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1997 Annual International Two-Spirit Gathering

by Wesley Thomas, Ph.C. (Navajo)

The night was quict as we wound through a maze
of sreet lights toward the site where the annual
Two-Spirit Gathering was being held north of
Minneapolis. Too Quicc. T was raveling with
Chrystos (Menominee) and Brese Basset from
Seattl; the quictness made us nervous and we
made a lot of noise asking one another loudly
whether we were lost. We spent close to an hour
exploring abandoned campsites before we reached
the right place.

As we approached another well it sie, we sawa
shadowy figure moving around in the parking
lot. As we approached, we saw that it was Beverly
Lictle Thunder (Standing Rock Lakota), unloading
belongings from her truck. As soon as she
recognized us, we all screamed, laughed, and
giggled, meeting onc another again after a year.

Two-Spirit people from across the country and
from some of the Canadian provinces would be
here. At the Gathering, old friends meet again
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We have kept in contact over intervening time
by letter and telephone, email and grapevine —
butsecing one another in person is always better
For some, it is 2 place to meet and make new
friends who then become old friends and family.
For others, it s a place where Native people
reaffiem their identities as Two-Spirit, or come
0 define themselves as such. Al these relations
clarify one’s idencity.

Most importandly, though, the Gathering is &
joyous occasion. Itis always ke recuming home.
Embraces are readily offered and given. Past joys
are re-celebrated with loved ones, and sadnesses
shared with teas, It s  time to come together o
easc our pains and learn to accommodate our

This year's Gathering was as it had been in
previous years. Mornings consisted of meetings

s or groups, over breakfast, in the dining
hall. People traded gossip, stories, and regional

Autumn Moons

Ha Kola! A Tulking Leaf revens with a belated Fallissue and a new quarterly publication schedule

and only four pages in length. We are requesting more Two-Spiric

coming out scorics and who

knows? Maybe you'll help a Native Brother or Sister to come out and enjoy the Two-Spiric circle of

The primary actvity for Queer Oyate this season will be a Native American Plains Style Arts and

Crafis Circle. Learn b

asic beadwork techniques (loom, lazy sitch and peyote stitch) for decoration

and jewelry, as well as basic leather craft for making traditional dlothing. Also included will be an

upcoming date o make your own hand drum.
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wide addi for themselves. (Sory!

Join Queer Oyate on 2nd and 3rd Wednesdays, 6:30-9:30pm. November meetings will be held at

the POCAAN Conference Room,

December meetings will be at our home in Lake City. We'll drum

and sing and do Arts and Crafts and even hav pizzal See page 3 for further details.

Mitakuye Oyasin, Greg and Helen Redfoe
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Wesley's book. See page 4 for upcoming cvens.
news. Some wandered in with leepy eyes, others
wide awake and bejeweled from head o toc in
beadwork or turquoise, like drag queens taking
the stage with a distinclly Native character and

flair

Each day smal alking circls emerged to discuss
various topics. We explored issues on HIV+
status, women's and men's issues, offered or took
instruction in Beadwork 101, and 5o forth

went canocing, kayaking, or took long
leisurely walks along the large lake

Friday night was designated Talent Night Anyone
could stage  production. Seattle’s own Princess
Bubbles AKA Jay Johnson (Shaunce) made her
debutas a New Age Two-Spirit shaman, making
offerings to wannabes and giving insruction on
how to find oneself. “It helps t go shopping to
find onc’sinner peace,” she caimed. Others told
personal stories and tribal legends or recited
poetry during the nigh, along with skis such as
“How to Learn to Play the Trumpes”
continued on page 4




& Tolktg Leof
Sty

the Two-Spiric Native American
Coalition of POCAAN

We welcome comments and submissions,
especially via email orin Mac Word on a
floppy disk. All submissions will become the
property of Queer Oyate and will be edited
for content, grammar and readability:

MIiSSION STATEMENT

Queer Oyate is & support group for
taylledbianlbisexualiransgender
Native Americans that provides commionity
building leadership skll building, and heskth
educstion and awarenes around mw,um

through resources
social and. y’mlu/«mrmu

Queer Opate's mision i o cxtablish a positive
Native identity and  paitioe sexual identity by
acknowledging Native pirisualisy as a focus for
healing the phyical. emotianal and mental
needs ef our rwo-spiri communisy throughout
Turle Idand.

