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The Next Meeting Is 
September 15 at 7:30 

CAN W E TALK . 
by Heather 

Th i s month's colunn i s being wr i t ten 
shortly a f t e r the August meeting. Even has you 
read this:f A l i c e and I should be in Ca l i f o rn i a . 
If things seem a l i t t l e Junbled you will knou 
why. , . 

About a yea r and a ha l f ago? the Sally 
J e s s y Raphael Show cane to C i nc i nna t i . One of 
the s u b j e c t s they covered while here was 
c r o s s d r e s s i n g . Doctor R ichard Doc te r was one 
of the guest t h a t day and he told of a booK he 
had wr i t ten t h a t would be out " s oon " . S ince 
that t i»e he was with us a t the 1 9 8 8 
Convention and the "Be A l l " weekend held th i s 
past June. He h a s a f f f e c t i o n a t e l y becone known 
a s Doctor Doc te r and we have a l l been waiting 
for " soon" to a r r i v e . Well " s o o n " has f ina l ly 
come. " T r a n s v e s t i t e s And T r a n s s e x u a l s " i s 
ava i l ab le through I.F.B.E. f o r ^ 2 9 . 5 0 plus 
$ 2 . 5 0 postage and handling. They a l s o have a 
number of o ther books and pub l i ca t ions 
ava i l ab le . S e e the enc l o sed o r d e r form for 
more informat ion. 

The August C r o s s - P o r t meeting s e t a 
new record* not for the number of people 
p r e s e n t but f o r the number of t r a n s s e x u a l s 
p r e s e n t a t one meeting. During the evening we 
welcomed 9 of our TS s i s t e r s . 

I doubt that anyone who goes to 
meetings e v e r ge t s everyth ing out of them 
that they would hope to get. It i s n i c e to know 
however tha t both the t r a n s s e x u a l s and the 
c r o s s d r e s s e r s seem to be get t ing something 
out of the C r o s s - P o r t meetings. 

As fo r my job* I am s t i l l without one. I 
wish to thank everyone for the support you 
have o f f e r e d and shown. 

R i g h t s C o n n i s s i o r t i t h e E c j u a l E n p l o y m e n t 
Opportunity Commission* the A.C.L.U. and the 
Labor Re la t ions Board and I keep hear ing the 
same thing* t r a n s s e x u a l i s m i s not covered by 
the law in Ohio. I did manage to draw 
unemployment compensat ion which wil l l a s t 
unt i l the end of the yea r but that i s a l l . 

I gues s that the most d i f f i cu l t thing 
for me to unders tand i s who IS covered. I 
bel ieved that laws were or ig inal ly wr i t ten to 
cover everyone* both men and women. Then it 
was d i s covered that d i sc r iminat ion s t i l l 
ex i s ted so s p e c i f i c groups were added to make 
the law more c l e a r . Now however* the law only 
cove r s those groups which a r e mentioned in 
the law. 

In any c a s e * everyone employed in Ohio 
should know that without a con t r ac t * you can 
be f i r ed from a job by a p r i va te employer for 
any r e a s o n they wish to give. They do not need 
to have j u s t c a u s e . I s n ' t t h i s a g r e a t s t a t e ? 

A reminder that you s t i l l have unt i l 
September 4th to s e e "Simply Stunning" at the 
Art Museum. Also* L e s b i a n and Bay Day at the 
Zoo i s September 11. You can get more 
information about the Zoo Day by tuning into 
"A l ternat i r tg C u r r e n t s " on WAIF rad io FM 8 8 . 3 
every Saturday from 3 pm unt i l 5 pm. 

I wish to apologize to Wendy Martin for 
the typing e r r o r in her l a s t name in the l a s t 
i s s u e . She may be a l i t t l e s p a c i e but she i s 
not a mart ian. 

S ince F a l l i s Jus t around the corner * 
it i s time for a l l o f our n o n - summer d r e s s i n g 
g i r l s to pull out the c l o t h e s (where eve r they 
a r e hidden) p r e s s them of f and get out to the 
meeting. T h e r e i s a chance tha t I won't be 
back for the September meeting. If I am not I 
will s e e everyone in October. 

I am constant ly amazed a t how many 
peole f e e l I have a c a s e of d i sc r iminat ion 
aga ins t the compantj. I have been to the Civil 



T The Copa 
There are not many bars vh lch seem to 

have an open door polioy to omss-dr^ss^s, but 
there are a few In the area where a person can 
go out dressed and not be made to feel out of 
plaoe even i f they don't "pass". Of oourse^ the 
best known to Crossport members Is 
Christopher's Lounge for the obvious reasons. 
Two others which nvay not be as well known are 
1470 Ve s t In Dayton and The Copa In Cincinnati. 
In last month's newsletter Heather mentioned 

that a group from Cross -Port went to the Copa 
to see one of their weekend drag shows. 1470 
is probably th$ b e t t e r known of the two because 
it has been open far longer. 

