continually flow in from
here and abroad. Add to that the fact that she, too, sells a particular
cover makeup which she refers to as *“Old Reliable,” stating that it *nev-
er fails to perform at its best.”

Taking leave of the facial issues, I then approached her on the subject
of shoes and handbags. Here, Pam went into great length and detail
about the sclection of purchasing these items with a most particular
care (o see that they should harmonize well with other accessory cloth-
ing and outfits she now possesses, and the opportunity for the inter-
changeability of them for sports attire. In other words, she said, “it’s
not so much what I have, but how I can get the fullest ase out of my
leather goods to the best interest of myself, the occasion it calls for,
and the person whom I'm with. It’s a question of taste, style and fur-
ther opportunity.”

Insofar as Pam’s jewelry is concerned, I can tell you from personal in-
spection (and although I'm not an authority by any stretch of the imag-
ination), that her selection was certainly one of care in terms of its lon-
gevity of usefulness and, again, of occasion. Whether a cocktail ring, for
instance, would be accentuate her intent of the design, whether it be a
Tiara, or Moonstone, or a fifteen-stone gold setting for a necklace. You
may be sure that when Pam wears her rings, they are not only dainty,
but extremely feminine. Attention is well attracted.

Like every woman, she, too, has her preferences for particular like-
nesses for jewelry, and she quickly informed me that she enjoys a strong
flair for antiques. Whether she is actually wearing it, or it is encased in
her jewelry box, she states that it must meet the rigid test of elegance
and beauty, without being “gaudy.” If it’s attractive to observe, then
it must be even more beautiful to wear, for this is what feminine jewel-
ry is all about. She also expressed a strong interest in the Victorian
jewelry, the Art Nouveau Era which has taken her by storm, perhaps a
search for the past!

Finally, and with excited anticipation, I broached on the subject of
clothes, which I'm sure is the most important to everyone, since this is
what outward dressing is all about. It’s a combination of facial makeup,
nail polish, hair style, shoes and bag, but, most importantly. “man’s
first impression on woman ’’ As in almost every case, this, then, be-
comes the acid test of all of your feminine skills and your ability to
“put it all together.”

Let me tell you, looking at Pam’s wardrobe is equivalent to standing
in the women’s section of Lord & Taylor’s.. Her love of clothes knows
no bounds. It runs from the unusually bizarre all the way to the wet
look, jumpsuits, and even patent leather skirts. Yet. on the more con-
servative side, you scan the racks of her very tailored attire of dresses.
two and three picce suits, skirts, blouses, and an envious selection of
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for her one most PErsondi craving, that of buying and selling antiques
which, she tells me, has a very high priority of interest in her life as she
is working toward a full-time business for her future.

Her weekends are exclusively those of her two children. whom she
adores. While her parents know of her “feminine fifestyle,” they've ac-
cepted and adjusted to it. The children, meanwhile, accepted it imme-
diately.
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Fortunately, there is now taking place a worldwide reex-

amination of the proper place of sexuality in human expe-
rience. We believe that the humanization of sexuality is far
enough advanced to make useful a statement of rights and
responsibilities of the individual to society and of society to
the individual. Accordingly we wish to offer the following
points for consideration.
1. The boundaries-of human sexuality need to be expanded.
Many cultures have tended to restrict sexuality to procrea-
tion. Any other purposes of sexuality were regarded as deriva-
tive, were looked at askance, or were sternly disapproved. But
the need to limit population growth, the mdespread use
of effective contraceptives, and the developmcats in re-
productive technology have made the procreative aspects of
sex less significant today. Responsible sexuality should now
be viewed as an expression of intimacy for women as well as
for men, a source of enjoyment and enrichment, in addition to
being a way of releasing tension, even where there is no likeli-
hood of procreation. 3

This integration of sexuality with other aspects of expe-
rience will occur only as one achieves an essentially balanced
life. When this happens, sexuality will take its place among
other natural functions.

2. Developing a sense of equity between the sexes is an essen-
tial feature of a sensible morality. All legal, occupational,
economic, and political discrimination against women should
be removed and all traces of sexism erased. Until women have
equal opportunities, they will be vulnerable to sexual exploi-
tation by men. In particular, men must recognize the right of
women to control their own bodies and determine the nature
of their own sexual expression. All individuals, female or
male, are entitled to equal consideration as persons.

3. Repressive taboos should be replaced by a more balanced
and objective view of sexuality based on a sensitive awareness
of human behavior and needs. Archaic taboos limit our think-
ing in many ways. The human person, especially the female,
has been held in bondage by restrictions that prescribed
when, where, with whom, and with what parts of the body the
sex impulse could be satisfied. As these taboos are dispelled
and an objective reappraisal ensues, numerous sexual expres-
sions will be seen in a different light. Many that now seem
unacceptable will very likely become valid in certain circum-
stances. Extramarital sexual relationships with the consent of
one’s partner is being accepted by some. Premarital sexual
relationships, already accepted in some parts of the world,
will become even more widely so. This will very likely also
be true of homosexual and bisexual relationshins. The use of
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to changing cultural patterns.

