NO JAPANESE ACTRESSES.

The.Stage of Japan Ltke Ours in
Xlizabeth’s Day,

In the hiear fulure 4¢he theater goers
of this country mdy be glven the unique
opportunity of seelng ihe preatest live
ing mctor of that now famous natlon,
Japan. The gentleman's name is Dau-
Jeco, and among the traveled classes
of his country he I8 called the Menry
Irving of Japan.

Sinée the great war with China and
1ta numerous signal victories Japan has
been dnvarlably regarded as a nation
of wunusually advanced civillzation,
‘This may be so regarding ita army,
navy and {mplementa of war, but as
fat as the sfage js concerned [t §& many
hundred years behind the dramatlc
art of today. If Danjero should viait
us 5t 1s doubtful it he would succeed In
corralling the quantities of gold coin of
the realm that other forelgn lights of
the stage do, stuch as Becnhardt, Irving,
the Xendais, Tree. and Langiry, But
the great interest in anything relating

DANJERO AS A EUROFPEAN,
t9 Japan would make Danjero & partial
success even if &is histrionic abllity
41d not tickle the dellcate Amerlcan

ate.

While Danjero is called the e {}
Irving of Japan, there are few dirdct
reusons for the sobriquet except the
general fact that he occuples the same
high position in the Japancse world of
dramatics that Irving does (n the
Engliehs Danjero is bowed down,to by
1he stage world of Toklo, and artisti«
eally towers head and shoulders above
all his rivals,

Personally he 13 a Jttle, almost $niig-
nificant man of the boards, He is
ahort, dutnpy and modest, and much of
hie wide popularity is due to his gentle~
ness and kindliness of character, He
Aresses {n Jouropean clothes ordinarily,
and, having a Uberal education, 1s con.
versant with affairs in America and
Europe, He Is a good business man,
too, and, In addition to being the lead-
ing actor of him nation, he is part owner
of the finest theater in Toklio. He says
that the Japanese aclors are not pald
the immense salaries that the English
and Americana recelve—in fact, the pay
is 80 small thut & widely known “atar’
could not aooumulate by & lifetime of
hard work a moderate fortune,

AN EIGHT-HOUR PLAY,

1f Danjero comea here the Japanese
meilhod of presenting & play will have
to be abandoned altogether or greatly

DANJERO AS AN OLD MAN.

curtalled, In Danjero’s Tokio theater
the curtain riees promptly at 9 a. m.
and does not falfwmgaln untl) § p. m.
This means an elght-hour performance,
which §a something more than most
people care to attend. ..

The reason of the great length' of the
play 1o that the Japanese drama por-
trays only. bl events in the history.of
the nation. Some of these events are
30 lengthy that a play runs two, thres
and four days. Of course, in a-serlal
Arama of thia kind the curtain Invarla-
bly falls at some exciting climax; the
curlosity or interest of the audience
In excited, and they come the following
day to view the next installinent of the
drama. These'serial plays are not un.
1ike the serial storlas, novels, ete., print.
ed in perlodicals, They ars conducted
with reallsm as far as the lapss of
time la concerned. Tor instance, if
General Lee's surrender at Anpomlhox
were the event to be portrayed the
play would begin witil the arrival of
the two great armies upgn the scene;
then it would show the preparations for
a-fAght; the scurrying about of messen-
gers a day or mo Jater to Arrangs for
a meeting of the two generals, and
would finally conclude with the sure
render scene, All she detalls kre fatth-
2ully reproducsd, and even if tha play

‘occaslon damands,

does drag wearily at times it inatructs’
the people thoroughly in the hiatory .of
thelr country and glved them & lUving
fnterest in Ita great loaders.

But it the play drags the audlence {9

prepated for the wearlsome spots, and
manages o enjoy iiself, Tae

it

'DANJERO A8 A VIRAGO.
body of the Japanese theater is divided
Into little compartments five .fest
aquare, and separated from one another
by a low fence or partition about &
oot high,

One of these litile boxes
$1.26 to $1.50 & day, and at th oder
expense a husband, wife and several
emall children can enjoy a day’s pleas-
uring.  These family parties fill the
theater, and with their little contrive
ances for maklog tea, manage, with
well provided basket, to make & coms
fortable lunch In the middle of the day.
When the drama lags these family pare
tles chatter with one another at a teps
rific rate. The nolse doesn't interfe
a bit with_the agtors or the pction o
the play. It runs slong smoothly, even
when the racket of the conversation o
#0 great that all other sounds are lost
in_the hubbub. )

But as-soon as the interest In the
play re¢lves the onlookers are all
tentlon, The Japanese, ‘pnnlculﬁ"l(
the women and children, are & sensi-
tive people, and thelr emotlons are
easlly stirred. They are mads to w
and laugh and Sppll“d vigorously as

st tmn:

NO ILLUSIONS PRAQTISED.

The Japanese do not go in muéh for
{lluefon in thelr theaters. The soenl
effects ¢can hardly be dignlfied by th
term. The siage revolves on & pivel,
and is divided into ihiree sections,. &l
lowing the trifling change of scene
out any intermission. The actors step
from one dlvision to the other In ful)
view of the audience, and the play goes
merrily on,

Anotber curious feature s the mane
ner of the players (n enterirg the
stage. There are no wings and nou:lnl
suggesilve of “behind the moenes,
When.not on the stage the aotorsa ree
main in the rear part of the theater,
and when their turn to go on comes
around they gravely pass through the
audience, ascend & narrow gang plank
leading to the etage, and then go on
with thelr pa This method of ene
trance and exlt creates no oommenty
the Japanese are accustamed to It

AN EVELESS TAGE,

Notwithstanding that the fev.
progression has taken hold.of Ja]
the "new woman™ ers not
reached t¢hat oriental kingdom, Women
are so rigidly guarded .or thought so

t they are giyen no pla
All of the great act
afe women impersonators—th
both actors and actresses,
demands,

Danfero l6 a8 famous impersonator
of women, and It 1s hiia abiltty In ihi:
direction that has glven him greal
fame, Two of {he filutatrations show
him ja his most popular roles, one 38
2 woman, the other as an old man. H
18 quite an adept [n costuming and fa«

s the pletures show.

y
s.the play.

tain extent, with the ways
glish-speaking etage, American and
English actors have toured the larger
cltles of the kingdom, producing Shake-
speare’s plays, and the best recelved of
thelatter was

Jike character of which

touch them strongly.

PDanjero is certainly an artist, anA.
#hould he visit us, it may be that the
great actors of this country wiil find
they have something to Jearn,
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