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From THE EDITOR...

When you're approaching the home
stretch on 50, there's nothing like a foot
injury to make you feel old. Took a tumble
at the Walnut Creek BART one evening,
heading home from the cube farm.I had
bought myself some new sexy sling
pumps while in LA, and | was traipsing
along, not really watching what | was do-
- ing. Probably fumbling and fishing my car
keys out of my purse.

Ve Clannel

TGSF (TransGender San Francisco, a California non-profit
corporation), is a non-sexual, membership based organization serv-
ing the educational, social, and recreational needs of gender-gifted
people, their spouses, significant others, family members, friends,
and professionals in the helping sewices. For details about TGSF
programs, membership, article submission guldelines and classified
ads, please write to TGSF Secretary, PO Box 426486,
San Francisco, CA 94142-6486.

ExCom 2004 - 2005 Officers

And there, laying in wait for me, was a
(Fiscal Year: May 1 - April 30)

low, concave rain culvert separating two uneven
brick concourses leading to the parking garage. I've negotiated this ankle-

President .......ccccevieiiecniiviennn. Roxy Carmichael-Hart buster a thousand times, but this time it got me when I wasn't looking.
Vice President .....occumiimmsssnmasssosimnens Laura Marlowe Stepped down, felt the ankle give, and then it really gave out, and down
Secretary .............................................. Siobhan Ellis | went 3kjnning a kneeand tearing my hose (and you all know how [ feel
TreRBuraY ...t sy Pamela Gay about that!). I don't know what hurt worse - my foot, my pride or the
EdUcalion. ..cosammsizon omammessraay Damon Helton fact | just wasted five bucks on L’Eggs again.

Dawnne Woodie o : .
Outreach .iisisisinirnvonssmimmivatiarasin-fara:Flnn s Whalwas gia il ing howeves, waslial almot inosdiiely ol or
Allssn Dl aneass five people surrounded me offering assistance. | confess I had to sit
Social ..oievveeeeeieieiciineriennnnn.. Anne Louise Mortenson hata & meman, veelding she Ipulesit shivg themm it and Inssting
Tommie Walson everything was fine (which is what my old self would have done in days
Miss TGSE 2004 o ovoov oo Bitie Lol Mortersen gone by). After a moment though | realized the only way | was geing to
Mr. TGSE 2004 ... Bobbie Cheung get home was to tough it out, so | got help to my feet and this r?aliy nice
TOSE Gutresch Aribassades. .. Kally Anne Marsh lady carried my briefcase. And | limped along in my stocking'd feet to
the elevator, carrying my spiky-hecled shoes of death meekly in front of

Fine Print me.

TGSF (TransGender San Francisco) is a CA nen-profit corporation. Turns out it wasn't the ankle, but the muscle and tendons along the

Donations to TGSF are TAX DEDUCTIBLE on both Federal and side of the foot that got torqued. Of course this is the area the bears a lot
California income tax returns. Talk to your tax advisor for details. of your weighl, and since 'm on my feet all the time, it makes this
The Channel, the TGSF Newsletter, is published monthly. particular bruising injury a difficult and pesky one to heal. | haven’t worn
Submissions should arrive ot TGSF by the 15th day of the menth a pair of heels - of any height -in almost two weeks. I've been reduced

praceding publication. Contents veflect tha opinions of the contibu- to wearing tennis shoes in order to maintain a semblance of mobili
tors and are not necessarily those of TGSF. Other organizations may g vy,

reprint or reproduce uncopyrighted portions of the newsletter for because | absolutely refuse to take time off from work just to lay around
their members, provided TGSF is acknowledged as the source of the the house with my foot propped in the air. You know, unless [ had a
material. Copyrighted materials may be reproduced only with written servant or something, then it might be worth considering.
permission from TGSE. - :
I've suddenly and painfully discovered that tennis shoes do abso-

Newsletter Staff lutely nothing to compliment my collection of sleek, sophisticated office
P e e s e e Ame Michelle Kantz wear. And I'ue found it disconcerting to be a]rnost forced to Change my
Advertising ...coeeveeens wremenenneees Dawnne Woodie

“look” because | haven't the pain-free ability to wear the proper feot-
wear. So ['vetaken to shuffing gel ice packs into my slipper, or lay sprawled
out along the couch with an ice bag, and that does seem to make it feel
better in the morning. But that icy, achy agony sure brings back memo-

Contributing Photographers, this Issue: ....... Roxy Carmichael-Hart
and Jamie Faye Fenton

Ad Rates ries of when I used to injure my ankle as a kid - and | did it a lot back

Pir Lisice SikcMonthe Pis Yoot then. You know rambunctious, obnoxious little boys - always into sports,

Business Card $ 25 $125 $ 250 mischief and other mayhem without regard for life or limb, either their
(3-1/2x 2) own or someone else’s.

gi:ﬁ Puise 2138 gggg zlggg Mom would always drag pitiful me crying and moaning into the

living room, plunk me in a chair and make me stick my foot into a metal

Perscnal ads from TGSF members: $10 for up to 40 words per issue. pail filled with ice and water. Oh the horror! | used to dread that conduc-

We will not accept ads with a sexual objective. Ad deadlines are the i !
15th of every month. Send ad copy and check or money order to tive tin bucket more than anything else. Mom would make me leave my

TGSF, Advertising Dept., PO Box 426486, San Francisco, CA 94142- foot in there no matter how much it hurt - “for your own good ya clumsy
6486. Please support our advertisers, and tell them you saw cafl” But at least she let me watch television while all my friends were
their ad in The Channell outside playing on without me.

[ think that's when I started noticing the stylized, feminine, glamor-
ous women on television in those days: Grace Kelly, Doris Day, Maureen

www.TGs F. ORG O'Hara, Lauren Bacall, Vivien Leigh. Watching gloriously leggy women

NEe E! N ! high-kicking up a storm in some musical re-run. The fabulously sugges-

w SiTe! GET ONLINE tive costumes. The impassible choreography. The effortless grace and
. ease.

Hotline & Voice Mail

And | sit here tod dering...how the heck did they do all that
41 5'564"3246 wearing th::lse :l::-a:?aywcn NS M T
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Roxy Carmichael-Hart

Give Thanks

We're in November and that means the Cotillion is about two months
away. More on that in a minute. Check out the new hairdo. See picture.

Lots totalk about. First, some unfinished business. Beauty Magic day
on September 18 was fabulous. | want to thank Carla, Ann Grogan,
Larry Zellers, Marilyn Dahl, and unexpected guest Denae Doyle for do
graciously donating their time and efforts on behalf of our community. |
learned quite a bit and even made an appointment with Marilyn for some
work. [ also found all of the tips given by Carla and Larry on makeup and
wigs respectively, to be very helpful and | have used some of that informa-
tion already. And Anne Grogan's models were a delight to watch. | noted
a few of our potential Miss TGSF Contestants decided to be brave and
step forward as models for Ann - good training for them. Oh, and Ann
has generously agreed to be a judge this year.

If it hadn’t been for the transgender community, [ don't think there
would have been anyone at Hayward Pride. | was very disappointed by
the lack of a turnout but as usual, the TG population made a difference.
Once more, thanks go to Alli and Kara for staffing the booth. At least we
had a presence. | counted at least 20 TGs in attendance including Trans
Central Station. | was also delighted to see many of our girls attend both
events (Beauty Magic and Hayward Pride were on the same day), which
demonstrated a commitment to our community. Last month you got to
see some pics of our prospective Miss TGSF's - and one has turned in
her paperwork already.

Cotillion tickets have really started to sell. | estimate about 40 have
been sold thus far, and Jo-An Torres herself has purchased 20. [ think
there is going to be a record turnout and [ would urge you that if you want
tickets, especially the lower priced ones, you'd better get going. Even the
primo seats in the center section, first three rows, are cheaper than last
year. There will be ticket ordering information elsewhere in the Channel
and you have likely seen our beautiful postcards, which were designed by
Monica LaMarr of Printmasters in Hayward. They have done a lot of
work for us and | have been very pleased by not only their professional-
ism but their courtesy and enthusiasm as well.

As for the show itself, | am slowly getting some volunteers to help
with the performances and the show itself. It is coming along very nicely.
But again, the deadline to apply as a Mr. or Miss TGSF contestant is
NOVEMBER 7! You can mail your application to me (write me and [ will
give youthe address), turn it in at any event or bring it to the November 7
ExCom meeting at the San Mateo Marriott. We have about a half dozen
potential Miss TGSFs but, I NEED A MANI (I sound like a horny gal,
don’t [?). But we really want a guy or two or three and | know you are cut
there. | know Bobby wants to pass along his crown. You have seen what
[ fine representative of the FTM community he is, and [ know that at least
one of youwould like to continue the work he has started.

Speaking of Miss TGSFs, | was delighted to see Rachel Hill attend
RGA on Friday October 1. She brought some clothes and shoes and |
know some of the ladies, including me, added to their wardrobe. Now,
you have seen Rachel and you are probably wondering how could any of
her stuff fit me? You'd be surprised. | got a great black tank top and a
couple of shirts, both of which [ wore yesterday. It’s always good to see
Rachel and [ am happy to see how well she is doing. Her success, achieved
through a lot of adversity, gives hope to many of us.

We had dynamite TGSF Education Seminar/End of Month in Sep-
tember with Dr. Luanna Rogers and electrologist Nora Sherwood, who
talked about their professions. Nora also brought along a couple of her
associates — Cynthia and Trisha and we all talked about the 80's —and [
even got brain lock on who recorded “Don't You Forget About Me”, from
the movie The Breakfast Club. It was Simple Minds. Will you hear this at
the Cotillion — you will just have to come and see. Thanks as always to
Dawnne for arranging this.

On October 10, [ appeared at the Affirmation Conference
for Gay and Lesbian Mormens. | was joined by Kara, Dawnne, Alli
and Tyler. (There might even be a picture of us someplace in the
Channel.) We spoke about our transitions and helped to dispel
some myths about TGs. We were there to educate and we were
heartened to hear one of the audience refer to us as “real people”.
Exactly the kind of image we need to project and to get the rest of
the world to understand. Thank you, and thank you to Michael
Lambert for inviting us.

November is of course, Thanksgiving. We are planning a
Thanksgiving at Carla's on November 13 and then a TGSF Day of
Thanks at our End of Month on November 18. Everyone who
wants will be given one minute to give thanks to someone who has
been important to them. And two days later is of course, the Day
of Remembrance. | am sure there will be information elsewhere in
the Channel.

Finally, thanks io those that wrote me after my unpleasant
experience on BART. It could have been a lot worse. | guess [ let
my guard down. | forgot that all it takes is one son of a bitch to ruin
things. Next time, | will seream and make a scene and kick the mf
in the balls. | had my awareness button pushed. But | implore you
that if you have been a victim of hate or violence, please call the
Coalition United Against Violence (CUAV) at 415-777-5500. It is
confidential and they need all of the statistics they can get to show
that the public war against the transgender community is far from
over. We've been on defense too often. Time to play offense. I'll
discuss this more in my column.

For now, | am going to enjoy my NFL Sunday Ticket.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Bagdad Café

The Best Café in the Castro

2295 Market Street

San Francisco, CA 94114
PHONE: (415) 621-4434
FAX: (415) 431-7054
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September 25, 2004
TGSF ExCom MeeTing MINUTES

Present: Dawnne Woodie Allison Laureano, Roxy
Carmnichael-Hart, Laura Marlowe, Pamela Gray, Anne-
Louise Mortensen, Siobhan Ellis, Tormi Watson

Not Present: Damon Helton, Kara Flynn
President’s Report
Mr & Miss TGSF will attend Folsom & Castro fairs to
Meet and Greet people. Kara has set up an official TGSF
yahoo group, hitp: r ;
isco . This group is for members of
TGSF only.

There was a letter from San Francisco Pride to
TGSF:

August 30" 2004
Thank you folks for another fabulous year of impressive floats! Each
parade | am overwhelmed by the heights you have gone to, to produce
some of the best concelved and executed designs seen in the entire
history of this event.
Dave Thomas, our Float Barn captain, has had nothing but compli-
ments for your work and the sense of community he's witnessed first-
hand down on Pier 27. Personally, it brings him a great sense of Pride
knowing that perhaps you’ve picked up some tips from his workshaops,
asked for his help and gone on to create wondrous displays, and the
lengths to which you assist each other.

Plecse find enclosed, with my sincere thanks, a return of vour deposit

checks), as the area was left sparkling clean —a proud display of our

work ethic and @ demonsiration of our dedication, and hopefully a

testament to the Port of san Francisco that we deserve to have this

space on a year-round basis.

Keep making art, keep showing vour pride!

Sincerely i

Marsha H. Levine

SFLGBTFC, Inc. Parade Manager 2004

The Ex-Com pass on their congratulations to the float building team.
Vice President’s Report

Most of the VP's activity has been around the 2005 Cotillion. Everything is
meoving along nicely.

The Cotillion sub-committee would like to place the seating chart on the
TGSF web site. An Advertisers packet is created. Silent auction is beingorganised,
Hor's D'ouvres are being organised. There is a new Graphic to be supplied to
Siobhan to put on the web site. Post cards for advertising have been printed.

Contestant last entry for the Cotillion is 7* Nov 2004, The Ex-Com/Con-
testant meeting is slated for December 5* at 1pm at the MCC Church.

Treasurer’s Report

We have, approximately, $5000 in the bank. The Design Center is paid
up. The remainder to be paid to Tyler and Susan Laird now means that TGSF is
debt free.

We have some advertisers, and Siobhén asked to be informed of advertis-
ers so that she can enter them into the membership database.
Secretary’s Report

Siobhan asked the Ex-Cormn if PayPal was to be acceptable for Membership
& Donations. This was approved. The Website to be updated to allow that.

It was noted that the Channel has been going out late recently, and this is
particularly obvicus as the notification goes out that it is on line. However, the
membership is asked to remember that the ExCom is a group of volunteers and
that we do our best. However, at times, delays will happen. Having said that, we
are going to redouble our efforts to get The Channel out on time.

Sicbhan asked Allison, Pamela and Anne-Louise for their profiles.

The new Web site will be up and running next month.

Education

Beauty magic day went well, and the speakers have been thanked. 20 to
25 people attended.

The Ex-Com would like to thank Eve Surnmers, of Adam to Eve, for help-
ing with the MAC event, which also went well.

MAC has expressed interest in running another event. It was suggested

that we run this on the same day as the Bay area Transgendered Holiday Party
on December 12%, Allison will help to co-ordinate with Siobhén.

The Transgendered Law Center wishes to run an event with TGSF. The
suggestion has been to present at an end of month. However, all the EOM

meetings are bocked for the next few months, so it was suggested to do this
at a mid-month. We will be looking at a different venue than the Blue Muse.

Outreach

Hayward Pride was not a success. It was not well organised, and
there were not very many visitors,

Merritt College had Alli, Dawnne, and Tommi present. It was well
received, and they are likely to be asked to do more. More colleges are
also asking for informational events.

. Discussion was had on what to do for Folsom and Castro Strest

airs.

SF TEAM has asked TGSF to help plan Pride

The Ex-Com discussed the relationship with SF TEAM, and helping to
plan Pride is seen as a way to improve relationships and rebuild bridges.
Social

BBQin the park was considered asuccess. There were about 25 people
in attendance. What was particularly noted was intermingling with other
people in the park.

Septembers EOM is to have guest speakers. Luanna Rogers, a thera-
pist, and Nora Sherwood, an electrologist.

Halloween party is to be held at Carla’s and is to be called the “Blair
Witch Party™. This is no longer a shared event with the IRLM, and is TGSF
only. Dinner will be provided with $25 admission fee.

Siobhén is to help Jackie with the Holiday Dinner at the Tarragon,
Sunnyvale, on December 12%.

The Diablo Valley Girls annual dinner was mentioned.

Unitarian Church, in Kensington, is interested in holding an event with
the Transcendence Gospel Choir (http://www.tgcholrorgs). Anne Loulse
is pursuing.

Once more the ExCom asks members to set up mid-months, but mem-
bers of the Ex-Com will start them off and try and get guest entertainers, if
possible. The idea is the EOM will be in a fixed location, but the mid-ronths
will move.

Old Business
Sicbhén raised the issue of the TGSF sub—~cornmitiee that is o look at

* the membership. Siobhan felt that TGSF is not living up to its self pro-

claimed charter, and that the demographics of the membership appear to
be mostly over 35, Caucasian, and male to ferale. A sub-committee should
lock at how to enable TGSF to appeal to a wider audience, such as younger
people and maybe more than MTF people, or the charter of TGSF should
change, and be less inclusive, but more accurate. The sub-committee should
consist of people with varying viewpoints and should contain mermbers, and
non-members.

