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"Woodbtu" 

r■E J'HEE::ILU{ POST 0.ITICJI 

A -ta • ~d e11veloped, plainly &ddreued, 
. . '! 1~ for e&eh leU..r, and the line 

.r,•• •• ; : :o110...-ed by the person addressed 
•1 t.. ol1'""'1 In order to prevent mistakes. 
1h0:.;. ~ot....:.tonal• and others •hould b<-ar 

---.. :, . • • ,t all lettero. etc., tn tran•lt between 
,n =-: •. "tat.ee and Canida, muot be rrepa1d, 
:;.~; ~ .. y are not for...-arded. 

soT,CE.--Adverttaed lettera wUl be 
,; 14 1n· Tbe :Freeman Poat Office for 
!'Otl'R WEEKS ONLY here&fter. 

l..l.011.8 Ll8T. 
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[I.- ,l . Aunie Perkins, Miss Annett 
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McCoy, Geo. 
:llalone. "\\" .M. 
Mct'amoo. J. H. 
.M<"Dade He1'.ry 
Oli..-er, Prentice 
Palm~r .. Uan 

~f~0l~~ .. :v 
Petit. llenrr 
Raw l<!S, U enry 
l'mlth,J.J. 
Bteward, Wm. 
SteveD"-, AUllU'-tU~ 
t;herman, James E, 
l-mlth:J. J 
Thoma~, W:C. 
'l'ucker, J. B. 
Th\l Welwtert1 
Tb~Fo .. ::,. _;4 
Ver\.Alt: ~~ .... ~-!' 
Wrliib• •• .,. L .. 
Wlls<11 1.,e..-, .. 
Wll<"e tor.,J. I' ,'&Ilk 
WlllhcR. l!, W. 
W ooien, H. S. 
WatllOD Jaelc 
Watkins, Jack 
\Vatl.mi;ton, D=• E. 

acts. They are tbla season with the 
Smart Set company, making a good hit 
In their respective characters Tllev 
eend regards to all fr!enda and enemies. 

• • • 
Fred W. Johnson, the Tarantnla, 

whose cut arrived too le.te for our Holl• 
day number, thongb his sketch appee.red 
In the same, wishes yon all a Happy 
New Year to all, adding that It Is bet· 
ter late than never anll that he wlll be 
very bner n:itll April 1, '03 He Invites 
offers for season of '03 and 04 Perma­
nent addresa, ''The Tar .. ntnla" care The 
Freemin.'' • 

• • • 
Desdnnes & Harris met thelr old 

friend Will G Mlllford, who ls one of 
America's leading colored pianists. He 
left no stone nntnrned to make their 
stay pleasant. In order to make 
things camplete, he seonrtd the services 
of several of his personal friends and 
brothers, all members of the 2nd Bat, 
1st. Regt. K of P or Missouri, beaded 
by Maj J, A Shackelford and the fol• 
lowing worthy members· Bnd Phillipe 
Marshall Story, Editar Tront, and Lee 
P~tten. There was no end to the pleas• 
ores derived while In the 09mpany of 
those genth?men and we left Joplin with 
11 fond remembrance of our oid aud new 
friends. 

• • • 
The quarteite now tonrlng with the 

Suwanee River company, eons'lstlng of 
Messrs. Geo. R. Reeee, D. L. Frazier, 
Samnel Booker and M. T. Halgo, were 
tendered a swell reception dnrlng their 
recent eoj.onm In Fort Wayne, Ind., by 
:llr. and Mrs. \Valters and Mrs. Barber. 
This qurtette, by the way la a etnnner 
and nnllke general cnst,m~ the . man• 
agemen·t of the company has g!ven them 
the best possible chance to fori;e to the 
front. The nsnal brtdle of restriction 

1tteat mnsleal writer and baritone solo­
iet. Tile Boston people are glad to 
know that they wlll'starr a show next 
eelll!On.-I"lng Jones certainly carried 
the Howard Theatre wlth his coon 
songs last week. They oonld not gt t 
enona-h of his singing. Mr. Jone.s ai;• 
peartd Sunday evening at the Bowdoin 
E!Qoa,:e Theatre concert and wµ re· 
celved grandly by the hoas11.-The 
Golden Gate Qnartette was In town last 
week playing at the Anettn & Stone's I 
Moeenm. They are '6ooked for the 
Keith clrcnlt and left for New York I 

City Sunday night. They send regards 
to Henry Troy and Ernest Hogan.-Mr. 
Thomas ,1. Jackson ls repre~entlng the 
Freeman here. Address 237 Berkeley 
et. 

