
11 Can You Spare A Dime for 
a Dying Queen?'' 

celebration of her life. 
Margaret Hill, liason 
to the Lesbian and 
Gay Community, de- liii•••-------------

A memorial tribute was held for Marsha 
(Malcolm Michaels, Jr.) "P." Johnson on 
Sunday, July 26th. It was a moving gather­
ing to say farewell to a beloved and colorful 
fixture in the West Village's gay commu­
nity: A testament to a caring, courageou; 
and flamboyant person, and to the origins of 
the Gay Liberation Movement, in which she 
was an integral force. 

Obituaries have appeared in "The New 
York Native", "The Villager," "The 
Hoboken Reporter," (where Marsha resided 
with Randy Wicker for the last several years) 
and even the New York Times. Her memo­
rial was not an occassion for tears, but a 

1 i vered a message 
from Mayor Dinkins. 
MembersofMarsha's 
family, fellow 
Stonewallers and long 
time friends, shared 
their memories with 
the hundreds of 
friends who filled the 
church. Marsha's 
death saudens us all. 
She will indeed be 

missed along Christopher St. 
Throughout the 70s and 80s, and until 

her untimely death, Marsha was a friend to 
countless numbers of young people who 
make their way to the West Village and 
often try to make their lives and livings on its 
streets. Her panhandling on the streets (al­
ways in full drag), saying "Can you spare a 
dime for a dying queen?", was more often 
than not because she had just given her last 
quarter to some kid who needed help. She 
shared her.knowledge of the streets and its 
potential dangers, and always acted as friend 
and advisor. She claimed not to be political, 
but her "in your face" attitude, huge smile, 
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unflagging good humor and courage in liv­
ing her life as she saw fit was a source of 
strength and courage to countless young 
people over the past 20 years. 

After the church service, a many of the 
group proceeded to the waterfront at West 
and Christopher Sts., where her life ended, 
and Marsha's ashes were committed to the 
Hudson River. A people's memorial of 
flowers, candles and incest has been main­
tained there since shortly after her body was 
discovered. Afterwards, a street fair and 
entertainment honoring Marsha was planned 
outside the Stonewall (once again a bar on 
Christopher St.), but due to the rain, The 
Duplex was kind enough to invite everyone 
inside to their paino bar and to offer half­
priced drinks. Marsha's spirit filled the 
community that day with pride, love. 

The life and times of Marsha P. (Pay it no 
mind!) Johnson are a chronicle of the struggle 
for gay rights and the mettle of the human 
spirit. Though we will no longer see Marsha 
working her way up and down Christopher 
St., her memory and spirit will live on in the 
hearts of many and in the recorded history of 
the gay rights movement. 0 
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NEW YORK - Marsha P. Johnson (born 
Malcolm Michaels Jr.) was found floating 
in the Hudson River at Christopher Street 
on July 6. Johnson apparently drowned 
three or lour days earlier. Foul play has 
not been ruled out. 

Marsha Johnson fought at the 1969 
Stonewall Rebellion that ignited the mod­
ern Lesbian and Gay liberation move­
ment. She and Sylvia Rivera founded 
Street Transvestites Action Revolu­
tionaries. The banners of STAR and 
Queens Liberation Front were prominent 
in early Gay rights protests. 

Leaflets posted around the East and 
West Village following her death describe 
Johnson as an "internationally acclaimed 
entertainer with the Hot Peaches Review, 
Andy Warhol model, Anvil icon and a 
legendary prostitute on Christopher 
Street and the West Side Hii;!hway" and 
"a much beloved fixture in the Village for 
many years:· 

That she was. Those who know how 
hard Johnson struggled to survive will 
remember her for the dignity with which 
she carried herself. 

The leaflets, issued by the New York 
City Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence Pro­
ject, call for information about Johnson's 
death. • 

Juan Mendez of the Anti-Violence pro­
ject told Workers World: "Our history and 
our experience tells us that the New York 
Police Department is not necessarily the 
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most efficient at investigating deaths in 
the Gay community. We've learned to go 
to our community, to go to the streets. 
We've learned to take care of our own. 
That's why so many people are so in­
volved in this investigation to find out 
what ha!Jpened to Marsha:· 

Anyone with information about John­
son's death is urged to call the Anti­
Violence Project at 212-807-0197, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. All calls 
will be completely confidential. " 
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Memorial for Marsha 

""f"here will be a memorial for Malcolm Mi-
l chaels, a/k/a MaJSba Johnson, oo Sinatra 

Drive tonight, Aug. 23. Michaels' former house­
mate, Randy Wicker, said MaJSha's ashes will be 
scattered in the Hudson River around 7 p.m. after 
a brief ceremony led by Father Bob Qiabak of 
Sts. Peter and Paul Church. 

MaJSha, a longtime Hoboken resident and prom­
inent member of the New Yori gay community, 
was found floating in the Hudson River on July 6. 
-AHN 




