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Chapter Promotion & Activities

ceoThe reczultes of the gquestiannaire received az of early
February are found on P. 7 aof thiz newsletter. I think
that we all share many of the szame concerns about  the
Ctapter, and that zeveral of these will be addrezzed at our
February 12Zth meeting.

..-1 have received two requestz from organpnizaticone not
afiliated with TRI-ESSE to publicize their activities in

the newsletter and at our meeting. For a number of reaczons
I"ve " made the editorial decizion not to do  soj if the

membzreship feels differentlyy pleaszse let me know.

veWe are making March "TRI=-ESS Library Month". In with

your March newsletter yow will receive szeveral of aur
*library carde", and all we’re azking 1is that you depocit
them in the card catalogue of libraricz  near you. Whers
elze would a spouse who iz loving and  "just found out” go
for information on  the subject of  transveztism and
crazsdrezsing. And, Caral Peecraft zaysz: "Az good az the
library cards are, having actual books on hand i1z =ztill
ketter. Why naot hit the campaign from  two anglez? Have
them not only put library, <ardes in  the libkrary card
catzalogues, but alea donate several books on croessdressing
ta the libraries. I will =ze¢ll at cone=-half of the retail
price the following baoks: THE TV  AMND HIS WIFE,

UNDEFSTANDING CROSSDRESSING. The way it worke ig that
individuals zend a letter to 2 library and azsk them if they
will accept the books for their library. If 2ay the Eister
sende me a check or money order (the Chapter will pay faor
thiz)y for the =zgpecial price plus the 1zt clazz paosztage and
I =end the book directly to the library along with a
letter. I will make sure that our name and addrezs is
inzide the books. Thiz haz been done several timez and 1
think that it will produce even maore potential members™

...We are very pleased to announce that Dorothy (NJ-1-G),
has Joined the staff of OQUR SPECIAL JCY to help usz in the

area of Photo Reproduction. Dorcthy 18 very talented in
the area of phiotographyy, and iz working on ways *to
eliminate ghadows in pictures due tao facial hair. She will
ke helping Nora Helene and our other talented

photographer(czses) improve the quality of picturee for the
newesletter. Thie 12 ane maore example of a Sister with a
particular gift using it for the benefit of the Chapter and
the other members. Imagine if everycne did that?

{continued on next page)




OUR SPECIAL JOY/February, 1983

Chapter Promotion & Activities {continued)

eweThe TRI-ESS National Convention will be held in New Orleans at the end
of March, beginning of April. Contact Caral B. if you are intereszted in
attending.

caEdith Marie (NY-31%9-W), has a number of books and cassette ta
which, Edith zausz, "1 can either ghip the boocks  to you ory preferably,
yoiy can let me bknow who wante o borrow which and I can gzend the boosk
directluy.,* I hope that Edith Marie will accept the position of Chapter
Libkrarian. 1’11 have a listing of thesge items in next month’e idszue of
the newsletter. If you would like to donate a book to  the Chapter,
please let me know. Saomething like a complete Chapter Library will he a
detinate asset for usz, ezpecially for new membere.

»esThe Chapter now  hasg Aar
active Publicity Committee

which iz chaired by Eileen,
wha says: "The memberszs of aur
newly -~ formed Fublicity
Committee are Wilmas Janay
Clairey, Yvonnes and Marlene.
We are rescently formed and
Just beginning ts  organize.
I the rnear future we hope o
expand o natoriety in
newspapers and magarsinpes.” At
aur January meeting Eilean
(pictured left), related her
arnd her family’s recent
televigian and radiac
ERPETLENCEs. {photos
Fatricia)

»xcAttending our largest
meeting yet were as follows. i
ted on floor), 1st

Frances (zea

row (l=r): Marlene, Naora |
Helene, Prizcilla, Yvanne,
Bevy, and Wilma. Znd rows
Patricia, Jodnne, Eileen,
Carale, Marilyri, Felicity,
Jzan  (NY), Mary Jarne, Claire,
Jarna and Dorcthy. See next |
page for details. {photo:

