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A DEEP breath, a little expert
help with a zip fastener , . .
.and the blonde is ready to face

the audience. HIS audience.

. For Laurie Lee, daring

. dress, high heels and all, is a

female impersonator. :

‘"As ‘' The People '’ reported

in the start of a fascinating |

series last week, Laurie is just

one of a growing number of
~men_with an. act that is big
business all over the country.

In pubs and clubs, ** drag'*
“packs in the audiences. Men [=
love it. Women love it.  And i}

- Laurie's biggest fan is his girl
friend, Jean Raeburn —
that's her in the picture,
«.8he s sayst ' ‘“It's the
best- comedy- I've- seen.
think women like it more
\than *_men __ because ' they
~find- ‘the: :clothes, ' and

/' make-up -enthralling, - - . ;¢
‘“Many even ask ‘Laurle i}
how: he' does his: eyes’ o |

well.: ‘And that bust of his .

getsithem: all,’”’ .. . ° . °f

Laurie, who has. ﬂmled!ii
smart _London * hotels by}
wearlng, his: women's

+clothes, . ‘says: ‘“To. me, -

‘it’s Just a Job: that involves ‘£

‘dressing -up as_a’woman,

It's no more_than that,” .

‘What's ‘the secret of his |
. success, — and the ‘' bust .

_that gets them all2 - '§

_.The . series that has set:| ]

_everybody . talking delves . [+

/. more into this social phero- {

_menon. — and, the dangers

_to ;the 'performers — on |

d.Three.

-,




The injectlons have al-[i
iready had two slde effects. G
; Soon after he started the [
lnjections Merty, a former ,1&-_
Inyolce clétk fof Wimpeys,
xatarted to lose his halr,
|“Lucklly it has started to
grow again,” he sald,

. The other effect: “I lost
gome of my sexual urge. o
Something that always jie
happens I was told. It is'
more difficult to become ; 1
sexually excited once you [i';
have had the implants” -

Terry added: “I'm still a [
man and like the ledies.
thOUgh." R

Terry earns between £12 |l
and £15 a night If he works ;?l i
‘near home; more If he '{‘r:
travels. He expects to make
‘at least £80 a week and 18 |}
‘booked up, apart from one |;
jor two dates, until the end
iof the year.

'AIDS

Are the deprivations, are
the risks, really worth 1t? |
g ‘Although ' many drag i
artists say that a hormone= fGisy
finduded bosom undoubtedly fFEs
ihelps to publisise an act, sy
Ithey prefer to use physical {14
{or mechanlcal aids.
. Manchester's Bernard §
“RBunny” Lewls « wears
speclally imotilded-* breasts.
“plate’s which he straps: on:
his.chest-and wears under. a
see-through blouse. -

4y got it in/ Perls.",he
?sald “although a ‘lot of §
artists - there were havlng &
~injections.” '

v Bunny” ‘has’ & glirls)
“friend, but “1 keep ‘her-in
" the background.” ' :

‘Londonet Laurle - ‘Les
(88-26-38), " ex« electrlclan 8
- mate, exnchimney-sweeps
a.ssistent does speclal exers’

flabby and my walst thin."

| He added in way of ex-
' planation: “It's wondertul
,whail you can do.. wit
tight " corset and a: ‘1ot~
pulling.”

~Would he ever take hor-
mone injectlons? He replled i
with an emphatic “ No.” And
‘he added:

“I1f you take these fnjec« iy
tlons, I don’t belleva you are {4
a female impersonator any . Ly
longer. ' You ' are s sort of:| &
in=between-. . a freak.” b

Men llke' “Bunny” Lewil &
and Laurle. Lee gee no harm |
in ‘shopping in women's |
stores for thelr-showbusiness
clothes,  Jush .
Durham does “not ' worry |
about his induced bust.

