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During the past 50 years, 
womens health status has 
improved a great deal. 
However, cancer continues lo be 
a s.ignificant health threat. Breast 
cancer is the most common can• 
cer among women. It is estimat• 
ed that one in nine women will 
develop breast cancer at some 
time during their lives. The pri­
mary risk factor for breast can­
cer .is increasing age. Additional 
ris.k factors include family histo­
ry, prior hlstory of benign breast 
tumors or a previous diagnosis 
of breast cancer, reproductive 
history (e.g,, older age at time of 
first child), post.menopausal 
estrogen replacement, and 
dietary factors. 

Despite the 'high rate of breast 
cancer, 93 percent of women 
whose cancers are diagnosed at 
an early stage survive their ill­
ness. While breast cancer sur­
vival rates are improving for 
most patients, poor, non-white, 
IIIld other underservecl popula­
tions are no.I experiencing these 
positive gains. For example, 
African American women, on 
average, are Jess likely to devel­
op breast cancer than white 
women; yet are more liJcely to 
die from the disease once diag· 
nosed. Studies suggest that the 
major contributor to lower 
breast cancer survival rates in 
African American women is 
cancer stage at time of d.iagno­
sis. Cornpa~d to other women, 
African Aroerici:ins are more 
likely to be diagnosed at a la'ler, 
more advanced, stage of cancer. 

To date, meihods to prevent 
breast cancl!I do not exist. 
However, early detection tech· 
niques are effective in the fight 
against breast cancer; these 
i.n,clude mammography, clinical 
breast examinations, and breast 
self-examinations, Historically, 
African American and other 
women of color hav1t not p~rtio­
pated in cancer early detection 
programs. Barriers to cancer 
screening-have included lack of 

knowledge about cancer sqeen­
ing, emotional issues such as 
fear or embarrassment, percep• 
tion of low risk, lack of access to 
healthcare services, misinforma­
tion, and the reduced likelihood 
of being r~ferred for scr~nmg 
by medical providers. 

Despite .these barriers to early 
detection, some u11portant 
strides are being made. In the 
last decade, mammography 
rates for white women increased 
from 30 percentto 61 perrent; 
for Black women from 24 pe1-
cent to ·64 percent; and for 
Hispanic women, fro.a\ 18 to 52 
percent. An increase in .screen­
ing among low-income 
women- who have been part 
of the focus of recent public 
efforts to increase breast cancer 
screening-:has signilicantly 
contributed to the overa.11 rise in 
mammography rates for African 
American women, . 

Although brast cancer 
screening rates have increased, 
additional efforts are needed to 
improve participation in early 
detection screening by lesbians 
and women of color. ~veral 
area community agencies, 
including the Lesbian 
Community Cancer Program 
(77Y-561-4662), Howard Brown 
Health Center (773-388-1000), 
and the Chicago Women's 
Health Center (773-935-6126), 
provide breast cancer screeJ\ing 
in a sensitive and supportive 
envirnnmenl. Cancer screening 
is an important and proa.ctive • 
step that will improve !he hea.llh 
of our communities. 

Dr. Alicia Matthews fs a11 assis­
tant pro~or at tlie University of 
Chicago. She is currently conduct­
ing a study exploring quality of life 
in lesbians who !uwe either a cur­
rent diagnosis or history of breast 
ta11Cer. For .tiler information call 

lntersex 
Feminism· 

The gray area of gender: 
Gender Identity 

by Lynnell Stephani Long 
With the proof that lntersex 

children are born everyday, and 
most of us that were born in the 
'60s are alive and well, l think it 
would be hard for anyone to say 
who is a man or woman and 
who isn't. 

No one wishes to become a 
victim of ihe medical profession, 
but it is happening beyond our 
control, and that of lhe lntersex 
Society of North America. 
lntersex activists aN wor.king 
bard to educate ihe medical pro­
fession about the needs of 
Intersex children, If a child is 
born hermaphrodite, or with 
ambiguous genitalia, who 
should decide if that child i5 • 
male or female? 

For decades the medical pro­
fession has relied on their own 
judgment as to who are boys 
and who are girls, The dedsi.on 
to assign someone male or 
female lies strictly in how Jar~ 
your clitoris or penii is. There 
are stories 
(<http:/ /www.isna.org/>www. 
isna.org) where girls with 
enlarged clitorises were 
assigned as boys w,til they 
reeched puberty when many of 
ihem started menstruating 

There is a gray area in regards 
to gender, whether you wish to 
accept it or not! Nothing is as 
black and white as it seems. 

There are those among us who 
have a hard time iitting inlo this 
society because there are only 
two boxes, male and female, in 
which to fit. After reading Stone 
Butch Blues, by Leslie Feinberg, I 
am convinced that the struggle 
for gender identity is as old-if 
not older-than the gay move­
ment. In the '50s butch lesbians 
struggled with the fact that 
ihe~ was no room for them in a 
society of feminine women. 
Many of them were 5een as 
women wanting to be men, even 
if thi!y were only expres.c;ing 
their desire lo wear masculine 

clothing, Butch lesbians !\ave 
~lway5 had it hard. If they wear 
men's dothing most of them are 
told that they should transition 
to female-to-male tran.,;exuals, 
even if their desire was not to be 
a man. In the '60s, at the start of 
the women's movement, a lot of 
butch lesbians were out-<as! 
even more so because "real" 
women didn't act like men, 

The point I'm trying to make 
is simple: we live in a society 
that for decades, tor some rea­
son, has decided to tum its back 
on gender outlaW11. While today 
it may be acceptable for butch 
lesbians to wear men's clothing, 
it's still not acceptable for 
Transexuals to express their 
feminine side, or for gay men lo 
wea.r wonm1's clothing and not 
be considered a Transexu.il. 

We still have yet to discuss 
those individuals whose gender, 
not genitalia, is both male and 
female, Bigender! Because we 
live in a strictly ,pale/female 
society tho5e individuab contin· 
ued to be closeted because of 
their gender identity. 

With all Ute technological 
advances in !he medical profes­
sion, we as a society still have 
not evolved enough to accept 
the many facets of gender. What 
are we afraid of? Why are we 
holdmg on lo a portrait of gen­
der that no longer exists? Whal 
will we lose .if we accept !he 
gray area of gender? We will 
lose not:luJ,g, but we wiU gain a 
sense of.freedom, No longer do 
we have to exist within a box 
that' doesn't fit our personality 
or gender identity. Whatever we 
decide our gender to be, even 
just for that day, is OK. We 
could exist in a world where our 
gender can be .1s fluid as wh~t 
clothes we wear, or don't wear. 

The gray area of gender exists. 

Turn to page 32 
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LYNNELL from 23 
U~fortunately many people in the gray area continue to live in 
shame, fe.ar, and uncertainty. F01 if they came out, who will 
understand them? How will their choice for gender be ac,epted 
in a y,rorld where everything is black and white, male and 
female? 

There·s a saying that olct dogs can·t learn new tricks! This isrt't 
a trick; th.is is a matter of life or death. Whether we as African­
Americans choose to accepl the gray area or not it will not disap­
pear. We are bein,g forced to face a new generation of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transexual, lnte..rsex, Bigender,and etc. young 
adults. Their politics, choice for cloUtlng, and gender identity is 
different from what we once believed. Instead of fi.ghting the 
future, .I say we embrace it with open arms. 

You can learn more about gender identity at 
<http:/ /www.ifge.org/>www.ifge.org, 
<http:/ /www.i:sna.org/>www . .isna.org, 
<http:/ /www.gender.org/>www.gender.org or 
<http://www.gendecpac,org/>www.genderpac.org. 
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