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Now, don't panick, George, I'll have yo u looking li ke 
Georgette in no time !" 

CAROL BEECROFT, Editor 
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DON'T SAY VIRGINIA SENT ME 

Like any other pendulum, the TV pen
dulum is inclined to swing from one ex
treme to another, and this rather worries 
me. I have written about wisdom, mod
eration and perspective, but I feel in
clined to say a word here somewhat along 
the same lines. The readers of the Femme 
Mirror are predominantly those who are 
most interested in the subject. It is for 
this reason that a few words here may get 
directly to those most in need of them. 

When I first published Transvestia, it 
was, as you know, with the idea of help
ing readers to understand themselves, 
accept themselves and to stop feeling 
guilty and alone. I did not realize at the 
time that I was cutting the string holding 
a pendulum rather than just a suspended 
weight . By this analogy I mean that a 
weight that is held by a cord which is cu t 
simply falls from its previous position to 
a new one on the ground and stays there , 
but a pendulum swings - from one ex
treme to the other. I have found that 
many TVs are making this swing. In 
other words , from the extreme of isola
tion, fear, guilt, and loneliness some of 
them are going too far and too fast. Per
haps I should not say too far, maybe it 
would be more correct to say that they 
are inclined to do things that they would 
not do if they thought a little more about 
them, that is - use wisdom. In freeing 
people from the self -imp osed restraints 
of fear, guilt, and loneliness, I don't want 
to feel responsible for propelling them 
out in the world unprepared and thus 
possibly into the arms of trouble. 

I can well understand everyone's de
sire to go out. I do it all the time my 
self, but I'd like to feel that those who do 
decide to venture out on their own do so 
with a great deal of thought about con
sequences. One's desire in this direction 
can overwhelm one's good sense and lead 
one to do thin1is for which he is un-

clothes selection and walking in heels 
that you feel that you would not attract 
any undue attention in a crowd. That is 
fine and an obvious prerequisite but it is 
not the whole thing . One must also be 
prepared to cope with the world that 
lives outside your locked door . True, 
you can go out at night and walk around 
the block and this is the way most of us 
begin. But soon you become bolder, walk 
further, stay longer, go out earlier or go 
to some special place, like a theater or 
shopping . This is great too and none of 
us can blame you for wanting to do so. 
However, you must be aware that as you 
do get bolder you must also be better 
prepared, and this time not in appearance 
but in ability to cope with the world you 
will find out there. 

Someone speaks to you with a simple 
request for directions, or the time, or 
asks for a match, etc. Can you answer in a 
voice that does not betray you? Suppose, 
following my suggestions about the voice 
last time, that you have mastered this 
pretty well so that you can talk satisfac
torily as far as the sound is concerned. 
Can you say the right things in the righ t 
way? Are you able to think on your feet 
(heels) fast enough without getting 
butterflies and stuttering or hemming and 
hawing so that you can answer back the 
proper thing in the property way, or are 
you going to be so taken by surprise 
every time someone speaks to you that 
you will be unable to answer properly? 
If you have mastered the surprise bit are 
you still able to carry on whatever con
versation is necessary in an intelligent 
and friendly way? In short, can you live 
the part convincingly as well as look it? 
Lastly, suppose by some stroke of mis
fortune you are read by someone and are 
faced with the accusation that you are 
not what you appear to be? Or, in the 
worse case, suppose you get involved with 
the police even in some innocent way and 
are subsequently exposed. Are you pre
pared to explain your actions with suffi 
cient self confidence, dignity and clarity 
that you do not project guilt and shame 
to all who may hear to see you? 

This last kind of psychological prep
aration is more important than you think. 
To be caught without it in a tight spot 
will be something like going out all gus
sied up in all respects but finding out 
as you board the bus that you somehow 
have forgotten your wig and your crew 
cut dues feel kind of cool in the evening 
air. What to do? Be nonchalant, of 
course, light a Murad. But seriously, 
give some thought to the psychological 

. as well as the appearance side of the fem
ininity you wish to portray. Because it 

Femme Mirror should, as a result of 
ing the publication, decide that hE 
must go out Ii ke some of the other 
he reads about and then runs into trc 
of some kind. I'm proud to know th a 
efforts have helped many of you to I 
the chains of loneliness, non -unders 
ing and built, but I won't be prOL 
learn that such freedom has been 
because you went out into the cold 
tolerant world inadequately prepan 
hold your own. Don't say or t 
"well if it hadn't been for Virgini 
never have gotten into this mess." F 
remember that the Femme Mirror 
not be interpreted as encouraging 
one to either become a TV or t 
things as a TV just because other p, 
are or do certain things . In other v, 
we are not playing follow the leader 
it comes to tang I ing with the repn 
laws of our intolerant society. If ye 
these things, you do them on your 
and I'm not encouraging you. But i· 
must do them, then think the situ 
well through and don' t stop with j 
final glance to see if your seam 
straight and your lipstick unsmE 
Have your answers ready and you 
planations worked out in advance S< 

will be prepared for all events both 1 
ant and unpleasant. Have a good 
but don't say "Virginia Sent Me." 

Virginia Prince 
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WIVES TALK BICK 
WITH BERNADINE 

In previous issues we have discussed 
the foibles and failings of our dear hus 
bands and boyfriends in order that they 
would have a better understanding of our 
problems in coping with their Second 
Self. Now, I think the time has come 
when we should look at the nicer things 
about their personalities, the qualities 
that made us fall in love with them in 
the first place. Because if they didn't 
appeal to us more than any other guy we 
surely would not hav e wound up with 
these wedding rings on our fingers. 

Although non e of your letters to me 
have mentioned what made you choose 
to marry, every single letter has assured 
me that, although there were some 
things you would like to change, none of 
you could even stand the thought of liv
ing without your own dear TV husband. 

I'm wondering if the most important 
things about their personalities may stem 
from the fact that they were psychologi
cal trans vestites. I have attended dozens 
of meetings with Tri -Sig members, and 
I'm more than a casual observer of per
sonality . Psychology has been one of my 
main interests ever since I was a high 
school girl. Practically every TV in my 
acquaintance is refined and gentlemanl y 
toward women. Th ey are considerate of 
each other, also . They enjoy th e finer 
things in life: mu sic , art, dancing, educa
tion, religion, patriotism, and good con 
versation in pleasant company . Also they 
en joy the feel of cool wind, fine cloth 
and the taste of well-cooked food . More 
than other men, th ey truly enjoy the 
gentle emotions - yet, practically every 
member of Tri -Sig has served his country 
in tim e of war; ninety-nine times out of 
a hundred your own hu sband has been 
in either the Arm y , Navy, or Marine 
Corp s, unless th ere was some exceptional
ly good reason for him not to have 
served. Thi s holds true for all of our 

French nationality. Thos e are the ones 
that I have met; and I'm sure that it 
would hold true all over the world . 