_Such - complacergy and

any other drag artist is :,m,
open to challenge. :

STUDY '

Protessor John Oohen, |
! Professor of Psychology at g
Manchester University, who e

‘.i

%swdy of the sublect, told £
4 David Fatr in an interview! &
< U {s ‘&  general rule.‘

gnpecu.lly in Hollywood, that |

if an actor plays certaln »

{mage over & period of tlme, 5
then hls real self is gradu=
¥ ally merged Into the image.
# ‘“Eyen for  a celebrated Fie:
female impersonator It |

would be dangerous to play p

~{the role too long.
“He would find himself

*‘! tade out and hls ifnper-

‘8 oty

clses “to keep my ohesti :

s, Terry [

has been making & speclal teg},

parts and acquires a certaln’{ ; 4 X
_‘*& went: on the stage; -

g i?

sonated sélf 1s'Bolng to take
its place.” .~

Professor  Cohen

“ feminise ” thelr figures,

“Once you start injecting y

powerful hormones you up-
set the whole body system,”
he sald.’

“ people who say that they
can simply take another
course of hormones to revert
pack to their male state are
misleading themselves, be-

how the body will react.”
Professor Cohen

by scores of readers:

LAR IN THE NORTH?

His answer should . give
some consolation at least to
those Northcountrymen. who,
were beginning - to doubb
their tough image.

anything terribly significant
in this,"
sald.

cosmopolltan way of llfe.

. popular drag was in Wales.
But the team of “ People”
“reporters who *carried - ou

in the North

letters from. Welshmen wh

‘{s most in demand. .

Yorkshire, Street, Burnley.

“Imperspnations of

Bassey.

in the evenlnz gown was ‘or
was_nat a.man.
Only when he took oﬁ his

‘What 'Jack Lewis, a 38-

i year-old Yorkshireman, :did
#inot tell them was. that he

1taok a: hlstory degree at New
i College, . Oxford, uhtil

: \

\' )

There he made sueh, a hit
as .4 pantomime’ dame. he

“1 still work as ‘an actor

S put. I get more ‘drag ‘jobs

nowadays. .1 dos It because

jllving the part he BCts SO iy it pays,” he sald.
:)h::or?;.ilolrlfe WAS the [m- i 7 “'l‘en years. -ago drag WBS

@ Pe WEH

i “No matter how. rational AR i";’c‘fengg ;:}:hrezpﬁ\::&lg

4 or normal artists are at the 1 i Certainly the hl"hly zes -

| baginnlng, the Image will In [5ei- e

the end conguer them. The
better the artist, the greetert
the danger,

EHT
g

£

\i

i

'S

goes on, the more difficult he
! must- find it In hls normal-je:a
7 everyday non-stage life to .%‘";‘

{pehave Aas a normal man, Bt
, | He must eventually be llving [
1,\#

this lmpersonatlon in every

oy

‘ };W‘d 7 -;\.51?‘1-&‘1

P The longer: his - career fi%@;

;;; { Ashion i Makerﬂemy

pectable audience uthought >

“tainment,” ‘said Mrs.,
Martin-of Parliament Street
Burnley

Comment
McGuire of rGrove . Street,

- from.

x also §
warned artists who resorted f
to drugs and surgery to

cause no one can be certain f;

also |
“answered a question esked;

WHY IS DRAG SO PUPU«

«1 don’t think there: is &
Professor Cohen

“ Because of TV and many
other factors, the North has fx
been opened up to a very

“3f you go to Blackburn ¥
 or -Burnley you.find that
they ‘are quite as advanced £
as any place In the South.” 2

He was not able to say how

our survey found that it was}
almost as popular there asfi

5 “After 5 & ‘toured\r mining ~
~areas llke Ty-bryn and Tre-§
“harrls  in. Wales, I zot af
tremetidous mall i’rom the |
distrjct. and more than 20

wanted to become imperson-
“ators,” sald “Bunny”. Lewis.