Both of these bars have at least one night a 
month where the c ro s s -d res se r seems to reign 
supreme for the simple reason that eaoh one 
sponsors a talent night where the majority of 
acts are male or female impersonators. On 
these nights it is not unusual to see a dozen or 
more c ro s s - d re s se r s on the stage as well as an 
equal number in the audience. 

This month I'll deal with the Copa because 
that is the bar with which f am most familiar. 
TTie Copa Is a gay bar in the University Village 
part of Clifton which has a h i ^ percentage of 
female patrons. P^rh^ps this is part of the 
reason that I have not been "hit on" as often as 
I have been in other, male dominated gay bars. 
It Is a smal l bar located in the basement below 
af-joth^r " s t r a i g h t " bar called Chicago Joe ' s . I* 
has one bar^ a pool table ̂  about twenty tables 
and a dance floor which also acts as stage for 
the p^riorm^rs. Severa l of the tables can be 
reserved but be prepared to sit at the edge of 
the stage If you do this. Reservations are held 
until 10PM th«n you are on your own. 

The talent shows are held on the f i rst and 
third Wednesdays of the month. If you are not 
recognized at the door (a $2.00 cover is 
normallu charged)^, be prepared to show some 
idenHf ic^t ion. The show s t a r t s between 10:30 
and 11 PM depending on the number of acts that 
have checked in. Each y»ct does two sets^ one 
number eaoh set^ and tfrie winner is announced 

between 2 and 2:30 AM. Be prepared for a late 
night i f you stay until the end. There are 
usually ten to fifteen acts so you will see a 
mixed group and God help you If you don't like 
Vhltney Houston. On talent night there are 
usually about a dozen cross -dressers on stage 
and almost that many in the audience as well. 

The Copa has professional female 
Impersonators on Fridays and Saturdays and 
they book o t h ^ acts as well. On these nights 
there are usually four or five oross-dressei'-s 
in the audience but not always. The curious 
also tend to oome to the Copa on weekends to 
see what the "drag scene" is all about and there 
are also more people out "on the make" so the 
atmospht re is less re laxed. 1* is an a f t e r hours 
bar on the weekend so If you do not wish to go 
honne after the show you can stay and dance 
until SAM. 

Drink prions at the Copa are not bad as most 
bars go. Simple mixed drinks are less than two 
dollars and they won't even attempt to make 
the more exotic types. All beer is sold by the 
bottle and the wine selection Is pretty limited 
but they are priced reasonably as well. A 
couple of po¥it5 that you need to be aware of 
are that since the Copa is small ̂  It gets very 
loud i f you are near one of the sp^^k^n and you 
are always near one of the speakers, Also^ if 
oig-M^ette smoke bothers you; stay home. By 
the end of the night the air is very thiok. More 
Importantly, they are very str ict on who uses 
which bathroom. Unfortunately^ as seems to be 
the custom In all the gay bars I've ever been 
(except Chr i s topher ' s ) there are no doors on 
any of the stal ls in the men's room. I've heard 
(but haven't seen for myself) that there are 
doors on the s ta l l s in the ladles' room, is there 
a case for sex discrimination there? 

If you want to perform at a talent nighty 
simply be there in person and sign up by 10PM. 
It Is not unusual to see someone you have met 
at a Cross-port meeting performing. (Talk to 
Belinda at the next meeting^ she's performed at 
the Copa severa l times ̂  and also at 1470.) See 
you there. 

T f f f f 



LF.G.E. PUBLICATIONS - REPRINTS 
_TV-TS TAPESTRY JOURNAL, Current Issue: $10.00 

The most comprehensive publication on the subject of transvestism and transsexualism 
available in the world today. 
_TV-TS TAPESTRY JOURNAL, Back Issues #37 - $4.00 #39 - $6.00 #40-46 - $8.00 per 
copy. #50-52 - $ 10.00 per copy. 
_"COMING TOGETHER/WORKING TOGETHER" '87 CONVENTION ABSTRACT: $10.00 

The 1987 "Coming Together" Convention in Chicago was one of the most important events 
in the history of the CD/TS Community. It contains the keynote speeches of Dr. Prince and Dr. 
Peo, plus transcripts of every seminar, workshop, and rap group. A most important publication for 
serious-minded persons. 

CURRENT DIRECTORY OF ORGANIZATIONS AND SERVICES . . $ 3.00 
A reprmt from the current Tapestry. 