Patricia}
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Meetings

Az menticoned earlier, our January Chapter meeting was the best yet in
terme of attendance. We met in Westchestery, and will hold the February
1Z2th meeting at the same spot. Im attendance were?r Marlene (NY=314-PR),
Francez (NJ=1@-=E), Nora Helens (NJ=20Z— C)y Joan (NY=-9-F), Lynda (NJ=F)
and wife Marilyn, Fatricia (CT-=8-G), Dorathy (NJ - 1=G)

A CINE

and wife PBev,

'D'D'Eileen (NY = 11=J} and wife Priscilla, Janet (NJ—=K) and wife Marge,
F  Felicity (NY- 16-M), Mary Jane (NY=206-M) and wife Agneszy Yvonne (NY—=R)
 and friend Vickie, JoAnne (NY—=8), Claire (NY-2Z88-8S), Carocle (NY-207=S),

; E Jana (NJ=304-T), and Wilma (NJ-300-Y).

3 g Agriez and I  had not attended a2 meeting in a while, and it was very good
° R o be back to see old friends and make new cnes.

A

:.{ Eileen and Prigcilla talked about their recent media experiencesz. There
© » was general agreement that we must pursue our publicity effort to
g R gvercome the ignorance whiach the general public has cConcerning
J 2 crogedressing. Eileen ztated that although she could not go into details
P at the meeting. she iz working on other publicity projects for us. We now
% have a Publicity Commitftee, and if uvou could not make the meeting but

would like to work on thiz effort, let your Editor krnow and I711 put ycu
in touch with Eileen. .

It ehould be noted fthat Felicity raised a wvalid point concerning
publicity. Those of you who have met Felicity know that
well, and venturez out often. Felicity zaid that tao
have the general populace "ftoo educated®. Falks

she passez quite
much publicity will
everywhere will be
loaking for TVz ("iz 2he a3 he?")y  and that our effortz may backfire on
Ue . Thiz iz eomething which the Committee zhould consider. Ferhaps we

need to define what we msan by "publicity”y, and how do we achieve our
cbhjectives.

Our March 1z2th meeting iz echeduled for HNew Jerzey, although we doubt
that it will be held in the "uzusal" spot due to the growth in attendance.
Wilma and others are looking for comparabkle quarters az we have in

nowns WO d VO MGUSway FY Rkl il
NIAPIW #PY\WN I Pom AD WYY ITRY S

Westchezters a motel room  for those who need to changes, and a =z=mall
canference/receptiaon room. Je hope to have details available for  the
February meeting. If you are interested in attending the March meeting,
please fill in  the form provided below and zend tao: Me. Patricia
Gallagher, P. 0. Box 158, 014 Greenwich, Ct. @4870.
Remember ., the Chapter meets the esecond Saturday of each month unlese
atherwize notified. There iz a £1@.080 meeting fee which cavers
- refreshments and the motel. There iz NEVER a charge for your wife ar

Arivlfriand
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Foaod For Thought ; '
THE GIFT by Sheila (CT—-102-W)

How many of wue I wonder, have ever stopped to think, in a POSITIVE
way, about the "woman within wus". For me thiz mystery haz beeny as [ am
sure it has for nearly all of my "Sisters of the heart"y an almost never
eniding succeszsion of negative thoughtsz from a very early age. Then about

_three years ago, something veruy zpecial happened to me from within., ¥

don’t mean to suggezt that my feelingse about myself changeg
inztantanecuzly. It took some timey, and even to this day. I am &still
learning. Put graduallyy, and with much helpy I began to  think about ss
"feminine side"” in a venry gentle and open way. It wasn’t an easy thines
to do. All of thoze wld negatived kept creeping inj guilt, zhame, fears

hurt, confuszions, rejection and the rest. my eisters know them all toe
well, ‘

Much to my surprizge, I found in time that there was a poszitive
azpect for every one of thaze o0ld negatives. I have long since stopped

finding the bad thingz about my feminine se¢lf and doubt that there wilk
ever he an end to the dizcovery of good thoughts about "her" for me.