QuEER OYATE COUNCIL
Facilitator/Project Director
A Talking Leaf Editor
Helen Night Raven

Financial Accountant
Neal Graves

Organiztons and individals may request five of more
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A few weeks ago, Greg Redfox lei 2 message on
my machine asking me if Id be willing (o write
an article for this issuc sbout coming out and
being Native. Siting down o stat the task, it
suddenly hit me.... [ had come out as a lesbian
almost 22 years ago, but have only come out asa
Native American within the past en months. Let
me tell you how this came abou. T grew up in a
family that was ashamed of their color, of the
)lmngmdlgmmu blood hat came rom Mexico

the never diety house, and she'd say T didt have
0 put make up on like all my friends, o date
didn'e want to and besides, it would probably be
better if ] just grew up and found 2 really good

with, just like my cousin Dorothy
that house with that really good
friend of hers and they'e living their lives just
fine. Shed take a pull off her glowing cigarere
and smash it out on the cement sicp. Then shed
say “Lets go in and sec if your @$9%¢ Aun is
finished licking the walls yer.”

Tewas

erercaadin e ditiibic b 1 ,,“w up their

cuesearly on. Somehow we didn' deserve to sk My atraction to girs cme exly and one cruh

for  good lfe; was “work hand followed anothe. ke
s Miss Poder, the only 75

" Funny thing i that they weren' particularly 3t my clementary school. The older I got, the

religious. Tt was juse an okd ape theyd played in

‘more 1 knew 1 didnt belong to this family who

they needed to exphain life. 1 never quite fit in
with these people. They were good hearted people
and did their best, and afier all these years they
still can' igure out where | went wrong,

In our house lived an clder. Not a Native
American clder, but the matriarch of our family.
She was my grandmother and my bes friend. 1
was also her favorite and she let cveryonc know
it. W slepe wogether for the first 11 years of my
life. When 1 eas litl, we squeczed

bed, cuddling and selling stories As 1 grew, 0
did the size of our bed, strong with the love and
bond between us. My Grandmother was a tough
old cuss, and she could do more of it than most
men I know. She didn' say the *
everything el got plenty of airtime. Sheldsit in
the cornerin her rocking chair smoking s Camel
with thefilter “chose dirty

word, but

had raised me. pe
1 was one of the firs cousins in our large family
 cven finish high school, 1 eft Pucblo for the
University of Colorado at Boulder in the all of
1975. My Grandmother was the only one who
noticed. Iwas finally 100 miles away and I could
act and be exactly who I was:a lesbian of color
unconsciously tying her damnedest t be whitc.
My close frends and partners were not people of
color. | was 40 years old before | realized that I
was carrying internalized racism for my own
people and others of color Forthe next twoyears,
1 was conscious of this but wasn'e sure how o
deal with it. I started to mectand become friends
with women of color but my big jolt came via
my friendship with a Native man serving 2 lifc
sentence for murder. Througha prison awareness
class that | ook, T met this Brother who came to
me with a request that | become the sponsor for

bastards” down at City Hall in the White House
in the Vatican, as well as her won offspring if the
case warranted it. Damn loved that woman! She
put the fear of God in everyone but me. Her
visiting 60 year old son would assuage her with
“Oh Mom, you don't mean it," hoping to bring
the conversaion back before it got lost in her
tirade. “Like Hell I don't” she'd shoot back.
ending that and having the last word as usul.

security prison,

Since 1 have long been comforable with my
sexuality,at my first mecting with the Brothers |
came out 2 a lesbian and # a Native with liv
Knowledge of my culture. T offered them my open
heart and a willing spiri o learn from them what
they could share with me. They have welcomed
me into the Circle and here I feel at home.