But it is In Yorkshire and
Lancashlire’s clubland that it

’I’ako the typlcal scene s.t‘

the Rose a.nd Thistle Club.

a7 ‘There, snother Lewls,. no
_relation. made a great hit
“with a nolsy, good-natured-
Lancashire audience with a
series of risque jokes and
Shirley

The men in the audience *

argued volubly as to whether

ornot t hl h- heeled il ure
confidencé by these men or M»' . or he g g

auburn wig at the end did
i they learn the truth.

went into the drag business.'

J,-s ;;L 5;,‘,'“ ;

« I think hes great enter-
Isa

Kevin

“A

»And Mollle Ashworth of
" Colne. Road, ;Burnley,. sald: @
#1 don’t see. anything wrong [
with men dressing as'women.
 After- all, ‘'women: dress like

'men nowadays .If the ente -
S M :

’all that ‘matters. to me,”
" One person who'ls not, too

sure about. the. be-sfits of
:the drag boom 1s attractive :
' prunette Mrs. Brenda Steel.
-She says rrankly that she

,1s passionately jealous 3
of her husband. But 't
it isn’t other women
that bother her.

It’s the men she is.
" 'Jealous of!
. Brenda, ' who lves
- with - her = 34-year-old
husband, Roy,: and
their  two. children in

Yew Street, Auden-
shaw, Manchester,
sald:

i 46 THiQT ridiculous, but
since Roy started his
drag act I have become

#" really jealous.. X,
+ . “But it's. the men who
watch his:act .and’ try to
‘make 'passes. that get me
furious, . 5
“I would know what to’
do if 1t was women ﬂlrting

with him, but what can you

1 do when it {s a man who

fancies. your husband? '’
Roy, " who . works . 1n:ja "

1 bakery, started as.a female’

t"

"1 showbusiness as a comedian
i, much longer, o235 &
'

 'WONDERFUL' '

Drag began . with him
1 jokingly impersonating
{ Carmen Miranda at a show,"

Now his act -includes fulli;’
dress Impressions of Lena*
-Horne, Shirley: Bassey and
P Eartha Kitt.

. Roy’s:wife makes most of
his . dresses -and "helps him
choose the gowns and wigs.

Brenda, said she knew that
.people,” in . audiences just:
assumed her husband was
~homosexual, ~“I certainly
| know he isn’t..'We have been -
married for 13'years,

‘“1 know there is nothing :
.wrong with him: so I don’t'.;
‘mind him doing his act. In ¢

]

think "it’s wonderful.” - '’
. Her two children—Joyce;"
10, and John, eight—have o;

! ‘fortabhle moments,
. Perhaps ' the most* em
barrassing ;occasion for: her:’
£ was when='het' little “girl',
4.brought ;| her composition e
\4 book home. from school. '
Said Brenda: “ On one of .
the pages she had . written:
‘Daddy bought .a beautiful

Saturday” I don't know *
% what the poor teacher- must:, .
1 have, thought.”

at all wrong with being a
X drag artist, “I make a Jot ot%

money,” he sald, “Drag has o
4 glven me a nice home ‘and a

| luxurles I wouldn’t have.

“I know people think :I "
am’ ‘queer’
dress up to do an act. Let's,
face ‘it, if I wanted to be:
queer I could be without put- F
ting women’s dresses on.” .

Roy said it was not un-
usual for customers in pubs®
and clubs to try to get ‘a™
date.
{ how far some of them get .
carried away.

“But I have ‘never ha‘d
any nasty experiences,
matter how rough some of:
the bookings have . been,
Even the real toughs are
always extremely well
mannered. :

“You might

say they”

- 'said with a laugh.

Impersonator ,_three ryearseivyise, ‘Sylvid,wl 6 WAS]
! 'ago, although he had been in | working as_a %ﬁ%ﬁgﬂ for

.-nu- secret “of ;the t’act that
‘- he'‘respects Danny

“well known it ‘was: stillia
r:taboo ‘subject outside the

“North.and:1t' is.quité*aston-

11| fact I love watching him,’ T ./the -way- P“’P‘e th,mlgm iof
£ :

occasions provided uncom 2

"respect

pair of high-heeled shoes on - .'

