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( OBITUARY SUBMITTED TO QW MAGAZINE BY RANDY WICKER, MARSHA'S ROOMMATE ON WEDNE~DAY, 7/8/92. ) I 
\_ 

r.~arsna :? . johnso:1, black transvestite survivor of the 1969 

Stonewall Rebellion, Andy '.:;arhol model, internationally acclaimed 

entertaine~ wi t!i the Hot i..,eacnes r<eview, Anvil icon u a legendar? 
• rO.S Trru ~ 

rreeiEe~pannanjler. . 0nr1 stopher :tree~ c..: the ~Jest Sid8 Highway 

was fou~d ~loating in the Hudson River at the foot of Christopher 

Street late I\1onday afternoon, Jul~' 6th. 

Marsia, a muc~ beloved fixtur,e in the Village for man~' years, 
was wearing men'~ clothing C:; had apparently drowne j three or four 
days earlier, thursda:v 7/2 or friday 7/J. The body was so badly 

decompose::: that surviving family members - brother ~~: sisters, Robert, 

Jean & ~1orma ~ .. :ichaels o: "Slizabeth, n . .; . - were not allowed to view 
either the body or photo~ thereof fo!:" identificatio:'.1 purpose~ . (-,·,..,,tvpr,/JT5 v.,-t.. v-t.. c..t .. H'o d- -t-J.. e,, v~t.e..i'1..s '"Ml~ c.v-e.6-')\.a.t e d,, 

While foul pla:v has not been ruled out, I·.:arsha - whose given name 
was Malcol:il :.:ichael~~ Jr. - just before disappearing early thursday 

morning, 7/: , ~av~ bouquets o: flowers to close friends & family 

~e~bers, iisnosei of his personal belongings~ commenced displaying 
h1'S tne excessive r8li~dousi ty which haj bee:-: the narbinger ~evious 

-gsycbdtic episodes . 
hv-Jurin~ ~ last breakdown durin[" the fall of 1991, :.r1arsha describe:! 

seeing his long deceasej fathe!:" '1 i!1 t:~e water on the bottom of the 

river." Alt!1ough certai:1. Marsha was incanable o: intentional self­

destructio~. , Randy ~•jicker l:: Geor,g:e !"lir.:lin•, wi "t!1 wnom Ivlarsha ha1 lived 
i~ ~oboken since 19ec, theorize Marsha once agai~ thought he saw 
deceased lovej oner in th0 river or floating on the clouds above~ 

. Towqv 6 
s1r.1pl~.,. walked 1ro joir(' the:r. . Anyone wi :.:. information is urf,?:ed. to call 

:)..1)-- ~S.S'-1tt3'f. 

-- \Mp 11" AS LEAFLE;'r:S 't/EHE POSTt;D AROUND THE VILLAGE, SEVERAL PEOPLE ~ o"\J1/ CAIV!E FORTH 3AYING 'rHA'l' THEY HAD _SE1·:N MARSHA ALIVE ON JULY 4th, \Y'\~"~- THE DAY OF THE TALL SHIPS. UP~N, D;S~O~ERING THAT EDGARDO /\I \0-/ "WILLIE" MEDINA HAD BEEN A'I'''1ACl<ED rHE EVENING OF_ JULY 41:h & · y PUT IN THE HOS1).]1AL ( ST. V!~C~NT':~) 
1
IN AN AP~AR~NT BIA?, ATTACK ,, BY A GANG OF YOUNG MEN, 1rHO::,t; WHO PR.hVIOUSLY THEORIZED THAT NO POUL PLAY WAS INVOLViD IN MARSHA'S ~iATH REGAi'! TO CHA~GE Otl~f~ Mi~R f¥*~ THOUGH NO SIGNS OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE WERE EVIDENT 

CLAUD~ soLNIK wINBtA~~sARbu~META~T~Jril·oNv~J~~G!Rw=~P~~~RBY 
SEVERAL OF THOSE AROUND TH~ AREA THAT SOMETIMES HARASSERS CAME 
BY AND "PUSHED l''.EO PLE 1wro 'l'HE WATER FOR ~1HE FUN OF IT." EVERY­
THING IS STILL PEING lNVE~;'rlGATED, 