What makes a man volunteer to fight 
for his country in time of war, even 
though he prefers the gentler forms of 
sports? I believe the answer is very sig
nificant to understanding our TV . He 
wants to do the honorable thing - the 
thing that he was taught as "right con 
duct." Otherwise he would feel that he 
had let himself down; because he holds · 
himself to a much higher standard than 
the average person. I have come to this 
conclusion because there are other things 
I have observed about our Tri-Sig mem 
bers . Practically all of them are well
educated men, good citizens in every 
sense of the word. What does it take to 
get a good education? First of all, it takes 
a degree of scholarship that had to be
gin in elementary school. These men were 
conscientious about doing their home
work, probably because they didn't want 
to let their parents down. They learned 
early to enjoy the feeling of surpassing 
their classmates in tests. They also 
learned early the fear of humiliation that 
comes to the person who is unprepared 
when the teacher asks them to answer 
a pertinent question about the daily les
son. I will even surmise further that our 
own dear TV was his parent's "good boy" 
and he tried hard to measure up to his 
parents expectations of him. One thing 
leads to another, so later he was an "A" 
student in high school, he followed the 
school nurse's admonishments about alco
hol and toothpaste, he tried his best to 
live by th e religion that was taught to 
him; and by the time he entered college, 
although no one else suspected it of him, 
he considered that he was a "scholar." 
He was also a perfectionist, and that is a 
very hard role to play. The perfection
ist holds himself to impossible standards. 
Thi s is where we came in, and one of the 
things that drew us to our mate. I believe 
it is due to this intense drive to be perfect 
that our man fell into crossdressing. He 
had to be the best little boy as a small 
child - he had to be t he best student as 
an adolescent - and then he had to be 
the best man as an adult. His rigid code of 
what it takes to be a male, and especially 
a perfect male, leaves no room for this 
oth er gentle , soft, feminine, wishy-washy, 
girlish behavior, that lurks in every man's 
personality. Our TV was simply unable to 
"let his hair down and cry" - but his 
own mental health demanded that he re
lax from the rigid, demanding male role, 
and in meeting that demand, he dis 
covered that he could escape into a day
dream world dof sheer femininity, much 
likP ;rn ;ir.tor who Psr.;inps into ;i r.h;irnr.-

male role without having altered i1 
iota. Most of our members began ' 
sing" when they were very young. -
was something very deep that made 
want to have the nice clothes tha 
longed to the feminine world. It 
have been the fact that little girl's ell 
are quite pretty, and our boy had a1 
fo r beauty, as wel I as for good grade 
also was human, and the fun of "s1 
ing" to do this very harmless and L 

tectable mischief satisfied his need 1 
naughty. It did not have the same c 
tations as stealing, or overt misbeh 
- and seldom brought on punish1 
from anyone in authority. 

I think it is good for us to spec1 
about this problem, and I would lik1 
our members and their wives to wri· 
me about what you believe regar 
cross-dressing. I really look forwar, 
letters, and try to work them into 
column without hurting anyone . 

Ode To a TV's Dream 

What starts a dream I'll never know, 
But I was at a fashion show. 
And on the stage what did I see? 
A dozen models. All were me! 

To the ladies of the town 
First I showed an evening gown. 
What a thrill to hear one say, 
"Just a bit decollete." 

The "Oh's" and "Ah's" as I came on 
In filmy, swirling blue chiffon, 
And then (I know I looked real cute1 

In hat and gloves and a mink trimme 
suit. 

And then with all my female guile 
Paraded up and the down the aisle 
In six inch heels (a bit unstable) 
In a thirty thousand dollar sable. 

Showing off those sexy scanties, 
Lacy bras and lacy panties. 
Bitchy bras, so all could see 
What they did for a Forty D. 

In a mini-skirt, high heels and hose 
I had it made, as the saying goes, 
When all the males in a body rose 
Crying, "Mama, buy me one of thost 

The alarm went off and that damnea 
clock 

A wakened me, and with a shock 
I had to quit my modelling job. 
I was back in life , a working slob. 

P.S. 
Of course there had to be one guy 
With monkey business in his eye. 
"My apartment , dear, you'll simply I 

it.,, 
To which I replied, "Shove it." 



An in-depth study of American come
dians would surely turn up mov ie stills of 
virtually every great or near -great male 
funny -man engaged in the h ilarious 
schtick of putting on a dress . The psy 
chological bas is for the laugh response to 
public cross-dressing would make a very 
interesting master's thesis for some 
student. 

Cross-dressing for laughs has been a 
part of human recreation for as long as 
man has existed. Those of us who care 
have found references to it in history and 
literature nearly everywhere we have 
looked. Shakespeare began his play Tam
ing of the Shrew with a transvestic sub
trifuge to make a fool out of a tinker. 
Benvento Cellin i played a simila r trick 
among the Italians in the middle 1500's. 

In our time many comedians have 
used cross-dressing as a tool of comedy. 
Charlie Chapl in made one transvest ic 
film . Milton Berle is known for his cross 
cavorting. Everyone , of course, knows 
Gerald ine's famous excuse (whicr I use 
on occasion ), "the Devil made me buy 
this dress!" The famous Julian Eltinge 
did female dress ing so well that there was 
actually a fashion magazine produced 
monthly under his name and, as far as 
is known, he is the only female imper
sonator to have a theater named after 
him. 

The regularity with which some com
ed ians used the female role for a gag 
makes many of us wonder if humor was 
their only motive. 

Neither Laurel nor Hardy is known to 
have been a transvestite and while this 
article recalls several of their films that 
contain cross-dressing, it should be men 
tioned that together they made 105 mov
ies. Each made many movies separately. 
Of the Laurel and Hardy films, only eight 
have cross-dressing scenes. 

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. dedicated his 
novel, Slapstick, to Laurel and Hardy . 
He said that the slapstick comedies pro
duced by these men portray what life 
felt like to him. The part of Laurel and 
Hardy which enriched and fascinated 
people, and produced laughter at the 
same time, was their ability to accept all 
of the trials, adversities and tests of I ife 
and do their best to survive them. The 
more ridiculous the situation, the harder 
they worked to succeed, thus getting into 
more hilariously embarrasing straits. 

asking "Why? Why? Why?" The circum
stances in which we find ourselves are just 
there. Like Laur el and Hardy, we should 
gain strength and survive . 

Biographer John McCabe said that 
"Laurel and Hardy were joined by acci 
dent and grew by indirection" They first 
worked together in Lucky Dog in 1917, 
later joining the Hal Roach studios as 
a team in 1926. Their backgrounds were 
dissimilar. 

Arthur Stanley Jefferson (Laurel) was 
born in Ulverston, England in 1890, the 
son of a successful showman. His mother 
was a distinguished actress . By 191 O he 
was doing comedy with anoth er unknown 
- Charles Spencer Chaplin . He set tled in 
Los Angeles in 1926. 

"Babe" No rwell Hardy (Oliver was 
added later) was born in Georgia in 1892, 
son of a politician . Upon the death of his 
father his mother bought a hotel. Ollie 
always claimed his charact er studies came 
from hours of watch ing people in the 
lobby of that hote l. He joined a troupe of 
minstrels at the age of eight as a boy 
soprano, later turn ed to the study of law 
at the University of Georgia, but lost 
interest and entered movies at age 18. 

