
throw money at professional gay men who 
face discrimination, long-term monogamous 
lesbian couples who lose custody of their 
children, and good soldiers who are being 
kicked out of the military. Rarely, if ever, 
does anyone question the structures of the 
capitalist marketplace, the family, or imperi-:­
alism. Our vision of gay liberation has be­
come prudish, elitist, and extremely smug. 

Meanwhile, the state is tireless in its at­
tempts to punish sexual rebellion, and it uses 
these messy and sometimes embarrassing cases 
to forge laws and policies that will come back to 

haunt the rest of us. You may feel that you have 
nothing in common with Sean O'Neill or Bran­
don Teena, but it is not that simple. 

Our Bodies, Our Dildos 
When the details of the sex that al­

legedly took place in these cases is revealed, 
the dildo comes to occupy a very important 
symbolic slot. O'Neill told the press (Out, 
October 1995) that he never used a dildo or 
any phallic object, either for penetration or 
to create the right sort of basket in his pants. 
Accusing his former girlfriends of inventing 
their sexually-explicit accusations, he 
claimed "I didn't even know how to do that," 
and maintiained that "nothing sexual hap­
pened besides my touching their chests" and 
"feeling" their genitals. Yet O' eill made 
these statements after he'd sunrived a few 
bashings, switched from baggy garments to 
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form-fitting T-shirts, 
and resorted to 
telling new partners 
about his biological 
sex. We may never 
know if he was 
telling the truth or 
flinching in the face 
of his efforts to live 
as a young man. 

One of Teena's 
ex-girlfriends told 
Minkowitz that he 
packed a very realis­
tic dildo, although 
he apparently left it 
at home the night he 
was forcibly stripped. 
For her part, Saun­
ders was accused of 
using a dildo to de­
ceive her partners 
about her real gen­
der. After she was re­
leased from prison, 
Saunders told jour­
nalist Cherry Smyth 
("Judge Frees Jailed 
Lesbian," Capital 

The smaller the town or city, the 
more working-class and younger 

the person, the more their under­
standing of gay sexuality will 
resemble something straight out 
of a 1950s lesbian pulp novel. 

Gay, June 19, 1992) that she had simply 
gone along with these stories because she 
was in love. "There never was no dildo," 
though, Saunders claimed. "They thought 

: there had to be a penis involved so they said 
; that about the dildo. My tongue," added the 
• witty dyke, "was good enough." 

Continued on page 38 

While activists debate over who lays claim to the tragedy of Brandon Teena and Sean 
O'Neil, an alarming number of transgendered youth-most of whom would find the terms 
of this debate perplexing at the least-are being murdered in America. 

• In Atlanta, 16-year-old Quincy Taylor was shot and dumped behind a grocery store last fall, 
the day before he was to enter the job Corp in Kentucky. No word on whether Taylor's mur­
der is linked to five other local murders-all of black, transgendered people-over the past 
four years. 

• Tyron "Tyra" Hunter, 21, was run over in a hit-and-run accident in Washington, DC. 
Emergency medical technicians stopped treating Hunter's wounds after they discovered she 
was a biological man. As bystanders yelled, "It don't make a difference, he's a human being," 
the tech allowed the bleeding transgendered woman to go untreated for up to five minutes. 
She died at a local hospital. Over 2,000 people attended her funeral. 

• Chanelle Pickett, 23 (whose twin sister, Gabrielle, is shown above), was strangled to death in 
Watertown, Massachusetts, by a 34-year-old computer programmer-and reputed transie 
admirer-who is claiming a "homosexual panic" defense. Pickett, a pre-op transsexual, had 
been fired by Nynex last year for defending herself against gender harassment. Over 200 peo­
ple gathered at Pickett's memorial, where mourners remembered her and another transsexual, 
Deborah Forte, who had been murdered in the same area just months before.-Diane Anderson 
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