• •• 

----------------
on him before they find ont the rea\ l 
facts. His working partner, Charles. 
Wllllams, ls one of the cleverest In his 
make•np, and monolognes are among Nptea from the Famous Georgia Min· 
the beet. ,!,.s a team they ar~ hard to 

etrels:-We are still In Iowa, getilni: beat.-As I cloee my Items for the week 
ours and hopln11; the ·eami:, of all. com• I learn that the team of Wllllams and 
We had a never to be forgotten Xmas at !:i-tevens were compelled to olO!le-wllh 
Des Moines, as we cancelled two Peters' vandevllle honee owing to lllnees 
stands ahead, thns s:ivln-g ns three dare of Mr Steven!!. Mr. Douglass has as• 
In the great city of Iowa Notwl th• snmed the management. We hope 11 

standing the thermometer marked S to ~pel!dy recovery to Mr. Stevens -J. A. 
10 degrees below, during th e entlr.e w;tts of Richardt & Pringle's Minstrels 
three days, we carried onr •·Ugly Mens No. 2 paseed through the olty. He sends 
Ball," ont to the letter. Oar crowd was regads to all his frlends.-An h•jnstlce 
mostly made np cf strangers In th e city le being enacted npon onr esteemed 
but everyon& went awaysatlefied, claim· frlead and comedian, ,Billie Caldwell, 
Ing nnlversa!ly to have wltmesaed one There ls a hobo team starring them• 
of the most pleasurable e-vents of th eir selves as Caldwell and Henry. Now, 
lives: A glance at the program was there Is only the one BUile Caldwell, 
well worth the price of admlsSlon. The aad Henry ls out of the- business. Mr. 
greatest feat or the evening was that of Caldwell desires the pnbl!o and all 
the jury hanging over th e declSlo;i for managers to beware or them, and, be 
first prize, which was to be the ngl!eSt sides, If they continue to do eo, they 
man of the pr-0fesalon present, tbe prize may e:xpe1,1t p11lnful resnlts, Remember 
belngf20 In gold The jury hnng on there la only cue ijlllle Caldwell,.mAk• 
Jesse Gilmer, Wm Shields and Oacu Ing a hit, starring alone, and still com­
Cameron and as the honest and fair 

posing his own plPces.. He has now 
jurymen could not agree, the first prize four new songs In press that wlll ehort• 
was called ln by a nnanlmons vote of ly be produced, They are "Big Foot 
the jary. W. A. Dl:xon won wltllont Nigger,'' "Wnen II Coq_n Turns Day to 
a strnggle, the second prlz~. a new Night," "Maybe Some Day." He sends 
Stllteon hat, and F, L Denton fell heir regards to all. 
to the third prize: a nice t f3 for cap, • • • without even the assistance of tbe july. 
Prof. G. w. Honsely the eoore keeper of Mrs. Fisk in "Mary or Magdaia.'' 
the the grear casino tournament of 160 
games, In which each m11n In the tonr• 
nament had to play 160 gamee, the one 
winning the most to take first prl:i:e­
wlth the assistance of Dave Smith laened 
the prizes at the Ugly Men's b11ll. The 

-.---,--.­___ .., 

-
IlY J. D. HOWARD, 

Q 

Dear "Woodbine:"-: 
Having nothing special to demand 

my tlme last nlghfe and feeling some• 
C, 

-ROU"l'E- 1W3 is conspk.-no:isly ab!.ent and they are 
p . ,,,TTI -r.o1111u,on• ,~.-lckel_.1.. Nolan> gl~en a g:>od sl:!.dwlng In the d.lalogne of 

.. ,. 0 ,_,Jan. 1: DeLbon,~3; Paris, the play. 
, ,rkHTill<,, Ui. Shr v.iport 17. 

0 
• Q 

t ,\ Joa,...,,:<. (In \·alld..-e!~l llu:-tli; & 
, ,o •. N"w York . .1 .. 1. ..-,.u. Notes from the Old Plantation with 

Ii 

, .. .._\ P.&nEIH'oJr • l!o--rtor. N . .J- Jan. 
l'• aa11J«, Pa.,. 1:.1 .J !i:.iL.'-rrttJe, lt Jj,. 

l'1'" & Pan•u ~ F..al!ocs OwROu.s;;-
"111,,. 1.,_ J .1 10; ?io.ncbeeter l:; 
I ,-ci<lollce II 

1'11,ton & Ha:· ! ":!:.ve j)ined Grahm 's 
t- ,ri:uera SS¾'Clf' i <.~. ::nd send re• 

·gi.rd! to all frl l • 

r.mory J. DJngla~3 woald llke to hear 
1. ,m hte nepbe.v Frl'd Danglaes ,~Ith 
tL" Williams,\; Walker company. . . . 