Siobhén was tasked to draw up a draft survey of questions, and a
suggestion of members to be on the sub-committee. Once approved, the
sub-committee will convene, and eventually report its findings back to the
Ex-Com. The Ex-Com will then vote on which, if any, recommendations
are then passed to the membership to vote on.

Mip-MoNTH SociAL

VoLunTteers NEepep!

TGSF is looking for some enthusiastic and motivated
people to help plan our mid-month socials. TGSF used to
hold these events but, due to a lack of staff, has not been able
to continue these events. So, since all of our current ExCom
members are overwhelmed with other projects, we are asking
our members and our community for assistance.

The Mid-Month is a social that is held during the first two
weeks of the month at a venue in San Francisco or Berkeley.
Previous mid-months were held at the Thirsty Bear, San Fran-
cisco Brewing Company, and the Whitehorse Tavern. Unlike
the monthly End of Month events, the Mid Months are much

more social oriented.
All it takes to plan these events again is for someone to

call a venue that is hopefully very TG friendly and see if they
would be willing 1o host our event. Mid-months can expect

anywhere from 10-20 people. If you would lik elp with
these events, please contact nd she
will present it to the Executive Committee for discussion and

action. Thank you in advance for your help.

TGSF/

2004 4

The Channel



A

Don’t Give Him Any LaseLs — He’s Just LARRY

Marianne Costantinou, SF Chronicle

He's an odd man. Or woman. Take your pick. He has an Adam’s apple and
a bosom. Both are real. So, too, is the male anatomy he says s tucked under his
panty hose. No, he answers patiently, he's not a transsexual. Nope, not
transgender. A cross-dresser? Nah.

Though he does likes the sound of the word “transvestite.” But, he's not
that either. Pity. “I envy the transvestites, who get an erotic thrill out of it," he
says, referring to their shared fondness for wearing women's clothes. “] wish 1 got
some kind of extra kick out of it.”’

OK, but he’s definitely gay, right? Wrong. Definitely not. He's never been
with aman. Though, he sometimes tells strangers that he's gay, just to give them
a handy label and stop their questions.

Well, with his long black ponytall tied in a hot pink scrunchy, black pumps
and flower embroidered sweater — not to mention his size 38B breasts, a gift
from modern medicine — he certainly can't be siraight. So, what do we call him?

“Larry,” he says.

And as a matter of fact, Larry Gladfelder says, he is straight. Sure, he’s off
on a right angle somewhere. But he’s only interested in the sexual company of
waomen — at least, he adds with a smile, on those rare occasions that he has
company. He is drawn to elegant, feminine straight women, but he fares better
\;;rih bisexuals, If he could have anyone in the world, he says it would be Nicole

idman.

By his own account, Larry Gladfelder is androgynous. He considers himself
feminine and masculine: “Let’s go 50-50,"" he says.

Even in the Bay Area, where sexual identity is anything goes, Gladfelder
says he is gawked at. Perhaps it's his age. At 48, he’s too old to be yet another
kid with an outlandish look. He is tall and slender, with blue eyes and chiseled
features. He looks a bit like Ozzy Osbourne, but prettier. He wears only black
from head to toe, from his long pitch-black hair to his size 10 women's shoes. In
adress he's asize 12, but he usually sticks to pants. He wears no makeup except
for occasional light foundation and pale nail polish. He crosses his legs like a
womnan and takes small steps with the dignified air of a lady. But he does not hide
that he's a man. He speaks in a normal male voice and otherwise acts like a
normal guy. Except that he's not.

With his sexuality such a wvisible part of his identity, one might expect
Gladfelder to hang out in sex clubs or bars, or to be active in some sexual rights
organization. He doesn't do any of those things. Rather, for the lest 23 years, he
can be found each and every night, seven nights a week, at Gaylord's, a neigh-
borhood coffee shop in Oakland.

Even with the young tattooed and pierced staff, it doesn't get more main-
stream than Gaylord’s. One of the few cafes open till midnight, it's on Piedmont
Avenue, a popular street with mom and pop shops and a small-town feel. Onany
given night, it’s filled with students, retirees, couples and cops. And sitting on the
wooden bench cut front is Gladfelder.

He knows all the regulars, though no one is more regular than he is. When
he first moved to Oakland in 1981 by way of San Francisco and his hometovm of
Rockford, lll., Gaylord’s was an ice cream parlor. But within months, it became
one of the first places in the neighborhood to get espresso. Gladfelder started
coming around 10:30 p.m. to enjoy a cup of regular coffee with his Virginia
Slims. And he just stayed.

He says he comes to Gaylord's “because it's here” and because “l enjoy the
night. The dark night beckons me.” But it’s also a place to go, he admits, and feel
a part of things. He's made friends at Gaylord's, straight and gay and freaks, he
says, though people do move on and no friendships last as long as he has.

By day, Gladfelder works in a pharmaceutical company, doing quality assur-
ance. He's been there eight years. Before that, he worked on the production end
at a kids' clothing company. Before that, he says, who knows and who cares?
One day, he'd like to move to Hollywood and work as an acter. He's never done
any acting, but then, everyday his life is on stage.

He has a 15-year-old son who lives in Chico but whom he has not seen in
two years, though he does send monthly child support. His son thinks he is
strange, he says, and does not want Gladfelder in his life. His son lived with him
and his “quasi-wife” of five years. That was his last long-term relationship with a
straight woman.

His home life now is a two-bedroom apartment that he rents around the
cerner from Gaylord's. It is sparsely decorated, a mix of Macy's and Victorian. In
the gerage is his 1980s Rolls Royce, He shares his home with his pet tarantula, a
female he calls Spider, and “a pet human,” a friend who crashed at his place
some years ago and has never left. His three sisters and three stepsisters live in
Califernia, and he visits with them and their children often.

"My sisters are pretty straight, compared to me,” Gladfelder says. “They're
all doing the suburban home and kids thing.”

He's happy for them. And he says he's happy for himself. He is often
lonely, though Gaylord's takes some of the edge off. But he wouldn't want to be
any other way, even if he could. “I'm fine with being different,” he says. “I'm fine
with who 1 am. Not a lot of people can say that.”

Beauty Boost
by Wendy R. Schultz
MOISTURIZERS

All year long, your skin is ex-
posed to the elements. In the sum-
mer, it's the sun; in the winter, it's
the cold and the wind. Both sea-
sons produce dry skin and undesir-
able effects that often negatively af-
fect how your cosmetics go on, not
to mention how your face feels.
Winter is approaching, and you
need to think more about keeping
your skin hydrated. Moisturizers are
now formulated scientifically, so it's easy to find the right one for
your particular skin type.

Your skin can become dry for many reasons. Most often dry
skin is a result of the sebaceous glands producing less oil. This can
be due to weather, hormones, or age. The oil or moisture must
come from somewhere, otherwise the skin will appear flaky, dull,
cracked, or even painful. Wind-burned skin is not fun, and using a
product to soothe and calm the affected area is a must.

Qily and acne-prone skin also needs moisture but may not
need as much moisture as dry skin. The oils in oily skin do help to
lubricate the skin’s surface, but a moisturizer is necessary to keep
things in balance. A lighter moisturizer or one labeled oil free is
excellent for this type of skin. Normal skin also needs a moistur-
izer to keep it balanced.

Our skin needs different care according to the season. In win-
ter, our skin may feel dry because of the colder air, and we may
need a product that's heavier than usual. In summer, we might
need a lighter moisturizer because we perspire more. Often, it's a
good idea to use a moisturizer that contains a sunscreen, summer
or winter.

How Moisturizers Work

Basically, there are three types of moisturizers — Occlusives,
Humectants, and Emollients.

Occlusives are substances that physically block water loss in
the skin (think Vaseline). They provide an excellent barrier to keep
skin's existing maisture intact and are great for cold weather activ-
ity. Skin loses moisture slower, and stays hydrated longer.
Occlusives, however limit the skin’s ability to breathe. Prolonged

usage could create additional skin problems.

Humectants attract water to the skin, thus keeping it mois-
turized. The water, however, is attracted from other skin cells, and
not from the outside.

Emollients work by filling the spaces between skin flakes.
They are usually combined with an emulsifier such as Vitamin E,
A, D, mineral oil, lanolin, or fatty acids.

Because moisturizers are absorbed into the skin, it’s impor-
tant to remember that some ingredients can be irritating. Remem-
ber to lock at the product’s ingredients to avoid irritation, breakouts,
or other adverse reactions. Some ingredients are known to cause
reactions in people with sensitive skin, and should be used with
care.

Questions? Feedback? Need help finding products? Send me
an email - BeautyBoost@hotmail.com.
Although I'm a licensed Esthetician, I'm not a healthcare profes-

sional. As such, please consult with your doctor prior to beginning any
new skin care regimen.
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November 7/ 1:00pm - 4:00pm
TGSF ExCom MEETING

Also the Deadline for Mr./Miss TGSF Contestants!A busy agenda is
planned and velunteers and extra hands are always needed! Please join
your ExCom for lunch and help us out! Cotillion Application materials and
fees may be brought to the California Grille Restaurant at the San Matea
Marriott, 1770 South Amphlett Blwd., San Matec between 1-4 PM.,

Thursday / November 11 / 7:30pm
TGSF Mip-MonTH SocIAL

Cathedral Hill Hotel in San Francisco. Both CJ Khing and Anne Louise
will be performing. CJ plays the guitar and sings and Anne Louise plays
the piano and sings. The Cathedral Hill Hotel is located 1101 Van Ness
Ave. (Corner of Geary Blvd.) San Francisco CA 94109.

Saturday / November 13 / 4:00pm

THANKSGIVING POoTLUCK

AtCarla's4-9 PM. Co-sponsored by TGSF, RGA and DVG. No charge
but please bring a dish.

Thursday / November 18 / 7:03pm

TGSF Enp or MontH/Day oF THANKS

Blue Muse Restaurant, 409 Gough Street. Join us for dinner at 7:30
and the program will begin about 9 PM. Everyone who wants to will be
given one minute to thank someone special in their lives.

Saturday / November 20

6™ AnnuaL Day oF REMEMBRANCE

See details elsewhere in this issue!

Coming in December

Sunday /December 5/ 1:00pm - 4:00pm

TGSF ExCom MEETING

Nate new location for this month! MCC Church, 150 Eureka, SF.
Thisis the deadline for all contestant technical information and is a manda-
tory meeting for all contestants.

Sunday / December 12
TGSF MAC EVEnT

See ad in this issue for more information or contact Siobhan Ellis.

Sunday / December 12 / 7:00pm
RGA, TGSF & DVG HoLipay DINNER

...at the Tarragon Restaurant. See ad elsewhere in this issue for all
the details!

Thursday / December 16 / 7:30pm
TGSF HoLpay PARTY

Blue Muse Restaurant, 409 Gough Street. Join us for dinner at 7:30
and the program will begin about 9 PM. We'll have a gift exchange and
sing holiday carols. Please bring a gift, valued at no more than $10, if you
would like to participate.

Friday / December 17 / 8:00pm

RGA HoLipay PoTLUCK

New Community Church of Faith, 6350 Rainbow Drive, San Jose.
Please bring a dessert or side dish. For more inforrnation, please call the
RGA Warmline at 408}-984-4044

11/03
11/05
11/06
11/06
11/07
11/07
11/11
11/12
11/13
11/15
11/15
11/16
11/19
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Fem Fashions Lingerie

Nails Wigs

Shoes

Cosmetics

Erin Cadiz 11/20 Lola Hurley
Tracy Jaquith 11/20  Lynn Heinkel
Lorri Lew-Conner 11/21  Sheri R.

Valerie Valeska 11/22  Angela Marie
Andrea Drane 11/22 Michelle Patrick
Nina Larouche 11/25 Dale R. Carlson
Mary Ellen Ratcliff 11/25 Lee Powell

Ann Grogan 11/25  Gliinda Corner
Katie Kearney 11725 Sandy Campbell
Debbie Cock 11725 Mikayla Connell
Marcia Chapdelaine 11/26  Meredith Memaran
Kari Summers 11/28  Rendall Stone
Ricki Ballen 11/29  Kathryn Ryder

Leah Christina Segman  11/30  Carol Alexander
11730  Rom Bimbaum

Happvy Birthday To All!

Nails Wigs Lingerie

CARIAS

Salon & Boutique

124 Race Street

San Jose, CA 95126
(408) 298-6900

Serving the Cross Gender
Community’s needs
with sensitive help
and understanding.

Cosmetics Fem Fashions Shoes

$2172WS0))
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OTHeER Bay Area Grours

Central City Hospitality House (CCHH)

288 Turk Street, SF. 415-749-2167. Facilitated TG discussion group
every Monday, 5:00pm - 6:30pm.

Diablo Valley Girls (DVG)

Meets 1st and 3rd Monday of every month. 8:00pm at Club 1220,

1220 Pine Street in Walnut Creek. Write to DVG, PO Box 2723885,
Cencord, CA 94527-2885 or call 925-937-8432.

DVG Rap Group (RCC)

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7:00pm at Rainbow
Community Center, 2118 Willow Pass Road, Suite 500 in Concord.
For more information call 925-037-8432.

FIM International

A support group for Female-to-Male CDs and TSs; Holds open Infor-
mational Mgeetings and closed Supporl Meetings. Write FTM Interna-
tional, Inc., 160 141h Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 orcall 415-
553-5987.

I Love It Girl Socials

Every Wednesday night at | Love It Boutique, 45979 Warm Springs
Blud_, #7 in Fremaont. Call Jo-An at 51[]_ for directions
and more informaticn.

Mid-Peninsula TG Group (MPTG)
TGSF-sponsored support group for the TG community that meets at
7:00pm, First Wednesday of each month at the San Matec Marriot
Hotel, Nob Hill RW! Mateo. For more details please con-
tact Roxy at (510) Debuts May 5th!

Pacific Ctr for Human Growth (PacCir)

A counseling oriented growth center sponsors all-incusive gender
support groups on every Friday at B:00pm, 2712
Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley. 510-548-8283.

Rainbow Gender Association (RGA)

Meets 1st and 3rd Friday of the month 8:00pm at the New Commu-
nity of Faith Church, 6350 Rainbow Drive, Sen Jose. Mail: PO Box
T00730, San Jose, CA 95170 or cal 408-984-4044.

Sacramento Gender Association (SGA)

Biue Rose Chapter meets 8:00pm the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each
month in Sacramento. Write PO Box 162907, Sacramento, CA
95816 or call 916-364-7212 for meeting locations. Website:
www transgender.org/sga; email: sga@transgender.org

Santa Cruz Trans (SCT)

Bi-weekly social/support group for gender-gifted persons serving
Santa Cruz and Central Coast. 1st and 3rd Tuesdays everymonth at

The Diversity Center, 177 Walnut Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060;
(831) 425-5422; 7:00pm

SCOUT (SCOUT)

Santa Cruz Organization for Uniting Transmen, meets on the dth
Tuesday of every month at the Diversity Center (listed above); 7:30pm

Silicon Valley Gender Association (SVGA)

A new irangender support group meets 2t the Billy De Frank Com-
munity Center in San Jose on the 2nd and 4th Friday of every month
from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. For more information, call 408-293-2429.
TGIF

A social group for transgenders. Meeis one Saturday each month a
a private home in Santa Rosa for a potluck social from 4:00pm until
early evening. Space iglimited - Beservations Recommended! Cal
Diane or Anne at 707

T.R.AN.S

MTF support groupsmeet every Wednesday afterncon 2:00- 3:30pm
at 1145 Bush Streel in San Francisco.

Please Print / Check all that apply:

TGSF MemBersHiP APPLICATION

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 &
500 PM CCHH 7:00 PM SCT 200 PM T.RANS | 700 PM D¥G RCC | £:00 PM PacCir
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Membership is billed annually upon enrollment: $40 Single / $45 Family

I 0 Special $35 Single Membership w/ Email-Only* Delivery of CHANNEL

: : Send Check or Money Order to: TGSF, PO Box 426486
? i ’
Would you like a link from the TGSF Website to your URL? O Yes 0 No San Franciecs, CA 94142-6486, or hand to any Board

May we use photos of you taken at TGSF events in our newsletter or website? O Yes [ No Member at a TGSF Social.
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Funpraising CAMPAIGN
Designated Sustaining Membership Giving Levels & Recognition
GuagpiaN Lever: $2500 ANGEL LEver: $500
Recoanition & Benefits: ecogniti nefits:
Recognition in all TGSF Programs / Channel / Website Recognition in Cotillion Program
Two complimentary tickets to the Cotillion One complimentary ticket to the Cotillion
Framed Recognition Certificate Framed Recognition Certificate
Original Signed Photo of Ms / Mr TGSF Paid Annual Membership in TGSF
Ride on the Pride Day Parade Float
Paid Annual Membership in TGSF Century LEVEL: $250
ition its:
PATRON LEVEL: $1000 Recognition in Cofillion Program
ecogniti its: Framed Recognition Certificate
Recognition in all TGSF Programs / Channel / Website
Two complimentary tickets to the Cotillion MEegriT LEVEL: SI 00
Framed Recaognition Certificate R sitio o Q Benafifs:
Ride on the Pride Day Parade Float Recognition in Cotillion Program
Paid Annual Membership in TGSF Recognition Certificate

= Clip & Mail Today!