: t
. “But I'm not a-drag. actn-\%
,I'm\ a . female impressionist.}

Roy himself sees noi;hingt o

car and a lot. of other':"around in' drag during ‘the
s day and then do an act at

just because- I «'

“1t really is fantastic * .-

no: -,

~“women would quit in disgust,

treat, me like  a''lady,”. he
“An . unbiased and, t:xscina-
-ting. view of drag in Britain
.came ‘from American ‘Ricky
4 Renee, who had the: temerity
“to, set’ up. a '‘drag . show:
. opposite: Danny La* Rues
club:in 1966,
" It didn’t last.” But Ricky"?
ha.s no regrefs He met his

.Danny.  Naw  Ricky makes

AUntile he became very

‘West End,” said Ricleilaa: s
- “In the'past year :or. 8o
1I've been doing’ clubs: in'the

Ashing how well 1t is recelved: f&’
I don't really know, whv,”!
His -wife interrupted to
.§ay. there hads been~,. a
'widening of‘moral’ outlook in
the --country . and  “ People
“will‘now' accept R!cky not as|
.an impersonator but “as’ the‘
talented artist that;he. i~ i
*Rieky’ then ~took ,up‘,the
point, "X . < aay iy T
41 was.) amazed ‘when
‘first came;to-England tojsee’

x...

‘thedtre’ named arter on
:impersonator;" 146

country whg,re they dldnt
treat the- lmpersonahor,mith

“I know there ere . ;mm-
ber: of - homosexuals ‘doing,
idrag-aets.: *4 | cidlia

- Irdo hnpressions of" womeng
“illke Marilyn Monroe, Manlen
Dletrich  Mae’ West i
T4 1t’s the people’ whoé?;o«_

night who get -us all a bad
name.

‘“T don't even want to be
associated with. that sort,

“Danny -has glven ‘us aj
certain amount of respecta
» bility, but 'it' could all be;
ruined ' if these so-calle
drag acts carry on.”

For .the moment though,
Ricky ' sees no sign .of ar
weakenlng in the popularity, |

“Pive years ago I'd go into |
a ~club  where families were
‘having' a ‘night out and the

§

“Not at my act but at:the
“thought of my' dresslng and
‘acting. like ' a woman,
“ Now- they love it 47




4 ACCORDING to «.,the locals, Queen Victoria was. so taken with fhe‘?'

%a architecture. that she stopped her' carrlage and said: “‘Cor, what: a

il smashing new pub,’”and that is why |t is called The ROYAL Vauxhall
i| Tavern to this day. < B

_Well, . whatever the ' Old Lady sald 100 or 50 years ago 10 would be most_‘
1nterest1ng to hear. her. comments on the same'pub now, . . - /
. “Especially’ if she were'to pay a regal visit. while a man’ dressed as a pregnantv
girl dancedy-6n  the. baLr counter singlng.' i Theres always somethmg there tof

remind me, ,'."
~The Roya.; ‘Vauxhall Tavern. which stands sootuy ln the shadow of'

to know. If he was, Belleve
me, he's all man.” .
Roberta added: *“There's

good-looking. -

“1 wish I looked half as
good as he does when he is
dressed* up.

“1 don't have. to Worry

bridge Kennington
Lang, ’ ;tq ane ‘striking &
pillars; palnted Fbrown, 1s'
typical of a new'trend in
pubs in i working ‘
ateas of,Londo v

the railWay I;sf,:« S5

It's the girls, 1f anything.
4 They really go for him, They

Alan.”

place pay.
‘Nowaday, !Is ‘L

eatly every ni hq
drag: artists -—#em e

had a few birds in my time.
Too bleedin’ true I have.”

| THE ' Royal  Vauxhall

no doubt a lot of men fancy |.
{ him before they realise he is |
a bloke In drag He's very

=% U1 apbout the men—he's. friendly s
with them, but that's all.

follow him everywhere. And ;“
Confirmatlon - ‘eame ..from

Alan.with the comment in ¥
frank Cockney tones: “I've £

f
fl

: personators _‘.put,!