5. Potential parents have both the right and the responsibility
to plan the number and time of birth of their children, taking
into account both social needs and their own desires. If family
size is to be so regulated and the birth of unwanted children 1$
to be prevented, then birth-control information and methods
must be freely available to both married and unmarried
couples. There must be a continuing reassessment in light of
tne world population situation. Involved in the right to birth
control 15 the right to voluntary s:erilization and abortion.
We should especially point out that birth control should be
the appropriate responsibility of men as well as women. Male
contraception should be the object of further research. Con-
traception should not be considered the sole responsibility of
females.

6. Sexual morality should come from a sense of caring and
respect for others; it cannot be legislated. Laws can and do
protect the young from exploitation and people of any age
from abuse. Beyond that, forms of sexual expression should
not be a matter of legal regulation. Mature individuals should
be able to choose their partners and the kinds of sexual ex-
pression suited to them. Certain forms of sexual expression are
limiting and confining, for example, prostitution, sado-
masochism, or fetishism. However, any changes in such pat-
terns, if they are made, should come through education and
counseling, not by legal prohibition. Our overriding objective
should be to help individuals live balanced and self-actualized
lives. The punishing and ostracizing of those who voluntarily
engage in-socially disapproved forms of sexual conduct only
exacerbate the problem. Sexual morality should be viewed as
an inseparable part of general morality, not as a special set of
rules. Sexual values and sex acts, like other human values and
acts, should be evaluated by whether they frustrate or
enhance human fulfillment.

7. Physical pleasure has worth as a moral value. Traditional
religious and social views have often condemned pleasures
of the body as “sinful” or “wicked.” These attitudes are in-
humane. They are destructive of human relationships. The
findings of the behavioral sciences demonstrate that depriva-
tion of physical pleasure, particularly during the formative
periods of development, often results in family breakdown,
child abuse, adolescent runaways, crime, violence, alcohol-
ism, and other forms of dehumanizing behavior. We assert
that physical pleasure within the context of meaningful
human relationships is essential, both as a moral value and for
its contribution to wholesome social relationships.
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Conclusion

he realization of the points in this statement depends
upen certain attributes in the individual. One needs to
have autonomy and control over his or her own sexual func-
tioning. One needs to find reasonable satisfaction in living
and to accept and enjoy pleasures of the body. Furthermore,
one needs to respect the rights of others to those same qual-
ities. The society in which one lives, while it makes demands,
should also be atturied to individual needs and the impor-
tance of personal freedom. Only as these conditions are met

will loving and guilt-free sexuality be possible.
At this point in our history, we human beings are embarking

on a wondrous adventure. For the first time we realize that
we own our own bodies. Until now our bodies have been in
bondage to church or state, which have dictated how we
could express our sexuality. We have not been permitted to
experience the pleasure and joy of the human body and our
sensory nature to their full capacity.

In order to realize our potential for joyful sexual expression,
we need to adopt the doctrine that actualizing pleasures are
among the highest moral goods—so long as they are expe-
rienced with responsibility and mutuality.

A reciprocal and creative attitude toward sexuality can
have a deep meaning, personally and socially. Each of us will
know its personal meaning when we experience psychic
growth and ego enhancement with others. In effect, our
behavior can say to another, “I am enriched for having had
this experience and for having contributed to your having had
it also.”

The social meaning can derive from the loving feelings en-
gendered by a person who is experiencing guilt-free, recipro-
cal pleasure. The loving feelings of mental and physical well-
being, the sense of completion of the self, that we can expe-
rience from freely expressed sexuality may well reach out to
all humanity. It 1s quite impossible to have a meaningful,
ecstatic sexual and sensual life and to be indifferent to or un-
caring about other human beings.

We believe that freeing our sexual selves is vital if we are to
reach the heights of our full humanity. But at the same time,
we believe that we need to activate and nourish a sense of our
responsibilities to others. °

Signers
(affiliation given for identification only)
Gina Allen, member of the National Task Force on Sexuaiity for the
Naticnal Organization for Women; coauthor of Intimacy
Alan P.Bell, Inst. for Sex Research, Indiana Univ.; coeditor of Homo-

sexuality.
Maj-Briht Bergstrom-Walan, head of the Swedish Institute for Sexual
Research, Stockholm; coauthor of Sex and Society in Sweden
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The International Alliance for Male Feminism is an incorporated non-profit
organization. The mailing address is I.LA.M.F., P.O. Box 623, Laurel, Md. 20810.
The 24-hour Male Feminist Helpline is (301) 776-8832. Alliance Dues are $20 a
year; each local chapter sets its own chapter dues. Membership includes a
subscription to the Journal of Male Feminism, a copy of the Alliance’s
Non-Confidential Membership Directory of members wishing to list their names,
and Supplements and other mailings, as well as the right to attend (or found) a local
chapter.

A membership application is required from each member. The filled-out form and
all other records are confidential. There is no charge for a female woman joining
with a male woman or another female woman. Checks should be payable to The
International Alliance.

The Journal of Male Feminism covers the wholz range of male womanhood, and
femininity. Contributions are unpaid and subject to editorial revision. Articles
reflect the views of the authors and not necessarily those of the IAMF. An annual
subscription to the Journal without Alliance Membership is: U.S. and Canada, $18:
outside U.S. and Canada $20. (If 1st class mailing is desired, add $5)

The Alliance solicit contributions to its Fund for Development, to assist the growth
of more chapters in more localities. We suggest $10 added to your membership fee
will help the Alliance reach two others in addition to yourself.
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