Arid =0 it zhaould be for all of us no matter what our problemz mas
be. After all, WE' did not make ourselves the way that we are. In fact,
it is becoming ever increaszingly more evident that ocur familiez and life

circumztances may have had little or nothing to do with the development
af our szecond selves. I am not zaying that our zecond self may not have
been influenced to zome extent by our upbringing and or childhood
experiences, for in fact many of usy muself included,y, know very well that
we may never have become conciouzly aware of our feelings had zomethins
in our childhoocd not triggered them in the firzt place.

For thoze of us who have " been fortumate enough  to have acceszs ts

fairly up to date written material on the subject of gender identity, we
are aware that there iz a fair consgensuz among the experts in this fields
that genetics may have much to do with this phenomenon "we" know as
transvestism.

Genetice! uou gay? Well I admit that pozzability was a real shocker

foar me too! And here iz where the positive thinking comes in. We knos
fully well that no one (za far) has any control over our  individual
gencetic patternz. Mo one except God! That*e right dear Sisterzsy Geod

made us, EACH AND EVERY ONE. Juszst exactly the way we are right now. This
beinmg the cases which it mozt definitely iz, then what we have perhaps
believed to be a "curse" or emotional disturbances turns out to ke one of
the mozt amazing mysteriez of human naturse. Yez, God does work is
serendipitous wavses and ours iz not to question why, but to accept witk
gratitude the gifte that have been given ug and to share them.

Think about it kind and gently Sisters. Think about your feelings.
Let them drift socftly through you. It izn’t just the lovely soft clothes
that we all szo adore. They are only ONE of the MANY benefite of heins
the way that we are.  They are the " outward expreszsion of our innermost
selves. The REAL woman within thinke and feeles and loves in much the
same way that our biclagical Sisterz do. Yes, oh yes! That woman withis
me who iz NO LESS than half of my total being, iz  ALL WOMAN, and laves
every minute of it! And what a wonderous gift we have been given! It I=
"aur special joy". And like all of God’s giftes, it iz meant to be shared
with one another. One of the most beautiful pascsagez in the Pible bide
uz share our special gifts: "No one lights a lamp to put it under =
buckety, but on a lampztand where it gives light for everyone in the
house" (Matt. 5:14 & 15). :

S ghine ‘my Sisters, Shine! Lave it! Live it! Enjoy it! And most
of all share that gift! Nat only with those, myself included, who lowe
and underztand you, but especially with thaose who DO NOT understand the
manyy, many reaszsons why God has given wusz "the bezt of both worldse" as =
"very zpecial” gift! BB G |
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In Caze Youu Mizged It..."Uhy ’Tootzie’ iz a Hit"

I "E-:rert zade 1t chows our cecret deczire to switch ralez”]

*...Dr. Hebert Z. Francelli told the EXAMINER: "We would all like to
change gexual identity, if not actual gender, even the most macho and
feminine among wus. No matter how zecure we may helieve we feel in our
own cexuality, there ie a secret yearning in everyone to step over the
‘line at eome time and find cut for ocurselves if the grasz ie greener an
the other zide. The movie *Toctzie’ permits us ta live the experience
vicariougely throwgh the actory Dusztin Hoffman. And that of course iz the
very szafest way.’

...(Dorothy Michaele)...’What =zurprized me iz that at 45 I’ve zpent -a

lifetime obzerving women' and didn’t know how they feel.’? Haf fman
admitted that playing a woman realized a lifetime ambition, but iz wasz
more complicated than he had expected. The Academy Award winner’s

succese in the role of Daorothy isn’t at all surprising to Francelli.
'It’e just part of the fazcination the public has with crozsdressing,’ he
said. "Reep in mind that this is not the first time an actor or actress
hae zcored a triumph as a croszsdrecsser. Itz been going on since before
the time of Shakezpeare and zome of the world’zs most popular stage and
gecreen idole have dreszeed as the opposite gex for unforgettable roles.’

e..The zouthern-California family counselor zaid that crossdressing izn’t
canfined to  the moviez and stage, nor to  homoszexuales. ’Pecause aof
accepted clouthing styles today it’s quite easy for women to get away with
drezzing in what not g0 long ago was considered to ke strictly male
attire’y he =aid. Put  a surpriczing rniumber of mensy executives to  truck
driverz, szecretly wear frilly feminine  underthings to work and to social

gatherings under their outer clothing. Or they wear feminine clothing at
homey often with the full knowledge and cooperation of  their wives. Yet
these are pecple whose romantic relationzhips are abzalutely
heterczexual. They merely enjoy croszing— over. The phenomena iz more

ccommon than you might expect, .especially here in Califoarnia.”