" Tavern {is south of the
Thames. But ‘he fascina-.
i 'tion of ‘drag applies to
both sides of the river.
You couldn't have any-
thing ' more “ Gorblimey ”
than The City Arms in West
Ferry Road in the East End

“In the old days we used
to get a rough Guinness mob
¥ here,” . sald Mrs. . Peggy.
- Ritchle," 39-year-old; wife ,0f '
the tenant, Mr, ~'4‘Robert
Ritchle.  There were’usually
¥ three fights a nlght, . and
i blood eyerywhere. . n
4 “Then I reaﬁlsed ‘tvhﬁ
one night we put on, a'dra
show 1t was trouble-free, #f
‘Now we put a show onzevery §
night — and - a  Junchtinte
special .on . Sundays-— and
the crowdslove it we’ ve‘
trebled -pour . buslness,:g‘. D4
: DRAG, ]t seems.ﬂl,s what, 9\
| working man and th ‘wue.,
want: . ;
. The amof‘f daple s
porters]” ‘who InVegglkateﬁ {
| this rphenomenon .found,
that it was undisputed as @
s top att;qction in clubs t_;he
.North :and- in, Wale ; :

In London, it 1s the publl~
.cans, especially those inbig
Victorihn houses_ \who are
cashing.n. . [ A4

And although drag audl—
ances in puhg are. nredomin-
curloslty value‘ attracts “all
sorts Q } people,

The night Ada Clump
danced around' the beer-
enginés at the Royal Vaux- FE i ;
galllli ‘there were deb-type . == - Ma R

ollles in cuddly coats sers, a full-length silver coat ' itve ‘
drinking' rum and- coke, With red velvet cuffs, match- - « Mgst zgogﬁ!edpeg?oezlmg?:nairo
there were matronly ladles ing sllver gloves and shoes, better dressed than women.” |

sioplng stout, large gentle. & feather boa, glittering A double act that night &
men drinking .pints and Jjewellery, blonde wig, false ' featured “Pussy and Bow.”
one or two groups of “gay” eyelashes and lashlngs of ' Pussy s 22-year-old Alan A
onlookers consumlng a var- make -up. Amsby, who used .to earn |-
fety of drinks, 7 ‘Moving cautlously on to " £30 a week as a wigmaker, &

“Gay” s the way ‘ln "the bar top, which was at ~ Bow is Jeff Claridge, who [
which homosexuals prefer the same level as the stage, could be seen until recently

Isle of Dogs. A

About 200 customers were
Jammed Into the pub when
ex-merchant seaman Keith
Mills appeared wearing a
flgure- hugglng gold brocade
dress. i

The - audlence lncluded-
three members of the execu- '
tive of the National Union
for Insurance Workers- sit-
tlng at reserved tables, and
“People ” reporter,
Our representatlve

‘Behind the
~scenes at a Lon-»
“idon pub.. Pussy'
and Bow (Alan‘ ‘

fOl'-

-

merly ‘a* rorelgn correspon-
%/ dent, stated in his report:

«1f.I had not known that't
it was a man I* ‘'would’ have .
< sworn it was a woman. and
"f a pretty seductive one at

that.” id-i

Anot.her scene, 1n which;
Keith Mills, who disclosed
later. that’ he was engaged |
4 to - be 'married, wore an
orange satin dress split-upk
the right leg, was described
by our representative asv

“unbellevably feminine,”

After noting “the *“ blue ”‘:
Jokes which accompanied the ;
performance, “the one about &
the Eskimo' boy and one &
about the Archbishop o
| Canterbury,” .our ,reporter:
concluded they were equal|
to “anything: I.have heard. |
in Hongkong or Singdpore.” |

CAREFREE:,

Two women  who = were
watching (they stated thelr E*"

fget ¢
nto their undies:
" before_going on
‘stage where |
“part of ‘the per-
(ormance (Ieit)s 7
includes strlp;; 2
p!ng a member_
of ‘the audlenca
— by ‘previous
:Aarrangement.

