





To many people in Atlanta,
RuPaul Charles is somewhat
legendary. For those who may
not have been in AHlanta in the
80s, RuPaul was described by
local radio station Album 88
as the "Master of Self Promo-
tion." When the straight press
took notice and Atlante Maga-
zine posed the question: "Is
RuPaul for Real?" it became
obvious that, yes, he was, and
d successful career as a very

__ unusual performer was des-
_tinedtobeborn.

After appearing in several
cult movies here, {"Mahogany
1" and more notably "Star-

_booty") the six foot seven vo-
calist, actor, and fashion an-
drogine left Atlanta to seek

_ fame and fortune in New
York. RuPaul came back for o
visit recently, and took the time
io share some of his thoughts,
feelings, and plans for the
tuture. '

ETC: Where are you from
originally? | know tzm’af you
lived in Atlanta for some fime,
efore you moved to NY.,
RuPaul: Actually, | moved
here in 1976. | was like 14
K‘eqrs old, and  went o
Northside High School. One
of my classmates was Jasmine
from "A Different
World," she was in that same
_class; isn't that wild?
I'm aduu"( from San Die-
but | felt fike I really be-
sself when 1 started
Atlanta. |Helt like |
s born again really, | mean
n Diego was like this, oh |
- don't know, | felt like | was in
is coma or something until |
came here.
ETC: So you actually spent
some prefly formafive years

ere.

RuPaul: Right, | feel like |
came out, as it were, | mean |
never reclly had to come out
of a closet because I've never
been in one. I've always been
a pretty flamboyant personali-
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ty. | feel like as & human be-
ing | became more of the me
that | am now, '

conducive fo eccentric person-
alifies. You're able to breathe
and ex
L ly, 1 bel

or maybe it's the religion an

there's a definite difference

' Now Explosion was on that

The South has always been-

rress yourself arfistical-
ieve, moreso than in
republican conservative belts,

the fact that it's Ba

tist and
not Catholic, | donE:

know,

ere.
ETC: How long have you

een performing? | saw a
tape on Cable Channel 12
called "Dog People." You had
big blonde hair and you were
performing with o ban
called Wee Wee Pole.

RuPawk: Yech it was '83. |

was living here in Alanta
with my brother-in-law an
my sister and | had enrolled
in Northside School of The
Performing Arts. | always
wanted to become a perform-
er, but for the first five years |
was here | worked for my
brother-in-law's car business.
I would travel all over the
country selling and buying
cars, and one day | was
watching "The American Mu-
sic Show" on Public Access
{Cable Channel 12}, and The

show. James Bond {Julion
Bond's brother) and Dick
Richards, who is, you know,
FunTone Records, were on
there too.

So anyway, | wrote in and
met everybody and became
part of the show, and they
were my eniry way info the
Atlanta Club Scene because
they were performing around
town. So, | put to?et er this
band myself and T began
opening for them and ap-

earing as a special guest.
group wos called RuPaul
& The U-Hauls which loter be-
came Wee Wee Pole. In fact
one of the U-Hauls was at
Velvet when | performed there
recently. She has o seven
month old baby now!
But eventually Wee Wee

Pole broke up, and | started
doing solo sivff, recording,
doing little cult films. And, at
the same fime performing in
New York. Actually | did
move to NYC in '84, but |
came back here in '85 to do
"The Rocky Horror Picture
Show" ot this theatre. That
waos a big success and that
ed to my record. It was really
a great fime.

1 eft shortly after that, in
November o{ 1987. Me, Lar-
ry Tee, and LaHoma packed
up everything in the Now Ex-
g‘losion Van and drove to

ew York. On the way up
there the van had a blow out
and it spewed all of LaHo-
ma's stuff out onto 1-85,

ETC: How far up the coast
were you when that
hogpened?

uPaul: | think it was An-
derson, 5.C. It was incredible.
It was like our entry into the
"belly of the beast," s it
were. We didn't get hurt or
anything, it just really shook
us up, you know, and it's like
nothing's ever been the same
since. It wos the beginning of
all our new adventures! It's
really funny how things like
that happen. -~

ETC: What made you de-
cide to move to NY2

RuPaul: Well, being hu-
man, | guess you just want
more and more. Midtown
started gefting real conserva-
tive, you know? | mean the
started tearing down afforda-
ble housing for us bohemians
and building all these high
rise buildings. | guess it was
just the next natural thin% In
tacf, 1 think every artist, it he
has big ambitions will go fo
the "big city,” if he wants to
sell his wares.

It's great here, though. I
like Atlanta a lot, | Fee?more
like o resident of this planet
now, instead of @ resident of
one state, you know what |
mean? Recently Larry Tee, La-
Homa, and | went fo Haly. it
didn't seem that foreign to
me. It's so far away, and | ex-
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