\\" .uter S, Lyon~ of the Cincinnati 
(arutTiil Co, 1s la ladlauipolb organ• 
hu.: tbe Old Plimtatlon Georgia Min· 
~t!'"'•"' !ur next sessoo 

• • • 
~r li1m,ell writes that In his Hohdjr 

U..-n.,;r;, ~Uy Jobn,on sbonld have 
t "t-ll weot&entd as a legitimate comedy 

'l!far and ut Roeamond Johnson. 
• • • 

.Hetu~mt>er we ha,e only Jaet about 
-1:c,nrt~ tile neees~s.ry amount for 
lilt' ISl•ad fund. A nice little rally 
wtll •i;,,, It OQt. Let It not beeaid that 
Wel'•t: d a good can~e and failed. 

• • • . . 
Kr. \\.!liter Crnmbly of the lste team 

, of l;rlltl,t,I)· an-d. llradford has aocepted 
, t!M! po,,l:tvu of entertalne"r at the Hen• 
\ llkl~uu l:lob, Urand Rjpld~ Mich. Be 
:lmd, r,i:ard~ to professional friends. 

• • • 
• 

1 Atl t•rnfNl!ionals find II cordial wel­
~ at tt.e Bennington Club of Grand 
k,111d.o ~1<'11, :J:r. Sb.ammey Robinson 
• ,:en111l wanager b!.s made hlms!'lf 11 

po_p,ilar t11,·->r1te with the show people. 
\ ... 
JD Lt ~:ul:b. of the Famous Georgia 
~l&i••r.-1-. 1ronid like to know If Mr. 

• ti&uttl, l'I the Southern Qaartette h"s re• 
• eetv..J 1'.uy tuall not belonging to h•m. 
• If ti.), 11111dly forward the same to Tile 
, frt,t-i:.,•n liUd oblige. 

• • • 
""-' " :Mo:xley sars that the colored 

pr~fe-t-1 G ts shvaye taking example sf• 
t•rtr .. ,..ttte ai:tor on ~be etage but 
U,t,r d, tit ~fu to Imitate thr, white ac­
tor li: ,. ·1,tnbatlng to the Hland fnud 
'°ffJ. •· :ong. I.oo~en or, boye, and 

J D ifaw,ud chief advertising agent 
ot-tu .. F,l't'~"n etlifI made a fir.log trip 
1~ ~ .. .v Yor~la~t week on bpeclal bnsl• 

. 11....,. lit, regrets tnat the b~vlty of 
lu,~·11\· 1111d lmperatl,e natnre of ·his 
lllt.-un pre,entrd him from getting 
9r,itU1,l 1 uri, thS:D he did lo 11, social 

••• 
Hn--.. :i Brandow, formerly of the 

: ·~~ l Br11uuo·w & Arlington and Mies 
1 ..ai:11.- l,'reeman cf the Freeman Sisters 
t~v .. • >iut<l partne~hlp and will pre,; 
~-- • t 'tbe pnbllc next season an act 
t-, 'b ;y different from all other colored 

Southern Carnival Co.-Th!s leaves all 
well and do!nl{ as well as could be e::s:• 
pected. Tile Boyde send regards to 
Joe and L:iln Rnssell. Mrs. Donglaes 
Danks Jones wishes.all her Clncln~ati 
snd Lonl,vllle friends a Hapvy New 
Year. Cba~. Holman ,;ends regards to 
J. D. West, tho World's Fair Band and 
l!.ll St, Louis friends. The Hende:-sons 
ear to Sam .Tobneon that they always 
knew yon conld ciean np If tbey wot:ld 
jnst J?lve yon a chince. They als:> send 
rege.rds to Tom Lo"an, K1u Aiston, 
Prof. McCamon, .A. 1f Hutchins, Bob 
Gant, the Cheatallls and all friends, . , .. 

Tbe following clloplng was from 11 

Ja~keonvllle, Fla., nnrnal of Mn, 2: 
"There was only one mq,rr!ni::e license . 

l~sned yeste,day at the dlice of Conntr 
,Judge Phillips Tile llcenee W{lS !Asner 
to a colllred cJnple, 'WaltEt L. Cr:.l!lf 
ton and Pauline Cottrell." • 

~

ho ea!d Pauline Cottrell c:mhl 
i-e a good llnsbiud. :'il:r New Yei.. 
pr ent has been In the show bnslne~s 
bn js now a prosperous, tailor of Jack­
sonville Regards to P. G. Lowery, 
Stella Mitchell and Ladeon B. Alston. 
:'uisses Pearl Woods, Annie Jones, Mr. 
and Mrs. Geo. Jonea of the Exchange 
Theatre and Mr·sam Cohen of the "A 
Rabbit's Foot Co ," were present, so yon 
see my New Years was II very happy 
one to me. 