By 1927, the boys had made four 
movies together . Their fifth, IM1y Girls 
Love Sailors, was the first to feature 
cross -dressing. The plot surrounds the 
kidnapping of Stan 's girlfriend by a rough 
sea captain (Ollie) . To get his girl back 
Stan dons women's clothes and goes 
aboard ship to vamp Ollie . Ollie's wife 
comes aboard unannounced, thereby giv
ing Stan and his girl a chance to escape. 

This film is no longer available and onl 
few stills exist to show what Stan 
looked like in early drag . 

Later that year they made Sugar D 
dies in which Stan again cross-dresses 
help someone escape through a he 
lobby. The attempt, of course, end! 
complete confusions and disarray ir 
spinning barrel in a fun house. A pol 
man in pursuit lifts up a woman's c 
(it just happens to be the same as the 
Stan is wearing) and the woman knc 
him flat. 

Another 1927 film, Putting Pants 
Philip, is not transvestic but the dialo 
tend s toward it. Here Stan appear! 
the Scottish nephew of Ollie . Stan ha 
overactive libido and wears kilts throt 
out the production. Ollie tries to k 
him from leering at women on the str 
His kilts draw attention and a en 
gathers. He walk s over a ven tilator g 
and his kilt flies up , two girls faint a1 
cop yells, "This dame ain't got no lin~ 
on!" So Ollie extracts Stan from 
scene to a tailor to get pants made. ! 
is adamant that no obscene tailor is g 
to measure his inseam. He is mo 
affronted by the handling. He crie! 
never wore a set of pants in my Ii 
and a struggle to subdue him to ge1 
measurement ensues. Finally, the 
umphant tailor yells "Thirty-three!" 
Stan cries as if his virginity has 
taken, "the Bide -a-Wee Club shall 
of this!" Stan again begins to chase; 
he sees and rips off his kilt to co, 
mud puddle for her in gallant style. 
steps on the kilt and sinks to his arr 

This is a lousy place. 
They won't let me 
wear my pegnoirs 
or wear make-up. 
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Wom en especially seem to enjoy the 
1isual hilarity of a man in skirts. Julia 
Julian Eltinge's most avid fans were 
Nomen . Women also enjoyed th e frilly 
rntics of the Laural and Hardy films. 

Their Purple Moment was screened 
n 1928. It was " Dedicated to husbands 
Nho 'hold out' part of the pay envelope 
Jn their wives - and live to tell about 
t ." Through a series of misdeeds in a 
·estaurant the film ends in a pie-throwing 
rielee of grand proportions. Stan had sug
}ested a different ending to this film, 
Nhich probably would have been funnier . 
fhe boys, in fleeing their wives, were to 
;tumble into a midget's dressing room 
ind dress up as midget women in 1890's 
}arb and escape out of the cafe on their 
<nees. 

The 1929 film, That's My Wife, fea
tures a plot in which Ollie's wife leaves 
1im despite the fact that his rich Uncle 
3ernal will disinherit him if his wife 
eaves him. Bernal has never met Ollie's 
Nife, so Stan is conscripted to mas 
:iuerade as the wife . Stan dresses from the 
;kin out in the wife's clothes and a large 
joll's wig is placed on his head. Ollie 
jecides he needs more contour and hands 
him a small dumbell to give him busts . 

When Uncle Bernal arrives Ollie pre
pares him by saying she isn't much to 
look at but she's a real clown. Stan falls 
down the stairs proving Ollie right. This 
also gives the audience a chance to see 
Stan's pretty silk lingerie. The women 
in the movie theater went wild. 

The story progresses to a local cafe for 
dinner and dancing. At the cafe, several 
pratfalls occur and the dumbell falls out , 
Stan trips on it and falls on the table. A 
waiter slips and falls into a large cake he 
is carrying . A drunk shamefully flirts with 
Stan and a struggle ensues. The waiter 
is tripped anew into another cake and 
Ollie dumps a bowl of soup over the 
drunk's head. 

The embarrasing but screamingly 
funny circumstances grow when Stan and 
Ollie are dancing as a thieving waiter 
drops a stolen necklace down Stan's 
dress. The headwaiter announces every
one will have to be searched . Ollie panics 
and thrusts his hand down inside Stan's 
dress to extricate the necklace. Stan's 
nylons fall down, more groping, feeling . 
Other dancers are shocked by the lewd 
scene. Stan and Ollie go behind a screen 
to search further , but a waiter takes the 
screen away. They retire to a phone 
_booth but have to leave it disgracefully 
to allow someone a call. 

Th e necklace has dropped out and 
been found, but not knowing it the paw
ing and groping continues between the 
"couple." 

The scene ends on the floor in a 
shameful and hilarious tangle of satin 
dress, pearls, Stan and Ollie, to the 
- 1 - 1'.-L-o. -.&. -o.L.- _.,.....,_..,._..,.,...o#,. 

Stan and Ollie surrepticiously take charge 
of renting a palatial residence which 
boasts a butler and maid, find the 
servants have left, necessitating the dres 
sing of Stan in corsets, classic black silk 
maid's uniform and white ruffled apron. 
This charade develops into many funny 
moments in this film. 

The classic cross-dressing film of 
American comedy has to be the 1933 of 
fering Twice Two in which Stan plays 
himself and Ollie's wife, and Ollie plays 
himself and Stan's wife . These are not 
disguises, but presented as characters in 
this film. The audience found fun not 
only in the canny and satiric patter be
tween the couples, but in the impersona 
tions and clever double-camera tricks. 
The feminine finery is luscious and the 
boys revel in the parts. I remember , as a 
child, watching every moment with ner
vous wide eyes! 

The unforgettable fantasy Babes In 
Toy/and ( 1934) featured material lifted 
fully out of Disney's Snow White. The 
song "Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf" 
is actually used, as are the three pigs, 
etc., etc. The plot involves a mortgage 
held by the wicked Barnaby who wants 
to marry Bo-Peep. He forces her into 
marraige but the boys have a plan. Stan 
is dressed up as the bride and "marries" 
Barnaby, who finds he has married a 
man only when he raises the veil for a 
kiss. With the mortgage destroyed all 
rejoice except Stan. Ollie tells him he is 
now married to Barnaby and will have t 
to live with him. Stan cries, "I don't 
want to stay here with him." Ollie asks 
why . Stan replies, "I don't love him!" · 

After a kind of open war it all ends 
happily with toy soldiers routing tho 
enemy and Bo-Peep getting the boy she 

It all started when I 

Jitterbugs of 1943 features Stan a 
Ollie as a desert-stranded two-man jitt 

. bug band. A girl they meet is conned c 
of $10,000 in a land deal which allo 
Stan another opportunity to d 
women's clothing to become the "we 
thy aunt" of the girl and eventually 
cover the girl's money. 

Though not a major part of the L; 
rel and Hardy success story, cross-dr 
sing did have importance in their app 
to the public. These creative men w, 
the bearers of comedy to the world . 
they gave us a little something special. 