_DE5"INITIONS $ 3.00 
An understanding of those terms and concepts that affect the CD/TS community in a way 

that is relevant to current usage and easy to understand. 
_PERSONAL LISTINGS DIRECTORY $ 3.00 

Contains over 200 up-to-date personal listings from around the world, reprinted from the 
current issue of Tapestry. (Photographs are not included.) 
_RELIGION $ 5.00 

A collection of editorials, articles, and letters dealing with the subject of crossdressing and 
religion. Edited from the TV-TS Tapestry Journal Issues 33 through 50. 
_TRANSSEXUALISM. $10.00 

A collection of editorials, articles, and letters of special interest dealing with the subjects of 
transsexualism and female to male cross-dressing. Edited from the TV-TS Tapestry Journal Issues 
33 through 50. 
_WIVES AND SIGNIFICANT OTHERS. . . V . . . $10.00 

A collection of editorials, articles, and letters of special interest to wives and significant 
others of cross-dressers. Edited from the TV-TS Tapestry Issues 33 through 50. 

_HORMONES . . . . . . . . $5.00 
A collection of editorials, articles, and letters dealing with the subject of hormones. Edited 

from the TV-TS Tapestry Issues 33 through 50. 

Make checks and/or money orders payable in U.S. funds to "IFGE". Send this completed form and your 
check or money order to: "IFGE", P O. Box 367, Wayland MA 01778. 
(Font) OF-988) (Please complete the other side) 



BOOKS BY DOCTOR VIRGINIA PRINCE 
_THE TRANSVESTITE AND HIS WIFE . . . . . . . $7.00 

All the problems and pleasures of transvestism discussed in detail - especially as they ziffect 
the marital relationship. 
_UNDERSTANDING CROSSDRESSING $ 9.00 

This publication represents the views, observations, and outlook of Doctor Virginia Prince 
and is intended to provide a path toward understanding. 
_ H O W T ( > B E A WOMAN THOUGH MALE $10.00 

This book deals with the basics-of male-to-female crossdressing. A "must-have", practical 
guide for the new female. 
_HANDBOOK FOR SPEAKERS ON CROSSDRESSING . . . . $10.00 

This forty-two page booklet is a valuable reference guide for those who make or wish to 
make public appearances. 

NEW FROM PLENHAM PUBLISHING 
_TRANSVESTITES AND TRANSSEXUALS: Toward a Theory of Cross-Gender Behavior 

$29.50 plus $2.50 S&H; total $32.00. 
A "Must" for anyone who owns a personal library on crossdressing. The approach is fresh; it 
represents 10 years of original research. Dr. Richard Doctor has become a true friend of our' 
community Every Community member should have the opportunity to read this work. 

ORDER FORM 
Name: Total from Page 1: 
Address: Total from Page 2: 

Total $ Enclosed: 

Please allow six to eight weeks for delivery. Make checks and/money orders payable to: "IFGE", P.O. 
Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778. 

NOTE: I.F.G.E. is strictly not for profit. All proceeds from the sale of publications and repuints 
will be placed in I.F.G.E.'s Publications and Resource Fund. 

CROSS PORT , 
20203 BEECHMONT #150 
CINCIiiMATI.OH 45^30 



Tellind the childern 
••'A few years aQO i wrote a s t o r y about 

tell ing rny childern ajuout crossdressing. 
Because I f ee l th is is a uery important 
subject, ! have revised i t f o r those who 
missed i t . ) 

When rny childern were born, I had t o 
make the decision when, i f , and how they 
should be to ld , i have a boy IL a g ir l 3, 
and a girl 3 years eld. They ail haue 
alwavs Known, and I fee l I have made the 
r ight choice. ObMiously, many o f you will 
not agree with me, but my way works f o r 
our family a t the present. 

Before the f i r s t child got old enough 
t o [<now whet was going on, j was quite an 
actiue crossdresser around the house. I 
dressed f o r bed every night in a bra, 
panties and nightgown. I could f r e e l y 
dress around t h e house in whatever and 
however ! wanted, i real ly had i t made. I 
had found t r u e peace o f mind between my 
two selves and i wasnt sure i f t wanted o r 
could give i t up. 

I spoke with my wife intel l igently on t h e 
subject . She knows I love dressing, and 
because i t makes me happy, she would put 
up with me. But now we would be dealing 
w t h the very inf luential minds o f 
s-maW childern, and, rny s e l f - cen te red 
at i tude on t he sub jec t would have t o be 
reconsidered. 

We both f e l t they should have i t 
explained t o them as soon as they could 
understand i t . We didn't believe I could 
have kept everything sec re t and hidden 
well enough, t h a t sooner or l a t e r inquis­
itive minds wouldn't f ind out about. We also 
considered what i f they found things t h a t 
didn't seem r ight . And i f so, what con ­
clusion would they come t o , perhaps years 
be fo re we found out they already knew. 