• • • 

" 

winners were: ·T. J. Cnlligan, ecore 93; 

Mr. Clerlllont, ecore !l2; eecond prize, f2. 
Wr. Watt~. score SG; third prize, $15(). 
All participants of the tournament are 
well satisfied and want another go at 
either ce.s!no or whist, 

• • • 
Napoleon .Johnson writes from the Chicago Note:-Daddy Love's Theat-

Blg :.Ilnstrel Festlval·-As a rnle with rlcsl Exchange, 33u 27th St -Angnstns 
compa~les the week before Christmas le StevPns of the team of the team of WU• 
considered II doll week. As that ls trne Hams and Stevens sends regards to the 
then we mn~t be one cf the e::s:ceptions New Orleans Minstrel Company -Mies 
for we cold hardl;r'notlce It at all espec• Georgia Dodds ls singing ":\Ie.ndy •rwlth 
!ally at oar Xmas andlences In Bean• i::reat sncces:. at Petero' Vaudeville 
mont Tex. Iii Franklin La., Dec. 21, Honse -Mr. Steven Wheeler, formerly 
we had a general handshaking and a of Bostock Comedy Co , Is preparing to 
few minutes chat with members of the put before the public an act tbat has 
Black P<lttl compiny. Oar band eer• never been u:ecnted enccesefolly by 
enaded them dorlog the etop on their any one -Cook and Jones, one cf the 
wav from New Orleans to New Iberia. best sketch teams In the bnelnese, are 
Oa the.2nd ~e met the members of the. playing at Peters' Vaudeville Honse.­
A. G. Allen's !lllnstrel aa their cars were Wl111am Gregg, a professional m1ndo­
ln the ehops at Mobile for repairs. No lln player, also sweet stager, ls enter• 
one can cook like mother must be the talnlag some or Chicago's s\vell· clubs 
motto of a 1 umber of us, jadglng from to the er,.tire eatlsfaotlon of the· host 
the good edibles received In our ·Xm!s and bo,tess. He ls assisted by that 
boxes. Onr new scenery for our first eminent piano player, 1:>rof. John L:ive 
part settings has arrived to replace the of San Francisco, Cal. He sends re• 
old that was rnlned In the rail, Regards guds to all friends -Prof J. L. P~tere 
to all friends. Would like to hear from le going to make several changes In hie 
Allen Sauls and R C L:ii::an. 5 , place of business which. when com• 

• • • pleted, will be one of the fine~t vande• 
ll()jlton, Mass., not~:-Cole John• vllle resorts, cafe and bar In the city: 

eon. 9ie greate~t oolorea entertainers Professionals take note -The Crosbye', 
1n the world have cloeed their record Harry and Orna, arrl,ed in Chicago 
breaking engagement at Keith's new with a Honolnla Coon Company, and 
Boston theBtre, hav(ng played four enc• are fast making friends here, and send 
oe,elve weeks at this popular honee and regards to all their profeselonal friends. 
lf lthad been•lEft to the manager they -As a female lmpersonater In _actions, 
would have been retained for tour talk, singing, dressing and performing, 
weeks more. The Boato, Herald says np to the present date of them all, our 
Bob Cole Is lhe rcreatest comedian yet dear frlep'1, Angnstns Stevens, la the 
prodnced by the race. Mr. Roeamond leader. He ls eo perfect In h!s make-up 
Johnson le making a ~er,ntatlon ae a that persons talk to him, men get stnck 

w..... .ished and excited from the 
heavy ovass I had• just finished, ae 
per yoot ostrnctlons, rele.tive to per• 
sonal eve .ores at the various advertls• 
in,: agen;ies, I left my hotel, npon di· 
version bent and 'econ fonnd that m; 
a!mle~a vagabondlzlni:-had brought me 
la the vicinity uf the Manhattan. Tile· 
blazing lights from the electric display 
read: "Mrs. Fiske, In Mary of Magdaia" 

80 mach had come to me by way of 
reading and otherwise of the wonderful 
work tills anbnr~•halred actress had ac• 
compTl~hed In her recent characteriza­
tion of "Becky Sharpe" (which, by the 
wa:r, ebe bas Immortalized) that I made 
opmy mind at once to paes the evening 
lletenlng to the version of her latest 
creation 

