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Berkeley Barb, April 15 - 21, 1977 

The 
A Gay In te rvie w---~-----------,,, --,., .. ,.,~--- ------- - .._ _______ -- -~----------~---~...,.__ 

by Eddie Van 

Eddie: Good morning Perry. 
What is your whole name and 
where do you come from? 

Perry: My whole name is H.L. 
Perry. I don't tell -anyone what 
the H.L. stands for. I am a native 
Californian. I was born here, 
actually I was born in Oakland, 
because my mother was there at 
the time, but we lived in San 
Francisco. 

E: When were you first in touch 
with anything ga:y? 

P: W h e Ii I w a s -very, very 
young, about six years . old. I 
think I've been gay all my life. I 
never went through a straight 
period with girls. 

E: When did you first enter the 
Gay Community in San Fran.cis­
co? 
- P: When I was in Lincoln High 
School. I ran into some Gay kids 
from Lowell High School an d 
found out I wasn't the only one. 
That was my first realization 
that there was a Gay Community 
out there even though it w a s 
very small. - • 

E: After you were introduced 
to the Gay Community, how did 
you progress from there? 

P: I really don't know•, because 
in those days there were only 
three gay bars. There wasn't 
that 'llluch gay activity in those 
days, as the poli_ce were ha~as~­
ing people as they are domg m 
other cities now. In those days 
there was no place to congregate, 
especially if you weren't o Id 
enough to get into the thrJ!e gay 
bars they had. 

. E: What were the names of the 
gay bars that were operating at 
that time? 

the Viet Nam war I adopted an 
orphanage in 1Saigon by the _!lame 
of St. Elizabetfi's Orphanage. I 
raised money at Christmas par­
ties every year on my own, 
which I donated to the underpri­
viledged' children, whom I still 
work with, except now at Easter 
,instead of Christmas. 

Anyway, someone came to me 
and asked me to do this auction 
for the National Legal Defense 
Fund, which eventually turned 
out to -be AB 49. AB 49 is the sex 
law changes. Non-discrimination 
against p·e rs on s desiring the 
sexual preference of ones own 
sex, etc. We threw an auction at 
the Missouri Mule which raised 

"$750, which was something that 
had never been done before. 

Then I was asked to do one for 
a motorcycle club which .rais-ed 
about $1000. Those we re the 
first things I did as Perry. At 
that , time I didn't use the H.L. 

Holloiveen al the Hilton 

P: The• original one _was the With ten other people we start-
Camellia Room, owned by J,,upe, ed the Halloween Bus that now 
and I believe the Black Cat. (The appears every Halloween night. 
Black Cat was not really gay, but I called Greyhound an-a told them 
there were a lot of gay people in there would be ten of us, each 
it.) The next one I remember dressed as a woman, and we had 
was Jim Dolans. each chosen a movie star as a. 

E: When did the Gay Commu- theme. I told them we were go­
nity s ta rt to have gay func- ing to take this bus throughout 
tions? the city and appear at different 
• P: .I believe the Tavern Guild bars. I asked them the legalities 

started the first gay function ·that _ involved - - as in those days, if 
I remember. The Beaux Arts . you were dressed as a woman 
Ball. The Black Cat on Hallo: the police co u Id arrest You. 
we~n night became a big thing. Greyhound investigated the legal 
There used to be several gay points and called - me back and 
functions in the past, but I was said we had the bus. . 
too young to remember them. So there was myself, Michelle, 

The Beaux Aris Ball 
They tJada Beaux Arts Ball also, 
but it w a s raided. I was too 
yo~ng to remember what was 
going on or who ran it or any­
thing.· I do remember no, one • 
wanted to do it anymore because 
the police would raid them. 

E: How did the .T~vern Guild 
·get started? r 

P: The Tavern Guild got start­
ed by a bunch of bartenders as a 
social-' club. They elected offi­
cers and got st~rted that way. 1t 
was not originally started by the 
bar owners. It then evolved into 
the big organization ·that it is to­
day. 

E: When did you first become 
interested, in your particular 
area in giving public gay func-
tion;? . ' 

P: Well, someone. came to me 
and asked me to do a benefit 
auction. First of all, I have 
wor~ed for many years with un­
derpriviledged children. During 

Royal, Agnes Gooch and Chuck. 
I can't remember ·who all the 
rest of them were. Franklin was_ 
going to be on the bus, 1 but got 
off before it ever got started. 
When Hall.oween night came, we 
had the attorney for Greyhound 
there and he said if the police 
came we were to get back o,n t~e 
bus and close the doors, and as 
we were on private property, the 
police could not arrest u~. 'h'.e 
initiated the first !,us which 1S 
now a tra,;lition on ~ery Hallo-
ween night. , , 

The next year I _and some of 
the others got off that bus and 
started their own buses such as 
you know them today. Some of us­
started to do different themes 
every. year. There were about 15 
or 20 people -in the entourage. 
Michelle started doing per own 
trip al\d the whole city was ~ait­
ing for these buses every Hallo.­
ween· night. It finally grew until 
I was asked to M.C. at the Alley 
Cat and lend my name to their 
limos and buses. 