When the circumstances in life tend 
overwhelm me and I start to questi 
who and what I am, I remember Bab 
exasperated intonation, "this is anotl 
fine mess you've gotten me into," an 
smile and try to survive the tests . 

Thanks Stan. Thanks Ollie. Stan d 
in 1968, Ollie in 1957 . 1 miss 'em. 

POET'S 
CORNER 
An Easter Girl 

I often dream night and day 
of being the beautiful girl 
in the Easter Parade , 
so delightfully feminine, 
in a white cotton dress 
with tiers of delicate lace 
on my lovely full skirt, and 
billowing sleeves that narrow 
to laced frothy, lacey cuffs, 
and pretty lace adorns my 
bosom and high open collar. 
My dreamy skirt floats above my 
taffeta white lacey petticoats 
just below my knees. 
In open -toed white high heels 
with thin straps and red toenails 
I stroll down the street 
twirling my sweet sissy parasol 
over my wide brim, floppy white hat 
tied over my long, soft hair with a wic 
white ribbon under my chin in a bow . 
My darling GG girl and I would be 
dressed as lilac perfumed girlish twins, 
I all in white and she all in soft blue. 
As the photographers snap us, 
our skirts swirl and swish about our le 
and our long, soft, scented hair about 

out faces 
in the nice, cool , brisk breeze, 
and we are judged the most lovely tw< 

girls 
in that darling Easter Parade. 
What a joyful, divine dream, 
which could come true . 
Oh, I so wish that it would. 



FOUR WONDER FUL DAYS AS YOUR 
FEMININE SELF IN THE FALL OF 1979 

Your Editor and V irginia have recog 
nized the need for our sisters to get to
gether on more than a local basis. Having 
frie nds nearby can be very satisfying but 
meeting peop le from 3000 miles away 
can be very insp iring and motivating. 
Then , too, being around many sisters 
and being able to go ou t en-f emme "on
the-town" makes t he to tal experience 
most wort hwhile. Then, to put icing on 
the cake, to have informative and inter
esting seminars about our favori te subject 
allows the individual to return home 
tru ly informed and mo t ivated to help 
others. 

In this light we have decided to have 
a four-day con vention in hisotrical NEW 
OR LEANS. The festive air and charm of 
this exciting city is like Mardi-Gras all 
year 'round . Our convention will be in 
the heart of the historical French Ouarter 

where Jazz was born . Al Hirt , Pete Foun
tain and other famou s entertainers still 
perform there. Many famous restaurants 
dot the scene including Antoines, Bro s
sards, Brennans and Delmonicos. Th ere 
are the Bayous, Pirate' s Al ley, which was 
the haunt of pirates and smugglers, 
southern plantati ons, horse -driven carri 
ages, sternwheelers along the banks of 
the Missipssippi River , Superdome, Drag 
Shows at the " Post Office" and "Caba 
ret," Bourbon Street , lace-work balcon 
ies and countless other interesting sites. 
The "magic" of New Orleans is like no 
other city in the world . 

Th e convention will begin on a Thur s
day and end on Sunday . It will blend a 
combination of get-togethers, demonstra 
tion s and social activities. You can dress 
en femm e all the time . All members of 
Tri -Sigma and their wives are invited to 

attend. It was also decided to allo\11 
non -member T Vs to attend, so th, 
might get to know us better . Mc 
tails will be given each time the f 
Mirror is printed. 

We have selected NANCY (CA -· 
our Western Division Leader, to , 
nate this activity. She has consi c 
exper ience in arranging such event: 
notably the Shangra-la weekend i1 
port, Mississsippi. She has also at 
Mardi Gras in New Orleans . Plans i 
several guest speakers, shopping tri 1 
ing out, special meetings for I 
tours, demonstrations, and even 
to a beauty parlor en femme. S, 
making plans to attend thi s com 
this fall . Drop a note to your Edi · 
let her know that you plan to 
You will be informed at a lat er 
the weather and other incidenta ls. 



IHIIEIRIE ANID TIHIIEIRIE 
Cather ine (FA U-1-P) goes the extra 

mile fo r her sist ers in Australia . She 
recen tl y wro te to the sta te library and 
asked if t he y woul d accep t as a dona tion 
the book Underst anding Crossdressing. 
Sh e expla ined that th e con ten ts of th e 
book could save so me on e fro m th e sexu al 
re assignm ent op eratio n. So on aft er she 
rece ived a letter from th e Senior Adult 
Lending Librar ian o f th e State Library in 
South Austral ia who wro te : "Thank you 
for your lett e r regarding the book Under 
standing Crossdressing. We would be 
pleas ed to accept your kind off er to do 
nat e a copy of the abov e book ." So Cath 
e rin e sent th em a copy of the book and 
we hop e that it helps Tvs in many ways. 
But her act ivit y on behalf of her Tv sis
t e rs everywh ere shou ld encourag e many 
of you gals out there to copy her and do 
nat e a copy of Virgin ia's book to the li
br ar y in YOUR area. 

We here at headquart ers are sorry 
that Charlene CA-64 -P has been under the 
,veathe r with a stroke. Under Doctor's 
Jrd e rs sh e has not been able to do any 
Nriting, although Carol has been able to 
Jick up he r tasks so things still run 
,moothly. We hope that Charlen e -.viii be 
'ee ling bett er soon . 

ALL TV .SIN THE HOSPITAL 
AREN'T TRANSISTORIZED 

By Betty Jo (CA -2-G) 
I t h ink th e qu esti on most frequ ent ly 

sked of Tv s (aft e r ' 'Whi ch bathroom do 
o u use? ") is "what wo uld y.ou do if you 
ad to be t aken t o th e ho spital wh en 
ressed? " 

Wel l, here is my ex perien ce. First let 
,e exp lain th at I live full t ime as a wo-
1an. I have been living th is way fo r sev
·al years an d I do not hav e any ma le 
othes to wear even if I wan te d to. 

It all starte d one m orn ing wh en I had 
t er ri ble pain in my chest . I su ffere d 

ith the pai n for about tw o and a ha lf 
our s with no sign of it d im in ish ing. It 
as about 5 a.m. wh en I fi na lly called 
1e parame dic s. Whe n th ey arr ived the y 
ive me some firs t aid and rushed me t o 
,e hosp it al. 

Aft er I get to the emergency room in 
1e hosp ital is when t hey found out I was 
Jt what I first appeared . Although my 
entifi cation (so cial security, medicare, 
:c .) is in my femme nam e , when th ey 
3d to undr ess me and put on one of 
1os e ugly hospital gowns my tru e sex 
as revealed. 

They put me int e nsive care for four 
1ys wh ere nobody was concern ed about 
x or gender. When I was able to get out 
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t hree beds in each roo m and t he y had to 
keep the same se x in each ro om . 