Make your CONTRIBUTION to TGSF Today!

Your Sustaining Membership contribution will be used to suppert the educational and social activities for TGSF.
Please make your confribution now!

Please indicate your level of giving:

O Guardian - $2500 [ Patron-$1000 [ Angel- $500 O Century-$250 O Merit - $100

Your Name:

Email:

Address:

City/State:
QO Check if you DO NOT want TGSF to acknowledge you as a Sustaining Member

Please mail this Tax Deductible Sustaining Membership Contribution Form along with your Check payable to TGSF to:
TGSF P.O. Box 426486 San Francisco, CA 94142-6486

Thank you for your support of TGSF!

Zip:
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STicks AND STONES

by Roxanne Ross, President ‘04-'05

Transgender Education Association of Greater Washington,
DC

From the October TGEA Transgender Pinnacle

To say that my support group means a lot to me would be a MAJOR under-
staternent! 1 credit the friends that | have made and the caring shown to me as
creating one of the most significant impacts on my life. That is why | am some-
what reluctant to share two things that happened at a meeting that affected me
deeply. In the first one, | do not know for certain that what was said was how it
was truly meant. In the second, | had an opportunity to follow my own advice.
However, | am going to use these experiences to point out a very real issue that
our group should take to heart.

In the first instance, | was engaged in conversation with two individuals
discussing an aspect of real life that Sister #1 had done in the past few weeks.
Sister #2 was showing great interest in her experience and asking questions.
When [ happened to comment that this had also been my experience for some
months now and even knowing this had never asked or showed an interest in the
same way, she made the comment that since my situation did not include future
SRS, it was just not the same. Then to my shock, the first sister said in a slightly
sarcastic voice, ‘Poseur!’ I laughed feebly and then walked away. | felt hurt. My
own choices and life situation were made to seem of little consequence, even
invalid. If | took the word literally, | was a fake, because | did not happen to
include surgery in my plans. | truly believe that this was not meant as harsh as it
sounded, and that it was an attemnpt at a jest, but the words stung nonetheless.
Frankly, it was more thoughtless than anything else.

The second instance happened almost minutes later. Another sister, who
had not been to a meeting in a while, shared a very personal and poignant story
of her journey, which had taken some unexpected turns. She was apologetic in
that it sounded like her choices may mean some persona changes in her that
might make it less likely that she would feel as welcome in the group. Her somrow
was she has made good friends here and did not want to lose them. [ told her that
whatever it was that made her happy and comfortable with hersell was more
important than anyone’s opinion of how she made those kinds of decisions. [ told
her that we loved her and wanted her to come and be with us no matter what the
outcome of her choices. But as | walked away | wondered how confident | really
was in what | was telling her having just been through the first situation.

When we come to a monthly meeting, we have new people coming almost
every time. | am sure we all remember the difficulties we faced getting to our first
meeting. In addition, we typically do not know all the background of what even
regular members have gone through the previous month. Life has dealt many of
us difficult blows. Loss of family, ruined maniages, serious health complications,
job loss are but afew of the traumas that our members and friends bring weighing
them down on entering our meeting place. Although ocur name, Transgender
Education Association sounds very Washington business-like, we are primarily a
support group. Emotional support. Friendship. A place to find a sympathetic ear,
I have come to meetings with much guilt and sorrow on my mind, but usually
have found the community to be uplifting.

Recently however, there have been signs that we may be slightly drifting
from this ideal of emotional support. Political movements, whether national poli-
tics or transgender organizations lobbying efforts, regularly enter into our discus-
sions. Being respectful and civil to differing opinions is vital to maintain an envi-
ronment of openness and acceptance. Given the passions we may have about
certain issues, that ideal can be difficult to maintain.

The “label” game (like CD, TG, TS, pre-op, past-op, non-op) is also applied
casually and sornetimes callously, showing alack of understanding or respect for
individuals whose journey does not match our cwn. “She’s only (or just) a {fill-in
the blank).” Words that are hurtful and demeaning. Each of us has had to find our
way through the very bleak prospect of ever finding a supportive place to be
ourselves. If on coming to our first meeting, we had been laughed at, or described
with derogatory termns by the very group of people who should be the most
empathetic, how weuld we have felt?

What I ask you to think about is this: consider when you come to a meeting,
that in all our efforts to make a fun and friendly evening, your words are often the
most important aspect of what will happen that night. Try to be a goed listener.
Be open to really hear people as to where they are along their journey. Put
vourself in their place and draw alongside of thern, sharing hope and encourage-
ment if you can. Be careful with labels. They often do not fit. Realize that this is
a process of self-discovery we are going through. Not everyone is at the same
place or following the same road, The old saying about “sticks and stones™ may
be true, but the hurt caused by careless words is still very real.

We need one another's support more than you realize.

Conressions OF A Dancgerous Minp

By Roxy Carmichael-Hart
The Gospel According to Roxy

I was the victim of a hate crime the other day. While | was descending
the escalator at Fremont BART, some punk decided he would try to pull
my hair off, with the obvious intention of outing me as a transsexual and to
humiliate and embarrass me. He didn't get the hair but he tumed around
and looked atme with a stupid smile. The only retort | had was to call him
an asshole. 1did report the crime to BART police and to the Coalition
United Against Violence (CUAV). If you ever are the victim of violence
and/or a hate crime, | implore you to report the incident to CUAV. Their
number is (415) 777-5500. They will keep your information confiden-
tial. But they need to report statistics and any information they can get wil
help them go to the authorities and tell them that hate crimes are occurnring
against the TG population far too often. Recent legislation signed spon-
sored by Assernblywoman Sheila Kuehl (who used to be on “Dobie Gillis")
and signed by Governor Schwarzenegger (thank you!) now includes gen-
der identity under the umbrella of a *hate erime”.

Back to my incident. One problern was that [ let down my guard. |
had become so safe and secure and confident with my appearance and
manner that | forgot one cardinal rule which applies to anyone — there are
lots of good people cut there but it only takes one asshole to ruin things,
Remember — it only took 20 people to kil 3,000 on 9/11/01. You can't
ever let down your guard. Be conscious of your surroundings and look
around like I do now. Instead of nonchalanting down the escalator, | run
down the stairs. [look around. | sit with my back to the wall of the car. | quit
taking BART for a few days but then | thought “l just moved to a place
where | can walk to BART and I'll be goddamed if ] am going to let some
sonofbitch run my life.” So | have started taking BART again. The next
time, if there is one, that this happens, [ will yell and scream and give the
motherfucker a kick in the balls and make sure that [ draw attention to the
crime. We need to put these fuckers in jail.

As if this were bad enough, earlier that day, [ had a run-in with some
right-wing Christian with whom | work. To make a long story short, | had
to use the rest room very badly. The unisex rooms were in use, so | went to
her in an atternpt to appeal to her sense of decency as a human being, to
see if she minded that [ use the women’s rest room. Instead of seeing my
discomfort, she began lecturing me about what her church says as if | gave
a shit (ne pun intended). 1 could see the anger and haie in her eyes. Sol
just waited for the unisex bathroom to be open.

Why do these things happen? To put it bluntly, we let thern. Oh sure
we march and protest and write notes to each other on yahoo groups but
basically, we don’t take a stand. We don't say, "I am as mad as hell and |
am not going to take it anymore”. | should have said “fuck you” to the old
bag and used the woman's rest room. | should have exerted mylegal rights.
We need to do more than march. We need to take action. We need to send
letters to the media and demand that they stop their degrading and dehu-
manizing stereotypes. We need to insist that positive images of transgenders
be portrayed and before any movie which includes transgenders is shown,
it should be screened by people in the know, to ensure that it is not de-
meaning, much as the Africa-American community has done. We need to
march right down to Diane Feinstein’s and Barbara Boxer's offices and
dernand support for a national transgender civil rights bill. We need to sit
down with Barbara Boxer and have her sponsor legislation to overturn the
barbaric Social Security Rule that requires us to be surgically altered before
we can legally be considered as our rightful gender. If our leaders wanted to
make these things it happen, they could. If the politicians in this country
really cared as much about people as they claim to, they would tell the
Christian wrong to go straight to hell. They need to stand up for basic
human dignity and let the chips fall where they may. | guarantee you that
they would win more votes that they lost. But the politicians are so afraid
of offending any interest group that might have a few votes to help them
win, theydon’t take a stand. To steal from the movie "Dave”, they do what
is popular, not what is right.

| have been trying to think of why the Christians hate and fear us so
much .Why do the Christians think we are mentally ill and should be locked
up in an asylum or a concentration camp (believe me there are plenty who
would love to exterminate the GLBT population)? I have been wracking
my brain and then [ realized — we represent what they think of as God's
“mistakes”. By putting the heart of one gender into the body of another

Continued on Page 21
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TransceENDER AwAreNeEss Day Anbp

ResourcE FAIR
Hosted by student groups at City College SF
Wednesday November 17, 2004
11:00am - 2:00pm
CCSF Student Union, 50 Phelan Avenue, SF

The goal for this event is to provide information, support, and cama-
raderie to members of Transgender cornmunities on the City College cam-
pus and city-wide, as well as to reach out to those who may have less
awareness with issues of gender identity and expression.

Featured at the event will be:

* Dynamic speakers program at 12 noon

¢ Cecelia Chung Commissioner, S.F. Human Rights Commission

» Gwen Smith Founder, Transgender Day of Rermembrance,

» Marcus Arana Discrimination Investigator, S.F. Human Rights Com-
mission, CCSF student

* Janetta Louise Johnson Walden House/ Transgender Recovery coun-
selor, community activist & CCSF student

¢ Representatives from CCSF, including TG@CCSF president Kitty
Kastro

» The unveiling of our Transgender Timeline, a joint project of CCSF
Transgender VOICES, Transgender RIGHTS, Graphics Communi-
cation Department, and the Office of Mentoring & Service Learning

s Build community *Altar of Empowerment and Remembrance” bring
an item for altar

o Gallery of city-wide resources and services, Transgender Law Center,

TRANS, Human Rights Commission, Institute Familiar de la Raza,

Filipino Task Force, Walden House, Transgender Life Care, AND

MANY OTHERS.

¢ Beauty and Fashion Censultations offered by Oui, Three Queens

This event is hosted by Transgender VOICES, Transgender RIGHTS,
a student-led project of the HIV/STI Education Office of CCSF, and
TG@CCSF, student club. Co-sponsors include Project SURVIVE and Project
SAFE, the Women's Resource Center, and the Queer Alliance. For more
information, please call Joani Marinoff at || || | EEEGzEG-

This event has two equally important goals. The first is to provide
information, support and camaraderie to members of the campus and
citywide transgender communities. The second is to demystify transgender
for the City College community and build ties to our potential allies. We
feel that this is especially important following the harassment of transgender
students on Phelan campus during the past year. The event will feature a
speakers program at 12 noon, information tables of local transgender
community resources and service providers, building an “Altar of Remem-
brance” honoring transgender people killed by hate-motivated violence
and the unveiling of Transgender VOICES/Transgender RIGHTS
“Transgender Time-line.” To draw students to the event we'll have free
pizza and beverages.

Hey!

$10 Bucks Per Issue Gets You An Ad Like This...!

Tall, feminine, graceful closel CD seeks Big Sister to help with shopping and makeup tips. |
live alone so it's helpful if you can come here, but [ ean certainly travel. SF Area. Call (415)
000-0000. Up to 40 words only $10.00. Send text of ad anchheck or Money Order to
TGSF's PO Box, ATTN: Editor, Reach out and come out!

Transcending Transgender

Sponsored by
City of Refuge UCC Outreach Ministries

A support group facilitated by Janetta Johnson and Portia
Denard; Where: City of Refuge, United Church of Christ, 1025
Howard Street, San Francisco CA 94103, (415) 861-6130.
When: Every Friday, 6 pm to 7:30 pm. Food and snacks will
be provided.

rummmummuﬂmmmwmmﬂm“

§ November 20th, 2004

i 6TH ANNUAL

g Toansceupen Dav Or Feveverance
by Gwendolyn Ann Smith

Nineteen people have been reportedly murdered worldwide since
late Novernber, 2003, due to anti-transgender violence. Nine of those
were in the United States, three were in California, and one was in the
San Francisco Bay Area. This level of viclence against those viewed as
breaking gender norms has remained high for more than a decade.

This vear, join others in your community to say “No More” to this
sort of violence at a local Transgender Day of Remembrance event.

Events will commence in San Francisco on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 17th, 2004 at the City College of San Francisco Student Union,
50 Phelan Avenue, San Francisco, from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Speak-
ing will be Cecilia Chung, Commissioner, S.F. Human Rights Commis-
sion, Gwen Smith, Founder, Transgender Day of Remembrance, Marcus
Arana Discrimination Investigator, S.F. Human Rights Commission and
CCSF student, Janetta Louvise Johnson Walden House/Transgender
Recovery counselor, community activist and CCSF student, and other
Representatives from CCSE.

UCSF will commemorate the Day of Remembrance on Friday,
November 19th, from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.am., in Toland Hall (Reom
U-142, 533 Parnassus). Featured will be SF's beloved Transcendence
Gaspel Choir, Sylvia Guerrero, and Gwen Smith. Co-sponsored by UCSF
TRANS.

Finally, on the Transgender Day of Remembrance itself, No-
vember 20th, meet up at Harvey Milk Plaza in the Castro (ot Castro
and Market Streets, near Castro Station and the Castro Street F line
stop) at 6:30pm (just after GenderBlast) for a solernn march down Mar-
ket Street to the LGBT Community Center. At 7:30pm in the Rainbow
Roorn of the LGBT Center will be the official Day of Remembrance
memorial, featuring members of Gwen Araujo’s and Toni “Delicious”
Green's families, and a performance by the Transcendence Gospel Choir.

This event is sponsored by TransGender San Francisco, the SF
LGBT Pride Committee, Transgender Law Project, Fernale To Male
International, SF TEAM, SF LGBT Center, CUAV, TransBay, FTM In-
formational Network, Transexual Menace, the APl Welness Center, Youth
Gender Project, and others.

For more information on these and other Day of Remembrance
events, see http://www.rememberingeurdead.org/day/

Remember: in the struggle for our rights, the number one right we
E need is the right to exist,

mewmmﬂumwwmmmmwmmmw
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: Attention All Recruits! — It’s Party Time

Deplovment Orders For
The Rainbow Room, Hayward, California

You are ordered to report for entertainment, chow, surprises, and
tons of fun at the

4th Annual Stars & Stripes Show!
Sunday, 7 November 2004 1600 hours

Entertainment: 1700 hours
All recruits and lifers are welcomed to perform!
Special guest MC’s!
Special prize for best in uniform!

By order of the Vice Chair of the Board of Directors, Marge Ramirez
& the Stars and Stripes Duke, Royal Grand Duke 12 Frank Salerno.
You don’t want to be AWOL!

Carolyn C. Kelly, Vocalist / Emcee
Kelly Enterprises, 3056 Castro Valley Blvud #81, Castro Valley, CA
94546 = (415) 845-5499 Cell
Rainbow Room, Sports Bay & Entertainment Lounge:
www. rainbow-room.com
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Youth Gender Project

J GendenBlast S5

GenderBlast is a conference for transgender, gender-vari-
ant and gender questioning (TGQ) youth 25 and under, and
our allies of al ages. The conference will be held from 9:00am-

5:30pm on November 20, 2004, before the Transgender
W’?’W SWM’ W Day of Remembrance march (6:30pm).
Workshops may include: how to change your name/gen-

WEDNESDAY; November 3, 2004 der legally; creative writing or art; trans issues and race or

ethnicity; safe cruising, passing tips; trans issues for allies 101;
know your rights; and many more!

and continuing on the first Wednesday of each month

NEW LOCATION! | Youth Gender Project, 1800 Market St. #307
Full Circle Books San Francisco, CA 94102, Email:
; genderblast@youthgenderproject.org. :
1538 El Camino Real, Belmont, CA 94002, (650) 508-9546 . ithgende org. Phone: (415) 8655625

November 20 / 7:00pm

San Jose’s DucaL 2004
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN

The MARQUESSA JO-AN ... that’s me, aka “MoM’ would love
to see as many of you as p055|ble at this event. As you know, the
IRML raises $$ for charity and our goal this year is $40,000 .. {mfor-
ration about thern can be found at: http. /A idm ova/index shtml

The “l Love It Chicks” will be performing ... also, it's so much
fun to come dressed “In Theme" . Plrates, Damsels in Distress, Car-
jbbean, Charro! Carmen M]randa ! ... ] have every single costume
you could imagine!