——————— National EXAMINER, February 1, 1983

Treazurer’s Repart

Feginning Cazh Palance
1 71)assmweDR9.56

Feceipte

Meeting fecteieasnanaa.170.00 K soint Sy te CHI DELTA MU
Memberzhip (New).......50.00 AGOET SR WReEae 8

the following ladiez who have Joined us

Membership (rencwal)...10.00 in January: Joan (NY-9-F), Janet (NJ

K)s Yvoanne (NY-R), Jana (NJ—384-T), and

Total.ssoeoonenneoe..-230.00 Sheila (CT—10z2— W). We are confident

E:xpenczes
MBLte) . idsvavsanmassiessTdwd?
Refreashments. s s eeeenesa45.50

Postage................34.6@ (NY-lb"M)s

Sizsterse whoze dues are payable

Tobalccssrssnsnsnunsns ) iBAT
ducs are $£10.00.

Ending Cash’ . Palance
(1/31).ica.ess335B.87

that you will be glad to be one of us.

February are: Janet Lee (NY—303—F),
and Suzie (NJG). Thank uou Felicity
for renecwing with usy, and we
ask- that all members who are behind on
their renewals to pleaze renew. Annual
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Research
.'Dear Mzs. Moran:

I am & PhD candidate at the Institute for
Advanced Study of Human Sexuality in San
Francisco. My diszertation topic iz a study of
women who are in relationghip with a man who,
sometimesy weare women’es claothing.

Little ie known about szuch women. What .iz known
either comee from the man, or from women who are
in therapy situations. I want to get
information directly - from the womens sc that
their feelings and  thoughtz can be expreszed
without being diluted. I am making a  national
request for women who are willing to take about
an hour to fill out a detailed questionnaire.

Complete anonymity 1is asszured. The coempleted
questionnaire will be returned in a post paid,
pre—addrezsed envelape. While my -quecstionnaire

containeg perzonal questioney I am not asking for
any information that  would identify the sender.
The completed Qquestionnaire will be szeen only by
myzelf. My final report will combine the
resfponees in zuch a way that individual
rezpanzes can not be identified.

There will alzo be an oppartunity  for  the
rzzsearch participants to be intervicwed
directly, if they wizh to do zo. Such an

interview will allow me to gain more inzight
intc their feelings and situations.

My intent iz aonly to describe and from that
dezcriptian, learn more about women who relate
ts men who crozesdreze and alszo more abkout  the

relationship that they share. I have no
intention of providing theraputic or etiological
explanatione - abcut - - crosedrezsing . nor_  of

rroviding therapy for the rezpondant.

I want to gather as diversze and varied a csample
ag possible. Your Chapter of Tri Sigma has the
potential of helping me reach many such women.
I would appreciate it "if you would place my
request in an upcoming issue of your newsletter,
Qur Special Jou, aszking that any women who are
interested in participating in this important
rezearch contact me at the below addrezs for a
capy of my questionnaire.

Thank you,
L

P. 0. Pox 4887
Poughkeepsies N. Y. 1260

TRANSVESTISM: A morbid desire to
peer over transoms while wearing only
a vest.

(FEMME MIRROR,
Apr—-Ju, 1988)
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e " Chapter meetings have been
well-planned.

2. The newsletter provides Chapter members
with adequate materlal.-

3. The Chapter ehould prumote the auy1l1arg
groupy °*For Couples Only”,

4. Considering the drea we'tover, we should

become one reglonal organizations with more
local Chapters. - '

5. The organization of the Chapter as it is
now is satisfactory.

6. The Chapter should offer more services:
shopping guides, special events, etc.

f7; We 2hould have more fréquent meetings.

‘8. A more private meeting place, other than
‘a motel, chould 'be found..