Fi na lly , they solv ed th e probl em by 
m oving me to what appea red to be th e 
exe cut ive sui te . It had panell ed walls , 
a p rivate show er, and a patio. I was kept 
the re until I was finally discharg ed. Dur
ing this period I was worried who was go
ing to pay for this obviously exp ensive 
room. I was finally relieved to find out 
that my medic are insurance would take 
car e of the cost. When I asked my nurs e 
why I was given such a nice room, she 
explained that they couldn't put me in 
with either the men or th e women. So a 
privat e room was the obvious solution . 

Durin g my stay I was visited by some 
of the nurs es who were interested in 
learning about "girls" like me . I told 
them that as long as it wasn't just idle 
curiousity I would be glad to discuss 
transvestism with th em. They were very 
att entive and thanked me for my frank 
discussion about our life style. 

I questioned my doctor about how he 
fe lt about treating a TV . He said that he 
didn't care I was still just a patient in 
need of medical care. One thing, I 
couldn't get him to spell my name JO. 
He always spelled it JOE. Habits are 
hard to break . 

So, that's my story. If fo r some reason 
you have t o go to the hospial when you 
are d ressed in fem me attire do not be 
overly conc ern ed as to how you will be 
tr eated . Th ey ar e more co nce rned with 
ma tters of life or death an d a person's 
life styl e is of secondary importanc e. 

Your edit or has received comp ai nt s fro m 
t ime to t ime fr om tho se sisters who send 
out le tt ers and th en recei ve fe w, if any , 
repl ies. In all fai rn ess, sisters, sin ce m ost 
o f your have ind icated in the D ir ectory 
th at yo u wi ll answe r lett ers, you shou ld 
have the co ur tesy to a t least drop th e 
wr i ter a lett er ind icating that you are 
un abl e to wr i te at th is tim e. To help 
el imi na te som e of the d isappoi nts , your 
ed i tor has disc ussed w i th Virgi ni a the 
"o p ening" o f a co lum n fo r sisters who 
want to write (or recei ve) let ters . Th is 
co lum n will lis t th e sister s b y fem me 
name and code nu mber and in di ca ted 
whether they are l ooki ng for cor res
onde n ts or will answer le tt ers directed 
to them. (or bot h) . This way we will 
take the gamble out of our sisters 
directing a let ter to a cer tain sister, no 
knowing whether that sister will re 
ply _ A nd th ose sisters who receive 
littl e mail, but who are int erest ed in 
recei ving such, will have an opportun
ity to let others know their wishes. 
And we will remove name s from the 
list if we get complaints that such sis
ters a, e no responding to lette rs sen t 
to the. All sisters who seriously desire 
to correspond wi th others sh o uld drop 

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST 

Sally Ann (MD-7-K) enjoys an evening 
San Francisco in 1949. 

The above photo was taken in S, 
Francisco many years ago at the home 1 

a relative. Sally Ann says that th is was 
weekend "gctme" for her relatives ar 
little did they know "how much I love 
that Saturday night, strolling down t t 
city streets with my skirts about my le! 
and carrying a purse. I was 18 then . No 1 
that even under that bulky coat I was 
slender girl. I tell you that when she PL 
that bra on me and gave me the pantif 
and garter be lt to put on , and then he 
long , lovely satin black slip with lace, 
almost me lted. I had on a Mexican blous 
and sk irt and those slippers were the onl 
shoes she had that I could fit into . Sh 
did my eyebrows , my eyes, makeup , Ii~ 
stick and paint ed my na ils. She lent m 
gloves and tiny pearl earrings . Thi 
started in th e middle of a Saturday after 
noon on a chilly summer day. "Let' 
d ress Karl up as a girl and go shoppin 
in the evening," my aunt said. Sh , 
thought it was cute. So I became a gir 
and hat ed to take her clothes off in th 1 
lat e evening . I felt just like an 18 yea 
old girl. That evening is still vivid in m\ 
mind as my aunt kept te lling me ho111 
beautiful I was and that I should hav1 
been a girl. I could not te ll her that 
loved it since the whol e th ing was sup 
posed to be a joke . But my aunt real izec 
that there wa s mo re than app eared on the 
surfa ce beca use she gave me a packag e t c 
take ho me with me - wh ich, as I d is 
covered later on, wa s a beau tif ul night 
gown. Sh e had th e insight and co m pas
sion to see that in reality , at least for that 
ouoni.-.,.. rhn t,......,,J ... -=-• L- · · ..... , . 



TRANSVESTISM & 
TRANSEXUALIS M 

IN TH E CLASSICA L WORLD 

Cont 'd fro m previous issue 

Transvestism has been the subj ect of 
scholarly discussion only a few decades 
longer than that of transsexualism. The 
phenomenon was described in some de 
tail in the book Die Transvestiten by 
Magnus Hirschfelt who also coined the 
term and distinguished it from homo
sexuality. Hirschfeld was not entirely 
satisfied with this Lat in term meaning 
cross -dressing but concluded that it best 
described the phenomenon. He later 
descr ibed some five types: 

1. The heterosexual var iety. 
2. The Bixexual variety with an at 

traction to virile women and feminine 
men. 

3. The homosexual variety . 
4 . The Narcissistic variety, in which 

the feminine component of the subject's 
nature gave satisfaction to his masculine 
components . 

5. The asexual variety in which the 
subject is of te n impotent and finds full 
satisfacton in some feminine occupa 
tion, such as that of domestic servant. 

P. Nacke, Edward Carpenter, and 
Havelock Ellis, among others, were also 
pionee ring investigators into the su bject . 
El I is coined the term "Eon ism" based on 
the career of the Chevalier d'Eon, an 
e ighteent h century male who lived much 
of his life as a woman. It is Hirschfeld's 
term, however, which has survived. 
There has been an increasing amount of 
research into the subject but discussion 
of this research will be confined to a later 
paper. Hirschfeld also collected a num
ber of incidents of cro ss-dress ing in his
torical literature. Unfortu natel y , it is next 
to imp ossible from the histori cal litera
ture to fo llow any of t he catego ries ad
vanced by Hirschfel d . Occas ion al ly the re 
migh t be some hin ts as t o th e reas ons for 
cros s-d ressing, but most ly all that can be 
said is that cross -dr essin g took place. 

Tra nsvestism, however defined, would 
seem to have bee n dependent upon the 
developm ent of clot hes. Nu merous rea
so ns have been advanced for the wearing 
of clothes but they might be broken 
down into five general cate gories: 

1. Man invented clothing as a pro
tection against the elements, especially 
against the cold . 

2. Clothing was invented for social 
reasons to distinguish the class status of 
various members of a group. 

3. Clothes were worn for moral rea
sons, primarily a sense of shame at the . -· ··· -• ------

cation or to appeal to the opposite sex. 
5. Clothes were originally apotro

paic, designed to avert or turn away the 
effects of magic, sorcery, the evil eye, 
and hostile spirits. At the same time they 
allowed the wearer to conserve or contain 
his or her own pow er. 