The Imperial Royal Lion Monarchy Inc of San
Jose

The Three Ring Rainbow Court Of Love, Lust And
Laughter

With
Grand Duchess Madame Steele
And
Grand Duke “S” Bearina Da Great
Invite You To

The Party of the Year -Ducal Ball 2004
Pirates of the Caribbean

“A DUCAL BIRTHDAY BASH"”
Come Celebrate
Madame Steele’s 21st Birthday

and

All welcome regardless of race, age,
gender, gender identification, etc.

$1 donation will be requested but no one will be turned away.
For more details please contact Laura Patterson at*
Please note: This is a support group.
The views expressed in this group

are reflective of the attendees and do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the ExCom and members of TGSE

You are encouraged to speak to your personal physician and/or
therapist regarding your specific treatment and care.

[ E N N RN N RN E NN N A NN N ENNERENEDNSHEHNRSENEH;N ]
®
e New Vendor in Sacramento!

AnnouncING ARIEL’S CLOSET

Ariel’s Closet will be a discrete comfortable place in Sacramento where
members of the transgender community can go to be themselves. Cross Dress-
ers, Transsexuals, Transvestites and those who care for them can goto Ariel’s,
especially those who cannot dress at horne or who cannot go out in public.
You will be able to receive mail, keep your clothing, enjoy social activities like
formal teas, get makeovers and use computers at Ariel's. Similar establish-
ments are Carla’s in San Jose and | Love Itin Fremont. Now there will be cne
in Sacramento.

Bearina’ s....well...uh were not sure how old she is?
(and the old broad ain’t telling!)

No more having to rent a hotel room just to dress for an evening to go
out. No more fearing the family or kids will find your clothes, or your boss will
see you when you need to be who you are.

We take confidentiality very sericusly. All members will be screened.
This Is a SAFE PLACE. You can join an elist at no cost and give Ariel's stalf
input right now on what you need and what you would like to have. Your
input is invaluable as this new service is being created. Visit http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/ArielsCloset/

You can also use a website that is in the process of being created. It will
be interactive for the community. There will be a calendar of events, chat
rooms, galleries where you can post your pictures, and forums where vou can
discuss thing you chose and decide are important. Free membership to the
website keeps out Spamn bots and porn sparmmers. It will be up and running
as soon as the domain points to the servers in about 72 hours. Visit http: // .
www.ArielsCloset.com.

Fun-Food-Friends & More!
Doors at 7:00pm
Show at 8:00pm
$10.00 at the door
Odd Felloes Hall, 124 Race Street, San Jose * 408-298-6900
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For more information
Steel at
Great at

Love Itl

., Grand Duke “S” Bearina Da’
. COSTUMES? Call Jo-An at | I
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IRLM of San Jose is a I
. Non Profit 501c3 Charitable Organization. I

 FE NN N RN NN NN NNENNENNNEENNNENNNNERNENRENNN] S ————.

290000000 0C0COPCERDROEOBEROIEBDBIBDTODOSIDTON

TGSF/ 2004 — il The Channel




AL
Bloomingdales
Stanford Mall

Sunday Decembe 1”th aGO4

Contact
408 '213.'1_" 69,___9"7 _

Bay AReA AMERICAN INDIAN TwoO-SPIRITS

Community Potlucks

Tentative Dates For 2004: December 3. Held from 7:00-9:00 p.an.
at the San Francisco LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market Street at
Octavia, Check board upon entering for room number.

Please bring something to share — food, non?alcoholic drinks, song, |

poem, raffle item. Traditional food is especially welcome. Contact us to
confirm each event. BAAITS potlucks are clean and sober. Those under
the influence of alcohol or drugs will be asked to leave.

BAAITS has an office at 1800 Market Street #411 in San Francisco,
CA 94102. 415-865-5616 / www . baaits.org. BAAITS is a community
based volunteer organization creating forums for spiritual, cultural and ar-
tistic expression of Two-Spirit people.

TRANS
(Transgender Resource and Neighborhood Space)

TRANS is a program of UCSF, entirely dedicated to the well-being of
transgender people, staffed almost entirely by members of the transgender
community, providing a community gathering place for MTF, FTM,
genderqueer and emerging trans-identified communities.

In our space we provide gender-appropriate and culturally-appropri-
ate workshops, linkage to service providers, case management, support
groups, events, guest speakers, substance use/sbuse intervention and mental
health services to the broad spectrum of transgender and gender variant
people in San Francisco, Our workshops and support groups address is-
sues of transgender health and health care policy, HIV awareness and
substance use/abuse issues, transitioning and surgical procedures for both
FTM and MTF transpeople, identity and self esteem, transgender law, com-
mercial sex work, and general life skills.

Through cur workshops, support groups and special events, TRANS
hopes to offer the transgender cormmunity of the San Francisco Bay Area
the means to address concemns both within and outside of our community.
Staffed by caring and committed transgender and gender variant people,
TRANS provides an informal drop-in center where MTF and FTM
transgender people, gender queer and gender variant people can go to
relax, socialize, take a shower, and join in the ongoing effort to foster the
well-being of our community.

You may view our website at the following URL: http://

www caps ucsf.edu/TRANS/. Please feel free to provide a link to our
website if you wish.

Invite You to a

%g;?%ﬁ" EEAH‘TGS‘;";;‘&“B.G& ................
'i;‘:eﬁ W 2 .

Dineer
Sunday, December 12, 2004 » 7:00pm

Tarragon Restaurant
140 South Murphy Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
408-737-8003

Dinner includes a salad, entrée, dessert and coffee

Entrée choices are prime rib, chicken, salmon or vegetarian
$40.00 per person

Hors d’ocuvres will be served beforehand,
but drinks are on your own

Gift Exchange
Fach guest is requested to contribute a gift-wrapped present
Suggested price range: $5.00 — $10.00
Reservations Required

i Please conract_by December 1!

Please indicate how many guests will be attending,
and their dinner choices

Pre -payment preferred, if possible, but cash or check pay-
i ment acceptable at the restaurant

................................................

Miss Rachael Janelle Light
Empress 34 (The Butterfly Empress)
And
Miss Roxy Carmichael-Hart
President of TGSF and Cookie Princess 003

Cordially invite you to an

rfren-Panty
Sundoy, December 12, 2004

Following the TG Holiday Dinner at the Tarragon
At Miss Janelle-Light’s home
931 Bidwell Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA
Come enjoy a variety of
sweets, treats, and spirits

Help Decorate the Christmas Tree!

RSVP to Rachael at (408) || G

A Hart-Light Production/Hart-Griffin Joint

TGSF/- 2004
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On The Horizon...
IFGE AnnuaL CONVENTION.

The International Foundation for GEnder Education
(IFGE, the publisher of “Tapestry” magazine) will hold its
19th Annual Convention in Austin on April 26-30,
2005, at the Red Lion Inn (near 290 and [-35). This is a
short cab ride from the Austin Airport.

IFGE is currently scliciting presenters. 1 am submit-
ting several proposals, and | hope that Christie Lee
Littleton and Vanessa Foster and others of my Texas
friends will do the same. Deadline for presentation pro-
posals is September 30th. Contact alng@mindspring.com
for information on being a presenter.

You are encouraged to mark this date and make plans
to attend. For more information, send a request to S.
Kristine James, PO Box 61, Easton, PA 18044, phone
610

WWW . TLOVEITGIRL . COM TRAMNSCENDER FRIENDLY SHOPPING
i 510-656-4738 WHATEVER YOU WANT - WE HAVE IT ALL
email us: joan@iloveilgirl.com

CAN BRING OUT THE WOMAN WITHIN YOU

Jo-An Torres

45979 Warm Springs Blvd., #7 Image Creator

Fremont, CA 94539
(betweer Spinming Yarn & Econolodge)
Private Appointments Available

Makeovers - Wigs - Breastforms - Corsets
PRICES EVERYONE CAN AFFORD!

TG Voices IN 55 Worbps oR LEsS

The spoken works competition open to all
types, styles and genders of TGs in the
worldwide transgendered community.

 Cact Preges!

for the best
and the most innovative works.

A book and a CD will ke published and
sold for the benefit of
The Renaissance Transgender

Association, hitp://www ren.org

Entries must be recorded on tape
or reproducible CD and accompanied
by a written text. Please download rules from TGVoices.org

Deadline June 1, 2005
TG Voices in 55 Words or less — 20057
is a charitable project of Transgendered Voices, Incorporated,
a Wyoming not-for-profit corporation

NTAC Sets Lobby Days for May 2005

Transgender activists will converge on Capitol Hill on May 18 - 20,
2005 to lobby Congress once again for passage of transgender-inclusive
hate crimes and employment nondiscrimination legislation. Lobby Days
2005 is sponsored by the National Transgender Advocacy Coalition (NTAC),
the country's largest and most active organization advocating for the rights
of transgender Americans at federal, state, and local levels.

Participants are expected from all over the country and will likely
include victims of anti-transgender hate crimes and those who have per-
sonal experience with employment and other types of transgender bias
and discriminaticn. NTAC and the National Center for Transgender Equal-
ity will help attendees arrange meetings with their senators and represen-
tatives and staff members.

Marisa Richmond, Chair of the NTAC Lobbying Committee, noted
that 30 lobbyists from around the country visited 81 Senate offices and
236 House offices in April 2004 to discuss the need for transgender inclu-
sicn in pending civil rights legislation. *This effort played an important role
in identifying potential supporters of transgender inclusion in ENDA and
LLEEA, " she said. “This information was vital to the ccordinated effort by
transactivists in getting HRC to adopt a new trans-inclusive policy towards
ENDA. We look forward to maintaining the momentum in 2005.”

One major difference in the 2005 lobbying effort is the recent deci-
sicn of the Hurman Rights Campaign decision to support only a transgender-
inclusive Employment Nondiscrimination Act (ENDA). ltis essential to have
demonstrably significant numbers of concemed community activists and
supporters working together to educate their elected representatives on
these vital issues. The need has never been greater, and HRC support can
improve our reception in Congress.

“Since 1999, NTAC has been advocating in support of equality for
the transgender community,” said Vanessa Edwards Foster, chair and co-
founder of NTAC. *We may well be on the edge of a new era for our
community, an era of unfettered accomplishment in our fight for civil rights.
It's essential that NTAC and the transgender community are distinctly vis-
ible and a key part of this effort towards our equality.”

NTAC will hold a plenary session for training and assignments on
May 18th. The plenary will consist of a brief lobbyist training session,
review of handouts to be discussed and left at each office visited, and as-
signments for May 19th and 20th. Participants will have the opportunity
to meet and interact with many transgender and trans-supportive activists
and representatives from organizations working toward fully inclusive fed-
eral hate crimes and civil rights protections and to participate in other
Lobby Days events and actions to be announced.

Registration and hotel inforrnation will be linked to the NTAC website
{hitp://wanw.ntac.org) when details become available. In the meanwhile,
those with questions about joining this grassroots lobbying effort can write
to lobbying@ntac.org.

As done in 2004, NTAC and the Transgender American Veterans
Association (TAVA) are coordinating dates for their 2005 Washington, DC
spring events. The second TAVA national gathering of transgender veter-
ans, some of whom are also NTAC members, is scheduled to begin after
NTAC lobbying ends on May 20. The TAVA event will include visits to
veterans memerials on the National Mall and in Ardington, VA.

You can make a difference, for yourself, your family, and your com-
munity. Join vour brother and sister transgender American activists, veter-
ans, family, friends, and supporters in speaking truth to our leaders and
working for a truly equal America for us all. Your support, your voice, and
your active participation will make a difference.

Founded in 1999, NTAC - the National Transgender Aduvocacy
Coalition - is a §501(c)(4) civil rights organization working to establish
and maintain the right of all transgender, intersexed, and gender-vari-
ant people to live and work without fear of violence or discrimination.

Hey!

£10 Bucks Per Issue Gets You An Ad Like This...!

Tall, femninine, graceful closet CD seeks Big Sister to help with shopping and
makeup tips. I live alone so it"s helpful if you can come here, but I can certainly
travel, SF Area, Call (415) 000-0000. Up to 40 words only $10.00. Send text of
ad and Check or Money Order to TGSF's PO Box, AI'TIN: Editor. Reach out and

come out!
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HeLro AvL:
As the editor of the [FTMI| newsletter, 1 get many letters from pecple

around the world looking for resources. These resources may be simple like,
“how do | find a transgender friendly Doctor in San Franciseo?” Or they may
be difficult like finding a primary care physician in lran. FTM International
realizes that the need for a thorough and comprehensive resource guide is
paramount to a strong community. We are from different ethnic, cultural
backgrounds, and different countries; what works for the person in Maine
may not work for the person in South Africa. So, with this in mind FTMI will
be updating our Yellow Pages with new resources and greater breadth of
coverage. The Yellow Pages will be a compendium of resources from Atior-
neys to Zen centers, please help us to create a global community resource
guide that will have a little something for everyone.

Please copy our questionnaire (link below), pass it on to your friends,
acquaintances, efc. who may be able to help others who are in desperate
need of this information. Confidentiality will be totally respected and none of
the answers contained within this questionnaire will be used without your
permission, as well as the permission of the individuals referred to. If you are
not comfortable answering any particular question for whatever reason, do
not feel obliged to do so. We apologize if the terminology you use to self-refer
is not included in this questionnaire; it is not our intention to exclude anyone:
please feel free to write in any terms you prefer.

To receive the iuestionnaire via e-mail, please e-mail me at

So, please send this questionnaire to anyone who you know who is
FTM, and kindly give my contact info to other people who may be able to
help with resources for FTMs.

I thank you very much for your help and for helping others.

Martin Rawlings-Fein
Board Member of FTM International
http://fimi.org/Ftmi/resource_questionnaire.html

Hi EveryonE,

I've been thinking about starting a Sufi study group for a long time. The
time is now and I'd like to invite you all read the following and if yvou're called
to come please let me know.

In addition to reading Sufi poetry once each month I'm also going to
host and facilitate a Sufism study group once per month too. Both of these
are for the GLBT community. Being transgendered myself | especially en-
courage others to come. There is no charge for either of these. The only
thing you need to bring is your open hearts and beautiful selves. If you'd like
to be taken off this list please let me know. Also, if you have anyone you'd
like me to add, please let me know that too. So here’s the annourcement!

The Sufi study group is ready to begin and will be held en the first
Wednesday of the month beginning on November 3rd. The group will meet
from 7:00 to 8:30. It would be wonderful if you could please RSVP. This will
ensure | have enough copies of any reading materials.

The Sufi Poetry readings are on the second Thursday of the month
from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. We have been reading the poetry of the 14th
century Persian Sufi master Hafiz. He is sweet and beautiful and full of Love

and that's how many of us feel after spending an hour or two with his words.
My home is located at ﬂ call 415 N
So What is Sufism Anyway?

Sufism is the ancient mystical study and spiritual practices focused on
the transformation of the heart. When our hearts are truly and fully open we
feel nothing but love, see nothing but and speak nothing but love. When our
hearts are truly and fully opened we come to know and experience that there
is no separation between ourselves and the Divine. The greatest evidence of
our spiritual attainment is in how we freat and think about all other sentient
beings. The Buddhist greeting of namaste with and hands clasped together as
if in prayer is saying “the Divine in me recognizes the Divine in you” The
Sufi's says the same thing by greeting each other with a hand over the heart
and a huge two sided hug. Please join me in an evening of interesting discus-
sions ending with some Sufi spiritual practices for those so inclined.

Love, Peace and Blessings,

Renee Amina Mayer

East BAaYy Transcenper AA \

Genderqueer, Transgendered, Transsexual, Twin-Spirited,
LGBT. Speaker/Discussion/Meditation/Readings of AA ap-
proved literature.

Weekly ~ THURSDAYS - 8-9 PM
39890 Howe Street (Mandana House one block from

Kaiser off Broadway), in Oakland, CA 94611. /

\

Dear TGSF:

I am writing on behalf of the Transgender Sexual Violence Project,
sponsored by FORGE (For Ourselves: Reworking Gender Expression), to
let you know of the work we are doing in the Midwest to raise awareness
about sexual viclence within the transgender and SOFFA (Significant Other,
Friends, Family and Allies) population and to create useful resources for
both survivors and professionals.