Chris Anne Galvez
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My Grandmother was the only person in my
fami Iwante

iy
t0 be. Weld be sitting together out on the back
porch while my Aunt was in high gear cleaning

Pl thareyonr o] T tharing aur staries.owr
community is strengthened as we offer
encouragement to all who listen. -HNR
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QueeP Oqa e Cmﬂ Circle

Plains Traditional Arts & Crafts: Beadwork, Leatherwork, Jewelry, Drum making, Painting
All Sill Levels Welcome - Novice to Advanced - Learn and Share Skills
Basic Tools and Supplies Available for use at each session. Refreshments provided.

Second and Third Wednesdays of each month starting November 12th, 6:30-9:30pm.
November 12 819 at the POCAAN Conference Room, Seattle.
December 10 & 17 at. Seattle.
(206) 241

Sponsored by Queer Oyate, POCAAN and Broadway Cares




GATHERING - continued from page |

Sacurday night was Pow Wow night. We had all
looked forward to ths during the preceding year
Tt started with the women's drumbeats. Dancers
stepped outin rhythm with the drums and bell,
Some Two-Spiric people danced the night away
— men and women with shaw fringes snapping
and feet keeping time. Several men wore
raditional women's oudits from their respective
wribes

As Sunday was the last day, it was marked by a
traditional giveaway. At Sunday's end we departed
with embraces and promises o keep in touch. °I
will see you next year!” echoed throughout the
People. Some wept as we scparated from onc
another. A light wind ruffled che leaves of the
ncarby forest, and Two-Spirited people drified out
and away from the Gathering site, back t their
own worlds.

At home now in Seatde, thejokes, the laughter,
and the storics live on as T remember the time.
celebrated at the Tenth Annual Iternational Two.
Spirit Gatheringin Onamia, MN. Tlook forward
0 nextyear’s Wi Manitobs

Akigle Tiwahe

Slim Buttes, SD Gift Drive Offers Winter Assistance to Lakotas
as reported in Native Connection Newsletter, Vol IT, No. 9, Nou. 1997

Queer Oyate will sponsor  gift for an Elder
from the Slim Buttes, SD community on the
Pine Ridge Rescrvation through a cooperative
effort of members from the Slim Buttes Native
communicy. Will & Leena Peters (Lakota) are
helping create 2 connection to the Northwest
people with the help of Heidi Bohan Benner.

Heidi and the Slim Buttes community are
askingindividuals, families and groups to foster
a child, family or elder and begin a relaionship
between the Slim Buttes residents and Seattle
residents. Thisis 2 long term project o continue
through the Spring and Summer scasons,

bringing material and monetary donations to
coples on the Pinc Ridge
Reservation. Heidi Bohan Bennett has a list of
dontions and/or help needed such as help with

our Native

Canada.

Seattle, WA 98112

UPCOMING TWO-SPIRIT EVENT
Tivo-Spirit People: Native American Gender
Identity, Sexuality, and Spirituality

td by SueElen Jacobs, Weley Thamas, Sabine
Lang

There will be a reading and signing at Kane
Hall. Uof W campus, on Thursday, December
4th 7pm. Sue-Ellen Jacobs and Wesley Thomas
Navajo) will be joined by contributors:
Michacl Red Earth (Siseton Dakota), Jason
Cromwell, Beverly Little Thunder (Standing
Rock Lakota), Doyle Robertson (Sisseton/
Wakpeton Dakota) and Terry Tafoya (Taos/
Warr Springs).

The book is published by the University of

Illinois Press $21.95. For more information,

packaging and shipping, cash donations,
2 and mailings.

© Make a cah donation

Queer Oyate members can call Greg at
POCAAN 206 M <241 or Heidi

Bohan Bennece 425 RN or deails
T would like t help in the following ways:

© Foster a child for Christmas (es. cost $35-
135). Create a gift package including
clothing, bedding, and school supplics.

© Gift for an Elder (525-35). Give warm
clothing, blankets, special food items.
Christmas Dinner for Family (525-35).
Checks or cash

© Donae blankets and winter clothes (new or

used, especially for the kids).
Help with packaging and shipping.

Help in another way.

call Wesley Thomas: W: 206/

Address Correction Requested.