In the light of current scholarship, 
some of these reasons would seem to have 
greater validity than others. There is, for 
example, only the roughest kind of rela
tionship between clothing and climatic 
conditions. The effect of environment 
upon clothing has been a matter of con 
troversy at least since Charles Darwin re
ported that the natives of Tierra del 
Fuego at the tip of South America wore 
no clothing. Darwin stated that after see
ing such men, 

on e can hardly mak e one's self believe 
that they are fellow-creatures. and in
habitants of the sam e world. It is a com
mon subject of conjecture what plea
sures in life some of the lower animals 
can enjoy: how much more reasonably 
the same question may be asked with 
respect to thes e barbar ians! At night, 
five or six human being s, naked and 
scarcely protected from the wind and 
rain of this tempes t uous climate , sleep 
on the wet ground coiled up like animals . 

In general the human body has consid
erable ab ility to adjust to varied cli
mates, although there are obviously 
limits to the length of time and to the 
extremes that a person can endure. 
Modesty has also been challenged as a 
prime reason for wearing clothes since 
if modesty was innate it would seem 
ti would be the same the world over. 
This is just not th e case although most 
cultures have some portion of the hu
man body which is usually not ex
posed. Status differentiation has been 
observed in eve n the most primitive 
of tribes and it can be indicated by an 
article of clothing, a feather, a piece 

of jewelry, or even paint. lJecorat1 0 
or clothing can also serve aesthetic 
sexual purposes and it is sometime 
difficult to distinguish status reasor 
from aesthetic ones . Bright color : 
glitter, painted symbols, earring · 
even teeth filed to a point hav e bee 
held by various societies to be effe, 
tive ways of frightening away ev 
influences. Not so surprisingly statL 
differentiation, aesthetic -sexu . 
appearance, and magical -religious re 
sons have also been advanced as po 
sible explanations for transvestisn 
Th is might indicate that transvestis , 
has existed as long as clothes ha, 
existed. 

Magical Religious Transvestism 
In many parts of the Middle Ea 

today boy bab ies are often disguis1 
as girls during their infancy in ord 
that they not attract the attention 
the evil eye which much prefers bo 
to girls. There is also considerat 
disguise at other crucila periods sui 
as marriage or during pregnancy. 

Sir James Frazer in his Gold, 
Bough reported several instances 
magical -religious transvestism . T 
male , who was chosen by a godd( 
as her minister or mouthpiece, , 
sumed female attire, and was thenc 
forth regarded and treated as 
woman. Transv estism in such cases VI 

accepted as a supernatural commar 
Mircea Eliad held that tran svestis 
shamans were exemplars of earl 
beliefs in feminine magic and ma 1 
archal mythology . The person w 
dressed as a woman was looked up 
as combining both sexes in his persc 
and thus was able to serve as an 
fective intermediary between the t · 
cosmological planes, the femini 
earth, and the masculine heaven. T 
kind of transvestism apparently c 

a woman you'll have to do chores 
like one. 



which begins to approach it is that of 
Tiresias, who after being temporarily 
converted into a woman, received the 
gift of prophecy. Some elements of 
earlier magical beliefs in transvestism , 
nonetheless, probably existed in the 
Greek stories of the Scythians . Among 
the Scythians were a group known as 
Enarees who dressed as females and 
had the gift of divination. Herodotus 
explained that these men were des
cendants of those who had been 
cursed with the "feminine disease" 
by Aphrodite for pillaging her temple 
at Ascalon in Palestine . Hippocrates 
who called such individual Anarieis 
claimed that they were honored by the 
Scythians who attributed their condi
tion to divinity. He reported that 
these men were impotent, did 
woman's work, and spoke like women, 
but nonetheless other men prostrated 
themselves before them for fear that 
the gods might similarly punish them. 
Hippocrates, however, rejected the 
supernatural explanation but claimed 
that the condition was due to the fact 
that the Scythians were always on 
horseback . This caused many men to 
become temporarily impotent and, if 
impotency continued, some came to 
believe they had committed a sin 
against the gods, put on women's 
clothing, and devoted themselves to 
feminine occupations. Hippocrates 
also emphasized that the illness usually 
attacked only the most powerful and 
richest men who then became power
ful shamans. Aristotle described the 
disease as being hereditary among 
the Scythian kings. Both Hippocrates 
and Aristotle imply that there was 
considerable ambiguity towards those 
Enarees who were both respected and 
feared. 

Though transvestistic shamans were 
lacking in classical Greece, it seems 
clear that wearing the clothes of the 
opposite sex often had magical conno
tations. In Sparta, for example, it 
was the custom for the yo ung bride's 
head to be shaved by the woman in 
charge of her who then dressed her in 
male clothing. The bride then laid 
down on the bed alone until her hus
band secretly came to her. She ap
parently did not resume her place 
among the women until she was preg
nant. At Argos, the bride wore a false 
beard on the wedding night . In Cos, 
the husband put on the dress of a 
woman to receive his new bride. There 
are many similar instances . 

In general, however, there are far 
more cases of men dressed as women 
than women as men. The reasons for 
this discrepancy are not entirely clear . 
Female transvestism might be under
reported simply because the sources 
were written by men who normally 
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male permitted him to do things 
which men might not otherwise have 
been allowed to do. Plutarch, for ex
ample, reported that the Lycians wore 
women's clothing in mourning in order 

to remind them to cut short the kind of 
lamentations in which women alone 
should indulge. The obvious difficulty 
with this explanation is that the lives of 
women were far more circumscribed than 
men. Why did not more women disguise 
themselves as warriors? It is true that 
male clothing, particularly of the soldier, 
was more revealing that that of the fe
male, and this meant that women would 
have had more difficulty in passing as 
men but there would still be a large num
ber who physiologically would have 
found it possible. The answer might well 
be psychological, that men were much 
more sexually aroused by cross-dressing 
than women were. Women might disguise 
themselves to achieve a particular end but 
men might enjoy the experience more. 
There is some evidence for this kind of 
explanation in classical literature since 
so many of the male transvestistic epi
sodes are linked with heterosexual union. 
The answer might also be sociological, 
that men with the higher status could 
for temporary reasons assume the dress 
of the lower status sex without threaten
ing their own image, but for women to 
dress as men was much too serious a chal
lenge to male supremacy to leave 
unpunished. 

Disguise 
Disguising oneself as a girl or woman 

allowed a boy or man to approach the 
female in whom he was interested with
out passing through all the obstacles 
which the Greeks had erected to protect 
the fairer sex or which women set up to 
protect themselves. There are several 
examples of such cross -dressing in Greek 
and Latin literature . The story of Hymen
aeus is a typical case. In the Attic version 
of the story Hymenaeus, a youth from 
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self as a girl in order to follow the yo1 
Athenian maiden whom he loved. · 
disguise was necessitated by the fact t 
her parents disapproved of the cot 
ship. While attending a feast in disgl 
Hymenaeus and some of the maid 
were carried off by pirates. Later, Hy, 
naeus, with his "superior" mascul 
strength, managed to kill the pin: 
in their sleep, marry his beloved, , 
become the champi o n of all women , 
girls. In art, he is represented as a be 
tifully winged youth, similar to E1 
only with a more serious expressi , 
carrying in his hand the marriage to l 
and nuptial veil. 