The survey is open to anyone and the results will be available to
anyone, Please feel free to pass this on. We also have packets that can be
mailed to anyone who wants them (let us know, if you want to hand them
out to groups, about how many to send) that includes business cards, fly-
ers, hard copies of the survey, etc.

I want to let you know that we originally sent out this notice on Fri-
day, 10/1 to a number of transgender and SOFFA (significant others,
friends, family, and allies) lists, and already as of Sunday moming have 45
responses. This data is going to be ground-breaking in terms of what it will

tell us about what happens to sexual viclence survivors who are transgender,
and their loved ones.

Take the Survey - Now through November

Spend a few minutes completing a survey focused on personal expe-
rience with sexual violence and the services vou received (or didn’t) follow-
ing the traumatic event{s). Request a paper copy of the survey by the con-
tacting us [comer box for address) or take the survey online at www.forge-
forward.org/transviclence/survey.

See the Results - January 2005+

Your stories and experiences make adifference, Results of the survey
and community dialogue will be compiled and analyzed to create a report
reviewing the data, as well as creating resources for survivors and guide-
lines for professionals to serve the transgender community more sensi-
tively end effectively. Results will be available at www.forge-forward.org.

Cet Support - LGBTQI+ people anywhere in the world (the list is
conducted in English] may sign up for an online support group for primary
and secondary victims of sexual violence. To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo@Iists.forge-forward.org In the body of the email type: sub-
scribe sv-support For more information, please contact Michael Munson at
sv@forge-forward.org or visit www.forge-forward.org/sv/

The Transgender Sexual Viclence Project would be grateful if you
would participate in these events by completing the survey, attending the
movie night, participating in the community dialcgue, and/or participating
in our support groups. If this information doesn’t apply to you and/or you
know somecne who would be interested in this project, or has a history
that includes sexual violence, please pass this information along to them.
Anyone can anonymously access the survey and events calendar online at
wuw. forge-forward.org/transviolence/

For more information on the Transgender Sexual Viclence Project or
request hard copies of events flyers, surveys or other printed materials,
please contact us at the address listed below.

Thank you for your support of this project and for passing along the
word.

Michael Munson

FORGE - Transgender Sexual Violence Project
PO Box 1272, Milwaukee, W1 53201
sv@forge-forward.orq
www.forge-forward.orgf/transviolence
414-278-6031
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TRANSGENDER VETS TO MARCH AGAaIN

After assessing the success of the first Transgender Veterans
March to the Wall held last May, the Transgender American Veter-
ans Association (TAVA) is moving once again to gather transgender
veterans in Washington, DC.

The First Transgender March to the Wall was for history. The
second March to the Wall on May 20, 2005 will be for tradition.
With the addition of a tour of the newly opened WWII Memorial,
the March will be expanded. As with this year’s tour, the 2005
March will also visit the Vietnam Memorial and Iwo Jima Memo-
rial and will experience the very emotional and proud moment of
dedicating a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Ar-
lington National Cemetery.

Fifty-five Transgender Veterans and significant others from
across the country attended this year’s March to the Wall. The
emotional event was also supported and witnessed by many oth-
ers in the GLBTI community from Washington, DC and around
the country.

“No one could have anticipated the tremendous success of
this year's March to the Wall in bringing together so many
Transgender Veterans for the first time,” said Angela Brightfeather,
event organizer and TAVA Special Projects Chairperson. “Added
to that success is the fact that so many other GLBTI peaple have
recognized the importance of this March, not only to the
Transgender Veterans, but also to our community in general. By
providing the hub for other events to gather around with pride and
determination, TAVA has touched on the emotion and great sacri-
fices made by the GLBTI community in the defense of our nation.
By honoring our past, we will be able to more effectively and emo-
tionally gather together to create the motivation that will change
our future.”

TAVA expects that the success of the first March to the Wall
will encourage more Transgender Veterans to attend the May 2005
event. Pictures of this year’s March can be viewed at the TAVA
web site <www tavausa.org> under the “Events” link.

“The National Transgender Advocacy Coalition (NTAC) is hon-
ored to support this effort to honor transgender veterans and all
veterans,” said Robyn Walters, NTAC Secretary and TAVA Veter-
ans Affairs Liaison Representative. “NTAC was happy to coordi-
nate its May 18 - 20, 2005 Congressional Lobby Days schedule

-
GenderQueer, Trans, &
Gender Questioning Youth Group

N

Billy DeFrank LGBT Community Center
www.defrank.org
This youth program will provide space for discussion groups, work-

New SupprorT GrouP AT UCSF
TRANS!

Calling all FTM's, Transmen, Genderqueers, Gender-Variant and
Gender-Fluid folks of all kinds! The UCSF TRANS Program s start-
ing a new suppert group for all of us, from 5:30-6:30pm on Tuesday
nights at 1145 Bush Street at the UCSF TRANS drop-in space. ALL
AGES, all backgrounds, all orientations, and all gender expressions
are completely welcome.

Discussion topics will be determined by the needs of the group,
and are likely to indude:

s Testosterone and its various effects

Sex and communication

Genderqueer and trans body image

Dating and casual sex encounters

Top surgery, and other trans surgeries

Passing vs. being out

Relationship issues

Dealing with body changes and changes in sexual desires
Discrimination in employment

Being part of SF gay male culture

Multiple identities in ethnic and disabled communities
Class issues

Harassment and safety concerns

Accessing social services

How to talk about our sexual parts

Activism and social change, and many more!

contact Sam Davis at

E

(415}

shops and activities, specifically for genderqueer youth and their dlies. We
are excited to be offering this new programming, for an underserved popu-
lation, even in our own community. This new group is for young peaple
20 and under, who identify somewhere on the gender non-conforming
spectrum, who are questioning their gender identity or who are consider-
ing transitioning.

This group will meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from
5-6pm at the DeFrank Center, which is located at 938 The Alameda, in
San Jose. For more information please contact T. Aaron Hans, Program
\E)irector at 408.293.3040 ext. 112 or at progdir@defrank.org.

P

with the TAVA March dates. Both organizations look forward to
the same synergy seen in last year’s events.”

Karen Rice, TAVA Secretary and partner of Tina Rice, vet-
eran and TAVA Media Director, captured the solemnity of the oc-
casion with these thoughts: “On the first March to the Wall I stood
proudly with men and women who served their country in at least
four conflicts - WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and Desert Storm. For the
first time in their lives they mourned their fallen compatriots [while
standing] proudly and openly as themselves. They paid tribute to
the many wheo have served in silence. We know, as some may not,
that there are those who serve in silence now. They love their
country, and they welcome those who would like to join us and
support them.”

Please join TAVA and the many transgender veterans as we
once again provide a chance for healing from the many wounds of
war and of life. Find details and updates via event links at
www.tavausa.org. To participate in the March, or for additional
information, write to Angela Brightfeather at projects@tavausa.org.

The Transgender American Veterans Association (TAVA) acts
proactively with other concerned GLBT organizations to ensure
that transsexual and transgendered veterans will receive appropri-
ate care for medical conditions in accordance with the Veterans
Health Administration Customer Service Standards promise to
“treat you with courtesy and dignity ... as the first class citizen that
you are.” Further, TAVA will help in educating the VA and the US
military on issues regarding a fair and equal treatment of
transgendered and transsexual individuals. TAVA will also educate
for a change in public law and policy that will help initiate this fair
and equal treatment.

e
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NTAC Press Release
Girlie Men, California Hate Crimes Law,
and the US House of Representatives

California Govemor Amold Schwarzeneager upset many in the GLBT com-
munity with his “girlie men” remarks before and during the Republican National
Convention. But just when you want to hate the Governor, he tumms around and
does something right and just for those who are different. In fact, he did two good
things for gays and transgenders in September. First, he signed legislation requir-
ing insurance companies to provide coverage for registered domestic partners.
Shortly after that, he signed SB 1234, the Omnibus Hate Crimes Act of 2004 into
law. This law defines hate crimes and includes offenses based on sexual orientation
and gender identity as well as offenses against those who associate with gays or
transgenders.

Although upset with the governor over his earlier comments denigrating po-
litical opponents as ‘girlie men,’ the National Transgender Advocacy Coalition
(NTAC) applauds his September actions to protect Califomia’s gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual, transgender and intersex citizens from abuse.

Govermnor Schwarzenegger's perfermance at the Republican Convention was
loudly applauded by conservatives, but they are not applauding his actions to pro-
tect California citizens from harassment or worse. For example, Traditional Values
Coalition Chairman Louis Sheldon derided the governer’s actions, saying, “Cali-
fornia Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger must not be too troubled by what he's
called ‘girlie men’ because he’s just signed a bill into law that maintains “sex’ in
California to include drag queens, cross-dressers, and transsexuals,”

According to their September 23, 2004 press release, the Traditional Values
Coalition fears that “A homosexual person, whose scle intent is to attack Christian
organizations for their views, could daim feeling ‘threatened’ by the views es-
poused in a Christian Bookstore and atternpt to bring the store on hate crime
charges.” The fears of NTAC and other GLET supportive orgenizations and indi-
viduals lie much more on the side of harassment, physical injury and murder of
gays and of gender-variant people.

“Paranoid fear-mongering,” is how NTAC Chair Vanessa Edwards Foster
described the TVC claims. “Their fears are baseless, but it won't stop them from
trying to create controversy where none exists.” NTAC knows of no frivolous suits
of the kind mentioned by TVC in any US jurisdiction with hate crimes protections
or gays or transgender people.

“Gov. Schwarzenegger was showcased at the August convention as a symbeol
of considering all Americans as welcormed, and of political moderation,” Foster
noted. *“NTAC applauds the governor’s signing of the Hate Crimes Bill and mak-
ing moderate politics more than just sloganeering.”

The Local Law Enforcement Enhancement Act amendment was approved
by a solid two to one bipartisan majority in the Senate. The law would add sexual
orientation and gender to those classes protected from hate crimes. On Septern-
ber 28, the US House of Representatives by a bipartisan procedural vote of 213-
186 instructed House conference committee members to accept the hate crimes
amendment to the Defense Authorization Bill during negotiation with Senate mem-
bers. Even so, the chances of the hate crimes amendment surviving reconciliation
of the House-passed version of the Authorization Bill and the Senate version after
the Congressional recess seemn slim based on past conference committee deci-
sions.

NTAC’s Foster was skeptical that the same moderate opinion by Gov.
Schwarzenegger would have much effect on the Capitcl Hill conferernce commit-
tee. “It'll be interesting to see how moderate or polarized the House of Represen-
tatives is on the Hate Crimes segment of Defense bill.

“On the offchance of a favorable vote, we're [still] not optimistic,” Foster
cautioned: “President Bush has consistently opposed Hate Crimes protections -
even as governor.”

San Francisco May Have Nation’s
First Transgendered Elected Official

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - A 40-year-old community activist running
for a seat on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors stands a chance of
becorning the nation’s first transgender elected cfficial.

Robert Haaland, who was born a girl and switched his gender identity
to male after college, is one of 22 candidates secking to represent the
district that includes Haight Ashbury. A few years ago, he sued the city
after he was arrested during a housing protest and alleged police groped
him to determine his sex, eventually settling or $107,500.

Haaland, who sits on the city's Dernocratic Party Central Cornmittee,
has been endorsed by some of the city's most prominent Democrats, in-
cluding District Attorney Kamala Harris and Supervisor Tom Ammiano, a
longtime gay rights activist.

“The institutionalized prejudice and ignorance around the issue make
his run very, very significant. A win would be even sweeter,” Ammiano
said.

Haaland said his campaign office has received a few negative phone
calls but that he's met no overt hostility as a candidate. “When you put
yoursell cut there, it's a little nerve-racking. But it's definitely something
I'm comfortable with,” he said.

Because San Francisco is introducing a new systern that allows voters
to rank their first three choices in supervisorial races, the election Haaland
is competing in has no clear front-runner. Other top contenders include an
HIV-positive gay African-American and two Green Party activists,

While Haaland was out campaigning this week, several residents he
was wooing said thev had no idea the candidate was transgender - and that
it would have no effect on whether or not they cast ballots for him.

“Is he a he or she?” asked Justin Miller, a 25-year-old skateboard-
toting graphic artist. “It’s cool. That’s why I moved here from a small town
in Indiana.”

Singapore’s First TS Beauty Pageant!

Singapore’s first major transsexual beauty pageant was held over the
weekend to raise money for the poor, with the event’s organizers hailing it
as a groundbreaking, sell-out success.

An audience of 1,350 people watched 13 finalists compete for the
title of Miss Tiffany Singapore, based on the famous Thai contest of the
same name, at the city-state’s biggest in-house restaurant. Thirty-three
Singaporean transsexuals originally entered the contest, including one na-
tional serviceman, according to the organizer, Mogan Aruban.

Mogan, who is the chairman of non-profit charity organisation
Singapore Amalgamated Services Cooperative, told AFP the contest re-
flected an increasing tolerance in famously conservative Singapore.

“This was a ground-breaking event considering the whole family val-
ues thing {of Singaporean society),” Mogan said. “| think it's acceptable
now because the Prime Minister has said we have to liberalize and among
the younger generation there are so many gays.”

Former Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong said last year that gays would
be allowed to work in the civil service as part of the Government’s locsen-
ing of social controls, however homosexual acts are still illegal.

Mogan said he had been staging more traditional fund-raising events,
such as dance competitions and functions featuring international celebri-
ties, over the past 15 years but Miss Tiffany was the most successful.

Deep Inside Hollywood
Melissa and Demi Change Sexes

Melissa Etheridge is a man. So is Demi Moore. Sissy Spacek, too.

by Romeo San Vicente
Mary Kay Place has also been cast in the film, gender unspecified

Confused? Not them. The tric is changing genders for the upcoming film
“Southem Comfort,” anarative feature based on Kate Davis’ 2002 docu-
mentary about the small-toun life of a Southemn transgender couple. All
three women will play fermale-to-male transgender men in the film, while
actors Henry Thomas (*E.T."} and Alan Cumming will play male-to-fe-
male transgender women.

for the moment. The movie, which begins shooting in January 2005, is
being produced by the very queer-friendly Harry Thomason and Linda
Bloodworth-Thomason and willbe Grammy-winner Etheridge's firstmajor
screen role. Meanwhile, Romeo will wait patiently for stories of Demi
teaching her fernale co-stars the head-shaving techniques she leamed in
“G.L Jane.”
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Nip/Tuck’s SEx-CHANGE SHOCKER

by Daniel R. Coleridge

You can try to guess Nip/Tuck’s twists in advance, but the FX plastic-
surgery drama just keeps augmenting fans' expectations. In this week's
jam-packed season finale alone, they had Joan Rivers, that serial stalker
The Carver, and an over-the-top revelation: Ava Moore, the sinister sexpot
played by X-Men's Famke Janssen, is really a man! Actually, it’s more
correct to say she’s a male-to-fernale transsexual. Now that we didn't see
coming‘

‘I always had |Ava's gender secret] percolating in the back of my
mind,” admils series creator Ryan Murphy, who had topsecret meetings
with Janssen before proceeding with the story. “It was tricky. It's not every
actress that you can [tell], ‘By the way, you're a man,’ and have them go,
‘OKR," and commit.”

After some initial concerns, Janssen took the plunge. “She... paused,”
Murphy recalls. *She just wanted to make sure it was done with grace and
as a love story, which we did. She was also concerned about what | was
going to show on the operating table [during Ava’s genital surgery], and |
told her not to worny.

‘So after she approved it, | made her do a pact of silence, then 1 told
Dylan Walsh and Julian McMahon, and that was it. The scripts were a big-
secret thing. They were numbered and you had to sign for them.”

Even guest star Alec Baldwin was kept in the dark until he received
the final episode’s script. Before that, he'd only been told he was playing
Famke's ex-husband, Dr. Barett Moore. Once he read it, he called Murphy
to praise him for the story line’s clever takeoff on Suddenly Last Summer
by Tennessee Williams. “Alec said, ‘[ have two requests — an ascot and an
Indian manservant,”™ Murphy laughs, “Ibought him the ascot.”

You may still be wondering why Murphy chose to give Ava gender
issues. “I loved the hypocrisy of a life coach who's transforming other
people’s lives really being the ultimate creature of transformation [her-
self],” he says. “She's the villain you love to hate because she was so ex-
traordinary end had so many secrets.”

Murphy feels it would've been unoriginal to “just have [Ava] shot be-
tween her eves by her son, Adrian, over the incest thing. | wanted to really
humanize her. | cared about her character and [ knew that there was sorne-
thing she was running from. Farnke played that subtextually from the be-
ginning. Everything [on Nip/Tuck] relates to the world of plastic surgerny,
so this fit the theme perfectly.”