!9.. £t

N6,

T

to describe! themselyes, . he ‘told ‘a few jokes whilé ' cutting cod. fillets in a} %] husbands were at home [
NG . . 'expertly -slde-stepping the ' Mac Fisheries shop. : # baby-sitting) did not appear
SE w’ glasses and odd elbow,  They decided to go In for

This was.a reaction which
blended into the. pattern
which emerged during .our

“Ada Clump Is the stage' 4. After - ‘singing  “Every- . drag a year ago, after criti-
name of 28-year-old David ' thing’s Coming  Up “Rosy.”:' cising a show. They thought

4 % shocked, however,
|
' Bishop. He used to do a.lot | “What a Rare Mood I'm In” ; they could do better.

7‘.

of bit-parts and backstage and “Bye, Bye Blackbird” , : 25 , survey of The Drag Boom—
work.  Then he ,started. ln< he departed to cries of “ Put ‘FULL'T’ME‘ “! women were prdparzd _to
drag. her down, you don’t know For a time they kept up accept “blue” joken from
- “If T went out there in a  yphere she's been.” their old trades during the drag performers which they

would not have:taken from.

an ordinary male comedian.
Ribald jokes were also

accepted.in a good-natured,

| carefree way. . . :

¢ At - the Loughborough

dinner jacket to sing -and.  Later he did a strlp. the - day and did drag at night.
to tell a few jokes, I would climax of which came when ¢ Now they are full profes-} .
not get anywhere he sald. he flung off a full-length' sionals. and  even employ | ¥
“In this outfit, I'm halfway 'blue coat with a clumsy Jeff’s flancée, 21l-year-old |
there.” | - " 'flourish to reveal *“Miss Roberta Turfrey, as thelr
The Royal Vauxhall s the ., glump”. clad in a white . dresser, i
first pub David has worked | “ibody stocking and: black ~ When Roberta first ~set
¢ leotard. / eyes on her ‘fiancé she was
“ It's a full-time business - “It could' only happen ln convinced he was a woman,
| ...sewing and knitting  England,” said a 19-year-old . After she realised it was
| during the day, shows at blonde Swedish au pair girl. only an impersonation, she
night,” he explained. ‘Wwho had been taken in by  thought he was a homo-
David shouldered his way. ‘her boy-friend to “see the ' sexual
| through the crowd, 4gnored ;' sights.” ' Now, she says, she knows
one grossly indecent sug- - It’s. great entertainment vbeﬁter.
gestion -and mounted the ., different,” commented . I can vouch tor t.he fac’t'
mini-stage, ©  George Crawley.’ a 6l-year-- he’s not that way at all” ¢
e wore bell- bott,om trou- old-car park attendant who she sald.

| female impersonator ﬂshed
1inside 'his low-cut, “ankle- ¢
~f length " dress, extracted  his
false -, breasts, . two ; tennis,
! balls, and threw them: 1o a E
customer the irea,rest bt
table, “k t

He ‘then asked 1 1t t‘*oy
ishould be thrown back u one
at a tlme love

dockland area known as the -

“Y Hotel,” South 'London, -a &

7 00 i o e Dot e ot i o T U . o { b




u e opened thn

lhjxe of his dress, leaned

forward, let the tennis balls

& fall. neatly' into place, and
carried :on with his act,

g ‘a‘rt1§‘t' in “this

irtic ‘. 'case' 'was 0
‘Alvis, 38-year-old’ partnexl}'. llyl

a double act he puts o.. with f

Y Danny O'Dell, aged 3.,

§  Danny and Roy are’ fol- f

lowed by drag fans,from pub

tor pub, and collect around
£15 for a 'show, depending [

'. on the size of the house.

