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RuPaul Charles (Starr Booty}, former star of Atlanta's 
club scene, is now Queen of Manhattan. David A: 
Moore asked him on life then and now and reports on 
page 24. 
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To many people in Atlanta, 
RuPaul Charles is somewhat 
legendary. For those who may 
not have been in Atlanta in the 
80s, RuPaul was described by 
local radio station Album 88 
as the "Master of Self Promo­
tion." When the straight press 
took notice and Atlanta Maga­
zine posed the question: "Is 
RuPaul for Real?" it became 
obvious that, yes, he was, and 
a successful career as a very 
unusual performer was des· 
tined to be born. 

After appearing in several 
cult movies here, ("Mahogany 
II" and more notably "Star­
booty' 1) the six foot seven vo-
e a list, actor, and fashion an­
drogine left Atlanta to seek 
fome and fortune in New 
York. RuPaul came back for a 
v1,it recently, and took the time 
to ~hare some of his thoughts, 
feelings, and plans for the 
future. 

• ~-Heel like a,e.hoJ~E P9~JltikJ[9;;,f~~J;~;~ 
in9J became more ofthe.n;,, d9i.p9,.sc>lostyff r:~or<lji:n91, ···• 
that I om now. > • < .cloinglittle!i~~,t;f!1m~. An,~;,qt' 

TheS9uth hasqlwqys:i~,e·~, 'tn .•.. • ..... ·.·.e .•. ·.• •. s .. ·•·.·.··.·.·.a .•. • .•. •.• .•. • •. • .•. m .•.... ·.·.·.e ..•. · •.. ·.·.•.·.·.··' ti, ••.• m .•. ·.·.·.·.·.·.'-, .•. ·.·.·.•.·.·.'.·...... .·.·.·.· .. ···or• •. ·•.m .•. · •. •.•.• •.•..•. •.••. ···i·n·g··.•.·.·.· ....... 9 ... · .. · .. :, i·· .. ·.•".·.•.··.,.· .... . conclucive to ec:centri7 p~rs<:m·.. New York., -"c y I did < ' 
alities. You're able to breathe moveto1 N¥Cl 184/botl 
and express yourself artistic.al-came bdckhere in '85 to do 
ly, I believe, moreso than in ''The Rocky 'Horror•Picture 
republican conservative belts, Show11 at this theatre. That 
or maybe it's the religion and 'ros a big succes~ a~~ that 
the fad that it's Boetist and led to my rec~rd, It was really 
not Catholic. I don t know, •• o great time. 

there's a definite difference rl·e····•·ft.s ..• ho .• rt .•.. ••• .. ly·a.· ft·e······· ••... r·fh.·.·•dt .•.. ,·.·.·.··•··.·in here. November of 1987. Me; b:w 
ETC: How long have you • ry Tee, and hoHoma poekt:k:I 

been performing? I sow a up e.verythin9 in th!NowEx-
tope on Coble Channell 2 plos1onVonand d.rove to 
called· "D?e People. II ·You hod New Y()rk.J.Dn. the way l/P 
big blonde hair and' you were there the van hod a blow out 
p·erforming with a band and ft spewed all ofla,Hc,-
cdlled Wee Wee Pole. ma's stuff out onto 1-85. 

RoPaul: Yeah ilwas 183. I ETC:Howfarupthec:oost 
was living here inAtl.anta wereyovwhen that 
with my brother-in-low and happenrd? . , .·. <i , 
my sister andl hod enrolled R~t>aul: I think itwps, An-
in Northside School of The der~on, S,.C. It \\'Qs incredib!~• 
Performing Arts. I always ltwqs Hk.e our entry-into the : 
wanted to becQtne a perforrn- "belly of thr b~O$f ," .. as i.t 
~r, but for \he first fi~!Y~rsJ -..Y.ere. ·'tf:,e, 9idn'tget pu~Qt ·,, .. , 

: )voshere I wor~~.for,Fn)?. . •a~~hi119,iHustregll1~hqok 
brother-in-law's.cor.b1.1sihess. us up,yoy kf)o-..y, a.~c!.it'.sBk~. 

ac: Where are you from •• I would travel oll over the nothing's ever·heen the·same 
qrigi6ally?J. k9ow thatyou . , country selling arid buying since: It W~J the 9e9inning of 
Ji~eqJn Atlpnta for some time1 cars, and onedarl'Na~. all our nevradventures! It's 

, • ~~ t;J~ri~:rrt,.~~~ed :h~~~, 1111:~Ptbliathct~(J- r~::!1
t!~~:.h,~wfni9s,~ •. like 

here in l 976.J was like 14 (Cable Channel 12), and The EJC: Wbpt mode .you de-
" years old, ~me! I went to Now Explosion was on that cide to move. to NY? 