Lock for Ava — who fled te Paris after Adrian’s suicide — to return
in the third season. “If you go to the fan websites, she's an overwhelming
favorite,” Murphy enthuses. “People are obsessed with how bad she was
every week. Famke loved this show so much, she deared almost an entire
year of her schedule and tumed down movies to do it! We were quite
honored to have her, and she said, 'If you want me back for one or two
episodes [next season], | would love to do it.” So I'm sure she'll come
back.”

Significant Other Support East Bay

Questions or concems about your partner’s crossdressing? Please
call Julie at (925) e-mail or write
to: Julie Freeman, PO Box 272885, Concord, CA 94527-2885.

KIM HRACA, M.A. MECC
PSYCHOTHERAPY * CONSULTATION

Helping you find the path

TRANSGENDER $25 MiLrioNn Lawsuir

AcainsT SF PoLice Kicks OFF
© 2004 Gaywired.com; All Rights Reserved.

In what may be one of the largest sex discrimination cases in U.S.
history filed by a transgender person, a $25 million lawsuit involving mem-
bers of the San Francisco police department began on Monday in the San
Francisco Superior Court.

Jeremy Burke, a transgender female to male, is suing the City and
County of San Francisco’s Police Departmment and others. The lawsuit,
which comes on the heels of the recent "Fajitagate” scandal involving three
off duty officers including the son of then Assistant Chief Alex Fagan,
alleges discrimination and excessive use of force.

Burke is seeking $25 million in damages for discrimination, assault,
battery, intentional infliction of emotional distress, and negligent hiring,
training and supervision.

“While the transgender community makes up less than five percent
of the general population, this lawsuit is meant to send a clear message to
governmental police agencies that discrimination in any form, against any
citizen, will not be tolerated,” said San Francisco civil rights attorney
Waukeen Q. McCoy, who represents Burke in the case. “This case will
send a wake up call to law enforcement across the country that the use of
excessive force will be challenged.”

The lawsuit, which was filed in May 2002, names San Francisco's
Police Department Officer Anton Collins, Officer Steve Lee and Deputy
Sheriff Edson Veloro as the defendants.

According to the suit, Burke was severely beaten while visiting his
domestic partner at her apartment at 350 Ellis Street. The suit alleges that
police officers barged into the apartment, and took the pariner into the
hallway where she could not see but could hear the beating.

At the police station, Burke says he was stripped searched by females
and not allowed to take off his own clothes. He says that his feet and hands
were cuffed, and he was made lo lay face down on the floor. The suit
contends that the fermale officers stripped Burke naked and then threw
him into an isclation room. When Burke teld the officers that he was
transgender, one of the officers said reportedly said, “Oh s™t. We {***'d
up.” One officer then threw a blue dress into the room where Burke sat
naked. Burke told the officer that he did not wear dresses. The suit con-
tends that the police knew all along that Burke was transgender.

The lawsuit further alleges that one of the female officers told Burke
that her superior was “having trouble knowing where to put him” and “we
have to see what you have”. Burke says he was made to undress, pull his
legs apart and told to keep himself spread apart so the female officer could
“look at everything”. The officer reportedly said “this is the biggest clit |
have ever seen”.

Burke says he was then placed in a cell, where he was subject to
ridicule. His suit also contends that he suffered an infection and began to
discharge blood as a result of the police beating. He was taken to San
Francisco General Hospital for treatment and could not be arraigned for at
least eight days because he was vorniting bile and blood. Burke was not
convicted of anything, all charges were dropped. He later filed a complaint
with the Office of Citizen's Complaints. Nothing was done.

LUANNA L. RODGERS, MA, MFT

» Individual Psychotherapy ¢
+ Couples & Family Counseling «

that’s right for you. + Gender - Sexuality + Women's Issues *
Berkeley 425 Gough Street Telephone:
MEC #27252 (510) 601-1859 San Francisco, CA 94102 (415) 641-8890
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He’s A Lady, But Not A Menace
To Society On TBS

By Noel Holston
Newsday, a Tribune Co. Newspaper

TBS’s He's a Lady, a six-week series in which a bunch of bravmy
guys subject themnselves to leg-waxing, eyebrow-plucking and high-heel
drills in order to compete in a drag beauty pageant, came under attack
from the morality police well before its premiere last night.

The American Family Association, a media watchdog group that
describes itself as “pro-family,” thinks the series promotes a transvestite
lifestyle. The organization has encouraged concermned parents to con-
tact the series’ principal sponsor, SC Johnson & Son Inc., maker of
such familiar household products as Windex, Ziploc bags and Drano,
and “adamantly but politely request that they pull all their advertising
and financial support from this type of programming.”

“It’s inconceivable that 11 men — acting, dressing and living as
women — would be entertainment in our society today,” Randy Sharp,
the association’s special projects director, told reporters for AgapePress,
a Christian news service. “What's more shocking is that SC Johnson
would throw their money behind the entire production.”

Actually, what's truly shocking is that a big company like SC Johnson
would let a group of benighted prigs tell it what to do. But that’s what it
apparently did. The company has been notifying the association’s con-
cerned parents that is has declded to pull cut of the TBS show.

| take particular offense at the association’s numbskull coercion.
Apart from being more amusing than other reality competitions in this
general vein, He's a Lady made me think of my late father.

No, he wasn't a transvestite. Wasn't gay, either. Far from it. He
was a Mississippi farm boy who fought in the Pacific.

Once, when | was about 11, he dressed up in drag. So did the
president of the Sunday school at the Baptist church. So did the owner
of the grocery, our postman, a plumber and several fellows who punched
the clock at the Masonite plant, all of them parents, most of them World
War [l veterans,

The occasion was something known as a “woman-less wedding.”
Back then, in the twilight of the Eisenhower administration, they were a
popular way to raise money for schools.

| can still rernember the plus-size, gold satin gown my dad squeezed
into, the white hose he pulled over his hairy legs, the blond wig, the
lipstick, the powder that couldn’t quite hide his & o’clock shadow.

He and the other men thought the mock wedding was a hoot. So
did their wives and kids and all the neighbors and friends who paid 50
cents to crowd into the school auditorium to see them be silly.

Although He's a Lady takes the shtick further, the TBS series is
clearly part of a long-standing, lighthearted American tradition that in-
cludes those woman-less weddings, the play Charley's Aunt, Milton Berle
and Flip Wilson's cross-dressing antics, Tootsie, Mrs. Doubtfire, even
Bud Lite commenrcials. It's a lark, harmless fun.

The alarming thing isn’t, as the assoclation's Sharp declared, that
this could be “entertainment in our society today.” It's that we've re-
gressed so badly as a society that humorless prudes actually get listened
to.

WAVE ELECTROLOGY

Permanent Hair Removal

Local Anesthetic
Avarlable ina
Clinfcal Environment

Guy & Thu-Minh
2100 Curtner Ave., Ste. A
San Jose, CA 95124

(408) 371-9053
Emai: waveelecirology@netzero.net
Web: www.WaveElectrology.com

Dupe Looks Like A Lapy

TBS'’s reality show He’s A Lady

will put 11 brawny straight guys
in touch with their feminine sides
By Mike Goodridge
From The Advocate
This is a ]ightheaﬁed show. There is no
twist, no mean spirit,” says Douglas Ross, one
of the executive producers of new TBS reality
series He's a Lady. On the heels of Boy Meets Boy, Plaving It Straight, and
the never-aired Seriously, Dude, I'm Gay, Ross and his fellow executive
producer, Tom Campbell, were certainly aware of the potential pitfalls that
can hobble even wellmeaning reality shows when they set about mounting
He's a Lady, in which 11 macho men undergo complete feminine
makeovers and compete for $250,000 by taking on weekly genderspe-
cific challenges.

Anxious not to offend transgendered
people, Ross and Campbell consulted with the
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
after GLAAD contacted them, having heard
about the show from a press release. “We had
heard about Seriously, Dude, I'm Gay [in which
two straight guys had to convince their best
friends and a jury of gay men that they were
gay] and how it was controversial,” explains
Campbell. “We went to GLAAD to get their sup-
port and to show that this was a kind show.
Through that meeting, we became more aware
of transgender issues and the double standards of beauty.” (GLAAD has so
far declined to issue any staternents about the show.)

In fact, during the course of the series, the contestants became more
sensitive to the particular needs of women, according to the executive
producers. “The show is first and foremost a fun show,” says Campbell,
“but the underlying message is that these men become better for having
gone through the experience. It changed the way they will deal with wornen
in the future.”

The show takes the men away from their wives and girlfriends under
the pretense that they are going to be on a reality program called All
American Man, competing in punishing physical challenges. But when
they arrive in Los Angeles, the contestants are told that they have to be-
come “ladies.” Each episode, they deal with the challenges of bras, jew-
elry, posture, and bridal showers, and one man gets voted off. The finalists
must return to their hometowns to take on the tasks—and multitasking—
that usually fall to their female partners.

“It's very emotional in parts,” says Ross. “In the final episode, when
he is explaining what he has learned as a ‘lady’ about being a man, one
contestant breaks down in tears, and his wife is crying, and even our toughest
judge, [sports commentator] John Salley, has tears in his eyes.”

Another of the men discovers that his women's clothes are consid-
ered “plus-size.” *As a big man, he was never subject to being evaluated on
his locks,"” says Campbell, “so he really has to deal with the issues of outer
beauty versus inner beauty.”

Surprisingly, say both Ross and Campbell, the contestants don’t equate
the change of gender with a change of sexual orientation. “We wondered
if they would joke about being gay, but they didn’t,” says Ross. “We were
careful not to use the words ‘in drag’ and always said ‘in character.” We
wanted to take them out of their comfort zone, but they all embraced it
whaoleheartedly.”

st POOEESERROSOTEOSIOSROSRROIORSROTBRSTERRODD

OnNLINE SO LisT!

New online mailing list for wives and SOs of crossdressers and
men who consider themselves to be transgendered; no topic off lim-
its. Attitudes range from complete acceptance to really struggling.
Open to women only - no crossdressers pleasel Womnen need a place
where they can feel safe to discuss these issues, Write to Cheryl at
triess_family@yahoo.com and explain a little about your situa-
tion.
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TGSF Financiar ReEPoORT
As of October 20, 2004
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Decorations .......cccccvvrrerieieimrnssssinsennennieennss 1000.00
BOUBIAGES........cre e e sememmeenmereessreesmnerseameees 200,00 Janet Bowman ...................... $65.00

Tohal sunumsannsunnimgamrasnnsnnan-4905:22

Liabilities and Equity
Accounts Payable ........ccccceininncnciierinnniininnne s, 0.00
BRI o s Mo Sastan b st vt D)

Bless You and Thank You for Caring!

ContactT TGSF!
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Vice President
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AAVELHSING ..v.vvvoee oo ersemresesssssrssesrenenenes 180.00 Heaaaror
Pamiela Gray . cocssissrsmesssssssesen
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Dawnne Woodie
Expenses Damon Helon .......cioomemremssinerss

QOutreach
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Kara Flynni s

Anne Louise Mortenson ..................
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Other Email Addresses
Editor, The Channel

Net Income (LosS) .covimericmsinininniiicenannnns (287.49) A _

Miss TGSF 2004

Anne Louise Mortenson _
/s PISSR h Mr. TGSF 2004
Bobby Cheung ...coooovvinnienns

People In Search of Safe Restrooms TGSF Outreach Ambassado
PISSR is committed to establishing gender-neutral bath- Kelly Anne Marsl:l """""""" (et =
rooms. We believe that all people, regardless of their gender TGSF.Org Webmistress

identification or presentation, have the right to access safe Sicbhan Ellis ..............cceoee.... | G
and dignified restroom facilities without fear of harassment, Calendar wacreonssmi oo www.tgsf.org
judgment, or violence. General meetings are always the first
Monday of the month; 7 pm at 870 Market Street (Flood
Bui]ding). 4th floor in San Francisco.

.

Submissions can be made online directly.
Cancelling mistakes or for other problems,
4 please contact the Webmistress.
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EAcH New DAy Is One OF FREEDOM

Havward woman feels liberated after coming out,
being accepted
By Michelle Meyers, STAFF WRITER

HAYWARD —ON SEFT. 20, he was known i
as Bob McAllister. A day later, she introduced her- |

self publicly as Kari McAllister. And two weeks
later, McAllister opened her door and her world
to The Daily Review for a glimpse of a typical day
in the life of a transgender Hayward community
member,

McAllister, 50, is the event coordinator for
Chabot College’s Performing Arts Center. She
graduated from San Leandro High School in 1972
and has since lived in Hayward, where she owns a E
home. However, for most of her life — whether Kari McAllister puts on
working as a truck driver, running her own sterec  makeup Friday afternoon
repair shop or performing as lead singer in one of in her Hayward home
two rock bands — “she” was actually a "he.”

McAllister has been dressing in women'’s clothes behind closed doors for
some 20 years. But it wasn't until the early 1990s that “Bob” became “Kari” by
night and started to get involved in the local transgender community.

Just 10 months ago, when McAllister started taking hormones, she went
from being “transgendered” — an umbrella term for individuals who don't identify
with the gender they were born with — to also being “transsexual” — someone
who has or is in the process of undergoing a physical gender change.

McAllister was “Kari,” in almost all aspects of life, ex-
cept for work. Then, in one of the most profound events of
her life, she came out — via e-mail —to the Chabot College
community and started living full time as Kari McAllister. “All
of a sudden, this huge weight was lifted. | was finally honest
with myself and everyone else,” McAllister says. “This is who
| am and who | was always meant to be.”

The name change won't be legal until a scheduled No-
vember court date. But McAllister knows exactly whe she is,
and the community is leamning, too. “I'm not asking the pub-
lic to accept the transgender cornmunity, I'm asking them to
accept us as a part of their community,” says McAllister, add-
| ing that the support she’s received from family, friends and

Bob McAllister  Strangers has been overwhelming. “The ideal you have that
what's inside is what counts is actually true. My faith in hu-
man kindness has been restored.”

Tea and Talk

While her story rmight seem unconventional, McAllister eases into a Monday
— one of her *weekend days” — much like cthers, with a cup of tea. Moving
slowly, however, is a relative term; McAllister pokes fun ather own hyperactivity
and loquaciousness.

McAllister is particularly busy because she wears many hats. She's president
of Chabot's senate for classified employees; is on several other campus commit-
tees; performs as lead singer, songwriter and guitar player in her all-transgender
band; and is an activist in the growing Hayward-area transgender support commu-

nity.

Cn this particular morning, McAllister helps a fellow transgendered woman
whose mother had just attempted suicide after learning of her gender orientation.

McAllister spends the next part of her morning doing something she says
comes with the territory — telling her story and answering the two most commeon
questions: “Are you gay?” And, “Are you going to have the operation?”

To the first, her answer is “No, I'm not gay.” If anything, she's a lesbian,
because, in her mind, she's a woman who is interested in wormen. But she further
clarifies that it's not her sexuality that's at issue. It's her perceived gender. “People
confuse sexual orientation with gender identity,” McAllister says, in part because
transgendered individuals often turn to the gay, lesbian and bisexual communities
as a safe haven.

To the second question about the sex-change operation, which would need to
happen before she is legally considered a female, McAllister's first response is,
“None of your business.”

In the interest of encouraging education, however, she adds that surgery is
not something she’s planning. But she’s not ruling it out, even though it can cost
$10,000 to gﬁlU,OOO. That is in addition to hermone therapy, which runs be-
tween $125 to $170 a month when not covered by insurance.

Shopping and Lunch

McAllister had no problem going out as a woman in San Francisco, San Jose
and other locations around the Bay Area. In fact, it was liberating, she says.

What terrified her were the trips to local establishments where owners and

employees knew her as “Bob.” She recalls a time “Kari” stood paralyzed in
her house, unable satisfy her craving for tacos. “Iwas petrified about what
the taco guy would do when he saw me,” McAllister says. “That was a
smnall thing, but it was a big day for me.”

On this day, however, McAllister teases her hair a little, puts on some
fresh lipstick and confidently goes grocery shopping at Trader Joe's. She's
big on the sugar snap pea chips. “Have you tried these? They're addic-
tive,” she says.

None of the dlerks at Trader Joe's in Castro Valley, or even at Southland
Mall, are fazed by McAllister, If anything, they are more concermned about
the guy with a camera following her around.

She buys some earrings with a credit card at Macy's, and the derk
hardly notices that her identification shows a picture of 2 man. Same thing
at the MAC makeup counter, where McAllister is enthusiastically helped by
a saleswoman who picks up on McAllister's affinity for purple.

McAllister quickly has started to meet stereotypes of her new gender
— she loves to shop, tries to match nail polish to her clothing and declares
that “it’s all about the accessories.”

