AMAZONS.

Women Who Havs Won Renown
on the Batusflald

Eistory Ropeats Itsel?—The Female Vobe
satecr Cerps Kot the Galy Emmple
of Femialne Seldlering —Masque-

During the recent campaign in Mada~
we heard a good deal about the
noruey Amazons and their prowess
in war; and a few montbs age a daily
papor ssscerted that s female volunteer
torps was in the process of being
formed, to be officered, of course, by some
extreme disciples of the “New Woman"™
cult. In the Jatter instance the ides of
& woman usurping man's place cn the
battlefield was Jooked upon as being
something quits originsl; whareas it
would simply be a cuse of history re-
peating itself, for that there have been.
many such beroines the following par-
ticulare will prowe: Mrs. Christine
Davies, commonly called “Mother Ross,™
ls & well-known example, she huving
served as a foot soldier and dragoon inl
severnl campaigne under Willinm IIL;
and the duke of Marlborough, acting as'
6 squadron leader o.ftheSeohguyslb
lenheim and Ramillies. She died J uly
1739. Hannsh Bnell was another fe-
male worthy, who, having been deserted
by her husband, edopted mals attire,
end traveled to Coventry in search of the
runawny., Bhe there enlisted in Col
Guise's regiment of foot, and marched
with them to Carlisle st the time of the
Eeoteh rebellion of 1745, She afterward
,enlisted in Fraser's regiment of ma-

| rines, and proceeded to Portemouth,
| whence she sailed in Admiral Bosca-
‘| wen's squadron for the East Indies.

There she assisted at the =iege of
Tondicherry, when she received i3
wounds. Through all ber adventures,
including & couple of floggings, she
manazed to preserve the secret of her
«2x, nnd concerning the spplication of
the “cat™ it was said:

“Hannah in breeks behav'd so well,

That none her sofsor sex could tell.”

At the close of her military life, how-
wer, she revealed her seoret, and was
wwarded a pension of £13 5s. per an-
[ aum. Later ou ehe started a publie
fsouse nuder the sign of “The Widow
n Musquerade,” and did such & roaring
rade that a comfortable old age was
wssured to her,

There is Mary Anne Talbot, a fine,
romely young woman, to judge by an
sxtant portrait, who served four years
15 & soldier and sailor in the name of
John Tayior, and took part in Lord
[lowe's gloricus victory on June 1, She
died February 4, 1508, aged 30 veara,
One print represents her holding a ent-
lass in one hand, and a Frenclsman's
head in the other; another in which she
is representing a presa geng. Coupled
with the memory of Fontrooy, 1745,
there is that of Phobe Hessal, whose
monument In a Brighton churchysrd
states thet she was born at Chelsea in
1713; that she served for many years as
» private soldier in the Fiith regiment
of foot in different parts of Europe, and
received a bayonet wound in the arm at
the above engagementd. Living ot
Brighton, her cese becams known tc
George 1V, then prines regent, who
sent to ask her what sum of money
would render her comfortable. “Hali
s guines & week,” replied old Phoebe,
‘will make me as happy ss a princess.”
This, therefore, by his majesty’s com-
mand was regularly paid her till the
day of her death, which took place De-
cember 12, 1821, when she attained the
nge of 105 vears,

Aguin, there is Mary Dixon, who wai
nearly 16 years is the army, and fought
at Waterloo. She wasstill living in 1585,
when she was described as “a strong,
powerful old woman.” Above all, there
is the remarkable, if not unique case of
Dr. BRarry, who died at Corfu in July,
1565. Thislady, said tohaws been the Jegit.
imate granddaughter of a Beotch earl
is surmised to have adopted male attire
and the medical profession from attachr
ment 10 an army surgeon. Never in bez
lifetime had anyoms the slightest sus
pleion of her rex. Whiles staf? surpeon
to the cape garrison, she most suoe
easfully treated the governor, Lord
Charles Somerset, fought a duel, and
was congidered 10 be of & moat guerel
eome disposition. The dootar was fre
’ quently gulliy of flagrant breaches ol
|
|

discipline, and on more than one oces
sion was sent home under arrest, bui
somehow or other, the offenses were al-
ways condoned at hesdquarters. The
late earl of Albemarle relates in his
reminiscenses, that on ritting pext tc
her at me=s, he noticed “a certsin ef-
femisacy in his manner, which bhe
seemed to bs alweys siriving to over-
com#, while his style of conversation
was greatly superior to that one ususliy
Leard at a mess-table in the daya of non-
comjpetitive examinations.” In Harth
Army List for 1845, the nare of Jume:
Berry., M. D., stands ot the head of the
list of inspectors genersl of hoapitais
In the July of the same year, hor deatk
vins anaounced. and the next day it was
officially reported to the horse guards
that the doctor wes a woman, It is
singulnr that neither the landlady of
her lofring, nor the black valet, whe
bed lived with ber for years. had the
ruguest potion of ber secret.—Admiral-
ty and Horse Guard's Caestte.
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