5. More coungeling .and referral =services
zhould be provided by the Chapter.

10.. - The . Chapfer should “"have an elected
‘glate of officera. ’

11;. There should'be_spetial~committees for
epecxfxc purpozes? "to - plan “meetings,
welcome new members. etc.. :

12, The newaletter ) relating Chapter
activities and other items is needed.

'13;'éffqrté to bring more wivez/girlfriends
into more Chapter activities. are neceszary.

14. An important ohbjective of the Chapter
chould be publicity of the Sorority and ite
goale. :

1S. The "promotion of local contact with
Sisterz who live near one another <cheuld hbe
pursued.

16. Chapter activities such as the lending
litrary and mail forwarding are needed.

Very important, strangly agree
Important/agree

Ne opinien or feeling on thie item
Not impertant/do not dJgree

Very unimportanty strongly diczagree
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-Looking Forward

CTCOURT RULES CITY MUST NOT DISCRIMINMATIS

Femina, N. Y. February 26, 2023 (Combined Dizpatch)

The U. S. Supreme Court ruled today that this upstate New York city of
- ZZ,000 can no longer bar reszidence to anygone regardless of their

preference in attire. Feminay, known for permitting only crossdressers
and their familiee %to live within ite boundries, had fought the case for
four yeare. The community’s basgiz waes that noe resident wanted tc csell

their property, so there really wae no cace.

Mr. John BPirdzwell, of New York City, wanted toc move into a house he says
that he inherited. Put the matter was dizputed by Femina, claiming that
the property chould revert back to the city as the former cwnersy Pam and
Tammy EBirdzwell, have died. The property would have been auctioned to
qualified applicantsz who want to live in Femina. Birdeswell =aid that his
Aunt Fam and Aunt Tammy’s only childs, Sammi, now preferred to be called
Sam and had no interest in the house. He =zaid that he 1ig now the
rightful cwner, and iz anxious to move into the home on Lace Lane.

"I have no problem living with crossdressers. They are very nice
people", ztated Pirdswell. Mayor Patricia Gallagher sgaid: "We are law-
tiding peopley, and we will, reluctantly, cbey the law". In her eightieces,

Mayor Gallagher continued: "It really iz a chame that EBirdswell has
rerzisted in thiz matter”.

tagar Gallagher related that Other cancerns were cited by
in Z01%9 Pirdswell zhowesde=up at bath residents and M-
the Mayor’s office azking for recidents alike as a rezult of
permizzion %o move into his the decizion. Mrs. Fred
auntz?! house. Birdzwell, who Cuzter lives in Denver, some
was dressed at the time, 20 minutez from Femina by aero=
apparently didn’t faool Magor car, but  does- most of her
Gallagher. She zaid that shopping here. *1 Jgust doun’t
Pirdzwell was really not a TV, know what will happeny but I
"He wasn’t wearing a elip, a hope that things will naot
gure give—— away", recalled change", zaid Mrs. Custer.
Gallagher. Birdswell
perzistedy and now hasg finally
Wi his «cacse through the She was buzsy discuszing
caourts. hemlengthe with Sue Parsaonss
cwner af Sue’s Naile and
City Treasurer Mary Jane "Moran Pailsy when the decision was
waz wncertain asz to what the announced over the air. i i
financial impact will be on turned to Sue and =aid, *I1*d
the community az a result of hate it if you had +o leave.
the decision. "Rack in 09, I don’t want +o buy Fred’s
when the court ruled that we Junk in Joe’s Hardware in our
had to have wurinals in all town. Why, Fred igs always
public. buildings, we really telling me to' get thiz or that
sufferead. Why it cost at your place becausze Sears is
$1,930,681.35 just to install out of stock?y M=s. Parsons
the one in the rest room at gaid she was not worried about
Felicity’s Garden next to City losing her business becauze of
Hall. We had to replace it the ruling, but was concerned
two uyearz later bercausze the with the overall impact on the
pipez rotted out from lack of city in the future.
use".