She symbolically moved all the “Bob” clothes into a spare closet with
the intention of someday giving them away, she says. She doesn’t wear
anything too flashy, except for when it comes to band performance clothes.

McAllister chooses to lunch in downtown Hayward at Buon Appetito,
where the manager knows her. She often sits alone with a book. But on
this day she has company. She recommends a meal-size chicken salad.

In conversation she shows breadth and depth of knowledge about
Hayward, giving her inside take on political leaders, the long-debated Foothill
Freeway and the many attempts at redeveloping downtown.

McAllister tells a joke that pokes fun at the many vacant buildings
around town: A man and woman meet at a bar. The woman is from Hay-
ward. The man asks, “What's your sign?" She replies, “For lease.”

Up Close and Personal

McAllister goes back home for a little down time before an afterncon
band practice. She continues to talk of her personal journey, recognizing
that it has only just begun.

One thing she's had to give up, for a while anyway, is her active
search for love, she says. She wants it, but doesn't feel comfortable putting
anyone through the changes she anticipates. “I'm not going te be the
agaressor,” she says, adding that her preference is a wornan but love mat-
ters most.

McAllister was married once before but never had children. McAllister
and her ex-wife married after dating for 12 years. They divorced three
years later, she says. The ex-wife knows sbout McAllister’s preference for
dressing as a woman but doesn’t yet know that she has come out full time
as a woman, McAllister says.

The eldest of four, McAllister was reared by a strict father, one whom
she says made his gender expectations for his son well known. Even as she
tried to meet those expectations through wrestling and basketball, McAllister
says she always found it easier to identify with the girls. McAllister's par-
ents divorced when she was 13, and she ended up somewhat of a delin-
quent, she says.

“Let's just say I don't
ever remember a guidance
counselor talking to me
about jobs or college,”
McAllister says. “I've carmried
anger for 50 years. This is
the first time in my life that |
haven't had that.”

McAllister drove trucks
for about eight years, started
her own publication, Bay
Band Calendar, and dreamed
about her rock band, Trend, : < Z
making it big. Trend opened ~ Kari McAllister (center) practices with

for bi ch as Th her bandmates, Arianna on key-
'Ic‘:,.rbesga:dar[rlllzscks%f Sea:guu: boards and Kelly Marsh on bass at
mede a video In 1991 and MeAllister’s Hayward home

eventually disbanded in
1993.

The video features McAllister as a macho Robert Palmer-type charac-
ter donning a black fringe leather jacket and swarmed by sexy women with
bedroom eyes. That imege Is in sharp contrast to one of McAllister in high-
heels practicing a ballad this afternoon with three members of the
transgendered band Trans Central Station.

McAllister doesn't feel a need to purge her past. “I don't have this
thing that some have where [ hate Bob,” she says. “I don’t hate my past. |
just need a new future.”
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The soundtrack of your life

Cowell Theater at Fort Mason Center
San Francisco, CA
Doors open 5 FM, Show starts 7 FM
Tickets $15-525-$35-845

Available at: Carla’s Salon and Boutique,
I Love It Consignments. Diablo Valley Girls
or the Fort Mason Center Box Office:

+ (415) 345-7575 (phone) » (415) 292-4639 (fax)
or by mail from:

Fort Mason Box Office, Landmark Building A
San Francisco, CA 94123 » wwuw. fortmason.org

Host Hotels:

Holiday Inn Fisherman’s Wharf
1300 Columbus Avenue, San Francisco, CA
$105/night; parking discounted at $28/day
800-942-7348
wuww.ichotelsgroup.com
Must be reserved by December 24, 2004 lo guarantee group
rate. Must mention “Transgender San Francisco” to receive
group rate.

Cow Hollow Motor Inn and Suites
2190 Lombard Street
San Francisco, CA
$86/might; free parking (one car per room)
415-921-5800
www.cowhollowmotorinn.com

Must be reserved by December 14, 2004 to guarantee group
rate. Must mention “Group 1696, TGSF 2005 Cotillion” to
receive group rate.

Details available at tasf.or:
or call Roxy (510)“

The Cowell Theater is fully accessible by public transportation.
For information visit www.sfmuni.com

ASL interpreted.
A Roxy Hart-Griffin Joint

Confessions of a Dangerous Mind...

Continued from Page 9

gender, God goofed. And we all know Ged is totally perfect. But if God
were perfect, why does He create babies without fingers or eyes or with
CP or MD? Certainly a baby is nct a sinner. To me, it isn’t God making a
mistake - it is God testing us, He gives us the tocls and we have to use
them properly. And that is how He judges us. And lest we forget that Ged,
not Jimmy Swaggart or Jim Bakker or Fred Phelps, is the one who ulti-
mately decides our fate. Because Ged believes that He did not create sin-
ners. He created good people. Some make wrong decisions (see Adam
and Eve) but the man He created was good.

Wouldn't it be nice if we could sit down with some rational Christians
(I know that there are some) and try to get them to see things from a
different point of view? Wouldn't to be nice if those people could spread
the gospel according to Roxy and tell somecne ‘you know, those
transgendered people aren't so bad. They are hardworking and industricus
and intelligent”, And then they told two friends and so on and so on....Of
course, when | hear statements such as the one | heard the other day from
what | thought was a fairly educated person (*he’s rather articulate for a
black man”), | realized that our mountain to climb is very, very steep. But
we won't get there if we don't take the first step.

When | started writing this column (on the second anniversary of
Gwen's death), | was very angry and I wanted to start a holy war against
the evangelicals. | realized that there is more to gain by positive action.
This war won't be won today, tornorrow, in my lifetime or in vours or vour
children’s. But every day you can get a small victory. Every “Good mom-
ing miss” is a victory. Every “May [ help you ma'am?” is a victory. Every
use of the wornen's [or men’s as the case may be) is a victory, Every ane of
us that goes to our jobs in our intended gender is a victory.

As an aside, let me tell you a little story. After the mistrial of the
bastards who murdered Gwen, | was interviewed by Sharon Katsuda of
Channel 11. One of the questions she asked me was “shouldn’t she have
been honest with her partner?” | answered that honesty had nothing to do
with it but here is what [ should have said. “Sharon, suppose you went out
one day in a tank top and short shorts and you were raped. Atthe trial, the
accused perpetrator said “Well, she turned me on with that outfit she was
wearing. If she didn't want to be raped, she shouldn't have dressed that
way". In other words, it was the victim’s fault. If Gwen hadn't dressed like
a female or she had told people she was transgendered, she wouldn't have
been murdered. | don't need to preach to the cholir but there is absclutely
nothing that excuses or condones or justifies murder, so it was a rather
stupid comment for Ms. Katsuda to make.

When we get rid of the hate that condones viclence and discrimina-
tion and prejudice against transgenders, when we rid ourselves of the de-
meaning stereotype, when we win the right to work and play and love and
exist as who we want, that will be the ultimate victory.

Shit, I'm angry again...but...

The other day, Channel 2 had their “person on the street” interviews
about high gas prices. One person interviewed was transgendered, When
the interview was over, several of those at the anchor desk chose to make
snide comments and laugh. I called Channel 2 and voiced my concerns.
The Executive Producer called me back to apolegize and said she too, had
been outraged and that the station had received several calls as well. And
one of the anchors phoned me as well. He also apologized and we had a
good discussion. He knew immediately that what was said was inappropri-
ate. We had a good discussion. He learned something about transgendered
people and I learned that not every misstep is intentional. Sometimes,
people make honest mistakes, which are largely the result of lack of educa-
tion about who we are. That is where our energies must be. When we
spread the word and it is understood that we are like evervone else, then,
we can say as my stepbrother Stewie says “Victory is Mine".

Affirmation Conference for Gay and Lesbian Mormons
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Billy Crudup goes girly in the witty world of Stage Beauty

GENDER PRETENDER

By Gregory Weinkauf, westword.com

Let’s just get the term out
of the way up front: It's “fag hag”
— and a thousand pardons, sen-
sitive readers, but there is no PC
equivalent. The new film Stage
Beauty is an absolute fag-hag fi-
esta. Beneath its historical lean-
ings and classic veneer, it's utterly
gaga for girls who love boys who
love boys. However, it's also mar-
velous entertainment, witty, wry,
insightful and universal — like
Shakespeare in Love, but with
more vogueing and buttocks-
denching.

Billy Crudup, among the
finest conternporary American screen actors, here leaps several bounds beyond
his many variations on “the lost, troubled, wandering quy” (World Traveler, Big
Fish, etc.) and becomes Edward “"Ned” Kynaston, a seventeenth-century
Shekespearean actor whose specialty — whose life, really — is playing women.
When we first meet him, he's a pretty one indeed, all tarted up to play Desdernona
in Othello, with nary a campy drag cliche in sight. Still, it's merely a day's work
for the transgender star. "Same old things,” he mutters to his dutiful dresser,
Maria (Claire Danes), “but fortunately they keep giving us new audiences.”

Boys will be girls: Billy Crudup and
Claire Danes share the stages of life in
Stage Beauty.
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Novel Explores A Teenager’s Crisis Of Gender
‘Luna’

Author: dulle Anne Peters
Publisher: Meﬁan Tingley Books — Little, Brown & Company, 2004
ecommended reading level: Young adult

The author of “Luna” is nothing if not intrepid.
and her new name.
freakshow.’
mured in my ear. 'But you love me, don't you?'
brother.”

shaft.

Her first chapter introduces two teenage girls: one is woken late on a
moonlit night by her older sister, who demands an opinion on her new dress —

Exhausted and annoved, the younger girl mutters, * "You're such a
“Her hair splayed across my pillow, tickling my face. 'l know,’ she mur-
“A sigh escaped my lips. Yeah, | loved her. | couldn’t help it. She was my

Whoosh! That last line is the literary equivalent of a drop down an elevator

Kynaston's fame and his very identity are about to meet challenges that
would make RuPaul tremble. As the score by brilliant, prolific composer George
Fenton whips into what sounds like Dead Can Dance playing a hoedown, the
actor locks homs — well, horn, anyway — with ardent admirers and royalty
like he's anybody’s gal. Meanwhile, Maria obviously sustains a major crush on
him, but also serves her own muse, hustling off to a tatty underground theater
to perform as part of a clandestine arts rebellion — a verboten career move
under Restoration laws, because women are firmly banned from the stage.
As this fictionalized history unfurls, Charles Il (Rupert Everett, The Next Best
Thing) repeals the ban, and suddenly Maria is a viable (if severely and humor-
ously challenged) theatrical presence. Kynaston, meanwhile, in the manner
of any good cinematic hero, hits the skids, a girlly man rendered obsclete by
the emergence of actual girly women.

Screenwriter Jeffrey Hatcher, who has adapted his own play, Compleat
Fernale Stage Beauty, has done a splendid job of re-creating an entire world
from historical fragments — mostly from journal jottings by Samuel Pepys
(played with zeal by Hugh Bonneville), who called the enigmatic real-ife
Kynaston “the prettiest woman in the whole house.” Hatcher peppers his
dramedy with plenty of fanciful characters, from Kynaston’s saucy lover, the
Duke of Buckinghaim (Ben Chaplin), to nervous theater owner Tom Wilkinson
{echoes of Shakespeare in Love) to an outrageous and spiteful patron named
Sir Charles Sedley (Richard Griffiths, Uncle Vernon in the Hamy Potter filmns,
who here closely resemnbles a powdered-sugar doughnut). Hatcher and Griffiths
bestow upon Sir Charles a wonderfully Wildean wit; even when someone
marvels at his immediate conjuring of boot-black for a pallid Othello, he quips,
“A scuff is a dreadful thing.”

Of course, wal-to-wall repartee might please sorne (my hand is up), but
the love story is the central matter here, and it's so manipulative and implau-
sible that one can only shrug and go along with it. Danes seems deter-
mined to corner the Paltrow market on cutesy faux-British accents, and
her character's tireless support of the liability that is Kynaston feels
more than a little forced. We're meant to celebrate her slow commit-
ment to womanhood (she furtively bares a boob for a portrait) while
accepting Kynasten's sturmbles toward masculinity, but their shared
dynamic feels strangely like a PSA for how not to be gay. This may
offend many or none (the survey is still out among fag-hag circles), but
it definitely clatters in an otherwise harmeonious narrative.

Crudup, meanwhile, gives Stage Beauty his all, meaning not only
sensational androgyny, but a depth of melancholy that recalls his fine
work in the moving Waking the Dead, amplified by greasepaint, wigs
and petticoats. Apparently the real Kynaston did go straight (and have
six kids), but here it's the character’s crisis of identity — not his sexual-
ity — that becomes art. If this film is successful — and it deserves io be
— perhaps similarly themed if more challenging fare, such as Belgian
director Gérard Corbiau’s Le Rol Danse (The King Is Dancing, his
followup to the hit castrati film Farinelli), may finally find a distributor in
the U.S. That would be just.

Until then, we have this engaging potpourri of royal court in-
trigues, backstage backstabbing and smoldering Shakespeare, a wel-
come treat on the big screen. The design is gorgeous, the dialogue
delicious, and even the supporting characters prove resonant. Playing
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Freefall characterizes most of the story that follows, narrated by Regan, a
shy, awkward high school student. She needs affection, she needs appreciation,
and she needs family — but all she has left is her handsome and brilliant older
brother Liam (alias Luna) who attracts girls but would far rather be one.

Regan recalls an earlier decade, when her father had a good job and the
family seemed happier. Even then, though, she recognizes anomalies, such as
Liam’s determination to play dolls and always “be the mormmy.”

In the present, their father, “excessed” from Sears Roebuck, turns his en-
ergies to forcing Liam to engage in school sports while their mother has be-
comne a pretentious, resentful, drug-addicted workaholic.

Novels about transgender teens are rare, and this particular one is told with
a blend of sensitivity and tough realism that could only be accomplished through
the choice of Regan as narrator. As Liam enters the frustrating and terrifying
year of his “emergence,” Regan wiinesses his elation and shame and shares his
awful rejection.

Ultimately, the two of them take their first tentative steps toward their own
visions of freedom.

Before | encountered “Luna,” I'd never given much attention to transgender
issues. Whatever my gut reaction may have been, this thoughtful and powerful
story kept me reading and reflecting on how it feels to be bom into a body that
you know Is not your own.
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a pushy mistress, the self-admitted offspring of a whore and a sailor,
bright newcomer Zoé Tapper offers, A man isn’t ‘ow ‘e walks or ‘ow
‘e speaks — it's what ‘e does!” Sage advice for any fellow, in or out of
corset,

TGSF members at Hayward Pride!
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Gender Non-Specific
Are We Becoming Less Of What Our
Gender Stereotypes Demand?

By Deepa Alexander
Online edition of India’s National Newspaper

Masculine women, feminine men,
which is the rooster, which is the hen?
It’s hard to tell 'em apart today!

Sister is busy leaming to shave, brother just got a permanent wave,
girls were girls and boys were boys when [ was a tot,
Now we don’t know who’s who, even what’s what!

Knickers and trousers, baggy and wide,
nobody knows who's walking inside,
those masculine women and feminine men!

THESE lyrics are not part of a crazy dream. It's part of a nightmare,
actually, where all the women turned into men and all the men turned into
womnen but here's the really scary part - they didn't turn completely into
the opposite sex, only partially. It was like a melding of both sexes. Like a
screwy experiment gone wrong conducted by amad scientist - think Fran-
kenstein.

Now here's the scariest part, you wake up and realise that it is really
happening. Little by little the traditional traits we have come to associate
with one sex or the other are disappearing. Men are becomning more
feminised and women are becoming more masculine. Says Dr. Sudhakar
Krishnamurthy, andrologist and WHO impotence expert. “Alteration in
mindsets and prototypes are responsible for this change. Self-confidence
has made women mentally aggressive something that was the prerogative
of the male. And the predictable anti-thesis is the mentally emasculated
male. He is no longer the macho cave man earning the bread, In an attitu-
dinal reversal of social ergonomics, enly maternity is a fact while paternity
ismerely a conception.” “Our language reflects society's desire to doaway
with the male/female distinctions. It is politically incorrect to use nouns
like chairman or steward. Gender neutral labels such as chairperson and
flight attendants have taken their place,” says Sarita a teacher and a mother
of teenagers. “The feminist movement has attempted to make women
more masculine, not more feminine. Women are dressing, taling and
walking like men. They've been wearing sneakers and pants for so long

Once BroTHERS, Now SisTERS

-« AND WINNERS!

By AsiaOne; Singapore
Contributed by Cecelia Barzyk

WHEN Singaporean Angel Hutchison [T 2 2
turned 18 and started wearing bras and dresses,
her parents got angry and objected strongly. This
is because Angel (blond in picture, right, with
sister Jesse), now 29, was bomn a boy. When
her younger sibling, Jesse, followed suit five years
later, it dealt themn another blow. Years later, their
mother reconciled herself with the inevitable -
two of her sons have become daughters.