I was one of the first Paid 
M.c>-s for Halloween night. 
Every year these function be­
came more elaborate and expen~ 
sive. We had to block off the 
street by the Alley Cat so the 
pe~ple would have a place to see 
all the entertainment. I am re­
ferring to straight as well as 
gay people. It was a Mardi Gra 
type thing. 
- E: Getting to the big hotels. 
Weren't_ you responsible for the 
breakthrough to using the pres-

, f t" ,, tigious hotels for gay unc ions. 
P: .Well, I went t(_)theFairmont 

Hotel which is considered the 
most ' prestigious hotel in the 
world, and told them I wanted to 

throw a function there·. When he 
asked me what type, I told him 
I wanted the grand ballroom and 
there would be men that were 
dressed as women. And so, he 
went along ·with me and let me 
do it. They wouldn't take a drag 
ball before when someone else 
wanted to do it. 

It really opened up the hotelsa 
The same. year the Queen of 
Oakland; as she was called then, 

• wanted to throw a ball at a hotel 
in Oakland and referred them to 
me, Mr. Perry who had thrown 
a- ball at the Fairmont, and they 
readily agre_ed jl.S they had heard 
about the. ball I had given. Since 
the ball was very well organized 
and they made money and had no 
problems, it wasn't a complet,e 
sell-OUT. BUT they made mon­
ey, they agreed to her ball. 

E: Also Perry, you }Jave been 
responsible for many break­
throughs involving the evolution 
of the Gay Community whjch 
probably has been met with op­
position, like anyone who achiev­
es any amount of recognition. 
Can you explain any of this? 

P: Actually, the ball I gave 
was boy·cotted by the people who 
thought they controlled the Gay 
Community at that time. I mean 
they . actually called people on 
the telephone and asked them 
not to go. 

E: Actually, it does not make 
any difference what the situation 
:rs because most people will go 
ahead and do what they feel like. 
I think you have been a contri­
buting factor to the Gay Com­
munity on a very good basis .. 

You were responsible for the 
first person to appear as a fe­
male in a public parade. Is that 

• true? 
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P: Yes, in Hollywood. I was 
the first one in female attire in 
a· parad; There were others, . 
but they were either transves­
tites or transexuals, but I was 
the first to appear as a known 
female impersonator. I appeared 
as the Grand Duchess of San 
Francisco, with the Crown Jew­
els and all. Even-the Empress 
down there did not ride in the 
first parade. They were all af: 
raid! I have never been afraid, 
I've always been a forerunner!! 

In those days, when I started 
• doing my- own thing, I owned my 
own business, which I still do; 
so I could afford to do what I 
wanted to do. I was told one 
time I shouldn't go in drag as 
I was representing the Gay Com­
munity, so in the second Gay 
Parade I went as myself. The 
strangest thing happened, No one 
knew who I was. They all knew 
me in drag, but not as a man. 

The following year I went back 
in drag and- made National tele­
vision. I also inight add that I 
was Chairman and Co- Chairman 
of the first two Gay Freedom 
Day Parades in San Francisco. 
That was when no one else wan­
ted to bel bothered with it but 
the Gay radicals. 
Comment: 

Some of the achievements for 
the Gay Community that Perry 
has created and promoted are: 
The Titles Grand Duke and Du­
chess of San Francisco, The Gay 
Community A.wards, Mr. and 
Miss Gay San Francisco, all of , 
which he has given over to the 
Community. He also created the 
Mr. and Miss Gay Califomia 
titles·. Also, Perry· served two· 
terms on the Tavern Guild Board 
of Directors. 

The first award Perry e_ver 
received was from the straight 
community. He was honored as 
Citizen of the-Day by KABL Ra­
dio for his work with under­
privileged children, and his work 
with St. Elizabeth's Orphanage 
in Saigon, Vietnam. 

As· a man, he has always been 
a forerunner in the Gay Com­
munity. Liked by so.me, opposed 
by others, but always a contri­
buting factor in the evolution of 
the Gay Comm.unity in San Fran­
cisco and the Bay Area. Through 
the years he has received recog­
nition by the Gay Community as 
well as the straight press as one 
of the leaders of the Gay Com­
munity. He still is, as always, 
H.L. Perry. 

Mr. Gay Calif. with Perry 
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IT'S HOT 
Berkeley, Honolu(u,. 

• • • and now Sacramento 
Steve's Health And Social Club 
Newly Remodeled- Opening March 10, 1977 

.FOR YOUR E"JOYMENT ~ - 4 o' OUTDOOR POOL 
SUN DECK HYDRO-SPA EXERCISE ROOM 

STEAffl TV ,LOUNGE POD_L TAB LE SNACK BAR 

OPEN 24 HOU~S 
LOCKERS$ 3_50 

ROOMS $5.oo WORHS 

llf.RKt:i.f.Y 
~IOi ·lch S1. 
l-1 I', ► 8-l'>-899~ 

a baths jor meti 

110~01.l'I.\'. 
;U)i l.c:wc:n, Sl. 
(~ml FlcH1r) 
(808) 9~:1-18:,~ 

SACRA~lf.~TO 
Stt·H:•~ llc:alth 
:\ml Sm·i;d C:luh 
:!:"",:i I :,1 h S1 rt·t·I 
!916 ► -1-1:1-1:,lo. 
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