(continued on next page




OUR SPECIAL JOY/February, 1983

DISCRIMIMNATION PARN

"Out in New Femina,
Califarnia, they permitted the
open purchaze of homees and
buzinezzses five years ago. It

really did nothing for  them,
and zoon Georgette’s Faoundry

be-came New Fem Found. Very

tacky. Thingz went downhill
quickly", gaid Mz. Parsons.
The city’s Planning RPoard
apparantly hae similar
concerney for they =zaid in a
report prepared lazt year
that: "The main arterial in
and out of Femina, Pumpkin
Poulevard, was rapidly

developed. There are con  the

average two lingerie shoppes,
- four drese boutiques, and five
beauty ealans per black. The
akility of theze businesczes to
sSurvive under open market
conditiong iz questionabkle”.

Thoze of
quite adept at

which szhe has

February, if you
gsend her a

06870.

you whoe have
we are moet fortunate to have szeveral
rhotography.
gending out to
of yocu at the meeting.
It is only
for postage.
want picturez taken by
cself—addressed
0. Box 158, 0l1d

been most generous in
taken
attendance ig growing.
not foot the bill

stampedy
Patricia Gallagher, P.
Again, we are
perform thie service for us.

Pe 9

However, Marleney, the owner of

M & M’ e Motel of f thi
Poulevard at Mar a2 Helan
Court, gaid that buzineze i:
doing Just fine. "With al)

the touriztzs we get in  Femina,
I'm =zure that we’ll zurvive.
Why, we have juszt added on ¢

the Darling Wing of the motel.
and we’re booked salid for the
next three manths".

Founded some thirty uears ago,
this buszy community iz used t¢
change. Mayor Gallagher
quipped how croszdreszszersz were
orice locked down upaGn b
societyy, and that a lct of
effort was required tr
oVEeTrcome prejudice anc
ignorance. "Look at uz now.
Our taxeeg are the loweszt ir
the State, no  wonder wht
everyoneg wants ta live here",
stated Mayor Gallagher.

Police Officer Juoan Detbtbs
perhapse best expresoes
Femina’e reactiaon to the
rueling when, gpeaking tfrom her
Pink aerce— patrol car, z2he
stated: "I Just hope tha

RPirdswell will at leazt ge

irte the community spirit o
thingz and wear a ball gown a
the annual Foundere? Da
affair”.

attended our meeting know that

members whoe are
Patricia (CT— 8-~G), hacs
you pictures
Nellv
fair that Patricia
Beginning in
Patricia,
envelop: Ms.
Greenwich, Ct.

very lucky to have Patricia

L B e i v 2 e i e et et ———
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Berry's World

4 ovmb;NEA.nm % E“’h)___
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“My poker group is having a 'Toots:e party
THAT'S whatsgom on!"

1 yau both

P, 10
Firet Meeting

"Attending your January meeting was
a revelation of sorte. Afterward
my wife zaid che had never attended
a party where zhe engonyed meeting
the other guestes =0 much. 1 was
surprized to find guch an
interesting mix of backgroundz and
interezt in the membercship. We
were both imprezzed by the manner
in which we were immediately made
ty feel welcome. I think Eilcen
put it best when zhe zaid that you
are an above——_ average graoup of
pexpley ocutstanding memberz of your
respective communities. I thought
toe myszelf afterwarde that I had
never been in the company of =o
many interesting and sociable
pecople who so quickly accepted me
intoe their midzst. ;

Yes, we enjoyed ourselves, but that
iz not o remarkable in itszelf.
The fact that we enjoyed curselves
while I was croszzdressed is what
made thiz a positive and wvaluahble
experience for both of usl

Your friends,

P ot

very warm welcome to  you
1’11 =zay thisz for all of usz:
added ta the pleazantness

And a
bath.

of the eveningy and I hape that

AT

I’'m requesting that all who have
nat yet done zo to please complete and zend
in the questiconnaire which you received
with the January newsletter. It is
impoertant that we have as large a response
ags possible =0 that we can identifyu the

direction which the

the future.

members

Chapter will

Your copinions are important!

your experience will help others to
decide to come to the Chapter.
meeting, and bring their wife or
girlfriend. Ed. ‘

take in
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Mary Jane
Nora Helene (NJ-2
Dorathy (NJ—-1-G)
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