_Both sald ‘they had ‘plenty

2 of girl-friends,

# Hotel ‘when ' «mng -

It was' thelr 'ﬂrst.’- anpearsl 3

ance- at. the Loughborough
) Pecople
reporters saw them, and they §

§ made quite a hit, .

' Mr. Michael O'Byrne, th
landlord, 'said ' that. £4,000

5

4 had been spent on decora=-

ting the pub’s 'big lounge.
“I'saw Roy and Danny

perform at - another - pub

‘recently, ‘and -there was a
crowd: of about. €20 pcople
watching., = If they d.aw an
audience of that s' » here,
I, will be showing a profit in

. no time,"” he added. |

' ‘Mr. O'Byrne agreed that ¥

one or two men In the audi-

-ence might possibly be of a. |
'suspect nature but that he

had 'seen' no Indieations of
any misbehaviour as, indeed,

7 was the case In all the pubs

i

!

i\

" covered in our survey.

Pubs * are not the. only
places where Danny O'Dell
‘,a,nd Roy Alvis do their act.

“They ‘sald that they had [

also. spent three .tours of_a.
month’ entertaining Ameri=
can troops in Germany, with
‘ell expenses pald. ~ _
ONLY  a - bus.ride from ¥
~the Loughborough ' Hotel £
is the Union Tavern in
Camberwell New Road.
‘There - Lee Sutton, aged
46, put'on an' act in. which
he portrayed ‘a
‘her 'thirties, '«

A crowd  of ' about 500

. people clapped and-cheered

as he cracked ong joke after

‘ahother and admonished the &

i " dozen young men sitting. at

i pub,  trying to  interrupt f

a table in the centre of. the

“him, with the words;
© Wil the .queer, mixed-

41 up bunch in the centre keep

Wauiet? " v by

2 The -audlence was com-

posed malnly of respectable

smarried 'and courting
..couples ‘and obvlously. en-
Joyed themselves.

~ PERFUME

" Lee. Sutton started his
professional career only last
January. ‘

Until then he was a clerk-

in a theatrical booking office
although he had been -an
amateur female Imperson-

ator in the R.AF. during the "

war.

i1l now,” he sald,

Since last January, when §
the Great Drag Boom. got |

under way, he has bought
some 130 ‘female costumes

1. imiltation  jewellery, wigs,

shoes, stockings, brassieres
and false bosoms, not to
mentlon eye lashes, perfume,
powder and lipstick. :

Qutside his show, he sald,

he had more girl-friends:

‘than he could cope with,

Several of the people who |
attended ,the show insisted }

" %1 nhave shown no profit |

AL A

that Lee Sutton was a great
artist, -
‘Mr..Charlle King and his
wife, Dorls, who visit the
i Tavern three times a week,
4 Wednesdays, Thursdays and .

! “”gt S#idays, when Lee Sutton
e 3

performs, -said :that on Sun-
days people queued up out-
side the Tavern at 5 p.m.
although < the performance
does not start till 9 p.m.
~The Unlon Tavern’'s owner,
Jim Hayes, said he had never
had it so good since he
started :drag shows.
*The pub which looks like
the lounge bar of the Queen
Mary in both size and shape,
{ s at present being redecor-
ated from top to bottom at
a. cost of several hundred
| pounds, i ‘
{ . The four-man band.is good

and the barmaids are pretty

and’ good-tempered,
~¥ What more can one ex-

W

pect for the price of a pint
of . bitter?” remarked the
pub’s manager, Mr, Bill Gill,
' However, there are.a few
people who go to the Tavern
who refuse to watch Lee’s
show, free though it ' may
be. i
* Two coloured men from
Barbados who drank alone [
sald of the show: “There is" &
no future in 1it, man. We
know that the performer is
. a man dressed like a ' woman,
so our imagination cannot
imagine.” 4
His friend added: *“No
future in it at all,”

NEXT WEEK: The
psychology of the
drag man through
. the eyes of a med-~
ical expert. \
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