We also realize t h a t t r u t h ana honesty 
are t h ^ stepping stones t o a good r e l a ­
tionship in bo^^h a marriage and a close 
family. We wanted our childern t o grow up 
knowing t h a t we keep no sec re t s f rom 
them, and we hope they will never f ee l t he 
need t o keep one from us. That we love 
them, and they can count on us i f they 
ever need us. 

We real ly had i t easy f o r t he most 
^a r t . As our f i r s t child got older, we to ld 
îm t h a t most f a t h e r s don't dress th is 

way We emphasized the f a c t t h a t this was 
a family s e c re t and t h a t no one should be 
to ld . We explained t o them t h e r e were 
o ther f a t h e r s who also did this, but they 
also kept i t t o themselves. We showed 
them pictures (my Tri-S l i t e r a t u r e ) t o 
substant iate what we to ld them. They all 
seemed t o take t h a t so-what at i tude. 

Reasoning with them when they are so 
young is real ly simple. They have not been 
exposed t o society, and the i r minds are 
s t i l l virgin t o orginal thinking. They love 
you regardless, and are only concerned in 
receiving love back. If only we could s tay 
t h a t way 

Well tirne has Passed- and. i t ' s not 
unusual t o see me dressed in one way or 
another My family sees me as dad 
regardless o f how ! am dressed. That so-
what a t i tude is s t i l l t he re but, the whv 
questions seem t o come up more o f t en . 

I believe i t probably bothers my son t o 
a degree. A f t e r all, he's in Junior high and 
i t ' s ve ry important t o have a manly f a t h e r 
t o brag about. He's Just a t t h a t age when 
everyone wants t o look and a c t like the 
o t he r guy. 1 hope this doesn't l a s t too 
long. 

ny g i r l s on t he o the r hand are gett ing 
into c lothes and liNe makeup. They are 
always t r y i n g t o get me t o play dress up 
ladies with them. They constant ly get into 
my high heels and wigs. I'm always painting 
somebody's fingernails or helping them get 
p r e t t y . I f ee l I have a closeness with tnem 
which most f a t h e r s will never know. 

I also want t o say, t h a t i don 't usually 
dress completely around the house unless 
I am going out f o r the evening. I don't 
real ly need all t h a t s t u f f on t o fee l 
feminine, and I t r y not t o rub the i r noses 
into t he dressing any more than possible. 

I have not a l te red my body in any pe r ­
manent fashion. It 's not t h a t 1 don't want 
t o , i t ' s because o f the image I want t o 
p r o t r a y as a man. And I certa in ly don't 
want t o put any o f my family on the spot. 
A f t e r all, i t ' s hard enought f o r them 
growing up with out me making i t worse. 

Some men keep the i r feel!n9 all bo t t l ed 
up inside, never l e t t i ng the girl all the 
way out- I'm sure everyone has good r e a ­
sons, f o r doing so, i t s Just t h a t I believe 
one can never be t r u l y happy unt i l this is 
done. I think one's happiness is r e f l e c t e d 
in everyth ing one does and every person 
he meets. Therefore I Jus t i fy my dressing 
around rny family. | f e e l good about me, and 
i t shows. 

In t h e past years, I've met hundreds o f 
crossdressers . Yet, in all th i s time, I have 
not met anyone I can say real ly is in the 
same position t h a t I am in. I would love t o 
meet someone who has gone through this 
& can give me an insite o f what is t o come. 



Perfect Crime by Linda 

MeanNhile, back at Ms. 
Smithy house, 

I think I'll j u s t 
burn all th i s 
old garbaye. 

Publication Notice 
g Copyright 1 9 8 8 C r o s s - p o r t S/C 

I n n e r V i e w is a monthly publication of 
Cross-Port for its meiRbers a n d f r i e n d s . 
Subscription d u e s are $1S.00 per y e a r payable 
in J a n u a r y of eacn y e a r . It is o u r goal to 
s u p p o r t the TV, TS a n d Gay communities a n d in 
r e t u r n w e n e e d y o u r s u p p o r t . 

Hrticles a n d informotion c o n t a i n e d in 
InnerView m a y be reprinted by o t h e r ion-Profit 
organizations without a d v a n c e p e r m i s s i o n , 
provided a copy of the issue containing the 
reprinted material is s e n t to C r o s s - P o r t within 
two m o n t h s after the material is published. 

The opinions or s t a t e m e n t s contained in 
InnerView are those of its authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of Cross-Port. 

Contributions of articles are welcomed but 
m a y be altered. with the author's intent 
retained, or m a y be rejected, w h e t h e r solicited 
or n o t . Absolutely no sexually explicit material 
will be a c c e p t e d or printed. 

Cross-Port is a not-for-profit s u p p o r t 
g r o u p which m e e t s solely for the s u p p o r t of 
c r o s s d r e s s e r s , t r a n s s e x u a l s and their family 
a n d friends. 