Leucippus of Ellis (who also appea1 
in a transsexual episode) is a variant 
the same theme. Leucippus fell in I< 
with the fair Daphne who hated rr 
enough to desire to remain a virgin. [ 
guising himself as a girl, he managed 
ingratiate himself with Daphne so succe 
fully that she could not bear to q 
caressing him. Apollo, knowing of 1 
disguise, and desirous of the fair Daph 
for himself, advised her and her girl co 
panions to bathe in the nude to ma 
certain that everyone in their compa 
was a woman. Leucippus, after being c 
covered, was killed. 

There is another version of the Leuc 
pus story with the sex roles reversed. 
the variant version Leucippe (feminir 
set out to find her sister, Theonoe w1 
had been captured by the pirates and h 
father who disappeared while hunting f 
his daughter. After consulting the gc 
Apollo, Leucippe disguised herself as 
priest. Theonoe, who had become ti 
concubine of King Icarus saw the youi 
priest and fell in love with him. Leucipp 
who apparently failed to recognize h 
sister, refused to respond whereup< 
Theonoe gave orders that she be ex 
cuted. Inevitably the person sent to ex 
cute her was her own father who hi 

Cont'd in next issue. 
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PATRICIA ~IRS \JIE:WS ON THE: GIRL WITH-IN 
Dear Virginia : 

I agree with you entirely! I don't 
t hink that th e clothing in and of itself 
has any significance to a real, deep down 
TV. Sure , there are som e of us who do 
get/obtain some form of excitation by 
touching certain feminine garments or 
from having a soft underbarment next to 
our skin. However, it is the totality of 
being dressed up en femme , with makeup 
and jewelry, etc ., that brings about a 
scnergy that overcomes our maleness 
(both physical and psychological) and 
frees the girl within us - which, I feel, is 
simply expressing our femininity. That' s 
what I like about dressing up - I become, 
I am, Patricia Louise. 

Right now - at this very minute - I'm 
wearing femme clothing which other TVs 
might find repulsive or butch. I am wear
ing a beautiful pair of navy blue slacks 
(casual type), a beautiful pink shirt 
blouse with knotted bow, under a blue/ 
tan/p ink V-neck sweater -all of which 
came from the Misses section of various 
stores in the Pittsburgh /Greensburg area . 
I'm also wearing light blue match ing 
panties and bra, thigh highs and women's 
shoes and all the ma keup, nail polish and 
jr,welry a normal woman would wear 
wh en dressed casually. 

While I cannot help but feel the tight 
ness of the elas t ic top of my th i-highs o r 
the pressure of the ea rrings on my ear 
lob es, my nylon undies have lost the ir 
softness and have become what they 
really are - undergarments. But putting it 
all together brings about a change in me 
- she is called Patricia - I am Patricia. 

But you have to put my attire ("un i
form"?) in its prope r perspective. It's 
Sunday and a cool , rainy day so Patri
c ia' s activit ies were doing the laundry 
(some of which belong to her brother), 
clea n ing house , etc . So - blacks , blouse 
an d swe ater would seem appropriate . 
Isn 't tha t wha t most girls would wear fo r 
that occasion? (I just looked at myself in 
a full length mirror and I don't th ink the 
slacks diminish my femininity one micro
bit . What I see in that mirror and what 
I feel is my femininity - and that turns 
me on - I see Patricia Louise.) 

As I reread the pages and articles re
ferred to by Teddie in her letter to you 
and focused on the word femininity, I 
real ized why I enjoyed DREAM so 
much this pas t September. It was a whole 
new experience for me, not only because 
I had never seen a TV before, but also 
because it was a fantastic seven days of 
see ing my femme self emerging. I was 
Patr icia Lou ise and was never called by 
my male name - and even more im
portant, no one even cared what my male 
name is. 
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mee t ing, or spen t a weeke nd en femme 
along with a bunch of "girls " . I was seen 
and tre ated like a woman - even by t he 
real girls who were there : t he GG' s, th e 
instruct ors of th e Charm Scho o l, 
th e girls in th e bo utiq ue sho p, beauty 
parlor , etc. Even we TVs tr eated each 
other as femm es. I q uick ly lost my fea rs 
and appr ehension and I didn't feel silly 
or guilty about being con st antly en 
femme. I just felt good , happy , at ease, 
at peace , etc. I felt that I was Patricia 
Louise - that I was a woman and for got 
that I was just dressed as one. 

In conclusion, I t h ink that the cloth 
ing, cosmet ics, jewelry, wigs or hairstyl 
ing, etc . by themselves are just ob jects. 
It is when their sum is greater than th eir 
total that a senergy occurs and something 
different is created. That, I beli eve, is 
the resultant femminity to which you 
referred. 

Virginia, please forgiv e me, but even 
though this is already a long letter, I feel 
a need to add another thought. Now that 
I have att ende d my first DREAM and 
met oth er TV s (and have since att ende d 
a meet ing of the Pit t sburgh/Clevela nd 
chapt er of Paradis e), I have firmed up a 
thought I deve lop ed wh ile read ing Un
derstanding Cross Dressing, Transvestia 
and other TV pub licat ions . That thought 
is that if we T Vs get too engrossed in o ur 

femme side, our pe rfor mance in our 1 

ious male role s can be impac ted nega 
e ly. I think you have t o have a good h 
d ie on yo ur self - your who le se lf, b 
fem in ine and mascul ine - if you rr 
fu ncti on as a mal e pa rt o f th e time in 
"r eal " world . Th e n icest, most int eres1 
and mo st help ful "girl s" I have r 
through Tr i-Sigma and DREAM are 1 
sons who are capable and succ essfu 
their on -the -job roles and hav e develo 
a proper balanc e betwe en th eir ferr 
selves and their re lationship with t i 
spouses . Even thos e wh o have been 
orced and who hav e a good self -awar er 
have a "healthy" att itu de about t 
excursions into the femme world . 

Frankly, I believe that one of the 
sons I have so much pleasur e in b, 
Patricia is because I get so much plea ! 
from my various mal e roles in my c 
to-day life. I gain/grow through Pat1 
and , I believe, now that she has been 
free, Patricia is gaining/grow ing th ro 
Pau l. 

Oh ! One last message fo r Ted die. P 
cia has a full ind oo r-outdoo r and u1 
t he co vers wardro be an d mu ch (mos 
real femin ine - pret ty, t hat is - and 
is lo ok ing for opportun ities to d ispl, 
(after she builds u p he r cou rage). 

Patricia Louis e (PA-L 
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Shoes: 

Sears to 11 D 
Lane Bryant to size 13 

Nierman's to size 14: 
17 North State Street 

16th Floor Stevens Bldg. 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

On same floor there is a Tall Girls 
Shop. 10th floor is a manicurist 
who did nails as wanted $4.00. 

Dressmaker: 

Jacques Fashions 
3823 E. 14th St., Oakland 94601 

Telephone 261-2705 

Proprietor Jacques Meshiah is very 
~xperienced making clothes for TVs 
Nhen calling mention Phyllis' name 

Hairdresser 

Twardy Beauty Salon 
800 Percy, San Francisco 94109 

Telephone 673 -2330 
Ask for "Rick" (Ricardo) 

Mention Phyllis' name 
Rick cuts styles long hair if you 

,ass. Gives advice on styles and wigs 

JOHN GARRETT, B.S., R.E. 