Jesse told The New Paper this morning:
‘At first, she wasn’t okay abautit, but she slowly
started to accept us.’ Their parents have since
divorced. Jesse said she has lost touch with their
father. Now, their mother tells them that she
prefers them as women. She says that they used
to be mischievous but have since become more sensible.

The sisters have an 18-year-old brother, a polytechnic student, who is sup-
portive of their decisions. The pair of Eurasian brothers-tumed-sisters, recently
found fame in Singapore’s firstever beauty pageant for transsexuals and transves-
tites.

Jesse, 28, a fashion design student, won the Miss Tiffany Singapore 2004
title while Angel, a volunteer worker, was the second runner-up.

Angel told Lianhe Wanbao: ‘I started taking female hormones when | was 18.
I had to weer a bra as my chest grew bigger. ‘I didn't core what other people
thought. | just aimed for what | wanted.’

It was a struggle for their mother. Jesse said: ‘When Angel started dressing
like a woman in 1993, society was still very conservative and people would give
her curious looks.” Now they are closer than when they were brothers. They've
moved out of their family home and are sharing a place.

Jesse added: ‘We are getting ready to go to Bangkok for a sex-change opera-
tion next year, to become real women.

that they have forgotten how to walk in high heels or sit like a lady.”
Call Of The Androgvnous

Our gender roles affect almost every aspect of our lives. If a man
cries is he less masculine? If a wornan tries to assert herself, is she less
ferninine? In India there is a consensus on the stereotyped roles for the
average man or woman. Men are seen as having the competence traits,
while wermnen are seen as more expressive.

“The androgynous person has both masculine and feminine traits.
They can be aggressive or yielding, as the particular situation requires.
For example, when subjected to group pressure, androgynous women
are more assertive and independent than feminine women. Likewise,
androgynous men are more nurturing than masculine men. Stereo-
typed masculine men are typically unresponsive in situations that re-
quire sympathy. They believe that expressing feminine traits will make
themn seem like sissies or negate their macho image,” says Teresa, a
counsellor.

Men wearing ponytails and earrings are so commonplace as to be
almost unnoticeable. Men are spending more time on their cosmetic
appearance than ever before. Mde body hair once acknowledged, as a
desirable masculine trait is now considered ugly and unwanted. What
used to be acceptable male pastimes; smoking, drinking, hunting, and
going towar, are clearly out of favour in today’s world. Now a guy jogs
down to the local Coffee Day for a cafe latte. Adds Dr, Krishnamurthy,
“Media casts these men with borderline syndromes as metrosexual males.
It's one way to make money by making this condition a fashion fad.”

Girls are encouraged to get into competitive sports much more
than in the past. The ideal female body has changed from the soft
curvaceous Marilyn Monroe archetype to a hard-bodied sinewy model
with muscles a.k.a. the younger Ms. Williarns. Prof. S. Bakhtiar Choudary
senior consultant in sports medicine says, “Strength training for women
initiates testosterone. Fall in levels in male teenagers coupled with cbe-
sity leads to gynaecomastia. Most women athletes end with up with
facial hair and it's sad that seme have to even resort to shaving.”

Everyday clothing is pretty much the same for both sexes -jeans,
T-shirts and tank tops. Men haven't yet started wearing lipstick and eye
shadow in any great numbers (rock musicians don't count). Women
haven't yet started wearing moustaches and beards. These things, teo,
shall come to pass,

Feminine Movement™

Instructional Video presented by Denaé Doyle

Learn to

like genetic females!

Order your DVD
or VHS today!

(831) 479-1282

www.Femimage.com

Private Consultations Available.
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Fab write up in Florida paper on Transgender Candidate!

FeeLing WRoONGED, SHE Oprs To FiGHT

By Ernest Hooper, Times Columnist

When Jean Batronie announced her candidacy for the County Commission
District 4 seat currently held by Ronda Storms, she made it clear she was
transgender, a man who had surgery to become a woman.

Batronie, who has no party affliation, didn’'t want anyone to use that fact
against her. Her campaign for the seat, which covers most of East Hillsborough
including Brandon and Plant City, is about more than the 2002 surgery. Over
seafood at Red Lobster, we talked about her motivation, her four children and 11
grandchildren and being trapped in 2 man’s body.

Pull up a chair and jein us.

ERNEST: What inspired you to get in this race?

JEAN: First of all, I never really imagined | would be taking this path. |
always thought my direction was going to be someplace else. | was working at
public access. | had my own television show, and yes, one of them was controver-
sial. It was an adult-content show. It was an educational show about a different
culture. After Ronda Storms and the county got on a tangent about White Choco-
late, their whole idea was to get rid of anything out of the ordinary. I'm the type
that I see if I'm being wronged, I'm going to fight for it. [ fought it. | fought a year-
long suspension (of my show) and it was parlayed into a five-year suspension. |
went to the County Commission and tock all the steps to fight the suspension and
it fell on deaf ears. That was when [ made the decision that this is nothing but
corruption.

I'm told the show was about bondage.

It was the BDSM (Bondage, Discipline, Sadomasochism) culture. It's just a
different culture. It's just something to enhance an interpersonal relationship. It's
a very monocgamous culture, but some people didn’t understand it. [ presented it
in a positive way on the show because there were a lot of people who were
interested in it. In fact, it turned out we were the most watched show on public
access, [ would go down to Homne Depot and have older couples come up to me
and tell me how much they enjoyed the show.

So your challenge to the suspension didn’t work out. That's your
motivation?

It was basically the spark that lit the fire, the pilotlight. As Igotinto it, | saw
what was going on, I've lived in Brandon for 20 years and I've seen how Brandon
and our whole cornmunity has eompletely gone out of control with everything.
Whenever [ went to the County Cornmission, it fell on deaf ears. They didn’t care
what the community thought. [ figured 1 want to make a difference in society,
especially in our community because as far as ['m concemed, our cornmunity is
being prostituted out to the highest bidder, and the highest bidders are all devel-
opers.

My new house sits on an old orange grove, so I'm part of that, But | would
like to see growth managed better. The growth and the out-of-control building is
what I term a dominc eflect. It's affecting everything else. The school systemn
can't keep up with all the kids coming in. Law enforcement cannot keep up with
maintaining law and order because they're so undermanned. Our road system is
completely out of date. As scon as they finish building a road, it's obsclete. If |
have a five-pound bag of sugar and | try to put 10 pounds of sugar in it, it's going
to break at the seams. That's what's happening to cur community right now.
Growth is important, but responsible growth using commeon sense; not building
one subdivision on top of another and having no foresight for the roads.

Tell me about your family.

I've been married 36 years. | have four children, 11 grandchildren and all of
my children live in Hillsborough County. My sen who lives furthest away is in
Lutz. I'm a hypnotist and | have been for 32 years.

For clinical purposes?

| help people in problem areas, weight-loss, smoking. I help people with
stress management, relaxation. | help people feel better about themselves with
more self-image and a pesitive attitude, which is very lacking in today’s society.
Nobody knows where they're going. So many of us are like ships without rudders.

Hypnosis is considered out of the ordinary, and it seemns like you're not
afraid to do things out of the ordinary. My principles and my convictions are very
strong, Idon’t know how to do anything else but to support what 1 believe in.

You're transgender. Tell me about that conviction, that desire.

It's not a desire. You have to understand, | knew it was going to be brought
up. In fact, | actually went to the County Commission and made the announce-
ment at the BOCC meeting back in April when [ first decided to run. | knew that
some people would use that to try and throw mud on me. Sol figured [ would use
it before they got 2 chance to get started. I'm not ashamed <f it, it's a condition |
was born with. This isn't something that anybody born this way chose.

When did you realize there were other people like you?

My mother took me to see The Christine Jorgensen Story. She was a man
back in the early '50s who went to Sweden to have the transgender surgery, but
that was a very expensive proposition.

WHAT IF Boys WANT 1O

WEeaAr Dresses To ScHooL?

By Susan Jones
CNSNews.com Morning Editor

[CNSNews.com) - A dozen school-related organizations, led by the
Naticnal School Boards Association, have issued some “practical” guide-
lines to help school officials deal with legal issues involving students’ sexual
orientation and gender identity.

The guide, aimed at school palicy-makers and administrators, “is in-
tended to answer questions about students’ civil rights which regularly arise
in public schools,” the National School Boards Association (NSBA) said in
a press release,

Using a Q&A format, the guide addresses questions involving student
organizations and clubs; dress codes; curriculum; student involvernent in
school events; and harassment.

Answering a question about homosexual clubs, the documents say,
“A school cannot refuse to allow a group like a gay-straight alliance to
meet because other students, teachers, administrators, parents, or com-
munity members object to formation of the club. The unpopularity of par-
ticular expression has been rejected as ajustification for preventing student
speech.”

On a question about cress-dressing, the guide says, “a restriction on
boys' wearing dresses to school would be appropriate in communities where
such attire on males would result in substantial disruption of the leaming
process, but in other locales, cross dressing might actually be more socially
acceptable and cause minimal disruption in school, making such a restric-
tion less legally justifiable.”

The guide says schoal officials should consider the setting and the age
of the student in making a decision on cross-dressing:

“Schools with sex-specific dress codes could consider making a nar-
row exception for transgender students-students who are biologically of
one gender, but psychologically identify with the opposite gender,” the
quide says.

Julie Underwood, NSBA general counsel and the main author of the
publization, says there is a “good deal of misinformation and concemn”
surrounding LGET issues in the nation’s schools.

“By providing clear information on schools’ legal rights and responsi-
bilities, we want to help educators respond to questions that may arise.
Most important, we hope to help improve the educational climate for all
students.”

The guide, “Dealing with Legal Matters Surrounding Students’ Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity,” is being released in October, because
October is “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender History Month,” the
press release said.

Other organizations participating in the release of the guide include
the American Assccialion of School Administrators, American Federation
of Teachers, American School Counselor Assaciation, Assaciation for Su-
pervision and Curriculum Development, National Association of Elemen-
tary School Principals, National Association of Independent Schools, Na-
tional Association of School Psychologists, National Association of Sec-
endary School Principals, National Education Association, National Stu-
dent Assistance Association, School Social Work Association of America,
and United Church of Christ Justice & Witness Ministries.

How was it telling your children?

None of my children knew until I started making the transition, and
then | dealt with each child separately. One of the things that's always
been important in our lives is family. My whole existence revolves around
my family. We did everything as a family. We raised our children and we
were the parents, but we were young and we grew up with them. It's
gratifying now. My oldest daughter is 35 and my youngest son is 25 and all
they talk about is, Remember when we did this, remember when we did
that.

I can tell in your voice you're very proud of your children.

If God appeared to me today and said Jean, I'm going to let you go
back to when you were born and you're going to be a woman and start
Day 1 as a woman, | would have to say no.

You wouldn’t do it?

If 1did that, 1 would have never had ‘my wife, | would have never had
my children. There's no way | can do that. Understand, from a child all the
way up until | finally made the decision to make the transition, not a night
went by that | didn’t pray that I would wake up as who [ was supposed to
be. My wife (Batronie is still married) and my children are my life, and in a
sense that's part of why I'm running, too. We are the caretakers of our
community for our children.
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Gwen Amber Rose Araujo
(1985 - 2002)

Make Your Money Count!

...A transgender teenager from New-
ark, CA was murdered at a party by a group
of men upon discovery of her transgender
status. Twenty months after Gwen Araujo’s
death the jury deadlocked on whether her
attackers were guilty of first or second-de-
gree murder. According to Alameda County
District Attorney's Office, none of the jurors
were willing to settle for the lesser offense of
manslaughter — despite efforts by defense
attorneys in the case to argue that Gwen's
killers were somehow justified because she

has stated that he will re-try the three defendants, Michael Magidson, Jose
Merel, and Jason Cazares, for murder.

rectly: Gwen Araujo Memorial
Fund, Bank Of America, Any BofA ‘é
branch location, Acct# 10598- %
05854 :

work: Gwen Araujo Transgender
Education Fund ¢/o Horizons Foundation,
870 Market St. Suite, 728 San Francisco, CA 94102

did not disclose her transgender identity to them. The prosecutor already (415) 398 - 2333 / www.horizonsfoundation.org

To contribute to Gwen's family di-

To support transgender education

Thank you!

ArAuvo TriaL Gers New DerFeNSE

By Ilvan Delventhal, STAFF WRITER

HAYWARD — Williamn H. Du Bois, a veteran Qakland criminal defense
attorney, was formally approved by a judge Friday to represent one of three
men charged with murdering a transgender Newark teenager two years ago. Du
Bois, who was privately retained by the family of defendant Jose Merel, said
Friday that he would bring “enthusiasm, initiative and inventiveness” to Merel's
defense at his retrial.

Michael Magidsen, 24, of Newark, and Jose Merel and Jason Cazares,
both 24 and of Fremont, are charged with murder and a hate-crime enhance-
ment in the killing of the teen — who was born Eddie Araujo but had been living
as a woman named Gwen — on Oct. 4, 2002.

While reluctant te discuss what his defense strategy might be, Du Bois said
the killing clearly did not amount to murder as it relates to his client. “This is, at
worst, in the case of Mr. Merel, a manslaughter,” Du Bois said. Magidson's
attoney argued at trial that the killing occurred in a heat of passion and there-
fore amounted to manslaughter.

“I'm impressed with Mr. Merel as a person; ['m sorry for him asa man whe
was clearly swept aleng in a terrible chain of events which occurred in the form
of this case,” Du Bois said. “We intend to take a real active role in proving what
happened to him in this case and precisely what the degree of his involvement
or lack of involvernenit was,” he added.

Hey EVERYONE:

Sylvia Guerrero, the mother of Gwen Araujo, was awarded a
Leadership Award by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. As
most of you know, Sylvia has been very outspoken about the horrific
murder that ended her daughter’s life in 2002. What seme of you
may not know is that she is currently collaborating with Gay-Straight
Alliance Network, Gay, Lesbian, Straight Educators Network, Corn-
munity United Against Viclence, and the Horizons Foundation to
make presentations to schools and other organizetions around the
Bay Area and the state about what happened to her family and the
need to overcome violence and discrimination against transgender
people.

Willy Wilkinson, a long-time Bay Area LGBT activist, also re-
ceived a second place award in the National Lesbian and Gay Jour-
nalists Association’s Excellence in Journalism Awards in their Opin-
ion/Editorial category, for his Op-Ed in the SF Chronicle earlier this
year. In addition to recently completing, with Prado Gomez, a needs
assessment of female-to-male transgender people of color and their
pariners (www.ftmi.org <http://www.ftmi.crg/>), Willy is the man-
ager of TLC's Health Care Access Project.

Congratulations to both of these important local activists!

Christopher Daley, Esq.
Transgender Law Center

(415) 865-0176

According to the case presented by the prosecutor, Merel and Magidson
had sexual contact with Araujo, while believing the teen to be an attractive
19-year-old wornan named Lida. The men beal and sirangled Araujo after
discovering that the teen was biclogically male, according to testimony.
They later buried the body in the Sierra foothills.

The trial of the three men ended in a mistial in June when a jury
announced that it was hopelessly deadlocked on all charges. A new trial
date is set for May 2005, and a prosecutor has said the men once again
will be tried for rurder.

After earning hislaw degree from Hastings College of the Lawin San
Francisco in 1969, Du Bois worked frorm 1970 to 1976 as a deputy dis-
trict attorney in Alameda County.

Du Bals, 61, has been in private practice since then, and, according
to his Web site, has handled more than 100 sericus felony trials since
1987 and overturned three murder convictions during the past four years.

Unlike his court-appointed predecessor, attorney Jack Noonan of
Pleasanion, Du Bois was retained privately by Merel’s family. Noonan with-
drew from the case in July, citing other commitments.

While Merel is technically indigent and thus qualifies for free legal
services, Du Bois suagested that Merel's family may have opted to hire him
because of what they perceived as a somewhat * passive” defense mounted
by Noonan at the first trial.

“Itwon't be passive this time,” Du Bois said.

He said there probably would be additional witnesses called by Merel
at the retrial and definitely will be an opening staterment, an opportunity
Noonan passed on to the surprise of many courtroom observers.

Du Bois was allowed to come in to the case even though he met with
Magidson at Santa Rita county jail in Dublin two years ago when Magidson's
family was vetting lawyers. Du Bois said the two never discussed the facts
of the case, and Du Bois has filed a declaration with the court stating that
the short “introductory interview” does not raise a conflict.

Du Bois said that he intends to ask a judge to set bail for his client,
whe aleng with Magidson remains jailed without ball. Cazares was freed
on $1 million bail Aug. 2, three days after a judge set bail.
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