Noryhsi~e ~igh School .. One •show. James Bond (Julian • RuPaul:Well, being hG-
9f rn~,dassrnates,was JasmiOe Bond's brother) and Dick man, I guess you .iust want 
Ol7•fr()r'rl 11A Different Richards, who is, you know, more and more. Midtown 
·~orld;'J sb, was in that sorne Fun Tone Records, were on stort,d gettina. regl con~erv~i-
cle1s,, i~.?'t.tha..t~ldt...... • there too. tive, you.know?lmean they 

Umt;(:19"allv fi-~rn~n Die- So an~OY., I wrote i11 and started tearing down 9fforda-
tlf#lt{ik~J rc,allybe-- met everybocly and become ble housin9for usbohe.mians 
ys•lf when I. started part of the show, and they or,dbuilding all these high 
;:..)Xttan.ta. tfelt. like I were my entl)' we1yinto !"~. rj~e huil?iryas. l g~e~s it)vps 
;~p;e1gain real~, I mean Atlanta Club Scene because ius·t· t. he ne·····.><t. notu .• rol. th1.·.n. g. In 
, owas like thls, oh J they were performing ar<.>und h:i~f, I think every artist, if he 

..•.. ·•< ow~ I felt lik.e l was in town. So, I put together this has big ambition~;wiJI go to 
. thigC~.~a or something until I band myselt and I began the "bis.city," Jfh~wants to 
c:pmfhere. Opening for tbem and ap- seU his wares. 

so!c~!i¥~r~~~~~~:~~;t i~~~9u:s:atc~\~
9
R':P~ul lik!'lWLlf~•~er;t··•~\:r~~;~ 

here. & Tne U-Hauls. which later be- like o resident of this plonet 
RvPoul: Riijht, I feel like I. came Wee Wee Pole. In fact now, instead of a resident of 

cam~ ou.t, os 1t were'. f mean I one of the U-Hauls.was at ohe state, youknowwhat I 
never r~Uyhad to come out yelvetwhenf performed there mean? Recently Larry Tee, la-
cf o closet bE:!cause I've never recently. She nos a seven Horna1 and I 'f!ent to Italy. It 
been in one. I've alway$ been month old baby nowl didn't seem tholforeign to 
q pr~t1yHamboyontpersonali0 But eventually Wee Wee me. It's soJor away, and I 
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pected it to be so different, 
but it wasn't. I ·- k the·\Vorld ,,, 
hcis bec~rp~ s a global _ , 
.village.-·., • -

ET(:: Do you con~ider your: 
selHo be a·,very spiritual·'· , > 
person? 

RuPaul:_ Oh yes! I think 
everybody is extremely SP.iri­
tual, q lot of people just cfon't 
rec~nize it. I went pack'and 
forth between coosts back in 
188, you know, just kind of 
looking fQr myself trying to 
find where I came.from. 
While I was on the west coast 
I got to see those Joseph 
Campbell tapes, "The Power 
of Myth11 on PBS._ It was in­
credible. He studied myths 
and the plight of mankind 
through centuries.,! learned a 
lot from that,9ng from Shirley, 
Mclaine books. She's great 
too. In fact, I'm writing a 
-book-of my own right now, 
called 11ldve Your Funky Self.11 

It'll be out soon. , 
ETC: So we k11ow a lot 

about where RuPaul has been 
since he left Atlanta. Where is 
he going now? 

RuPaul: I've got a new sin­
gle out~ it's just come out~ 
called "l've;Got That Feeling" 
and ifs Of\ Cardiac Recorqs, • • 
a sul:>sidiary of Virgin ... • ·­
Recsr~s. Aaditic,no.lly I Dee­
Lite ·,s produsing ci_ couple of-i;, 
singles for rpe or(the n~w al- , 
bum_. Ws·really )¥ild to:he.ron 
a 1d.bel th-q.t'.s so qt:cessible! _:;; 
I've c:dy,ays beenonfvnTone, 
befor~~ and it'sarrin~epen- : 
dent lcibet ~o it's not bci,~ked 
~y :$9~~.:h~.g~ ~9nfJlon;i_er?tei,, 
l1k1 ~.But anyway, Lm 

e. doi _ _y~I tq:i 
· · · p9~Si ., .• La- {' 

Horni;J. l'd\~allili e to get _ , • 
~C,~. into dofog _th'9se cuhi~h-<'1 

• , i·e·s we used. to do h¢re;' . , , 
were SQ much fun!:.,.. . . :i 

rid,1M· e to be ba:ckinc::;, 
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