Registered Electrologist 

Permanent Removal of Facial 
and Body Hair 

Suite 530, North Park Plaza 
17117 West Nine Mile Road 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 

By Appointment - 557-1906 
Residence -  

" Sharon Sent Me" 

Alberto 's 

WIG-N-YOU 

22967 Woodward 
Ferndale, Michigan 
Phone 398 -6996 

One Day Styling Available 

ANN'S WIGWAM 

606 Main (Walkway) 
Evansville, Ind. 

Mon.-Thurs. - 10-5 
Fri. - 1 0-8 / Sat. - 1 0-5 

422-3358 

WIG AND YOU 
Nine Mile Road and Woodward 

Detroit 

"Sharon Sent Me" 

I 

Anesthes ia Available 

y~ 6. ~ f!,l 6. 
~c~ 

Professional Building • Suite 706 
11 7 E. 8th Street 

Hair Rem, 
By Appointrr 

432-1 Long Beach. Cal if. 90813 

Anesthes ia Available 

~PA~, &l0. 
.. #~@°~ 

Loa Angelu County' 
5203 Lak-ood Blvd. 
L•k-ood 90712 
(213) 531-7420 n4-5000 

Orange Cour, 
1101 Newman, Suite 

Huntington Beach 926 
(714) 147-1544 540-.aa 

He fed the statistics he wanted into the computer ... It worked, and we have to 
' .. 



The Editor's 
Mailbag 

CATHY AVOIDS MISTAKE 

Dear Carol: 
My name is Cathleen. At the time of 

the merger I didn't renew my member
ship. It was not because of the merger 
but because, at the time, I had convinced 
myself I was transexual and, under the 
direction of Dr. Irving Bush in Chicago , 
I had begun a· hormone therapy program 
and psychological evaluation under Dr. 
Carol Sodugi. Dr. Sodugi's evaluation was 
not conclusive regarding my being a tran
sexual , but in view of an extremely strong 
feminine identy she authorized my sex 
reassignment and sponsored my applica
tion for sex change surgery at Cook 
County Hospital . After two years of es
trogen treatment I was .scheduled for the 
operation. However , all this time Vir
ginia's persistent attitudes about not 
changing sex for gender reasons plagued 
me, and once all the obstacles were re
moved and there was nothing to do but 
wait, I realized I would not only gain a 
vagina but lose four children I dearly love 
and another person I love, my faithful 
and understanding wife of 12 years . I 
withdrew . 

It has been almost a year since I took 
an estrogen pill and my breasts will prob
ably never return to normal male size. 
The episode was traumatic and had last 
ing influen ces on my life. My wife and 
children fully understand that I will al
ways be a feminine person and the wo
man is an accepted part of me. While I 
can do what I want I have voluntarily 
restrained to an almost tolerable level. 
However, I absolut ely refuse to ever wear 
mens underwear again and my normal 
sleepwear is nightgowns. My parents and 
sister and my wife's parents and sister's 
family know about Cathleen, as well as 
many friends. The relationship with our 
sisters is defin itely strained. Some friends 
are no longer friends while others became 
closer friends. I have, from people I knew 
previously, developed a girlfriend rela
tionship with several other women. One 
of my closest, Maria's, career took her 
to Hawaii but we correspo nd regularly. 
I have change d careers from being a plant 
manager, to the employment business . 

I would like to re-join Tri-Sigma if 
you will have me. If so, please send appli
cation forms and dues information to me. 
I do receive mail at my home address as 
Cathleen and you may address my cor
respondence accordingly . I will probably 
not join a local chapter as I think this 
nrovin••~ momhore:hin rro:1,-tori mv nrinin~I 

that none of the other girls in the chapter 
felt anywhere near as st ron g needs for 
feminine expression. However , I would 
enjoy meeting and corresponding with 
sisters who feel as strongly as I do . 

Cathy 

CREDIT CARD CAPER 

Just have time to tell you about the 
credit card caper . On my way to our Sep
tember 21 meeting I stopped off at my 
bank, which handles all the Master Charge 
matters in this area, and told them that 
I often tra veled as Carole (showed them a 
photo) and didn 't feel I could very well 
use my existing Master Charge card, for 
mot els and stuff. It's the kind of card 
that includes a photo on the back. 

The girl had to re-ask the qu est ion 
several times , because she could hardly 
understand the situation, but finally she 
said she'd have to see the Manager . At 
that point she disappeared for 10 min
utes while I began to have some second 
thoughts about the whole deal! (Perhaps 
it's appropriate to have second thoughts 
about one's second self!) 

Finally the manager (a young man in 
training) came out, and asked me to come 
back to his private office. At that point 
he said it was easily handled . .. just fill 
out this form, with my male self on the 
top half and with Carole on the bottom 
half. In fact, I wouldn't have to put in 
much of the vital statistics for Carole, 
since they were obviously the same as for 
the top half. 

I thought about that later, and decided 
it would cause less question in the subse
quent reviewing process if I filled in both 
halves completely - to avoid stressing 
that the same person was involved with 
both names. 

He said come in at my convenience 
and he 'd shoot the photo. I chose a time 
of day when the probability of encount
ering my acquaintenances would be mini
mal - that was about 9 p.m. - and went 

_.__ ... ,_ - - _ ...__ , .,.,._ -•--• , ..... +&...n. T .. i 

best, left the Tri Sigma meeting and v 
back to the bank, phoning ahead torr 
sure they were still expecting me. I di 
want to have to explain the whole s· 
again to different people. By that 1 
the Manager had gone home, but 
Treasurer of the entire cha in of bi 
was prepared to handle my case. 
turned out to be a very charming gal ' 
just said "Fine ! We're expecting you! 
come over here and we'll shoot the i 
tification photos, and you can be on \ 
way ." 

In a nutshell, I now have a sep, 
ident card with Carole's photo and 
nature, and no reference to my 1 

self . It has the bank's full bless in 
asked teh Manager later if the api: 
tion caused much stir, and he siad, ' 
it was routine. In fact, we approv1 
right here in the branch, without sen 
it up to Headquarters." 

I asked him if he had encountered 
similar situations before, and he 
"There's one other case here in town 
he's rather wealthy and both his s, 
have very sub stantial credit establis 
The first time I encountered his situ, 
it comple tely blew my mind, but 
become accustomed to the idea by 1 

and it doesn't seem to pose 
problems." 
. I've heard referenc e to thi s "other 
in town" from the local police c 
whom I visited to see if he would r 
an issue of encountering any cross 
sers. It seems the chief was called ov1 
the cashier at the town hall, who beli 
the woman paying her taxes was a 1 

The chief talked with the woman 
determined that it was a matter of 
sonal pref erenc e - and as long a 
fraud or larceny were involved , the 
son could continue to do her thing. 

Best ever! 
Carole (MA-