Tl>e play ls Biblkal. The scene, .Je• 
rnsaleru The first act takes place jast 
alew'days prior to the arrest and trial 
of Christ. It opens with a scene in a 
chamber of Mary of Magdaia's house. 
Mary ls a very beantlfal wanton of the 
province wl)ose rare loveliness and ac• 
compllehments ham attractei\ to her 
many of the profilitate nobles of the 
city. <'hie( among these, In fact the 
favored one, was no less a personage 
the.n the Infamous Judas lecarlot. I 
say lnramons by vlrtne of tradition, yet 
the character as conatrncted, gives one 
a different and, perhaps, a more just 
opinion as to the correct callb~e of 
lees.rot, Thron1thoat the delineation of 
the character one finds him humane, 
very, He was a man of strong convlc• 
tlons ret of swen-lng temperament. 
His passions, always his 001:qoeror, de• 
generated him to the mleerable wretch 
which, later, mikes him the betrayer of 
Jesus Christ. 

Jernealem, as the play goes an!l his-

tory lt~t:lf confirms, had pas;ed Into the 
hands of the Romans. PIiato WJs ap• 
pointed by (:t>!ar to be ltij ~o,ernur 

and chief fxecntlve nuder tbe new re-
11:lme. The l,-Onetllnt'appearance of the 
Rom•n soldiers In the streets was a 
~alllng·and bitter portion to the con• 
qnered Jews. 

Judas Iecarlot, himself a Jew nf much 
ir.llnence and power with his n!!itlve 
priests and seers, was sorely burdened 
by tl!.e de11:radlug yoke of snbjagat!on 
Ills mind was ever alert and active to 
any echemes by which the role or the 
hated Romans miitht be d!epelled. He 
bad been attracted to the pnbllc preach• 
lugs of Jtsns, In the streets of the city 
and fioally became one of His staunch 
dleclplee. He claimed throughout the 
play that.the Christ had promleed the 

le cf Jernealem their dell,erance 
from Roman role. In His later -teach• 
ings when Jesus admonished the people 
to ''love their enemlee" etc., Iecarlot be• 
came wroth and denonnced J esns secret• 
ty to his people. • 

In his anger he baetena to the palace 
of Mary of Magdaia, his mlstrese, to 
seek her eonncll·as to the best measures 
adaptable to rid the eom~nnlty of 
Jeans of Nazneth. He was too lat!• 
however, for Mary, herself, had fallen 
victim to the charms and persna~lve 
tenets ex·ponnded b;r the great Phlloso• 
pher. S!:le had beoome cleaneed by the 
Lamb of God and was at times almost 
hysterical In proclamatlonil or allegiance 
to His faith and doctrines. Thls belnit 
too mnch for the erstwhile favored 
lover of the most honored eonr• 
tesan In the Kingdom. he betook blm• 
self to the hlgtl _priest of his people. 
This wlley lndlvld-aal had already be­
gun to feel the dPCBY of his offices by 
the strange and wonderful things being 
dally;accompllehed by Christ, and he 
heartily agrPed with and nrged upon 
Judas the lmperati,e neces~ity of get• 
ting rid of this Jew of "black arr and 
eharp pfactlcee." 

Then come the finer polnta of the 
story, 80 far as chsracter actlnit b con­
cerned. The lovt'! and alao the stren11;th 
or the convictions Jndas had once la­
bored under relative to Christ and His 
teachings cansed him to pa.nee before 

betraJlng Jeene to tllfl Jewe. Bia etrng• 
glea with ccn!cience and his Inst for re• 
ven11;e were very maeterfnll1 portrayed, 
revenge, however, finally proving tbe 
greater power. So Chrl~t was betrayed. 
There are many Incidents Immediately 
after the betrayal and juet before the 
crnc!Hxlon that space will not permit 
me to recite. 

The fine.1 act la rich In ~echanlcal de­
vices and effects. The fi!IJ!b',Qf llicbten• 
Ing and roar of tht:nder jnit before Ia­
CArlot hangs hlm~elf Is Indeed weird. 
The andfence eees him croachlng and 
hldhig behind the rocks of the mcnn 
taln" as though to dcdge the wra:h of 
Heaven. 

The t,lay In all ls a grsnd piece of 
work phowln11: the rocpe and lm"nglna• 
tlnn of man's lcgennlty and handiwork. 
All wno embrace any Ot>portnnltJ' thPJ' 
mllT bave to 1fltneea· th!• drama will 
find lt one of the rlch~t edncatloul 
treats of the eeaaon. 


